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Oz

Bu calisma Eurovision Sarki Yarismasr'ni 50 yih askin gecmisiyle dikkatle incelemeye deger
popiler kultir urtnt bir televizyon programu olarak ele almaktadir. Calismada Turkiyenin
yakin tarihine damga vurmus bir yarisma programi araciligiyla modern Turk kimliginin
celigkili gortuntmleri ortaya konulmaya calisilmistir. Yarismanin bireysel degil tlkeler
duzeyinde bir temsil tizerine kurulu olmasi, yarismanin ulusal kamuoyu acisindan “milli
bilinci uyaran” bir nitelik kazanmasina neden olmustur. Bu yontiyle yarisma tizerinden
yapilan tartismalar, Cumhuriyet'in ilaniyla yeni bir evreye giren modernlesme stireciyle
hedeflenen “yeni Ttirk kimligi” idealinin pratikte nasil hayat buldugunu gostermektedir.
Eurovision Sark: Yarismasi ve yarismaya iliskin tartismalarda, modernlesme sureciyle
toplumsal yasamda meydana gelen zihniyet dontisimunun izleri siralmeye cahisilmistir.
Ulusal yazili basinda yer alan haberler tizerinden yapilan ¢oziimleme, yarismanin modernlige
duyulan arzuyu yeniden tiretirken ayn1 zamanda geleneksel kimlige duyulan 6zlemi de
yeniden trettigini ortaya koymustur.
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Bu calisma 2015 yilinda Ankara Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisi'ne sunulan “Modern Turk
Kimliginin Celiskili Géruniimleri: Eurovision Sarki Yarismasi Ekseninde Yazih Basin Uzerine Bir
Inceleme (1975-2013)” bashikh doktora tezinden tiretilmistir.
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Abstract

This study examines Eurovision Song Contest with its over 50 years history as a noteworthy
television program of popular culture. The aim of this study is to put forward the
contradictory aspects of modern Turkish identity through a song contest that left its mark in
the contemporary Turkish history. Those who participate in the contest, compete for the
country they represent rather than themselves. In this respect the song contest has a
stimulating role on national consciousness. With this aspect, the debates that occur over the
Eurovision Song Contest demonstrates how the “new Turkish identity”, targeted by the
Turkish Republic, came to life in practice. By looking at the debates that occurred in the
Turkish print media about the contest, this study attempts to observe the effects of the
modernization process on the Turkish society and the mental transformation that this
process created. The analysis that has been made through the national print media indicated
that, the contest reproduces the desire for modernity but at the same time it also reproduces
the desire for traditional identity.
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This article is derived from the doctoral dissertation entitled "Incoherent aspects of modern
Turkish identity: a research on the printed press covering Eurovision Song Contest (1975-2013)"
presented to the Social Sciences Institute of Ankara University in 2015.
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