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0z

Bu ¢alismada, Suud-Ingiliz iliskilerinin, bugiinkii Suudi Arabistan Kralligi'mn gelisimini sekillendirmede
oynadigi role odaklanarak, iilkenin kurulus donemini incelenmektedir. Arastirmacilar, Birinci Diinya Savas
oncesinde Ingilizlerle kurulan diplomatik baglarin, Suudi Arabistan'in bélgedeki konumunu giiclendirmede etkili
oldugunu vurgulamaktadir. Ingilizlerle olan etkilesimleri ve degisen kiiresel siyasete uyum saglama becerisi
sayesinde Suud hanedamni, karar alma siireclerinde reelpolitigi goz ontinde bulundurmay: 6grenmistir. Bu
calismamn temel argiimani, Suud Hanedanmimin Vahhabilik algisimin muhafazakar bir yorumdan daha
miisamahakar bir yoruma dogru kayarak bir doniisiim gecirdigidir. Bu arastirmada, Suudi hiikiimetinin din
anlayisimin, Arap ¢oliindeki son derece tavizsiz durusundan baslayarak, 1932'de Kralligin ilaniyla sonuglanan
evrimi okuyucuya sunulmaktadir.
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Introduction

Salatism and Wahhabism are subjects that have received increasing attention and scrutiny, particularly in
Tirkiye. This study focuses on the early transformation of Saudi Wahhabism and the relationship between
Saudi Arabia and United Kingdom (UK). To avoid confusion, it is important to clarify that the term "Saud
Wahhabism" refers to the view of Islam adopted by the state founded by Abdulaziz ibn Saud, which is now
known as the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and was previously known as the Emirate of Saud III.

It is important to note that while the State of Saud is commonly associated with the Wahhabi interpretation of
Islam, it is not the only entity that adheres to this interpretation. There are also other Wahhabi interpretations
that are opposed to the House of Saud and the state. However, these intra-sectarian differences fall outside the
scope of this study. It is beyond the scope of this study to delve into a theological analysis or explanation of
Saudi Wahhabism. The primary aim of this study is not to engage in theological discussions, but rather to
examine the pragmatic approach adopted by the Saudi leader and the shifts in religious understanding within
the context of diplomatic relations and political-economic circumstances, while also considering the relevant
historical framework. In order to fully understand the factors that contributed to the rise of Abdulaziz ibn Saud
as a powerful figure in the region, it is necessary to examine the socio-economic structure of Arabia. Therefore,
the first chapter of this study is dedicated to summarizing the geographical features of the Arabian Peninsula
and outlining its social and economic structure. The fragmented nature of Arabian society, the harsh
geographical conditions, and the isolated location of the Najid region in particular, were important factors in
understanding the success of the Sauds.

It is crucial to have a background in the history of the Saud tribe in order to understand the foundations upon
which the current structure was built. The present-day Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is not the first state
established by the Saud tribe. Two previous attempts, known as the Emirate of Saud I and Emirate of Saud II,
preceded it. The Emirate of Saud I played a particularly significant role in the emergence and spread of the
Wahhabi sect. As a result, the second part of this study is devoted to exploring the failed state-building efforts
that preceded the establishment of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The Ikhwan Organization, which made
Abdulaziz ibn Saud, the founder of the Emirate of Saud III, a dominant military force in the region, is
specifically addressed as a subheading in the second chapter.

Finally, the third section of this study addresses the relationship between Saudi Arabia and UK. The events of
World War I, in particular, presented significant opportunities for Abdulaziz ibn Saud to extend his sphere of
influence. Over time, the House of Saud systematically eliminated rival power centers in the region, eventually
leaving Sharif Hussein in control of the holy lands. Through their superior military strength, the Sauds were
able to defeat Sharif Hussein and become the sole rulers of both the Hejaz region and the Najid region.
However, the relationships and agreements developed with UK during this process are of significant note.
Additionally, as Abdulaziz ibn Saud expanded his borders, his understanding of governance evolved and some
of the rules he implemented in the Najid region were not applied in the more cosmopolitan regions he
acquired. When faced with resistance from conservative Wahhabis due to his flexible approach to governance,
Abdulaziz ibn Saud took decisive action by disbanding the Ikhwan organization, thereby solidifying his
position as the sole ruler of Arabia..

Geographical and Socio-Economic Structure of Arabia

The Arabian Peninsula, particularly its central regions, was isolated from the rest of the world due to the
absence of modern modes of communication and transportation. The barren deserts covering the region and
the resulting harsh climate, which is inhospitable to agriculture, have resulted in low population densities. To
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the west of the peninsula lies the Hejaz region, which is home to the cities of Mecca, Medina, and Jeddah and
has both symbolic and economic value. To the east lies the Persian Gulf, which, like the Hejaz region, has
economic value due to its proximity to important maritime trade routes. The region in the center of the
peninsula with low population density is called "Najid". The Najid region in the center, the Basra region in the
east, and the Hejaz region in the west, constitute the three major parts of the Arabian Peninsula. It borders the
Ottoman Empire provinces of Damascus and Baghdad to the north and Oman and Yemen to the south.

When examining the patterns of urbanization in the Najid region, where Wahhabism emerged, it becomes
apparent that the oasis-city model is dominant. The cities in this region are built around oases, which are scarce
in the desert and generally far from each other. As a result, communication and economic relations between
cities are not particularly intense. Agriculture in this region is only possible with human irrigation due to the
climate, and even then, palm and cereals are the main crops grown. The production deficit is compensated for
through trade relations with Syria, Iraq, and Yemen (Vassiliev, 2000, pp. 29-64).

In addition to geographical isolation and a harsh climate, the social structure in this region is highly stratified,
hierarchical, and traditional. Society is divided into tribes, and there are three main hierarchical ranks
determined by lifestyle. At the top of the hierarchy are the Bedouin tribes, who are nomadic and herd camels.
In the middle are the semi-nomadic tribes, who herd sheep and goats. At the bottom of the social hierarchy
are the settled people and peasants. Within the same hierarchical level, different tribes can also be ranked as
superior or subordinate to one another (Wynbrandt, 2010, pp. 22-23). Members of the camel-herding Bedouin
tribes, which exist in extremely challenging natural conditions, are also skilled camel drivers and warriors. This
characteristic, which has been shaped by the demands of the geography throughout history, has made these
tribes the military leaders of the region. However, since tribes operate independently, united armies do not
emerge; conflicts are more likely to involve instances of looting and blood feuds rather than wars. Vasiliev
(2000), the author of one of the most comprehensive works on the history and social structure of Arabia, even
states that a Bedouin who has not engaged in plunder is not eligible for marriage.

