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Teaching Foreign Language with Using Cultural
Aspects of Literature

Celile Eren Okten’

Abstract: In this study, we shall examine the portfolio studies of the third grade
student teachers of the English Language Teaching Department in Yildiz Technical
University, as part of the requirements of the “Language and Literature” course offered.
They include the worksheets designed by student teachers, mainly targeting teaching
grammar, vocabulary, translation, textual cohesion and coherence. The research shall
mainly focuses on the following points of (i) how student teachers approached literary
texts, highlighting the advantages and disadvantages they encountered while coping
with literary texts; (ii) which literary texts were chosen as teaching materials and how
were these texts internalized and interpreted to target cultural enrichment; (iii) which
language samples of real life settings were demonstrated. This paper aims to show that
teaching language through literature initiates the student teachers’ pragmatic input in
progress, and helps them to prepare authentic teaching materials in terms of developing
teaching competencies.

Keywords: Student Teacher, Literature, Authentic Material, Intercultural Com-
petence, Pragmatics

Edebiyatin Kiiltiirel Yonlerini Kullanarak Yabanci Dil Ogretmek

Ozet: Bu calismada, Yildiz Teknik Universitesi Ingilizce Ogretmenligi Bélimii
3. Sinif dgrencilerinin Dil ve Edebiyat dersi i¢in olusturduklar: ¢aligma dosyalarini
inceledik. Bu dosyalar, 6gretmen adaylari tarafindan hazirlanmis olup dilbilgisi, sézciik
bilgisi, ceviri, metinsel biitiinliik ve tutarlilik 6gretimini hedefleyen ¢aligma kagitla-
rint igermektedir. Arastirmamiz baslica su noktalar {izerinde durmaktadir: Ogretmen
adaylari edebi metinlere nasil yaklastyor? (Edebi metinlerle ¢alisirken ne gibi olumlu
veya olumsuz yonlerle karsilastyorlar?) Ogretim materyali olarak hangi edebi metin-
leri segiyorlar? Hedef dil kiiltiiriinii nasil igsellestirip yorumluyorlar? Gergek hayattan
hangi dil 6rneklerini gosteriyorlar? Amacimiz, edebiyati dil 6gretiminde kullanirken
dgretmen adaylarinin edimbilimsel girdisini gelistirmektir. Béylece edebiyatin dil
dgretiminde kullanimi, 6gretmen yeterliliklerini gelistirmek acisindan onlara 6zgiin
materyal hazirlama da yardimcr olacakur.

Anahtar Sézciikler: Ogretmen Adayi, Edebiyat, Ozgiin Materyal, Kiiltiirlerarast
Yetkinlik, Edimbilim
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Introduction

Kasper and Rose define pragmatics as “the study of communicative action
in its socio-cultural context” (2001, p. 2). They were inspired by Crystal’s defi-
nition on pragmatics (1997, p. 301, cited in Kasper and Rose), which focused
on the way language was used and exposed to social interactions. In the overall
sense, the communication process has been one of the prevalent research topics
due to its influences on foreign language teaching. Thus, interpretations and
performances of communicative actions become noteworthy in studying the
social perceptions of target language. Within this framework, pragmatics helps
learners to gain communicative competence through engaging different types
of discourse and texts.

Concisely, communicative action takes place within socio-cultural context.
Related to this view, literature plays an important role in terms of authentic
uses in classroom activities during language teaching processes (Uslu, 2005).
Moreover, Arikan’s proposal on pragmatic and cultural utterances (2008) appeals
to us that creativity, which is highly supported by literature, would be required
in order to decode pragmatic and cultural utterances during communication.

There are oppositions against using literature in language teaching, yet it
can be seen that there are more benefits than limitations of using literature in
language classes. Literature promotes language acquisition and learning moti-
vation through providing authentic materials. It enriches cultural and language
knowledge. Moreover, studying a foreign culture through literature may well
increase students’ understanding of that culture and might encourage them to
view the target culture positively. Studying culture is as useful as part of foreign
language instruction due to its influence on language and communication. It
gives students a reason to study the target language. It increases students’ interest
and consciousness; helping them understand people of other cultures besides
their own, rather than memorizing or imitating “the other” (Arikan, 2005).

Currently, the foreign language teaching principles of the Ministry of
National Education (MoNE) are based on communicative approach, which
basically gives priority to the functions of language rather than its structural
features. The foreign language curriculum of the MoNE has been designed
according to the Common European Framework References (CEFR), which
aims to improve students’ cognitive, auditory and kinesthetic skills, learning
strategies; communicative and cross-cultural language skills, and consequent-
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ly, better self-expression. In addition to those skills, CEFR-based curriculum
gives opportunities to students to evaluate themselves and construct learning
atmospheres through collaboration.

In this study, I observed that literature guides the students through the
reading process by focusing their attention not only on the plot, characters,
grammar and vocabulary, but also, on interpreting what they have read, and
internalizing it. Language only has meaning when understood within its cultural
context, with that context, illuminated by the basic beliefs and values at the core
of the society (Han, 2005, p. 76). By constructing the process of learning with
correlating a sample of literary text to a real life situation, which is different
from didactic texts, students are given access to a world of attitudes, values,
collective imaginings and historical frames of the references that constitute the
memory of people or a speech community (Gray, 2005).

