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The teaching of primary reading and writing in the Turkish Lesson Curricula of 
the Republican Period 

Abstract 

The aim of this study is to describe the teaching of primary reading and writing in the Turkish 

Programmes of the Republican period. The survey method was used in the research and the data 

obtained were analysed by document analysis. The research reveals the following results: One of the 

concrete examples of the education system of young Turkey, which started to be reshaped with 

Tevhid-i Tedrisat, is the 1924 Primary Schools Curriculum Programme. The 1926 Primary Schools 

Curriculum Programme was created by taking into account the educational understanding of the 

period.The new Turkish alphabet, which was adopted on 1 November 1928, primarily affected the 

first reading and writing field. The name of the Elifba course was changed to Alphabet and the 

teaching of first reading and writing was reduced to 10 hours per week. Many studies were conducted 

on how to teach the new alphabet. The 1930 Primary School Curriculum Programme could not fully 

respond to this search.  The 1936 Primary School Curriculum Programme was created with the 

understanding that schools should be seen as a national education centre.1948 Primary School 

Curriculum Programme eliminated the difference in curriculum between urban and rural schools and 

ensured unity between these schools. With 1968 Primary School Curriculum Programme  there was 

a radical change in the first reading and writing. the "Sentence Method", which will be used in 

teaching reading and writing for long years, was officially accepted. In the 1981 Basic Education 

Schools Turkish Curriculum, the sentence method continued to be used in teaching first reading and 

writing. With the 2005 Turkish Curriculum for Grades 1-5, the "Sentence Method", the longest 

reading and writing method of the Republican period, was abolished and replaced by the "Sound-

Based Sentence Method". The new development in 2017 and 2018 Turkish Teaching Programmes is 

on writing activities. In both programmes, it is stated that combined oblique letters or vertical basic 

letters can be used in reading and writing teaching. 
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