It is not difficult to imagine that life in the Arabian Peninsula, particularly in Central and Eastern Arabia, was
extremely static and resistant to change. Although the administration of the holy lands passed to the Ottoman
Empire as a result of Yavuz Sultan Selim's campaigns in the east, it is known that the Najid region was largely
unaffected by Ottoman rule throughout history (Kursun, 1998, pp. 6). It is worth noting that the Ottoman
Empire had to pay the Bedouin tribes in the region every year in exchange for their agreement not to attack
the pilgrimage caravans during the pilgrimage period. This provides insight into the nature of the relationship
between the Ottomans and the people of Najid (Giiner, 2019). The Ottoman Empire, which refrained from
interfering with the social and economic structure of the region, sought to address any potential problems that
might arise from the region in a non-violance manner. If the Bedouin tribes' looting reached an unacceptable
level, military action would be taken, as ordered by the Sharif of Mecca, to suppress them.

The static way of life in the Arabian region remained largely unchanged within the framework described in
this chapter until the emergence of Wahhabism. After the rise of Wahhabism, military and political relations
in the region underwent transformation, and in the subsequent period, economic life underwent significant
changes with the discovery of oil.

The political events leading up to the establishment of the present-day Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, which was
historically known as the Third Emirate of Saud in the region, will be briefly discussed in the next section.
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The Road to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as it is known today, is the third Emirate of Saud in history. The first two
Emirates of Saud were founded by the same tribe but were unable to endure due to historical circumstances.
While the primary focus of this study is not to provide a political history narrative, it is important to have a
historical background in order to understand the transformation of Saud Wahhabism. In this context, the
events leading up to the establishment of the Emirate of Saud III will be briefly discussed, followed by an
explanation of the hijra and ihwan organizations founded by Abdulaziz ibn Saud himself, which were crucial
in enabling the Emirate of Saud III to assert its dominance in the region.

A Brief History of Arabia From the Emergence of Wahhabism to the Establishment of

the Emirate of Saud III

The emergence of Wahhabism changed the fate of the Arabian Peninsula. The House of Saud's backing of the
Wahhabi faith has served as a unifying factor for the Arab tribes in the Najid region, who have a history of
intertribal conflict. To fully comprehend this historical process, it is necessary to also understand the religious
structure of the region. When analysing the Arabian Peninsula, it is evident that the Najid region has a very
puritanical Hanbalite belief. However, the same level of uniformity does not hold true for the rest of the
peninsula. In areas of Arabia outside of Najid, there are people of various Shiite, Ibadi, and Sunni sects
(Vassiliev, 2000, pp. 46).

Muhammad bin Abdul Wahhab, the founder of the Wahhabi sect, was born in 1703 in the city of Uyeyna in
the Najid region. As a member of a family of scholars, he traveled to important centers of Islamic civilization
such as Basra, Baghdad, Qom, and Hemedan to study Islamic sciences. After developing his own interpretation
of Islam, the details and scope of which are beyond the scope of this study, Muhammad bin Abdul Wahhab
recognized that he would not be able to spread his doctrine in the region of his birth and migrated to the city
of Dir'iye in the Najid region.

The Saud tribe is one of the most influential powers in the city of Dir'iye. Abd al-Wahhab was highly successful
in disseminating his teachings, which would later be known as Wahhabism, in the region and gained the
support of Emir Saud, the leader of the Saud tribe. In 1745, Emir Saud pledged to Abdul Wahhab that he would
do everything in his power to promote his teachings, resulting in the establishment of the first Saud state, which
is historically known as the First Emirate of Saud (Anishchenkova, 2020, pp. 40-41).

As previously mentioned, the Wahhabi faith acted as a binding agent that united the Bedouin tribes in the
Najid desert, which had been unable to unite for centuries; from an Ibn Khaldun perspective, it allowed the
people living in this region to transition from the asabiyyah of lineage (nasab) to the asabiyyah of reason. By
the time Muhammad bin Abdul Wahhab passed away in 1792, the Emirate of Saud I had established its
dominance in the Najid region and turned its attention to the Holy Land. The absolute military superiority
that resulted from unifying the Bedouin tribes made the Saud tribe an increasingly powerful force in the
Arabian Peninsula.

In 1803, the holy land finally came under the control of the Sauds and, subsequently, the Wahhabis for the first
time. However, this action was a major challenge to the legitimacy of the Ottoman Empire and the Empire
naturally did not remain indifferent. Selim III, who was the reigning monarch at the time, commissioned the
Egyptian Khedive, Kavalali Mehmet Ali Pasha, with the task of removing the Sauds from the holy lands. In
1813, Kavalali sent an army to the Hejaz for this purpose. The Saud tribe, which had achieved absolute military
dominance in the Arabian Peninsula, was unable to withstand the modern Egyptian troops, and the Egyptian
army recaptured Hijaz from the Sauds and advanced into Najid. This campaign is known as the collapse of the
Emirate of Saud I (Al-Rasheed, 2010, pp. 23).
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Despite the fact that modern Egyptian troops had an absolute advantage over the Emirate of Saud's army,
which was made up of Bedouin tribesmen, the cost of maintaining a presence in the region steadily increased
as Egyptian garrisons remained in the Najid desert. The logistics and supplies needed to maintain control in
the region were carried out under very difficult conditions, and Egyptian troops were tired of the hit-and-run
raids by the Bedouins. Under these circumstances, Egyptian troops withdrew from the Najid towards the Hejaz
and the Najid was left to its own fate, as it had been for centuries.

It did not take long for the Saud tribe to regroup in the Najid region. Turki bin Abdullah bin Mohammed, a
notable member of the tribe, seized the opportunity presented by the absence of authority in the region and
established the political entity known as the Second Emirate of Saud in 1824. The events that occurred during
the Second Emirate of Saud are outside the scope of this study. However, unlike the First Emirate of Saud,
during this period, the Sauds learned from their previous experiences and realized that they would not be able
to sustain a state without using diplomatic means. In this respect, the Emirate of Saud II placed more emphasis
on diplomatic relations than its predecessor (Al-Rasheed, 2010, pp. 27-29).

