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PROF. DR. PETER BURKE ile ROPORTAJ?

Sibel YALI®

Profesor Peter Burke (1937), Cambridge
Universitesi'nden emekii ogretim
uyesidir. Kulturel tarih konusunda yaptigi
arastirmalar ile uluslararasi Une sahip bir
akademisyendir. Burke, bazilari
Tarkgeye c¢evrilmis “Tarih ve Toplumsal
Kuram”, “Avrupada Rbénesans: Merkezler
ve Ceperler”, “Tarihin Gbérgl Taniklari”,
‘Annales Okulu: Fransiz Tarih Devrimi”
gibi bir¢cok kitabin yazaridir. Son yillarda
Erken Donem Modern Avrupa’da yapilan
tarih kitabi gevirilerine, ozellikle de 1500-
1750 doneminde yapilan Hollandaca
cevirilere odaklanmistir.

SY. Biz, sizi Tarih Profesorii olarak taniyoruz. Ancak siz hem bir sosyolog, kamu

bilimcisi, kiiltur tarihgisi hem de bir dilbilimcisiniz... Uzmanlk alani bu denli

genig olunca, spesifik bir alan hakkinda sorular yoneltmek oldukg¢a guiclesiyor.

Bu uzmanlklar hakkinda bize biraz bilgi verebilir misiniz? Sizce sosyal

bilimlerde bir problem olan disiplinlerarasi boéliinme sorununun ilistesinden

gelmek mumkiin mii?

1 Bu roportaj, 5 May 2017 tarihli e-posta yazismalarindan derlenmistir.
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PB. Oxford'da bir 6grenci oldugumdan beri ki orada tarih alaninda 3 yil gegirdim, diger
disiplinlerle, 6zellikle de tarihin 'komsgulari' ile ilgilendim. Eskiden felsefe, sosyoloji ve
edebiyat (zerine dersler ve seminerlere katiirdim. Sussex Universitesi 1961'de
disiplinlerarasi bir programla kuruldugunda oraya bir is bagvurusunda bulundum ve
1962'de bireylerin disiplin sinirlarini asmaya tesvik ettigi bir ortamda 6gretime
bagladim. ilk Gniversite dersim Freud'du ve meslege bagladigim ilk yilda 6grencilerime
sosyolojiye ve tarih dgrettim. O yillarda sosyal bilimler arasindaki bazi boélimler,
Ozellikle sosyoloji ve antropoloji arasindaki ayrisma yapay olmaya baslamigti.
Antropolog bir arkadasim Alan Macfarlane, 'Sosyoloji ve Tarih' (1980) baslikh bir kitap
yayinladigimda, bunun 'Antropoloji ve Tarih' adiyla esit derecede iyi olabilecegini

soyledigini hatirliyorum.
SY. Bir tarihgi olarak hangi dilleri okuyup yazabilmektesiniz?

P.B. Konustugumdan daha fazla dilde (Latince, Almanca, Hollandaca, Danimarkaca,
isvecce ve Norvegge) okuyabilmekteyim ancak Fransizca, italyanca, Portekizce ve

gerekirse ispanyolca konusabiliyorum ve (bu lisanlarda ders verebilmekteyim).

SY. Tarihg¢ilik agisindan, meslege girmeye nasil karar verdiniz? Bununla ilgili

faktorler nelerdi?

PB. Yaklasik yedi yasindayken anneme, blyudigimde tarih profesori olmak
istedigimi soyledim. (Aslinda) o tarihte profesoérlerin ne yaptiklarini tam olarak
bilmiyordum. Onlarin ders anlatiyor, kitap yaziyor olduklarini digtundyordum. Her
neyse, tarihteki ilgim askerlerle oynamaktan kaynaklandi. Biri bana eski bir kitap verdi,
Edward Creasy'nin “Dinyanin On Bes Belirleyici Savagi (1851). Kitabi okumadim,
ancak kitaptaki diyagramlari bu savaglari yeniden canlandirmak igin kullandim. Bu
oyunlar, armacilik ve zirhcilik alanlari ile gotik mimari ve askeri tarih konularinda bende
bir merak uyandirdi. Lise doneminde, bir ortagag tarihgisi olacagimi dustntyordum.
Ancak Oxford'a gittigim zaman 6ncelikle Ronesans donemi Uzerinde durmaya karar
verdim. Bu karar, o tarihlerde Oxford'da sanat tarihi dersi bulunmayigindan
kaynaklaniyordu (1957). Sanat Tarihi “6zel bir alan olarak”, italyan Rénesansi alt

basliginda tarih derslerinin se¢meli bir pargasiydi.
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SY. Kitaplarinizdan birinde "sosyalist tarih¢i degilim ve sosyalist tarihe
inanmadim" diyorsunuz. Bir tarihgi olarak felsefenizi disiplin ¢gercevesinde nasil

tanimliyorsunuz?

