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'Hanzal and the police' by Naguib Mahfouz A Review on His Short Story 

Abstract 

In Arabic literature, which is one of the richest literatures in the world with a deep-rooted history, 

there is a type of story that has been going on for hundreds of years, both orally and in writing. It can 

be said that the short story, which was known as a story at first, was called a short story in the 

following years by showing developments and differences in this type of story. The short story in 

Arabic literature emerged at the beginning of the 19th century in the modern sense and showed 

developments in the 20th century. It is accepted that the short story, which almost brought a revival 

to Arabic literature, started in Egypt in the early 18th century with the invasion of Egypt by Napoleon. 

Short storytelling, which started with translation activities, developed over time and emerged with 

religious, economic, political and social issues. The first example of the short story is the work of 

Egyptian writer Muhammed Teymur called 'Fi'l Kitar' in 1917. One of the important writers of Egypt, 

Naguib Mahfouz, who was also awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1988, made important 

contributions to both the development of literature in Egypt and Arabic literature with his works. The 

author, who wrote works in different genres, also has short stories. In this study, short storytelling in 

Egypt was briefly mentioned, and the story of the Egyptian writer Naguib Mahfouz's short story 

"Hanzal ve Polis", in terms of plot, narrator, subject, main orientation, time, place, cast, plot element, 

main node, structure of the story. analyzed in terms of genre and style. The story is told from an 

observant point of view, written in a modern and romantic style, the language is standard Arabic, the 

hero of the story has problems due to social problems, the time and place are not clearly specified in 

the story, and the cast is limited, the main point is a story about the life a drug addicted young person 

wants to live. It has been concluded that it focuses on the dream and the end of the story is not clear. 

Keywords: Short story, Egypt, Naguib Mahfouz, Hanzal and police 
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