In 1891, the Battle of Muleyda, fought against the Rashidite tribe, another important power in the region and
supported by the Ottoman Empire, resulted in the destruction of the Emirate of Saud II (Wynbrandt, 2010, pp.
163). After the defeat, the House of Saud was exiled to Kuwait.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as it is known today, is historically the third Emirate of Saud. While the House
of Saud lived in exile in Kuwait, it did not abandon its political ambitions over Najid in particular and the
Arabian Peninsula in general. Favorable conditions began to emerge again with the approach of World War I.
As a result of the raids by the Rashididid Emirate, which was protected by the Ottoman Empire, on regions
(such as Kuwait and the Persian Gulf) that were of great importance to UK, UK sought an ally in the region
and decided to cooperate with the Saud tribe (Troeller, 2013, pp. 1-2).

In 1902, Abdul Aziz ibn Saud, backed by British support, took the city of Riyadh, the capital of today's Saudi
Arabia, from the Rashidids. It is worth noting that Troeller (2013, pp. 21) stated that the fact that the people of
Riyadh, being Wahhabi, favored the Saud administration was an important factor in the capture of the city.
The Rashidis' sole rule in the Najid region, which lasted slightly over a decade, came to an end with the capture
of Riyadh by the Sauds. In the following years, conflicts occurred between the two major powers of the region.
However, in 1906, Ibn Rashid, the leader of the Rashid tribe, was killed in a raid, and the period of Saudi

dominance began anew.

The Key to Military Superiority: Hijras and Ikhwan

The Hijrahs and the Ikhwan organization were of vital importance on the road to the Emirate of Saud III
Therefore, this section will briefly discuss what these organizations are and their importance. Abdulaziz ibn
Saud believed that Wahhabism had been neglected, especially in the Emirate of Saud II, and he aimed to
establish social formations that placed greater emphasis on religion. The Hijrahs were the embodiment of this
idea.

As Ibn Saud consolidated his power in the Najid region, he dispatched Wahhabi scholars who were powerful
orators and loyal to him to the Bedouin tribes. Their primary task was to convince the tribes to abandon their
centuries-old way of life and settle down. Ibn Saud aimed to establish new settlements where different tribes
lived together and practiced agriculture. However, due to various factors such as the long-standing blood feuds
between many tribes and the fact that nomadic camel herding was considered the most honourable way of life

in Arab society, this goal was very difficult to achieve. It seemed unlikely that the Bedouin tribes would sell
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their camels and other animals and start farming on the fixed land they were offered. However, as Ibn Saud's
preachers convinced the tribes one by one, hijras (communal settlements) began to be established. The Bedouin
tribes were unexpectedly united under the banner of the Wahhabi unifying identity (Kostiner, 1985).

A hijra is the name of a settlement larger than a village but smaller than a city where nomadic Bedouin tribes
settled down. It is known that around 150 hijrahs were established within a short period of time, with an
average population of 1,500 (Demirci, 2013, pp. 65). The mosque served as the center of a hijra, and each family
that chose to settle there was provided with sufficient land and agricultural tools to sustain themselves. As
expected, the hijras were characterized by a strict and extreme interpretation of Wahhabi doctrine.

The significance of the social transformation from a political and military perspective was that every family
that established itself in the hijrahs pledged their loyalty to Ibn Saud and were required to assist him when he
requested help or called upon them to participate in a war. This organization was known as the Ikhwan.

The Ikhwan organization enabled Ibn Saud to become an unparalleled military force against the various
factions within the Najid region and much of the Arabian Peninsula. The Ikhwan organization played a vital
role in the power struggles in the region during World War I and the subsequent establishment of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia (Kostiner, 1985, pp. 322). However, in addition to the significant role it played, this
organization, which adhered to an uncompromising interpretation of Wahhabism, also altered its attitude
towards Ibn Saud as his policies evolved, as will be discussed in subsequent chapters.

British-Saudi Relations and the Change in the Mentality of the Saud Administration

The House of Saud, which emerged as a major center of power in the Arabian region with the assistance of the
Ikhwan organization, nevertheless, learned from history and preferred to strengthen its diplomatic relations
rather than acting recklessly. These diplomatic connections were maintained not only with other local actors
in the region, but also with the major regional powers, the Ottoman Empire and the British Empire.

Ibn Saud led an anti-Ottoman alliance with the prominent Arab actors in the region, including Sharif Hussein,
who controlled the Hejaz region (Silverfarb, 1980, pp. 167). As a result of this treaty, the regional leaders
pledged to unite in the event that the Ottoman Empire attacked any of its members. It is worth noting that the
competing power centers in Arabia formed an alliance against the Ottoman Empire.

In addition to local actors, the British also cultivated close relations with the Saudis before, during, and after
World War I. With the impending Great War, Arabia became a significant region for the British, as important
maritime trade routes to the east and west of the peninsula, particularly the Persian Gulf, could potentially pose
a threat to India, a highly valuable colony for the British Empire. Furthermore, due to the possibility of military
operations during the war, it was likely that British troops would need to cross the Arabian desert and move
on to Syria and Iraq. For all of these reasons, the British required reliable partners in Arabia. The most crucial
of these partners were Sharif Hussein in the Hejaz region and the House of Saud in the Najid region.

British support for the expansionist ambitions of the House of Saud can be seen throughout the entire political
and military career of Abdulaziz ibn Saud. In fact, one of the first tasks that UK assigned to Ibn Saud was the
destruction of the Rashidi tribe, which was allied with the Ottomans in the region. This action was intended to
prevent potential looting raids and harassment attacks from the Rashidis in the event that British troops
crossed through the Najid desert during the war.
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Anticipating that if the Wahhabis defeated the Rashidis and gained control of Najid, they would not stop there
and would target other local actors in the region, these actors sought to support the Rashidis during the conflict
between the Saudis and the Rashidis. Requests for assistance to the Rashidis by the Sharif of Hejaz and Arab
leaders in Kuwait, which was then under complete British control, were met with a British veto; UK requested
that the Rashidis not be aided (Al-Rasheed, 2010, pp. 41). As demonstrated, there was an indirect level of
support from UK even as the House of Saud became the sole ruler of the Najid region. In the subheadings of
this chapter, the shift in the perception of religion and governance of the Sauds will be examined through more
specific historical cases.

Treaty of Darin

The Treaty of Darin is significant as it is the first official agreement between the British government and the
Sauds. It is also a crucial first step in terms of international recognition of the House of Saud, which was just
beginning to institutionalize politically and was transitioning towards the Emirate of Saud III.

Ibn Saud, who was one of the most powerful military powers in the region, gained an advantageous position
at the negotiating table when World War I broke out. Furthermore, the declaration of jihad by the Ottoman
Sultan, who was also the caliph, prompted the British to hasten their diplomacy in Arabia. However, according
to Silverfarb (1980: 170), a leading researcher on the region, the declaration of jihad had no impact on
Abdulaziz ibn Saud and he "lost none of his antipathy towards the Turks”. It was certain that the Saudis would
not fight alongside the Turks. However, they also had conditions for fighting on the side of the British. After
lengthy negotiations, Ibn Saud, who was aware of his position and value in the field, signed the Darin Treaty
on December 26, 1915.

