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ABSTRACT 
 

In this study, the calibration process of the EXOGAM2 conventional gamma detector system with the newly developed digital 

electronic device, namely NUMEXO2, will be presented. This experimental study was performed at the GANIL (Grand Accélérateur 

National d'Ions Lourds) nuclear research center in France. The energy calibration of the EXOGAM2 detector system with the newly 

developed NUMEXO2 digital electronic device was conducted using both low and high gamma energy levels of a 152Eu radioactive 

source. This calibration was carried out for two EXOGAM2 detectors, and the energy resolution of each crystal in the EXOGAM2 

system was determined.  

The energy resolution of each crystal was found to be reasonable energy resolution values of the EXOGAM2 detectors. Therefore, 

the use of the digital electronic device NUMEXO2 did not affect the energy resolution of the detectors, but it did enable us to acquire 

data at a high counting rate. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

The aim of this study is to demonstrate the design, performance verification and efficiency of a digital electronic system, namely 

NUMEXO2, with an EXOGAM2 (EXOtic GAMma array) detector located at GANIL, France [1,2]. Gamma-ray spectroscopy is the 

most widely used technique for observing nuclear characteristics, providing insights into the behavior and structure of nuclei. 

A detector system can be used to distinguish a new radioisotope by analyzing the properties of the gamma rays spectrum and 

determining the levels of gamma energy. Over the past year, significant advancements have been made in detector systems through 

the integration of novel technologies. As a result, the conventional analog electronics of these systems have been replaced with digital 

electronics. There are several reasons behind this transition to digital electronics, including the ability to handle high counting rates, 

facilitate complex data sets, and improve overall performance without compromising the energy resolution of the detectors. 

Nuclear structural physics is currently focused on revealing the properties of new exotic nuclei. Previously very competent 

devices such as high purity germanium (HP-Ge) systems EUROBALL [3], GAMMASPHERE [4], MINIBALL [5], and EXOGAM 

[4] were commonly used. In recent years, AGATA [6], GRETINA [7], JUROGAM II [8], and EXOGAM2 [2], coupled with the 

newly developed digital electronic system NUMEXO2, have been employed to detect of gamma rays emitted from nuclear reactions. 

In addition, the Neutron Shell and Neutron Wall used to use as neutron detectors [9, 10, 11], while the newer arrays are coupled with 

the NEDA [12,13] neutron detector array and ancillary charged particle detector arrays such as DIAMANT [14]. Both NEDA and 

DIAMANT also utilize the digital electronic system NUMEXO2. 

Semiconductor types of Germanium (Ge) detectors were developed in the 1970s and 1980s, focusing on volume and purity [15–

17]. Significant advancements in highly segmented Ge detectors have greatly improved their efficiency and energy resolution. The 

capacity to categorize between two gamma rays with closely spaced energies necessitates high energy resolution detectors. As a 

result, HPGe detectors such as AGATA, GRETINA, and EXOGAM2 are renowned for their superior energy resolution. Achieving 

excellent energy resolution relies on both the electronics and type of detector. Energy resolution is usually determined using a metric 

known as full width at half maximum (FWHM), which quantifies the distribution at half width of the peak. 

Figure 1 shows the peak or pulse shape, the energy resolution is described by the formula FWHM=2.35σ, where σ represents the 

standard deviation of the Gaussian shape. The lower the FWHM value, the higher the sensitivity level of the detector, allowing the 

separation of closely related gamma energies..  
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Figure 1. Detector response function in Gaussian form. 

 

The main objective of the EXOGAM design was to optimize the efficiency of the light peaks, in other words to maximize the 

total efficiency of the light peaks while maintaining the quality of the spectra. Searching for new exotic nuclei also requires 

experiments with exotic beams, which is a highly challenging process to achieve a high signal-to-noise ratio and good resolution 

[18]. Instead of an analog system a digital electronic system should be used, resulting in the production of a new digital electronic 

system for EXOGAM, from now on referred to as EXOGAM2. 

EXOGAM2 comprises an array of high-resolution germanium detectors positioned in close proximity to the target point. These 

detectors have been strategically organized to achieve a high photo-peak efficiency of 20% at 1.3 MeV gamma rays [19]. Each 

germanium detector is surrounded by an escape suppression shield typically made of bismuth germanate (BGO). 

