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Allah’in mevcudiyetini inkar olarak tabir edilebilecek ateizm batida bir terimsel kavram
mabhiyetine biiriinmektedir. ilgili lafzin islamin ilk dénemlerinden bu yana dogru inang
ilkelerini benimsemeyenler icin kullanildig1 goériilmektedir. Ateizm liigatta “meyl”
anlamina gelmektedir. Terimsel olarak ise tarih sahnesinde farkli manalar kazandigini
soylemek miimkiindiir. Genel ¢erceveden bakildiginda s6z konusu kavramin herhangi
bir ilahin varligini kabul etmemek vb. ifadeleri karsilamak icgin dillendirildigi
saptanmaktadir. Bununla birlikte giinlimiizde yeni ateizm seklinde farkl bir vasif
tamlamasiyla giindeme gelmektedir. Bu ¢alismada ateizm kavrami ve cesitlerinin ne
oldugu, yeni ateizmin nasil tarif edilebilecegi, ateizme gotiiren sebeplerin nasil
temellendirilebilecegi, bu faaliyetlerin neyi amacladig1 ve hangi yollarla ateizmden
korunulabilecegi sorularina cevap aranacaktir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Ateizm, Yeni Ateizm, Sekiilerizm, Natiiralizm, Akil

The Phenomenon of New Atheism

Abstract:

Atheism emerged as a term in the West in the modern era to express the idea of denying
the existence of the creator, who is in charge of the affairs of his creatures, while in
Islamic context this term has been used since ancient times to symbolize all the
intellectual doctrines whose adherents drifted from the sound real doctrines of Islamic
creed, as atheism in the Arabic language means curving.With the beginning of the new
century, the concept has taken a new form, although it was hovering in its main idea
around the principle of authentic atheism that follows the idea of denying the existence
of the Creator, accordingly, the concept now is "The New Atheism". The study aims to
define the concept of atheism and its forms and to explain the phenomenon of New
Atheism, in particular, it also aims to clarify the reasons that led to its emergence, its
objectives, and methodologies, as well as discuss and propose methods to stand up
against it.
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Structured Abstract

Atheism emerged as a term in the West in the modern era to express the idea of denying
the existence of the creator, who is in charge of the affairs of his creatures, while in
Islamic context this term has been used since ancient times to symbolize all the
intellectual doctrines whose adherents drifted from the sound real doctrines of Islamic
creed, as atheism in the Arabic language means curving.
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With the beginning of the new century, the concept has taken a new form, although it
was hovering in its main idea around the principle of authentic atheism that follows the
idea of denying the existence of the Creator, accordingly, the concept now is "The New
Atheism". The study aims to define the concept of atheism and its forms and to explain
the phenomenon of New Atheism, in particular, it also aims to clarify the reasons that
led to its emergence, its objectives, and methodologies, as well as discuss and propose
methods to stand up against it. The problem of the study is to answer the most urgent
questions:

What is the new atheism? And how did it turn into a phenomenon that is spreading at
the level of countries, organizations and individuals in the world? Its importance lies in
the fact that it sheds light on the issue of atheism in its new, fierce form, which aims to
impose its atheistic agenda that is hostile to all religious and spiritual beliefs and to gain
global support and acceptance at the international and academic levels.

The researcher followed the inductive approach by referring to the Arab and foreign
references to describe and define the issues of atheism and the new atheism, as well as
the comparative approach to show what distinguishes the new atheism from the
original atheism in terms of concept and practice. finally, it follows the analytical
approach that analyzes all of the above to arrive at a definition of the new atheism, the
reasons for its emergence and its goals, and how to confront it.

Atheism emerged as a term in the West, in the Modern Era, to express the idea of
denying the existence of a creative mastermind to the world, whereas this term was
used in Islam since ancient times to express all intellectual doctrines, whose followers
tend to deviate from the correct beliefs of the religion of Islam, as atheism in Arabic
language means deviation. However, Atheism has soon taken a new form with the
beginnings of this century, although it still follows its original context of denying the
existence of the Creator, accordingly it has recently designated as " The New Atheism".
The study aims generally to define the concept of Atheism and its forms, and to explain
the phenomenon of "New Atheism" in particular in terms of the reasons that led to its
emergence, its objectives, and the methods of its exposition, it also discusses and
proposes ways to stand up against its plans.

The study responds to the most pressing questions:

What is the New Atheism? And how it turned into a phenomenon that is spreading at
the level of individuals, organizations and countries around the world?