PB. Aslinda 1973 yilindaki Tarih Atolyesi toplantisinda bu konuda sunlari soyledim:
'‘Ben bir sosyalistim ve tarih¢iyim ancak sosyalist bir tarihgi degilim'. Mesele su ki ben
din oldugu gibi buguin de (polyphonic history) '¢ok sesli tarihe' inaniyorum. Bu goruse
gOre bir taringinin 6devi galistigi donemin tum bakig acilarini temsil edebilmesidir. Bu
bakis acgilari ginimuz insanina tuhaf ya da kabul edilemez gelse dahi tarihgi bu sesleri

dillendirebilmelidir. Bunu benim tarih felsefem olarak adlandirabilirsiniz!

SY. Aslinda “polifonik tarih” igin Turkgede bir karsilik yok. Bunun igin bir

tanimlama yapailir misiniz?

PB. 'Polifonik tarih' ile farkli seslerin duyulmasina veya metaforun bu seslerden
gorulebilmesine olanak taniyan, gec¢misi farkli bakis acilari ile anlatan bir durusu
kastediyorum. Ornegin, bir i¢c savas tarihi anlatimi, catismanin her iki taraftan

gorulebilen sekliyle okuyucularina aktarilabilmelidir.

SY. Kitaplarinizdan, kiilturel tarihle ilgilendiginizi / kultur tarihgisi oldugunuzu
biliyoruz. Kiiltur tarihine bir doniis olduguna inaniyor musunuz? Bu tarihgilik

acisindan farkh bir konu mu?

PB. Ogrenci oldugumdan beri gercekten de kiltiirel bir ‘dénls’ var. Oxford’ayken siyasi
tarih egemendi, ekonomik tarih yeni ve heyecan verici bir alternatifti, toplumsal tarih
sadece yeni baslamigti ve kulttr tarihi Ronesans’taki '6zel konuyla' sinirliydi. Kendime
kultar tarihgisi olarak baktigim 1960'l yillarda, insanlar bunu biraz garipsediler, bu
konudaki yorumlarimi tuhaf buldular. Bugun, birgok akademik tarihgi is taniminda

kaltar tarihgisi oldugunu dile getiriyor.

SY. Bize kiltiirel tarihin hangi formlarn uzerinde calistiginizdan bahseder
misiniz?
PB. Kiiltir tarihinin G¢ ana bicimini de uygulamaya calistim. “Rénesans italya'sinda

Kaltdr ve Toplum” (1972) 'uUst' bir kdltire ait bir toplumsal tarihtir. “Erken D6nem
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Modern Avrupa'da Populer Kaltar® (1978), 'alt' kalturld incelemigtir. Erken Donem

Modern Italya'nin Tarihsel Antropolojisi (1987), gliindelik hayati incelemektedir.

SY. Akademik tarih ile kilturel tarih arasindaki iligki hakkindaki gorislerinizi

alabilir miyim?

PB. 'Kaltar' terimi gibi, 'kaltur tarihi' de ¢esitli anlamlara sahiptir. Bir u¢ noktada kaltur
tarihi sanat, edebiyat, muzik, felsefe ve bilim tarihine atifta bulunur. Bu baglamda
Fransiz ve Italyan kdiltirlerinin bir parcasi seklinde gériilebilecegi fikriyle zdesleserek
resim ve muzik gibi alanlarin 6zel tarihi olarak karsimiza gikabilir. Bu tur tarih farkli bir
konuya sahiptir. Diger u¢ noktada ise antropologun kultir kavrami hemen hemen
'toplum' ile esanlamhdir. Bu tur kultarel tarih neredeyse her sey dahil bir alandir ve

sadece 'tarih'tir.

SY. Tarih disiplini cergcevesinde gozlemlediginiz egilimler nelerdir? Ve bunlara

etkileriniz?