The Darin agreement begins with a clause recognizing Ibn Saud as the 'sole' and 'independent’ ruler of the
Najid region and defining the boundaries of the Najid region. The inclusion of the word "independent" in the
agreement is worth noting as a significant detail that Ibn Saud took into consideration (Wilkinson, 1991, pp.
135).

The first article not only declares that Ibn Saud is the ruler of the region, but also acknowledges that Ibn Saud's
fathers previously ruled the region and that the right to rule in the future will pass to Ibn Saud's heirs. Thus,
the rule of the House of Saud in the Najid region was recognized by the superpower of the time. However, the
primary focus of the British in the agreement was not to establish the sovereignty of the Najid region. Rather,
UK was more concerned with the security of its colonies in the region. The second article of the Darin
Agreement included a pledge by Ibn Saud not to attack Qatar, Bahrain, Oman or any other territory under
British protection.

Under the terms of the Darin agreement, it was also agreed that the British would provide Ibn Saud with
financial and military support. Lastly, the British pledged to assist the Sauds in the event of an attack on them
by any "external” power. Cox, the British official who managed relations and signed the agreements on behalf
of the British in the Arabian region, stated that there was no harm in making such a commitment because the
Turks were the only power other than the British that could be involved in the Central Arabian region
(Wilkinson, 1991, pp. 136).

Thus, with the Darin Agreement, Ibn Saud not only received financial and military aid from the British, but
also assurance against a possible Ottoman attack. Moreover, while the British intended to include in the text
of the agreement the phrase "aid against an "unprovoked attack", Ibn Saud was uncomfortable with the word
"unprovoked" and had it removed from the text of the agreement with the intention that the aid would apply
to all attacks (Wilkinson, 1991, pp. 138).
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Under the terms of the agreement, in exchange for this recognition and military-financial aid, Ibn Saud, who
solidified his dominance over Najid, promised to refrain from interfering with the British colonies. It is possible
that the Ikhwan organization and conservative Wahhabis did not pay heed to the promise of non-aggression
against the British colonies in the face of lands of great spiritual value such as the Hejaz. However, as time
passed and the Sauds approached their natural borders, these limitations would begin to elicit pushback.

The Khurma Case

The Khurma case is of historical significance as it was the first incident in which the Ikhwan and Ibn Saud had
serious tensions and holding paramount importance as the primary indicator of the evolution in the Sauds'
governance approach.

Khurma is a town about a hundred kilometers from Mecca and three hundred kilometers from Riyadh.
Although it is considered to be within the borders of the Hejaz region, it forms the border between the Hejaz
and the Najid regions. Throughout history, it has been an important stopping point for trade caravans traveling
from Najid to Hejaz (Kostiner, 1985, pp. 303).

As the town of Khurma was located in the Hejaz region, it was naturally governed by Sharif Hussein, the Emir
of Hejaz. However, the town was also accessible from the Najid region and subject to Wahhabi influence, so
the inhabitants eventually embraced Wahhabism. Sources also mention that a Hijra of 500 people was
established near Khurma (Habib, 1970, pp. 163-164). Sharif Hussein was troubled by the town's growing
inclination towards Wahhabism and the fact that its governor and qadi were establishing relations with Ibn
Saud. In response, Sharif Hussein initially sought to appoint a new governor of Khurma, and when the existing
governor of Khurma refused to relinquish control, he sent a military force to take over the town in 1917. During
this period, the Wahhabi population of Khurmeh sent letters of support to the Ikhwan organization and Ibn
Saud. As mentioned earlier, there were villages in the vicinity of Khurma that had joined the Ikhwan
organization, as well as a hijra. Given the context, the Ikhwan organization wished to assist the people of
Khurma. However, in line with the interests of the House of Saud and British demands, Ibn Saud sought to
eliminate the presence of the Rashidi tribe in the Najid region and become the sole ruler of Najid. This marked
the first major disagreement between the Ikhwan and Ibn Saud. It was even said to be the first time that the
Ikhwan deviated from its characteristic features and openly opposed Ibn Saud (Kostiner, 1985, pp. 303).

As the disagreement escalated, Ibn Saud held a meeting with the leaders of the Ikhwan in a region called Shakra.
There, after lengthy discussions, he convinced them to embark on an expedition against the Rashidis, but this
discussion was one of the most significant sparks of the disagreement that would occur later on (Habib, 1970,
pp- 164).

The Khurma incident is also a significant indicator that after the Darin agreement, the religious understanding
of the House of Saud began to adapt to the surrounding conditions and political landscape. Rather than
supporting the Wahhabis, who were under attack by Sharif Hussein, the House of Saud chose to launch an
expedition against the Rashidis due to political expediency and diplomatic relations.

The Uqayr Protocol

The Khurma incident was a significant disagreement between the Ikhwan and Ibn Saud, but it was not the only
one. A military/social organization created by Ibn Saud himself was gradually becoming beyond his control
and acting on its own without taking into account "realpolitik”. This situation would gradually start to
jeopardize the position of the House of Saud in the region. The Uqayr protocol, concluded subsequent to a
military conflict, holds significant importance in elucidating the pragmatic shift in the governance paradigm
of the House of Saud within the historical context of Arabia and warrants thorough examination.
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In 1922, despite the Darin agreement mentioned in the previous chapters, a group of Ikhwan, organized among
themselves, attacked the British-protected town of Tureyb (a town near Amman, the capital of present-day
Jordan) and massacred the Ben al-Shagqir tribe living there. Since Wahhabi faith is based on a more literal
interpretation of Islam and has relatively sharper lines, it is easier to target and declare as infidels those with
opposing beliefs. For this reason, the Ikhwan organization often did not hesitate to attack and put to the sword
communities that "did not hold the correct beliefs as they did" and to take their property as booty.

The attack on the town of Tureyb and the complete destruction of a tribe under British protection meant
crossing red lines for UK. Regardless of how useful Ibn Saud and the Ikhwan organization might be for their
political ambitions in the region, ignoring such a move would have severely damaged UK's weight and prestige.
Therefore, British military units responded very harshly to the aggression. As a result of an operation in which
the air force participated, only eight of the 1,500-strong Ikhwan unit that participated in the Tureyb Ghazwa
were able to return to their homes (Cakir, 2016, pp. 53). This, of course, meant the complete destruction of the
unit.

