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Abstract

There are numerous studies on the improvement of language proficiency and adaptability to different
cultures through study abroad. However, there is a paucity of research on study abroad of Japanese
students per se, not to mention the fact that there are even fewer studies on identities that are
formed through one’s second language use, which is called second language identity and language
learning in study abroad contexts. Based on a narrative inquiry of three Japanese students who
participated in three or four-week study-abroad programs, this paper examines the construction of
second language identity and language learning. A narrative approach has shown to be an ideal tool
for revealing the complexity of human behavior since it is human-centered, and it analyses
participants’ identity construction through oral accounts of their experiences. Data was collected
through one-on-one and semi-structured interviews, in which the participants were asked to describe
their study abroad experience. After collecting their statements, content analysis was conducted. The
findings reveal that all participants constructed their second language identities. They become active
in learning and using English by the interaction with local people and through self-enlightenment that
was generated by finding a person they admire, and this impact has lasted well since they returned
home. Moreover, the study shows that when there are no inequitable relations of power in social
interaction, language learners can favorably construct their second language identities that they want
to project. As a result, they become aware of linguistic analysis or pragmatics at the same time.
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Oz

Alanyazinda, yurtdis1 egitim programlar1 araciligiyla dilde yeterlilik kazanmaya ve farkl kiiltiirlere
uyum saglamaya yonelik bir ¢ok ¢aligma bulunmaktadir. Ancak, alanyazinda ikinci dil kullanimi
yoluyla 6grenenlerin kimlik gelisimlerine, yani ikinci dil kimliklerine ve yurtdigi egitim baglaminda
dil 6grenimlerine herhangi bir vurguda bulunulmamaktadir. Yurtdis1 egitim programlarina ii¢ veya
dort haftalik bir siire ile katilmis olan ti¢ Japon 6grenciden s6zel olarak alinan nitel verilere dayanan
bu ¢alismada, dil 6grenimi ve ikinci dil kimliginin yapisi incelemektedir. Calisma insan merkezli bir
caligmadir. Bu nedenle ¢aligmada, insan davraniglarinin karmasikligini ortaya koyabilmek i¢in en
uygun yol oldugu diisiiniilen sézel bir yaklagim uygulanmistir. Bu sayede, deneyimlere iligkin sozel
veriler araciligryla katilimcilarin  kimlik yapilart  ¢6ziimlenmistir. Arastirmanin  verileri,
katilimcilardan  yurtdist egitim deneyimlerini betimlemelerinin istendigi birebir ve yari-
yapilandirilmis goriismelerden elde edilmistir. Katilimcilardan elde edilen tim ifadeler igerik
analizine tabii tutulmustur. Katilimeilarin ingilizceyi 6grenmede ve kullanmada etkin bir rol almaya
basladiklar1 goriilmiis ve bu etkinin iilkelerine/evlerine donmelerinden sonra da devam ettigi
gbzlemlenmistir. Bu siiregte 6grenenlerin, hayran olduklari insanlarla karsilasmalari sonucunda
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olugturduklari1 6z-aydinlanmadan ve yerel halk ile olan etkilesimlerden yararlandiklar1 gorilmistir.
Buna ek olarak ¢aligma, sosyal etkilesimde adaletsiz giig iliskileri olmadiginda, dil 6grenenlerinin
herhangi bir ¢ekince veya kaygi hissetmeden dili 6grenebildikleri ve ikinci dil kimliklerini olumlu
bir bigimde yapilandirabildiklerini g6stermistir. Bunun bir sonucu olarak katilimcilar dilbilimsel
¢oziimleme ve baglamsal dilbilim konusunda farkindalik gelistirebilmislerdir.
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