PB. Zamanimdaki trendlere gelince, 1957'den bugune, 60 yil, ik dnce sosyal tarihin
Marksizmle baglantili yukselisi, ikincisi 6zellikle 1980'lerden itibaren kultar tarihinin
yukselisi, uglincusu gezegenin gelecegi ile ilgili endiselerle baglantil olarak kiresel
tarihin yukseligini goruyorum. Kigisel olarak Marx, Burckhardt ve Braudel'den
etkilendim. Diyebilirim ki hepsi 50'lerin sonlarinda ve 60l yillarin basindaydi.
Toplumsal tarih igin Marks; kulturel tarih igin Burkhardt; Braudel’in insan faaliyetleri ile

baglantili "batincul" tarih anlayisi igin Braudel (ve genel olarak Annales gruplar).

SY. Trendler dogrultusunda ortadgretimde tarih egitiminde degisime gidilmesi

gerektigini diislinliyor musunuz? Evet, ise onerileriniz nelerdir?

PB. Bugun tarihin dinyanin farkli yerlerinde nasil 6gretildiginden emin degilim -
Londra, istanbul, Pekin, vs. Fakat tarihin nasil 6gretilecedi konusunda olduk¢a eminim.
Oncelikle, gelecekteki diinya vatandaslarini egitmek igin vurgulanan tarih, ulusal degil
kiiresel olmalidir. ikinci olarak, tarih egitimi, elestirel olmali, dnyargi, propaganda ve
etnosentrizmi (mUmkin oldugunca) 6nlemek igin yorumlama farkliliklarina ve bu

yorumlamalarin temellerine vurgu yapmalidir.
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SY. Osmanl imparatorlugu ile ilgili bir soru sormak istiyorum. Acaba “Avrupa
tarihi ile Osmanl tarihi iki paralel tarihtir; Bu nedenle iki dinyanin tarihi
karsilagstirmali olarak incelenmelidir’ goriisiine katilyor musunuz? Cevabiniz

evet ise alan ogrencileri igin goruslerinizi alabilir miyim?

PB. Karsilastirmali tarih meraklisi biri olarak (ki boylesi tarih mekén ve donemlerin
benzerlikleri kadar farklliklari da arastirmaktadir) bu c¢alismalarin agiklamalar igin
nispeten saglam bir temel olusturduguna inaniyorum. Osmanli imparatorlugu ile
Habsburg imparatorlugu arasindaki karsilastirmalarin gergekten yararli oldugunu
dugunuyorum, Ancak Bati Akdeniz'in tarihini Dogu AkdeniZ’inki ile kiyaslamak ve
Osmanli imparatorlugu tarihini, Safevi ve Bablr imparatorluklariyla karsilastirmak da
iyi bir fikirdir. Tek bir 'dogru' karsilastirma yoktur, ancak bir takim vyararl

karsilastirmalardan sz edilebilir.

SY. Disiplinin veya meslegin gelecegdi hakkinda ne diisiiniiyorsunuz? Ogrenciler

ve ogretmenler i¢in herhangi bir 6neriniz var mi?

PB. Gelecege bakarsak, en azindan yakin gelecek, bazi yeni trendlerin devam
edecegini gostermektedir. Bir: yazili gegmis dnemini kaybedecek, TV'de sunulan ve
diger gorsel araclarla desteklenen tarih daha fazla deger kazanacaktir. iki: tarihgi,
sayisallastirilmis materyali daha fazla kullanacak ve daha dnce oldugundan daha fazla
veriyi, Ozellikle niceliksel veriyi incelemesi gerekecektir. Ug: tarihin kapsami
genislemeye devam edecek: daha fazla kuresel ve gevre tarihi ¢calismalari Uzerinde
durulacaktir. Homo Sapiens digindaki insanlara daha gok ilgi duyulacaktir (Yuval Noah
Harari'nin kitabina bakiniz). “Buydk Tarih” anlatisi ile Big Bang ve 6tesine duyulan ilgi
artacaktir (David Christian vs.). Boylesi bir egilim tarih anlatisini “insanlik tarihinden”
hayvanlar ve makineler de dahil olmak Uzere “insanlik digi tarihe” dogru yoneltecektir.
Gelecege dogru ilerledigimizde tarihgiler - 6grenciler ve 6gretmenler de dahil olmak

Uzere - gecmigsi yeni yollarla gorecekler!
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SY. “Buyuk Tarih” ilging bir tema. Bu tema ulusal ve dini anlatidan oldukg¢a farkl.

Sizce tarih egitimi i¢in sponsorluk yapilmasi miimkiin ma?

PB. Sponsorluk harika bir fikir olabilir, ancak bunun mudmkin olup olmadigini
bilmiyorum. Ogretmenlerin diinya tarihi konularinda egitim almalari gerekir. Milli tarihin
egitsel nedenlerden ziyade siyasi gerekgelerden dolay! birgok hukumet tarafindan

halen tercih edildigini dusunuyorum!

