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The Absence of Positive Action in Contemporary Muslim Life —Causes
and Solutions— A Study of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi’s Risale-i Nur

ABSTRACT

Prof. Dr. ‘Ammar Djidel

An inductive reasoning will show that our century is characterized —in
Nursi’s terms- by the dominance of negative action, loss of positive action,
terrorism, violence, chaos, tyranny, and injustice. This diagnosis could be
considered a general description of the situation of the Muslim countries as a
whole. There is no way to ward off these shortcomings without restoring
back the positive action in consideration, theorization, and management and
then applying it in every aspect of life. That is because the basis of
overcoming the negative action is dominating the positive action, and it
necessitates saving the faith, willingness to ward off internal and external
ravages gently protecting the interests of everyone, and extreme caution of
moving from a bad situation to worse. The negative action has terrible
destructive effects that could be eliminated only by positive action. Thus, it
becomes an important source of achieving security and stability and the
solidarity of the ruler with the nation and vice versa, preoccupation with the
fateful issues, and staying away from the suspicions, and from attacking
opponent scholars, all which cause loss of freedom.

The study also points out that one of the direct results of the dominance
of negative action on positive action is the negligence of saving faith and
holding firmly to Quran. The most important thing in positive action is
saving faith which is a paved path of reconciliation between the religious
and modern schools, the shortest path of faith effectiveness, the foundation
of the Islamic and human communication, the basis of thanksgiving and
worship, the basis of establishing compassion and love in the heart and
mind. Saving the faith gives the life a meaning, and it saves the human from
absurdity and meets his moral needs without compromising his material
needs, thus defeats the danger, softens the hearts, restores the function of
faith service, promotes full sincerity, and contributes in overcoming internal
and external ravages; this is the task of positive action.
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