The value of the study lies in the fact that it sheds light on the issue of atheism in its
fierce new form, which objective is to impose its atheistic hostile agenda to all religious
and spiritual beliefs, and to gain global support and acceptance at the international and
academic levels. The researcher followed the inductive approach by referring to Arab
and Western references to describe both Atheism and the New Atheism, and the
comparative approach to explain what distinguishes the New Atheism from the modern
atheism in terms of concept and practice. Finally, the analytical approach that analyzed
all of the above to arrive at a specific definition of the "New Atheism", the reasons for
its emergence and how to confront it.

The study reaches to a set of conclusions; Among the most important are:

The "New Atheism" does not differ in its basis from the atheistic doctrine that denies
the existence of a creator and mastermind of this universe, but it is rephrased in a new
mode, based on a naturalistic view of the world, and insists heavily on the use of reason,
logic and science as the only means to understand and derive truth. in addition to the
above, the New Atheism is characterized by its insolence and fierce attack on religion.
Religion in the New atheist's perception is a grave mistake, illogical and extremely
dangerous whereas the followers of religions in general and Islam in particular are
psychopaths.
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1 Jan Bremmer, Atheism in antiquity. Cambridge University Press, (2007), 16.
2 Wesley Wildman, et al.,, The scientific study of atheism. Religion, Brain & Behavior,
(2012), 1.

3SMWD, (2022), atheist, Merriam-Webster Dictionary, from: https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/atheist (24.12.2022)

4 Steven Kettell, What's really new  about New  Atheism?, Palgrave
Communications, (2016), 2(1), 3.
5 Sami Amiri, Atheism Facing Himself, Rawasikh Publications, Kuwait, (2021), 19.
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6 Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, translated by Geiger and Bassam al-Baghdadi,
(2009), 10, https://iaB803000.us.archive.org/32/items/ktp2019-bk4574 /ktp2019-
bk4574.pdf (24.12.2022)

7 Magdalene Muhammad Nawasreh, "The Shamanic Belief and its Relationship to Other
Religions in the Light of the Islamic Creed", Ph.D. Thesis, College of Graduate Studies,
University of Jordan, Jordan, (2021), 33,38.

8 Sami Amiri, Atheism Facing Himself, 21.
9 Ali Ghaidan al-Sayyid, "Atheism and the Problem of Evil, Saeed University", Matoon
Journal 14/4 (2021), 24.
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1 Gary Wolf, "The Church of the Non-Believers", Wired, NOV 1, 2006 12:00 PM, FROM:
https://www.wired.com/2006/11/atheism/ (24.12.2022)

12 Steven Kettell, What's really new about New Atheism?, 2.

13 Abdullah Al-Ajiri, Atheism Militia, Takween Center for Studies and Research, Library,
Dammam, Saudi Arabia, (2014), 79.

14 Steven Kettell, What’s really new about New Atheism?, 2.

15 The Previous reference, 2.

16 Gary Wolf, "The Church of the Non-Believers".
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17 Anthony Flew, There is a God, first edition, translated by: Salah Al-Fadhli, Kuwait,
(2015), 9, Thought Networ: https://www.kotobati.com/book/reading/a9a43bal-
dbdb-4a6a-8bd9-2e6326bb6eeef (24.12.2022)

18 Al-Ajiri, Abdullah, The Atheism Militia, 83.

19 Sami Amiri, Atheism Facing Himself, 22. Note: Naturalism: The summary of this
principle is that the material universe is all truth and nothing after it. Or in particular,
and this matter has evolved through stages since its existence, from one stage to
another with the authority of blind randomness, so there is no power or wisdom that
runs the material universe from outside it.

20 Alvin Plantinga, Science, Religion, and Naturalism, first edition, translated by: Youssef
Al-Otaibi, Tashaweq Publishing and Distribution House, Saudi Arabia, (2019), 309.

21 Naturalism, Atheism, (2022), https://naturalism.org/philosophy/atheism
(24.12.2022)

22 Steven Kettell, What's really new about New Atheism?, 2.
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23 Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 6.

24 Abdullah Al-Ajiri, Atheism Militia, 29.

25 Sam Harris, The End of Faith, second edition, (2018), translation, by Muhammad Sam
Al-Iraqi, Arabic novels, 5, my book websit:e https://www.kutubypdf.com/end-faith-
pdf/(24.12.2022)

26 Gary Wolf, "The Church of the Non-Believers".

27 Abdullah Al-Ajiri, Atheism Militia, 54-61.

Note: He mentioned in his book a long list of atheists who reject the bias and subjectivity
of the authors' neo-atheist advocates.