SY. Yeni ¢caligmalariniz hakkinda bize bilgi verebilir misiniz?

PB. Gegtigimiz aylarda, “Tarih Bilgisinde Sirginler ve Gurbetgiler” 2 adli bir kitabi
bitirdim. (Kitap, Unll Auerbach gibi 1933'te Turkiye'de ¢alisan Alman bilim insanlarini
de igeriyor). Su siralar Avrupa ve Amerika'da 1500 ile 2000 yillari arasinda yasamis
alimlerin kalttrel tarihi Gzerinde ¢alisiyorum. Amacim, bu kKigilerin yasadiklari dénemin

sartlarina gore nasil ihtisas yapabildiklerini anlamak Uzeredir.

SY. Sayin Profesor ayirdiginiz  zaman igin  tesekkir ederim.

2 Ceviri bana ait.
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INTERVIEW? with PROFESSOR PETER BURKE*

Sibel YALI"

SY. You are a Professor of History. However, you are a sociologist, a public
scientist, a cultural historian, a linguist... These multi-fields areas would make
asking specific questions difficult about one particular area. Could you give us
some information about these topics...? Do you think to overcome the

interdisciplinary division problem is possible in social sciences?

PB. Ever since | was a student at Oxford, where | spent 3 years in the study of history,
| have been interested in other disciplines, especially history’s ‘neighbours. | used to
attend lectures and seminars on philosophy, sociology, literature. When the University
of Sussex was founded in 1961 with an interdisciplinary programme, | immediately
applied for a job there, and began teaching in 1962, in an environment in which
individuals were encouraged to cross-disciplinary boundaries. My first university
lecture was about Freud, and in my first year of teaching, | taught sociology as well as
history. Some divisions between the social sciences have become artificial, notably the
one between sociology and anthropology. | remember that when | published a little
book entitled ‘Sociology and History’ (1980), an anthropologist friend, Alan Macfarlane,

remarked that it could equally well have been entitled ‘Anthropology and History’.
SY. |l also wonder the languages you read as an historian..

| read more languages than | speak (including Latin, German, Dutch, Danish, Swedish
and Norwegian) but | only speak (give lectures) French, Italian, Portuguese and, if

necessary, Spanish.

8 This interview was an e-mail correspondence, 5 May 2017.

4 Emeritus Professor. He is considered as an important name in social and cultural history as well as
early modern European history.

istanbul University, Social Sciences Institute, Department of European Union, E-mail:
ataman_si@yahoo.com
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SY. In terms of history itself, how you decide to come into the Profession? What

were the factors involved in that?

PB. When | was about seven years old, | told my mother that when | grew up | wanted
to become a professor of history. | am not sure what | then thought that professors of
history did, | think giving lectures and writing books. Anyway, my interest in history
grew out of playing with soldiers. Someone gave me an old book, Edward Creasy’s
Fifteen Decisive Battles of the World (1851). | did not read it through but | used the
diagrams to re-enact historic battles. That led to an interest in arms and armour, in
heraldry, in Gothic architecture and in military history. At school, | thought, | would
become a medievalist, working on the 14™ century, but by the time | went to Oxford |
had decided on the Renaissance, mainly because of the art (there was no degree
course in art history at Oxford at this time, 1957, but there was an optional ‘special

subject’ on the Italian Renaissance as part of the history course.

SY. One of your books you say, “You were not a socialist historian and not
believed in socialist history”. As an historian, how do you define your

philosophy in the frame of discipline?

PB. Actually, | said more or less this at a meeting of History Workshop around 1973: ‘I
am a socialist and a historian but not a socialist historian’. The point is that | believed
— and still believe — in ‘polyphonic’ history: that is, | think it the duty of the historian to
represent all the viewpoints in the period that he or she studies, however odd or

repellent they may seem to us today. You might call this my philosophy of history!

SY. Actually there is no Turkish word for the polyphonic’ history. | was

wondering how you could define it?

PB. By 'polyphonic’ history, | mean an account of the past that allows different voices
to be heard, or to change the metaphor from sound to sight accommodates different
points of view. For example, a history of a civil war should allow readers to understand

the way in which the conflict was seen from both sides.
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SY. From your books, | know that you were/are interested in cultural history.
What do you think that there has been a turn towards cultural history? Is it a

distinct subject matter?