This suppression shield enhances the quality of the spectrum. The high-purity germanium detectors used in EXOGAM are coaxial 

n-type HPGe crystals. Additionally, each of the four germanium crystals constitutes a segmented CLOVER detector placed within 

the same cryostat. 

 

 

Figure 2. EXOGAM detector array design [2]. 

 

2. MATERIAL AND METHOD 
 

CLOVER detectors that have been segmented make up the EXOGAM2 design. Electronic segmentation has separated each 

Germanium crystal into four areas and placed them all in the same cryostat (Figure 3). This segmentation is a crucial requirement in 

order to have a large volume and to more accurately pinpoint the gamma ray impact point in the detector. Additionally, the 

segmentation design's closed-packed and effective construction aid in reducing Doppler broadening. A high level of granularity is 

required to maintain reasonable resolution and accommodate the Doppler broadening of the gamma-ray peaks [20]. Segmentation is 

consequently used to achieve granularity. In the Clover detector, each Germanium crystal includes an interior contact and four 

exterior contacts that are situated at each crystal's corners. These contacts make it possible to describe the location of the event (right 

side in Figure 3) 
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Figure 3. Left: Detail of the segmented CLOVER Ge detector crystal. Right: Zoom-in on segmented crystals. 

 

Electronic detection systems significantly affect the quality of test data. New engineering matrix structures use high-speed 

analog-to-digital (A/D) devices, high-speed optical data transfers, and reconfigurable logic devices in the front electronics to add 

channels and complex processing algorithms [21]. Therefore, NUMEXO2 provides a common solution for more detection systems, 

reducing time and resources. 

NUMEXO2 [22] serves as the central component within the NEDA front-end electronics. Collaboratively developed with 

GANIL, the NUMEXO2 digitizer and pre-processing system offer a unified solution for various detection systems, ultimately 

streamlining time and resource allocation. The primary functions of the digitizer encompass A/D conversion, data pre-processing, 

interfacing with the Global Trigger System GTS system, and managing communication links for up to 16 channels. This system 

comprises a motherboard and a quartet of  FADC mezzanines, each responsible for A/D conversion in four channels. The NUMEXO2 

digital electronics can capture 14-bit data at 200 Msps (Megasamples per second) and has a data transfer rate of 100–200 MHz.  

NUMEXO2's adaptability is achieved through its utilization of Field-Programmable Gate Arrays FPGAs, simplifying the design of 

firmware algorithms. Specifically, NUMEXO2 incorporates two high-performance FPGAs, namely a Virtex-6 and a Virtex-5 by 

Xilinx. Figure 4 provides an overview of the central NUMEXO2 block diagram, featuring the FPGAs, Flash Analog Digital 

Converter  FADC mezzanine components, and communication links [22]. 

 
Figure 4. NUMEXO2 general block diagram [20]. 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
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A general requirement for scientific data processing is to detect signal peaks and measure the peak heights to obtain information 

about the properties of the peaks, which in turn provides information about the underlying physical system. The energy spectrum of 

gamma rays is obtained from the detectors, and the peaks in this spectrum are then detected and analyzed. The task is to identify the 

peaks and measure their locations, widths, and heights. The calibration process is critical for accurately associating energies with 

peak locations in the spectrum. 

 

3.1 Calibration Procedure 

 

In this study, we used a 152Eu radioactive source for the calibration of the EXOGAM2 detectors. This source emits gamma rays 

at two distinct energy levels: 344. 785 keV and 1408 keV. These well-known gamma lines were employed to calibrate the detectors. 

The calibration coefficients were derived by fitting the energy peaks corresponding to these gamma lines and using the coefficients 

of the line equation. The energy calibration was performed for two EXOGAM2 detectors, for 8 HpGe crystals. The third degree of 

the equation 𝐸𝑖= ∑ 𝑎𝑛 𝑐𝑖
𝑛

𝑛  was used to calibrate the EXOGAM2 detectors. 