Ibn Saud's response to such a high number of casualties was eagerly awaited. However, Ibn Saud preferred to
take strategic steps in favor of diplomacy, which was more in line with realpolitik. In fact, the circumstances of
the time prevented Ibn Saud from jeopardizing his relationship with the British. Economically, he relied on
British aid starting with the Darin agreement. Although he had become the sole ruler of the Najid region, the
Najid was the least productive region for Arabia. At that time, the Sauds lacked the economic resources to
maintain a state of constant conflict. Given these circumstances, he declared to the British that the Ikhwan had
carried out this attack without his knowledge and that the eight survivors would be duly punished (Cakur, 2016,

pp- 53).

Despite the confrontation with the British and Ibn Saud's open attitude, the Ikhwan organization did not
refrain from attacking British protectorates. After the Tureyb aggression, the Ikhwan organization began to
attack the British protectorates in present-day Iraq and Kuwait. As a result, High Commissioner Percy Cox,
the highest-ranking British official in the region, imposed the Uqayr Protocol on Ibn Saud. The 7 November
1922 Ugqayr Protocol determined the borders of the Najid region with Iraq and Kuwait. It stated in the
agreement that the determined borders could not be violated for military purposes and that military camps,
gatherings, and positions could not be established in the regions close to the border. Therefore, UK secured
the regions important to it against attacks by the Wahhabis. On the other side of the agreement was the tension
between Ibn Saud, who made decisions based on diplomatic relations and UK's irrefutable power in the region,
and the Ikhwan, who followed an uncompromising Wahhabi creed. With each new development, the Ikhwan
grew increasingly distant from its leader and saw him as more deviated from the "right path".

Capture and Administration of Hejaz
Although it brought international recognition to the House of Saud's sovereignty in Najid, the treaties with UK
made the east, north, and south of the region impregnable. Therefore, the only option left for expansion for
Ibn Saud was Hejaz, the holy land. The military campaign towards Mecca and Medina, which the Ikhwan had
eagerly awaited, was now the only option left for Ibn Saud. To lay the groundwork for the legitimacy of such
an operation, the forces of Najid and the forces of Hejaz controlled by Sharif Hussein began to clash in the
border regions. The region was becoming increasingly unstable, and UK, unable to tolerate the conflict
between its two local allies any longer, decided to cut off aid to both sides (Cakir, 2016, pp. 53). However,
contrary to expectations, this decision did not bring an end to the conflicts, but rather spurred the Saudi side
to accelerate their plans for the Hejaz region. As previously mentioned, it is not possible for the Najid region
to emerge victorious in the economic competition with the Hejaz region in the medium to long term. The cities
of Mecca and Medina not only hold significant prestige for those who control them, but also serve as a
significant source of economic income through the pilgrimage industry.
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Military superiority can only provide a temporary advantage, so the circumstances prompted Ibn Saud to act
quickly to take control of the Hejaz region. On March 3, 1924, shortly after the Turkish Republic abolished the
Caliphate, Sharif Hussein declared himself Caliph on March 6, 1924, which gave Ibn Saud the justification he
needed to go to war. The Ikhwan troops initially captured the city of Taif. Upon entering the city, the Wahhabi
troops carried out a massacre of non-combatants, which would later serve as a psychological pressure factor in
the course of the war (Schneer, 2015, pp. 389). In October 1924, Mecca surrendered; Medina surrendered on
December 5, 1925 and Jeddah surrendered on December 22, 1925. After the fall of Taif, other cities were
unwilling to risk a long siege and surrendered without a fight, enabling Abdul Aziz ibn Saud to become the
sole ruler of both Najid and Hejaz.

The cities of Jeddah and Medina agreed to surrender without a fight on the condition that Ikhwan troops would
not enter the cities. The Ikhwan, who had been under siege in desert conditions for a prolonged period and
were anticipating a significant reward from these two wealthy cities, were extremely disappointed when Ibn
Saud agreed to this condition (Biiytikkara, 2016, pp. 99-101). However, the issues between Ibn Saud and the
Ikhwan were far from resolved with the conquest of the Hijaz region.

The Hejaz region was much more diverse than the Najid region and contained cities with populations
belonging to various sects of Islam. Additionally, the city of Jeddah, in particular, served as the gateway of
Arabia to the world and was home to many companies and state representatives conducting business with the
Arabian region. While Wahhabism's intolerant stance towards all forms of innovation was suitable for the
deserts of Central Arabia, maintaining it in the Hejaz region could lead to conflicts with both the Islamic world
and the Western world. Recognizing this, Abdul Aziz ibn Saud excluded the Ikhwan from the administration
of the Hejaz region and adopted a more permissive approach to governance in the Hejaz region than in Najid.
However, this decision further exacerbated the rift between the Ikhwan and Ibn Saud.

While Wahhabism's intolerant stance towards all forms of innovation was suitable for the deserts of Central
Arabia, maintaining it in the Hejaz region could lead to conflicts with both the Islamic world and the Western
world. Recognizing this, Abdul Aziz ibn Saud excluded the Ikhwan from the administration of the Hejaz region
and adopted a more permissive approach to governance in the Hejaz region than in Najid. However, this
decision further exacerbated the rift between the Ikhwan and Ibn Saud. Finally, in 1926, the leaders of the
Ikhwan released a declaration in which Abdulaziz ibn Saud was severely criticized for his rule in the Hejaz
region. The criticism included accusations of permitting practices such as hookah and tobacco use, allowing
sects outside of Islam to perform the Hajj pilgrimage, and allowing innovations like telephones, telegraphs,
and automobiles to be introduced into the holy land (Silverfarb, 1982, pp. 228).

