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Naser Khosrow, who was born in 1004 in the town of Qubadiyan in the city of Balkh 
in Khorasan, carried out 
State. As it is understood from his works, he became competent in the fields of natural 
sciences, philosophy, mathematics, as well as religious sciences at a young age, and 
became familiar with Arabic and Persian poetry. Naser Khosrow, who exhibited a 
fanatical attitude in his sect, defended the Ismaili sect both in his prose works and in 
his divan consisting of approximately ten thousand couplets. Naser not only defended 
the principles of belief of the Ismaili sect, but also in many parts of his divan 
respectfully mentioned the Fatimid State, which was the political representative of this 

the mission attribut
Khosrov, and the way of handling the concepts, which are also significant in terms of 

(esoteric), zahir (exoteric) are examined. In this study it is also revealed how the Fatimi 
the representative of the Ismaili sect at that time, is 

evaluated in the divan. 
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Extended Abstract 

Naser Khosrow is one of the most important Ismaili philosophers of the 11th century. He became competent 
in religious sciences in his early youth, also had an impact in fields such as natural sciences, philosophy, and 
mathematics. Naser embarked on a journey that can be called as the search for truth. One of the stops on these 
journeys was Egypt, where the Fatimids ruled. Naser joined the Ismaili sect here. After comprehending the 
teachings of this sect, Naser returned to the Khorasan region by undertaking the duty of dai, and as a result of the 
dai activities he carried out there, he left Balkh and went to the Taberistan region upon the pressure he faced by 
the Seljuk administration. Naser, who brought many people to Ismailism in the regions on the Caspian coast, 
returned to Balkh. When he was accused of being an aberrant, Qarmati and Rafizi by the Sunni ulama in Balkh 
and his house was burned down, he spent his life in Yumgan under the patronage of the Ameer of Badakhshan, 

-Haris who was known as a Shiite. 

Naser wrote most of his works in Yumgan. It is seen that the thoughts he emphasized in his prose works 
such as Gushayish va Rahayish, Wajh-i Din, Zaad al-Musafirin, Jami al-Hikmatayn, Khan al-Ikhvan were 
completely in compliance with Ismaili thought. Naser is a wise personality, but also a prominent figure with his 
poetry. He did not include thoughts that contradicted the Ismaili sect in his divan, which consists of approximately 
10.000 couplets. Naser also saw his ability to write poetry as an occasion to defend the ideas of the Ismaili sect. 
The emphasis on the mind in the poet's divan draws attention. Naser, who also examines the relationship between 
reason and religion, emphasizes many times in his poems that reason is compatible with religion, so people with 
intelligence will turn to religion, and those who do not use their minds are no different from animals. 

The poet's divan, like his prose works, is very rich in Ismaili concepts such as tanzil (revelation) and tawil 
(hermeneutic interpretation), zahir (exoteric) and batin (esoteric). The concepts of tanzil and tawil are among the 
most important concepts of Ismaili thought. According to this thought, tanzil finds its meaning only with 
interpretation. In other words, it is necessary to resort to interpretation in order to understand the true meaning of 
the messages that Allah sent down through the prophet. The poet also defended Ismaili thought by emphasizing 
that deduction is a necessary phenomenon many times in his poems, which he wrote in parallel with Ismaili 
thought, but an interpretation process is also necessary in addition to deduction. 

While Naser defended the Ismaili sect, he also praised the Fatimid dynasty, which was the representative 
of this sect. For the poet, the Fatimids are the representatives of the truth. Therefore, the Fatimid caliph is a religious 
figure who must be obeyed. For this reason, in many of his poems, the poet respectfully honored the Fatimid caliph 

ntemporary with him. 

In this study, within the framework of the above-mentioned data, the poet's poems will be examined in 
terms of how he presents issues such as Ahl al-Bayt, tanzil and tawil, zahir and batin with reference to both his 
poems and Turkish translations of them. The point of view of Naser, who is also a fanatic Ismaili, on different 
views will be evaluated. 
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