 

3.2 Peak Fitting Process 

 

The peak fitting process was conducted using the ROOT program, a widely used tool in nuclear physics. ROOT provides a 

versatile environment for data analysis, offering tools for fitting energy spectra, which contain intense low and high-energy peaks. 

By fitting the energy peaks, we were able to determine the mean energy values for each crystal. Aligning these mean energy values 

with the reference energies from the 152Eu radioactive source ensured that each gamma energy was correctly positioned. 

For each crystal, correction coefficient values constructed using the mean energy values obtained from the peak fitting method to 

align them with the known energies of 152Eu. Therefore, the data was prepared for analysis to obtain the energy resolution for 

EXOGAM2 with newly developed NUMEXO2 electronic. 

 

3.3 Energy Resolution Analysis 

 

The energy resolution of each crystal in the EXOGAM2 system was determined based on the FWHM of energy peaks. The 

FWHM is a standard metric used to quantify the distribution at half width of the peak. The lower the FWHM value, the higher the 

sensitivity level of the detector, allowing the separation of closely related gamma energies. 

The energy resolution values for each crystal were calculated at both the low-energy peak (344.785 keV) and the high-energy peak 

(1408 keV) from the 152Eu source. Figure 5 shows measured FWHM values as an example for the second crystal of EXOGAM2 for 
152Eu energies at 344.785 keV and 1408 keV. 

The values for all the crystals for EXOGAM were obtained using the ROOT software, and the results are summarized in Table 1 

[23]. 

 

Figure 5. Examples of peak fitting from the radioactive 152Eu calibration source are shown in the left (344.785 keV) and right 

(1408 keV) panels [23]. 

Table 1: Energy resolution values for each crystal in the EXOGAM2 system at 344.785 keV and 1408 keV [23]. 
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Crystal Name 
Energy resolution for the low energy region-

344.785 keV (FWHM) 

Energy resolution for the high energy region-

1408 keV (FWHM) 

1.EXOGAM2-1 2.087 2.684 

1.EXOGAM2-2 2.026 2.634 

1.EXOGAM2-3 2.004 2.573 

1.EXOGAM2-4 3.168 2.938 

2.EXOGAM2-1 2.411 2.670 

2.EXOGAM2-2 2.409 2.677 

2.EXOGAM2-3 2.813 3.410 

2.EXOGAM2-4 2.616 4.051 

 

FWHM values for all the crystals of EXOGAM2 shows the energy resolution of EXOGAM2 with NUMEXO2 digitizer 

determines how accurately it can measure the energy of these gamma rays. Moreover, how distinguish between gamma rays with 

very close energy levels, providing more precise information about the source. Therefore, the energy resolution which are obtained 

from the calculation of FWHM are listed in Table 1 for relatively low and high energies of 152Eu. The results indicate that the energy 

resolution deteriorates as the energy value increases, which is a characteristic property of high-energy efficient detectors. However, 

certain crystals showed unexpected results, which may require further investigation. 

 

 

4. CONCLUSION 
 

In this study, we presented the calibration process of the EXOGAM2 conventional gamma detector system using the newly 

developed NUMEXO2 digital electronic device. Calibration was performed with a 152Eu radioactive source emitting gamma rays at 

two distinct energy levels. Calibration coefficients were derived from the line equation coefficients obtained by fitting the energy 

peaks corresponding to these gamma lines. 

The energy resolution of each crystal in the EXOGAM2 system was determined based on the FWHM of energy peaks. The 

results indicated that the energy resolution values for the low-energy branch exhibited reasonable results. However, for high 

energies, the resolution was not as favorable as for low energies. Notably, the resolution of the 4 th, 7th, and 8th crystals at both low 

and high energy levels displayed unexpected outcomes, necessitating further examination in future experiments with this detector. 

Nevertheless, these findings suggest that the use of the NUMEXO2 digital electronic device did not negatively impact the 

energy resolution of the detectors. 

Overall, integrating the NUMEXO2 digital electronic device into the EXOGAM2 detector system facilitates efficient data 

acquisition at high counting rates, making it a valuable tool for nuclear physics experiments. Further investigations and refinements 

may be necessary to address unexpected results in certain crystals and optimize the system for specific research objectives. 
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