While organizing this research I informed student teachers that they had
to prepare their own portfolios including worksheets based on the activities
taken from the book, Literature (Duff and Maley, 2007) and make their own
comments about using literature in teaching a foreign language. They took the
“Language and Literature” course for two semesters, and their portfolios were
collected at the end of the academic year. When I reflected on the design of
this study, I put forward that designing literature activities would help English
Language Teaching (ELT) student teachers raise their cultural awareness, and

gain an insight into authentic material while performing in-service teaching.

The Literature Activities

Integration of literature into foreign language education mainly aims at
critical thinking on cultural studies, and this occurs via activities. Literary
texts which are exposed to many diverse inferences and critics, would pro-
vide opportunities for making synthesis of materials, teaching objectives and
learning styles. In this context, literary works convey the integrated forms of
culture and life style that stimulate students’ perceptibility, comprehensibility
and interpretation of language skills (Premawardhena, 2007). The acquisition
of those skills would be beneficial for the student teachers’ own teaching strat-
egies in the future. The literature activities may function as intermediary roles
to expose linguistic and cultural difficulties in terms of grammar, vocabulary,
translation, textual cohesion and coherence during the acquisition process. In
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addition to this, Arikan mentions that not only are grammatical structures
taught through literary texts, but also variability of meanings are presented in
different contexts (2008). So the activities studied in Duff and Maley’s book
(2007) were designed by extracting texts from novels, short stories, poems,
plays, movies, TV series, diaries, letters, advertisements, street signs, magazines,
newspapers, etc. All such extracts would give ideas about the other countries’
history, folklore, arts, cuisine, economics, politics, geography.'

The students mainly bring out the activities that provide improvement in
speaking and writing skills. Besides, they believe that teaching skills can be
improved through performing literature activities (Artkan, 2005). Here, I shall
highlight the activities targeting speaking and writing skills. Those activities
are called “split exchanges, speculation, author’s comments, street literature,
matching texts, past and present, formal and informal language, combining
texts, word arrays, screen adaptation, intralingual translation, speaking in role,
rehearsal time, verbs: tenses and passive forms, conditionals, translation: frequent
verbs, reverse translation, familiar expressions, inside the character’s head and
literature projects”. All these activities serve as a starting point of creativity and
production (Arikan, 2005).

I would like to refer to the aims of those activities that make their functions
explicit during the learning process. I observed that at the beginning of the
study, the students mostly endeavored to teach the most difficult points of
grammar and vocabulary isolated from the texts. They applied their language
knowledge in a behaviorist way, apart from constructing new interpretations
of the context or, basically comprehending the context. For them, it seemed
easy to determine the grammatical complexities and select unknown words,
disregarding textual coherence. However, with the guidance of literature activ-
ities, the students became aware of interrelations among grammar, vocabulary,
translation, contextual and cultural characteristics that make students reflect
on their own reading comprehensions, and afterwards sought to improve their
speaking and writing skills.

The activities were determined according to grade, level, students’ needs and

! For instance, Simon Schama, Rembrandts Eyes (art history); Tim Severin, Tracking Marco
Polo (travel/autobiography) (Duff and Maley, 2007, pp. 14-15); Misha Glenny, The Balkans
(Duff and Maley, 2007, pp. 12-13). The extracts taken from these books expose the authenticity,
which is narrated by characteristics of their genres and cultural tips.
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expectations. A very brief list of these activities are shown: dialogue exchanges;
combinations of texts; choosing appropriate vocabulary; mimics and gestures
according to character; word plays; matching texts to stir up discussions;
comparisons of language and attitudes from different time periods; differences
between formal and informal usage in everyday life; reconstructing a written
text or a speech; variation of expressions depending on situation; the use of
phrasal and prepositional verbs in a certain context; increasing awareness of
the hidden differences between mother tongue and target language; showing
how everyday language can be used in literature; raising awareness of common

collocations; focusing on conditionals, direct and indirect speech, and genre.

Method

The content analysis method (Miles and Huberman, 1994) has been adapt-
ed for the overall structure of my work. Content analysis, as one of the key
components of action research, uses qualitative interpretative data in order to
make teachers’” practices more improved and qualified. The emphasis is given
to interpretations and situations based on the practices. I preferred to use that
model for practical reasoning on how the student teachers would adapt their
cultural learning to their prospective teaching strategies.

Based on their portfolios, they were supposed to be acquainted with real life
settings, and produce cross-cultural comparisons, and more creative activities
and tasks derived from authentic materials. The instructional organizers of the
research had been arranged in the order of 1.individual 2.group and 3.whole
class. Each student teacher prepared his or her own portfolio, and then dis-
cussed the activities found in portfolios with the group and finally performed
in front of the class to share the views of the whole class in order to evaluate
the validity and functionality of the activities according to view point of the

teaching language.