Another notable criticism in the declaration is the accusation that the Al Saud regime prevented the people
from waging jihad in non-believing regions. This criticism seems to be directed at Ibn Saud's agreements with
the British. With the capture of the Hejaz region, the Saudi state had reached its natural borders, and all of its
neighbors were under British protection. It is understandable that it would be difficult for the Ikhwan
organization, which was accustomed to the spoils of war and placed war at the center of its existence, to accept
this situation. A period of peace would also mean a decline in the political and social significance of the Ikhwan.
In an effort to reduce tension, Ibn Saud organized a large consultation in Riyadh in 1927, which was attended
by the leaders of the Ikhwan, high ulema, and tribal leaders. As a result of this meeting, Ibn Saud made promises
to placate the Ikhwan, such as implementing Wahhabi rules in the Hejaz, prohibiting all innovations, and
mobilizing resources to educate the Shiites about Islam. In return, he required them to acknowledge that he
was the legitimate head of state and that only he had the authority to order jihad (Habib, 1970, pp. 219-254).
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Following the agreement with the Ikhwan, another agreement was signed between the Saudi state and UK in
1927, called the Jeddah Agreement. According to this agreement, which replaced the Darin Agreement, Abdul
Aziz ibn Saud was recognized by UK as the king of both Najid and Hejaz, and in exchange for this recognition,
he promised not to attack British protectorates. This effectively ended the concept of jihad for the Saudi state.
However, there were Ikhwan units that did not recognize Ibn Saud's agreements with "infidels" and continued
to carry out raids against Iraq and Kuwait. This further strained relations between Ibn Saud and the Ikhwan.
Finally, in 1929, an Ikhwan unit attacked a caravan directly linked to the Saudi state, giving Ibn Saud the
opportunity he had long been waiting for. He immediately declared war against the Ikhwan, and after two
battles, the Ikhwan presence in Arabia was eliminated (Vassiliev, 2000, pp. 274-281). Thus, Abdul Aziz ibn
Saud had destroyed the greatest power that could rival him in the administration of Arabia.

In the Jeddah Agreement with the British, Ibn Saud's state was referred to as the Kingdom of Najid and Hejaz.
With the resolution of the Ikhwan problem for the Saudi administration, there were no longer any obstacles to
unite the two kingdoms under a single banner, and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was declared on September
23, 1932. Between the time of Abdulaziz ibn Saud's capture of Riyadh in 1902 and the proclamation of the
Kingdom in 1932, the understanding of Wahhabism underwent changes due to external factors and realpolitik.
This process of change continued with the discovery of oil in Saudi Arabia. In the concluding section, we will
examine the evolving perception of religion within the Saudi administration in this historical context.

Conclusion

During the construction of his state, Abdul Aziz ibn Saud believed that the Emirate of Saud II neglected
religious sensitivity. He supported a more uncompromising and strict Wahhabi policy. In fact, the Ikhwan
organization even attacked telegraph poles in Najid on the grounds that they were "bid'ah” and were highly
suspicious of any technological innovation (Silverfarb, 1982, pp. 228). However, the most decisive factor in the
conflicts that resulted in the elimination of the Ikhwan was the possession of motorized and armored vehicles
purchased from the UK by the Saud side (Vassiliev, 2000, pp. 280).

A closer examination of the recent history of Saudi Arabia reveals shifts in the interpretation of Wahhabism in
response to political realities. The Darin Treaty, which granted political recognition in exchange for non-
aggression against UK, a global superpower at the time, may seem surprising when viewed in the context of
Saudi Arabia's internal history. However, it can be understood that, at the time the treaty was signed, the Saudis
were not yet the sole rulers of even the Najid region and thus did not prioritize commitments to distant British
colonial territories. The Khurma case, however, marks the first instance of the Saud administration prioritizing
political considerations over religious sensitivity. While the first and second Al Saud Emirates are beyond the
scope of this study, it is worth noting that the Emirate of Saud I, which was founded in the early days of
Wahhabism and pursued a strict adherence to its principles, was defeated by the modern armies of Egypt,
highlighting the importance of political considerations. In contrast, the Emirate of Saud II, which emerged
from this defeat, took a more diplomatic and balanced approach. Regardless of the rhetoric employed by
Abdulaziz ibn Saud, it is evident that he pursued a policy similar to that of the Emirate of Saud I until he
consolidated control over Najid, and then adopted a policy more similar to that of the Emirate of Saud II as
global circumstances changed and the threat of World War I loomed. The fact that Ibn Saud did not react,
even verbally, to the British military action against a 1,500-strong Ikhwan unit that had crossed the border,
which took place around five years after the Hurmeh incident, is one of the key indications of this shift. Instead,
he declared that those who managed to return alive to their Hijrahs would be punished and reaffirmed the
relations with the British through the Ukayr agreement. This demonstrates the prioritization of political

considerations over religious sensitivity.
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It is noteworthy that the Ikhwan were not permitted to enter the cities of Medina and Jeddah during the process
of taking control of the Hejaz region. Additionally, as mentioned earlier, Jeddah is a major trade center and
home to the representative offices of many international companies. Interestingly, after capturing the region,
Ibn Saud selected only one of the seven members of the Commercial Courts established in Jeddah from the
ulema. This suggests that the courts continued to operate according to pre-existing procedures even under Al
Saud rule (Al-Jarbou, 2007, pp. 219). At this point, it becomes clear that Ibn Saud was attempting to avoid
disrupting the international economic system.

Ibn Saud's aforementioned political transformation also contributed to his consolidation of power in Arabia.
This is demonstrated by an article titled "Wahhabism and British Interests," written by a British official in 1925.
In the article, the author asserts that British favoritism towards Sharif Hussein is insignificant and that it is of
no concern to UK who controls the Hejaz region as long as the sea trade routes are not jeopardized. The author
also emphasizes that it would be wasteful to devote economic and military resources to maintaining Sharif
Hussein as the ruler of the Hejaz region (Hogarth, 1925). It appears that UK shaped its Arabia policy
accordingly. Through his permissive administration in the Jeddah region, Ibn Saud indicated that he had no
objections to the existing economic system and did not pose a threat to it. In fact, as noted in the consultation
held in Riyadh in 1927, the Saud administration implemented a very different type of administration in the
Hejaz region compared to the Najid region. From a Wahhabi perspective, non-Muslims are even permitted to
perform the Hajj and various innovations such as tobacco and hookah are tolerated. The complaints raised at
the 1927 Riyadh meeting can be interpreted as further evidence that the Saud administration did not wish to
cause issues with the global system.

