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ABSTRACT 

In this study, a comparison of the basic concepts of traditional Turkish foreign policy with the new 
foreign policy approaches that have been determined recently has been made through defensive 
realism and offensive realism theories. The defensive realist approach, which is taken up within the 
theory of realism, mostly aims to protect the status quo and argues that it is the primary goal of states 
to ensure their own security. On the other hand, while the offensive understanding of realism was in 
search of power, it also aimed to change the status quo.  When considered in this context more 
defensive foreign policy pursued by Turkey until the 2000s shows that an approach executed. 
However, it is possible to say that while the defensive tendency has continued in many areas 
especially in the recent period, it has moved to an offensive position especially in some areas 
containing national security threat. In this study, it has been analyzed whether Turkish foreign policy, 
which has been followed recently, is defensive or offensive or in balance. regional and global 
developments affecting foreign policy and the development of direct or indirect actor / opposite side of 
the case of countries that have been examined with examples how to manage a process of Turkey's 
foreign policy. Analysis of Turkey's defensive-offensive realism in foreign policy has benefited from 
the results of distinction while cross-border operations of the Turkish Armed Forces. In this study, the 
changes and transformations in Turkish foreign policy in general have been mentioned, and 
evaluations have been made within the framework of defensive and offensive realist theories emerging 
within the theory of neorealism. In this study, the changes and transformations in Turkish foreign 
policy in general have been mentioned, and evaluations have been made within the framework of 
defensive and offensive realist theories emerging within the theory of neorealism. 

Keywords: Change in Foreign Policy; Defensive Realism; Offensive Realism; Turkish Foreign 
Policy. 
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