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Breaking the feeling of suspense in epic theatrer  

Abstract 

The breaking of suspense is one of the critical distinguishing features of epic theatre. Because in epic 

theatre, the audience is not  intended to wonder about how the events will continue. At this point, it 

is immediately highlights that  there is a different situation apart from dramatic theatre. In the 

principles of epic theatre it is important that the audience does not lose themselves in the flow of the 

play. The significance of breaking the suspense shapes at this point. For better understanding of 

e, it is essential to identify the reason for eliminating the 
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suspense about how the events will continue and the determination of the techniques performed for 

this. As a result of researches of works, it has been observed that certain suspense- breaking 

techniques are used in epic theatre in order to direct the interest of audience from the flow of events 

to the content. This is the aim of our study to identify what they are and how used in the plays and 

evaluate. Based on the fact that Turkish theatre was influenced by Brecht for a certain period , Turkish 

epic plays were primarly discussed to determine the relevant aspect. The relevant plays were analysed 

and the techniques used for this purpose in the plays were evaluated and identified by a scanning 

method. As a result of our research, it indicates that the introduction section , interludes, episode 

titles, the narrator, props like projection- poster, historicization, instumental music, songs and 

chorus are used in this respect in Turkish epic plays. In addition to these findings, it is significant that 

our traditional theatre has also contributed to the works in this respect with the help of the application 

 with 

the play is prevented. The emergence of new ideas for the audience regarding to the solution of 

problems is desired in this theatre approach that is sensitive to social issues.  

Keywords: Epic theater, Epic theater in Turkey, Suspense in the theater, Suspense in epic theater, 

Suspense-breaking techniques 
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