The Jeddah agreement marked the public end of Jihad. It is believed that the Ikhwan, who viewed this
announcement as a major deviation from the "right path," gradually lost control. In fact, when the situation
became untenable, the Saud administration took decisive action to eliminate the Ikhwan. Following the
suppression of the Ikhwan, the Saudi Arabian government established relations with the US similar to those it
had previously established with the UK. The discovery of oil in the Arabian peninsula raised the question of
which country would be granted the rights to extract it. In order to reduce his dependence on UK, Ibn Saud
chose the US, a rising global power at the time, as his ally in this venture. As a result, ARAMCO, now one of
the largest oil companies in the world, was established in 1944. The cooperation with the US led to the arrival
of US technical personnel in Arabia and the management of oil extraction and refining. Despite facing criticism
from his own public for these relations, Ibn Saud paid little heed to the criticism and expanded the economic
cooperation with the US to include military cooperation, paving the way for the establishment of US military
bases in Arabia. For the first time, students were even sent from Arabia to a non-Muslim country, the US,
setting the stage for the emergence of a "white-collar, middle class" in the country (Wynbrandt, 2010, pp. 199).
As aresult of these social changes, the ability of the ulema to control life and politics in Arabia diminished, and
a modernist interpretation of religion, which was modernist in the context of Arabia, emerged and was able to
challenge the classical interpretation of religion. Furthermore, there is an anticipation that Mohammed bin
Salman, the crown prince of Saudi Arabia, will guide the nation towards a more secular trajectory. This
conjecture finds validation in the ongoing organization of events such as music festivals and concerts featuring
metal bands within the country. Concurrently, as the administration undergoes transformation, a crucial
consideration pertains to whether the ulama, intricately involved in both the state and the House of Saud, will
formulate an interpretation of religion that aligns with these changes. The progression of activities in domains
like sports and arts underscores the increasing integration of Saudi Arabia into the capitalist system, signaling
an intent by the administration to become a robust participant in the economic system beyond its traditional
role as a rentier state reliant on oil revenues. The pivotal inquiry revolves around the extent of objections that
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conservative ulama may raise against these transformations and the strategies the administration will employ
to address such objections. These inquiries are poised to dominate the agenda of Saudi Arabia in the imminent
years.

To summarize, an analysis of the recent history of Arabia suggests that the Saud regime set aside sectarian
prejudice for political purposes during the founding phase of the state. This theme is evident in the major
events that occurred between the capture of Riyadh and the declaration of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The
aforementioned pragmatic approach persisted after the establishment of the Kingdom.

References

Al-Jarbou, A. (2007). The role of traditionalists and modernists on the development of the Saudi legal system.
Arab Law Quarterly, 21(3), 191-229. Erisim adresi: https://www.jstor.org/stable/27650587

Al-Rasheed, M. (2010). A history of Saudi Arabia. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Anishchenkova, V. (2020). Modern Saudi Arabia. California: ABC-Clio.
Bityiikkara, M. A. (2016). [hvan'dan Ciiheyman'a: Suudi Arabistan ve Vehhabilik. Istanbul: Ragbet Yaynlari.

Cakar, M. (2016). Din-siyaset iliskisi baglaminda Suudi Arabistan ve Vehhabilik (Yiiksek Lisans Tezi), Akdeniz
Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, Antalya.

Demirci, O. (2013). M. M. Futeyyih'in Necd el-Thvan firkast veya bugiinkii Vehhabilik isimli eseri isiginda Necd
Ihvam Teskilat ve Son Suud Devletinin kurulusu (Yiiksek Lisans Tezi), Marmara Universitesi Sosyal
Bilimler Enstitiisii, Istanbul.

Giiner, S. (2019). 16. ve 18. yiizyillar arasinda Osmanli Arabistan'inda merkez-kag iliskileri: eskiya-y1 urban ve
devlet. Amme Idaresi Dergisi, 52(3), 67-93. Erisim adresi: https://kutuphane.dogus.edu.tr/mvt/pdf.php

Habib, J. (1970). The Ikhwan movement of Najd: Its rise, development and decline (PhD Thesis), University of
Michigan. Erisim adresi: https://www.proquest.com/docview/288186259?pqorigsite=gscholar&
fromopenview=true&sourcetype=Dissertations%20&%20Theses

Hogarth, D. G. (1925). Wahabism and British interests. Journal of the British Institute of International Affairs,
4(2), 70-81. https://doi.org/10.2307/3014617

Kostiner, J. (1985). On instruments and their designers: The Ikhwan of Najd and the emergence of the Saudi
State. Middle Eastern Studies, 21(3), 298-323. Erisim adresi: https://www.jstor.org/stable/4283073

Kursun, Z. (1998). Necid ve Ahsa'da Osmanli hakimiyeti. Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu Yayinlari.

Schneer, J. (2015). Balfour deklarasyonu Arap Israil catismasinin kékenleri (A. C. Akkoyunlu, Cev.) Istanbul:
Kirmizi Kedi Yayinevi.

Silverfarb, D. (1980). The Anglo-Najd treaty of December 1915. Middle Eastern Studies, 16(3), 167-177. Erisim
adresi: https://www.jstor.org/stable/4282790

Silverfarb, D. (1982). Great Britain, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia: The Revolt of the Ikhwan, 1927-1930. The
International History Review, 4(2), 222-248. Erisim adresi: https://www.jstor.org/stable/40105200

1562



AUSBD, 2023; 23(4): 15491564

Troeller, G. (2013). The birth of Saudi Arabia. New York: Routledge.
Vassiliev, A. (2000). The history of Saudi Arabia. New York: New York University Press.

Wilkinson, J. C. (1991). Arabia’s frontiers: The story of Britain's Boundary Drawing in the desert. New York: I.
B. Tauris.

Wynbrandst, J. (2010). A brief history of Saudi Arabia . New York: Facts on File Publishing.

Genisletilmis Ozet

Amag

Bu ¢alisma, ozellikle Tiirkiye'de artan ilgi ve dikkatle karsilanan Vahhabilik konusunun gelisimine ve Suud
Kralliginin ingasin1 konu edinmektedir. Ozellikle Suud Vahhabiliginin erken dénemdeki gelisimi ve
doniistimii ile Suudi Arabistan-Birlesik Krallik arasindaki iliskilerin bu déntisiim tizerindeki rolii ¢aligmanin
odak noktasini olusturmaktadir. "Suud Vahhabiligi" terimi, Abdulaziz ibn Suud tarafindan kurulan devletin
benimsedigi Islam goériisiinii ifade etmektedir. Bu devlet giiniimiizde Suudi Arabistan Krallig1 olarak bilinse de
tarihte Suud hanedan: tarafindan kurulan {igiincii kralliktir. Ilk iki Suud Devleti'nin kurulusu ve ¢okiisii
siirecinde iktidarin Islam dinini anlama bigimini sekillendiren 6nemli gelismeler yasanmistir. Islam
Diinyasi’'nda Suudi Arabistan Kralligr'nin resmi yorumunu benimsemeyen ve onunla ¢atisan ¢ok sayida Selefi-
Vahhabi [slam telakkileri bulunmaktadir. Ancak Selefiligin farkli yorumlari bu ¢alismanin kapsaminin diginda
kalmaktadir. Bu ¢aligmanin amaci teolojik tartigmalara girmek degil; tarihsel cerceveyi goz oniinde
bulundurarak Suudi yonetimindeki pragmatik doniisiimiin izini siirmek ve diplomatik iligkiler ile siyasi-
ekonomik kosullarin bu déniisiimdeki roliinii gozler 6niine sermektir.