28 Wildman, Wesley et al, "The scientific study of atheism." Religion, Brain & Behavior, 2.1
(2012), 1.
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29 Sam Harris, The End of Faith, 105-150. Note: Sam emptied out in his book an entire
chapter entitled Trouble with Islam; It deals with the beliefs of Muslims and its verses
that call for martyrdom, and it is the longest chapter of the book, in addition to the fact
that the entire book is hardly devoid of one or two pages without attacking the Islamic
religion and Muslims.

30 Steven Kettell, What's really new about New Atheism?, 2.

31 David Williamson, et al., George. There is no god: Atheists in America. Rowman & Littlefield
Publishers, 2013., 1.
32 Scientism: a tendency that reflects an exaggerated confidence in the efficiency of the

experimental natural sciences methods in all areas of research, even in philosophy,
social sciences and the humanities. Meriam Webster Dictionary, “Scientism.”

33 MWD, scientism, Merriam-Webster Dictionary, (2022), from:https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/scientism (24.12.2022).
34 Massimo p.,"New Atheism and the scientistic turn in the atheism movement." Midwest

Studies in Philosophy 37 (2013): 142-153, 153.
35 Steven Kettell, What's really new about New Atheism?, 3.
PAUIFD Genglik ve Inang Egilimleri Ozel Sayisi, 9 (3) 2022



Ll sl 5,005 | 1086

"zl e pdoddell maad) Odlas ] d3LSYL Lia " Eilon praiwly Glall e B3 oI cal)
Ao e dopally deadlal Jgall (3 8 e (9 FOhalall D5 ,)1 Sytne 1)) gl Cyailly
e 21 (DW) 8L ol "3 yaax" malin (3 S dlagas duyall Joll oy Lo 9 Lghogad g slgus
Ml aaslal) 8L T cnd s (o Lazmal
oo 3y izl DWW 31 s )l Bugl OF g elaidb jgaidl Gaandy diols Lolxl] 9o sby -4
Flozlly potizmoll slidl Glaslal 8500 yas) gngl dpclaiz] O ] ple i s Jog=s UM
Olea” 3 LS oghied duslaiz! Glunngoy wlalaie JSas e (£90 Otlall Ols aas (pasdall
37" (Camp Quest) Eoxdl aue" dalaiag (The (Atheist Film Festival) cpdsdall @)
Gz 90l el dag (3 B535llg @l GabuY) dall 1) (Seuail) Jglodd) #1581 U (saly (59
Al 39 il (8 sl SVl @3 (309 molaadl (Sl Sl HLassl ] ool @l Gl el e s 0
s (Dl
iyl @ Codsdl syl old .5
) e il g, 08 Loie oyl (3 Yl )5gls leasl @l dol dauSUN s 1)l Olewd -1
2ol nac 5eb Ol Lgalesl Jaall 83) 363 cbgyal (3 &gl daludl deabo 3B ¢ Jaws)l 09,801 8
& iyl BLATS) day Lo SN Bpu5laadl Al Bpgue (p0 Ol 25 ddds SO gl
duaudy "W mllasas plascisl Bl b1 wdy b g ggmall po e dlaziy des)l o gsas
aslacy doxuall 095 &S Aasy dadlio opo LS S datw 3LV Hlog dapis maall g Masle"
de )l L pasll Wlas> 3 @l @) daall (29 il Buie lapd lasl slale Sl e
balas Wse el oy bt Oleadl sl 3] (] oo S Sl (S)dr 9o ] dnadall pglall (3 &3dlaal)
Gunadall pglally laielly Jaall duaid O] "t duopacal) il Buie it )3y 0uSTle 429 cdsludl de
e 056 s 99 Aol Al et lirls oo SV Hlo LTy ¢ty Badall (a8) ] 3143
- 38(24.12.2022) by OF S Jand oS Y () @l bl S a9
I o caslall palaall Ggius J) 4l Ol GLasYl g5l @lall lis aol (0L Ui e jsgls -2
e Bhgll Syell ollall ) duiadl dis T b 989 ¢ odl Oldane Wi a5 &)l A (e ol
92 ekl ddde- (goge (@l OF Ayl Gy (Sly dygimmnly Ogome HLadyy pae § e gl 0,8l
oo ool 4 Gl (25l (Sl @810 O ST (@ e gaolid] 0,801 BLAIST o3 8y gild gl Ll
o9 e (30 Wl e 30-20 gz dulgmg -pdldl dude- (e Blag das g Aol B cdonsal