PB. There has indeed been a cultural ‘turn’ since | was a student. When | was at
Oxford, political history was dominant, economic history was a new and exciting
alternative, social history was just beginning and cultural history was more or less
confined to the ‘special subject’ on the Renaissance. In the 1960s, when | called myself
a cultural historian, people gave me an odd look as if | was some kind of eccentric.

Today, many academic historians claim that job description.

SY. Meanwhile what forms did you practice of the cultural history?

PB. | have tried to practice all three main forms of cultural history. Culture and Society
in Renaissance Italy (1972) was a social history of 'high' culture. Popular Culture in
Early Modern Europe (1978) was a study of 'low' culture. Historical Anthropology of
Early Modern Italy (1987) discussed everyday culture - how to walk, drink, speak,

insult people, etc.

SY. May | have your views on the relationship between academic history and

cultural history?

PB. Like the term ‘culture’ itself, ‘cultural history’ has a variety of meanings. At one
extreme it refers to the history of art, literature, music, philosophy, science — that is the
old meaning, linked to the idea that the ‘special’ histories of painting, music etc can be
linked by viewing them as part of French culture, Italian culture, etc. This kind of history
has a distinct subject matter. At the other extreme is the anthropologist’'s concept of
culture as virtually synonymous with ‘society’. This kind of cultural history is almost all-

inclusive, just ‘history’.

SY. The discipline in general | wonder if you had any reflections, over the period

of your career as to trends that you might have observed? And your influences?

PB. As for trends in my time, let us say from 1957 to now, 60 years, the first was the

rise of social history, linked to Marxism, the second was the rise of cultural history,
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especially from the 1980s onwards, and the third and fourth, both in progress, are the
rises of global history, linked to globalization, and environmental history, linked to
worries about the future of the planet. As for my personal influences, to simplify | would
say Marx, Burckhardt and Braudel, all of whom | encountered in the late 50s and early
60s. Marx for social history, Burckhardt for cultural history, Braudel (and the Annales

group in general) for what Braudel called ‘total’ history, linking all human activities.

SY. Do you think that the changes are necessary in the way in which history in

high schools was taught? If yes, what are your suggestions?

PB. | am not sure how history is taught today in different parts of the world — London,
Istanbul, Beijing, etc. But, | am rather more certain about how history should be taught.
In the first place, to educate future world citizens the history emphasized should be
global rather than national. In the second place, the history should be critical,
emphasizing differences of interpretation and the bases for these interpretations, in

order to avoid (so far as is possible) bias, propaganda and ethnocentrism.

SY. One specific question about Ottoman Empire. Do you agree with the idea
that “Ottoman history with European history is two parallel histories; for this
reason the history of the two worlds should be studied comparatively”. If yes,

may | have your comments for the major and PhD students in history?

PB. | am an enthusiast for comparative history (looking for differences as well as
similarities in both places and periods), since this is a relatively firm basis for
explanations. Comparisons between the Ottoman Empire and the Habsburg Empire
are indeed useful, but it is also a good idea to compare the history of the Western
Mediterranean with that of the Eastern Mediterranean, and to compare the Ottoman
Empire with the Safavid and Mughal empires. There is no single ‘correct’ comparison,

but a number of useful comparisons.
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SY. What do you think on the future of the discipline, or indeed of the
profession? Do you have any suggestion for the students and the teachers?

PB. Looking into the future, at least the near future, means guessing that some recent
trends will continue. One: written history will become less important in comparison to
history presented on TV and by other visual means. Two, historians will make
increasing use of digitized material, allowing them to examine more data, especially
guantitative data, than before. Three, the scope of history will continue to widen more
global and environmental history; more interest in humans other than Homo Sapiens
(see the book by Yuval Noah Harari); more concern with ‘Big History’, from the Big
Bang onwards (David Christian, etc); more interest in ‘non-human history’, including
animals and machines. As we move into the future, historians — including students and

teachers — view the past in new ways!

SY. Big history is an interesting subject and much more different from national
and religious narrative. Do you think a sponsorship for history education is

possible?

PB. Sponsorship would be a great idea but | do not know if it is possible or not. The
teachers would need to be trained in world history. However, | think many governments

prefer national history for political rather than educational reasons!

SY. lwas wondering you could give us some brief information about your recent

works.

PB. | recently finished a book called Exiles and Expatriates in the History of
Knowledge, 1500-2000 (it includes the German scholars who worked in Turkey after
1933, like the famous rich Auerbach). Now | have begun working on the cultural history
of polymaths, once again in Europe and the Americas from about 1500 to about 2000,
the challenge is tounderstand the survival of polymaths in an age of

increasing specialization.

SY. Thank you for this interview.
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