Yontem

Bu ¢alisma, dokiiman analizi yontemi kullanilarak gerceklestirilmistir. Arastirmada, tarih kaynaklarindan elde
edilen bilgiler ve akademik literatiirdeki c¢alismalar degerlendirilmistir. Suudi Vahhabizminin erken
doniigiimii, Abdulaziz ibn Saudn liderligindeki pragmatik yaklasgim ve siyasi degisiklikler baglaminda
incelenmistir. Diplomatik iligkiler, politik ve ekonomik faktorler dikkate alinarak analiz edilmistir.

Abdulaziz ibn Suud'un boélgede giiglii bir siyasi aktor olarak yiikselmesine katkida bulunan faktorleri idrak
edebilmek icin Arabistan'in sosyo-ekonomik yapisinin incelenmesi gerekmektedir. Bu nedenle ¢aligmanin ilk
boliimii, Arap Yarimadasinin cografi 6zelliklerini 6zetlemeyi ve sosyal-ekonomik yapisini ana hatlarryla
¢izmeyi amaglamaktadir. Arap toplumunun parcalanmis yapisi, zor cografi kosullar ve oOzellikle Necid
bolgesinin izole konumu, Suud ailesinin basarisini anlamada 6nemli faktorlerdir.

Bolgenin cograti ve sosyo-ekonomik sartlar1 izah edildikten sonra bir sonraki boliimde III. Suudi Kralligrnin
kurulus stirecinden bahsedilmektedir. Bu noktada bolgede Vahhabi inancinin dogusu, ilk Suud Kralligi'nin
kurulusu ve Misir Hidivligi ile olan iliskileri 6nem arz etmektedir. Suud Hanedany; her ne kadar bedevi
savascilarin sagladig1 giic ile Necid bolgesinde askeri stiinliigii ele gegirebiliyor olsa da modern ordular
karsisinda fazla bir sanslarinin olmadigini bu dénemde fark etmistir.
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Suudlar1 bolgede yenilmez bir askeri gii¢ haline getiren gelisme ise Ihvan teskilatinin kurulmasinda
yatmaktadir. Bu gergevede gocer bedevi kabileler “Hicre” adi verilen yeni kurulmus yerlesim bolgelerinde
ikamete zorlanmis ve yiizyillardir devam ettirdikleri hayat tarzini terk etmislerdir.

Son boliimde ise Suud devletinin Birlesik Krallik ile olan diplomatik iligkileri ele alinmaktadir. Yasanan reel
politik gelismeler, hanedanin yonetim anlayisini derinden etkilemistir. Bu baglamda Darin ve Ukayr
anlagmalari, Hurme vakasi, Hicaz bolgesinin ele gecirilmesinin ardindan yasanan gelismeler incelenmektedir.

Bulgular

Bu ¢alisma, gliniimiiz Suudi Arabistan Krallig1 din anlayisinin tarihi siire¢ igerisinde yasanan siyasi, ekonomik,
toplumsal vb. gelismeler 15181nda olduk¢a 6nemli degisiklikler gecirdigini gostermektedir. Birlesik Krallik ile
yapilan anlagmalar ve bu anlagmalarin icerigi, politik gerceklerin 6nceliklendirilmesinin giizide 6rnekleridir
yansitmaktadir. Abdulaziz ibn Suud, giiciinii konsolide etmek icin erken dénemde mevcut olan kati, reel
politik ile uzlagsmaz Vahhabilik anlayigini degistirmistir. Ozellikle Thvan Orgiitii'niin dagitilmasi, bu
doniistimiin hem en 6nemli gostergelerinden hem de doniisiimiin kendisini hizlandiran tarihi bir vakadir.
Arabistan cografyasinda petroliin kesfi, Suudlarin ABD ile ekonomik is birligi icerisine girmesini saglamistir.
[lerleyen dénemde bu is birligi askeri alana da sigramistir. Bu siireg, Suudi Arabistan'm modernlesmesine ve
geleneksel dini yorumun karsisinda yeni yorumlarin ortaya ¢itkmasina yol agmustir.

Simirliliklar

Calismanin birincil sinir1 teolojik bir tartismayi kapsam dis1 birakmasidir. Vahhabilik ve Selefilik kendine 6zgii
Islam anlayislaridir. Ancak bu inanglarin teolojik incelenmesi calismanin kapsami disinda kalmaktadir. Bunun
haricinde Vahahbilik 6ncesi Arap siyasi yapis1 ile 1930 sonrasi gelismeler de tarihi aralik agisindan ¢aligmanin
kapsami dsindadir. Calismada cografi olarak, giiniimiizdeki Yemen, Umman, Katar gibi devletleri de icine alan
tiim Arap yarimadasi degil sadece Suud hanedaninin etki alan1 odakta tutulmaktadir.

Oneriler

Suudi Arabistan bolgenin 6nemli aktorlerinden biridir. Vahhabilik, Selefilik gibi konular Tirkiye popiiler
giindeminde yiiksek tarafgirlik esliginde ele alinmakta yahut tamamiyla gézardi edilmektedir. Bu ¢alisma
konuyu tarihi baglam ve siyasi gelismeler 151g1nda ele alma tesebbiistidiir. Suud hanedaninin yonetim anlayis
zaman igerisinde yasanan olaylar cercevesinde degisim gostermistir. Ancak bu degisimin ekonomi-politik
vechesi de aydinlatilmay1 beklemektedir. Bunun yaninda Suud modernlesmesinin esas itibariyle kendisini
gosterdigi 1930 sonras1 donem de ¢alismanin kapsami disindadir. Bu anlamda makale, Suud siyaset anlayisinin
ekonomi-politik bir ¢6ziimlemesi ile Suud modernlesmesine bir basamak olarak diisiiniilebilir.

Ozgiin Deger
Bu ¢aligma, Suudi Arabistan Kralligrnin yonetim ve din anlayisinin tarihi vakalar ¢ercevesinde analizini
icermektedir. Literatiirde genel olarak teoloji alanina birakilan Selefilik, Vahhabilik gibi konular1 siyasi ve

ekonomik iliskiler cercevesinde irdelemektedir ve bu tesebbiisii ¢calismanin 6zgiin degerini olusturmaktadir.

Arastirmaci Katkisi: Utku AYBUDAK (%100).

1564