36 Steven Kettell, What's really new about New Atheism?, 2.

37 Camp Quest is an organization that provides humanitarian summer camps for children
in the United States, United Kingdom, Switzerland, and Norway first held in 1996 in
Kentucky to provide an alternative to traditional religious-related summer camps, for
children of non-religious, humanitarian, or religiously minded families as well as
children belonging to to religious education.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camp_Quest (24.12.2022)

38 Zainab Abdel Aziz, Atheism Militia, Takween Center for Studies and Research, Library,
Dammam, Saudi Arabia, (2014), 10-12.
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39 Nemo Flip, The Merciful Death of Contemporary Atheism, translation, Adel bin Abdullah,
and others, Bridges for Translation and Publishing, Beirut, Lebanon, (2018), pp. 12, 13.

40 Ahmed Dadush, et al., Atheism and the Existence of God, Encyclopedia of the Way,
(2017), pp. 4,5, official website:https://al-sabeel.net/(24.12.2022)

41 Harun Yahya, The Deception of Evolution, translated by Solomon Baybara. Thought and
Culture, (1999), 8, my books :https://www.kutubypdf.com/book35140/(24.12.2022)

42 Previous reference, 12.

43 Steven Kettell, What's really new about New Atheism?, 2.

44

Sam Harris, The End of Faith, 333.
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45 Ali Ghaidan al-Sayyid, "Atheism and the Problem of Evil, Saida University", 21.

46 Ahmed Dadush, et al., Atheism and the Existence of God, 1017 /5.

47 Ali Ghaidan al-Sayyid, "Atheism and the Problem of Evil, Saida University", 29.

48 This particular reason for the spread of atheism among Arab youth was addressed in
the book recently presented by Professor Muhammad Khair Musa entitled "Atheism of
Counter-Revolutions, 2022, Dar Al-Mashriq", which carries a main idea; The angry
reactions and feeling of injustice among young people turned them into adopting
atheism, which the writer called crisis atheism.

49 Surah Hajj: 11.
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50 Muhammad Khalifa al-Tunisi, The Jewish Peril: The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, Fourth
Edition, Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi, Beirut (1951), 169, 187.

51 Sara Zouiten, (2022). Muslim Group Challenges US Program for Promoting Atheism in
Islamic Countries, Morocco World News,
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2022 /07 /350109 /muslim-group-challenges-
us-program-for-promoting-atheism-in-islamic-countries (24.12.2022)

52 Ali Oqla Arsan, “Secularism, Atheism and Their Opposites”, Al-Araby 21 Magazine,
(2020), Saturday, December
12,p.24.https://arabi21.com/story/1321225/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%84
%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-
%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF-
%D9%88%D9%86%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%B6%D9%87%D9%85%D8%A7
(24.12.2022)
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53 Magdalene Muhammad Nawasreh, “The Shamanic Belief and its Relationship to Other
Religions in the Light of the Islamic Belief”, 39.
54 Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 23.
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55 Yahya Hashem Hassan Farghal, Factors and Objectives of the Emergence of Theology in
Islam, Islamic Research Academy Publications, Cairo, (1972), p. 11. Notes: In a saying
by Ibn Khaldun transmitted by Yahya, it is understood from it the necessity of the
existence of theology in the existence of atheism in particular, and in it: “In general, it
should be known that this science, which is the science of theology, is not necessary for
this covenant on the seeker of knowledge, since atheism and heretics have become
extinct, ....and rational proofs were needed when they defended and were victorious.”

56 Sami Amiri, "Atheism Facing Himself", a previous reference, is one of the best books I've
read on this subject.
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57 Al-Bashir Issam Al-Marrakchi, “Ways to Prevent Atheism”, The New Atheism Conference
between its Psychological and Cognitive Causes, Hassan II University, Casablanca,
Morocco, (2019), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VGMzhrFLbg&ab_channel=

(24.12.2022)
58 Al-Bashir Issam Al-Marrakchi, "Ways to Prevent Atheism".
59 Previous reference.

60 Surah Taha, verse 43-44.
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