Data Analysis

The data for this study came from the portfolios of the third grade ELT
students. Their interactions with the course lecturer (myself) for two semesters
had also been noted down during the research process. In the portfolios, the
student teachers created worksheets in which they applied their knowledge of
grammar, vocabulary, translation, textual cohesion and coherence to the target
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language in real life settings. Additionally, at the end of each worksheet, they
wrote down reflective paragraphs about linguistic, referential and cultural out-
comes of the activities. They had to cite references (internet resources, books,
brochures, magazines, interviews, songs, etc.) for the extracts. The data was
used to analyze their performances on activities, self and peer evaluations on
them. The designed activities showed level, time, aims, preparation, procedure,
follow-up, sample texts and sources. When I examined the activities, the fol-
lowing blending points of language and literature were seen: “Frequent verbs,
phrasal and prepositional verbs, tenses, passive forms, conditionals, direct and
indirect speech, various speaking styles, synonyms, collocations, syntax, into-
nation, characters, period, themes, humor, irony, metaphor, imagery, frames
of references, connotations, authors, setting, lengths of texts.” However, I only
mentioned the cultural aims of the extracts that were totally determined by

student teachers.

Findings

Gillian Lazar (1993) considers the cultural aspects in literary texts, and
claims that the teaching of culture in the language classroom could provoke
controversial issues, and expresses two statements: “1. Language teachers should
select literary texts, which are culturally universal or, at least culturally under-
standable to everyone. 2. Students’ comprehension is frequently impeded not
by linguistic features in a literary text, but by cultural ones. Cultural features
could help students understand more fully the language in a text (pp.66-67).
In addition to these statements, Duff and Maley (2007) mention their aim for
teaching foreign language - to make students engage interactively with the text in
considering the cultural difficulty/appropriacy of the foreign language (pp.6-7).

Here, I would like to give some samples of the student teachers’ worksheets
and their comments about the activities that enlightened the culture and lan-
guage collaboration in class. I mainly focused on cultural aims of the worksheets
while teaching English through literature.

Through these activities, the student teachers reflected on what and how
to teach. Even though they were unable to distinguish between linguistic fea-
tures and cultural characteristics, eventually they noticed that there were two
distinctive parts they should focus on; language and culture. The activities
initiated them to think critically in a textual coherence. They concluded to
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classify cultural topics into two groups: Popular culture and classic culture. For
instance, one of them used Beyonce’s song “If I were a boy I'd roll out of bed
in the morning” as a material for the activity of “conditionals”. She made the
class notice the utterances of conditionals in lyrics. The other student gave the
samples of indirect speech from ]J.K. Rowling’s interview. Certain tenses and
passive forms were taken from the interview with Madonna and TV series such
as “Lost”. The examples of frequent verbs such as “do, make, get, bring” and
translations were extracted from the interview with Twilight’s author, Stephanie
Meyer. One might say that all these examples were based on popular culture.
However, I should take into consideration both the learner’s needs and interests
while selecting texts and organizing activities. When I read their comments
about the activities they organized, they claim that it was reasonable and useful
to use texts from interviews, advertisements, TV series, movies, plays, speech,
etc. Not only were they captivating interests, they also stimulated visualization
and concrete interpretations of the context as well.

On the other hand T also came across more eligible cultural points: One
of the worksheets presented Oliver Twist for a “speculation” activity that he is
an orphan, and lives in a workhouse. The student gave information about the
workhouses during the period of the Industrial Revolution, and their relation
to society. John Steinbeck’s novel Of Mice and Men was also used for the “spec-
ulation” activity, and the students were expected to have an idea about “The
Great Depression” in the 1930’s in America. Another student examined Pride
and Prejudice by Jane Austen, and made comparisons in terms of addressing
another. In the novel, even in a family setting, the wife calls his husband Mr.
Bennet. When I look at Turkish culture, we use the words bey or hanim. For
“formal and informal language” activity, the student distinguished formal and
informal usage of language in everyday life by studying Pygmalion by Bernard
Shaw. I frequently see this type of comparison on religious aspects such as
Christmas, Baptism, Virgin Mary, etc. One of the prominent examples of re-
ligion is about Virgin Mary that takes place in the flower’s setting of Katherine
Mansfield’s short story A Dill Pickle. The student gives information about the
flowers mentioned in this story, and their cultural meanings. The student states
that “marigold” is derived from “Mary’s Gold”, and the plant is associated with
the Virgin Mary.
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Conclusion

I discussed the significant role of literature in foreign language teaching
based on classroom action research conducted through portfolios prepared by
ELT students. I concluded that teaching language through literature would
provide students with a taste of aesthetics?, critical thinking, articulation,
making discussion, comparisons, interpretations and arguments. Consequent-
ly, I would state that the student teachers expose self-explanatory activities,
meaningfully clear and distinctive examples, elaborative internet and library
research that gives intriguing information about the author, his/her work,
environment and time period. In addition to a new awareness of cultural tips,
the student teachers achieved the goal of inseparability of language and culture
in classroom: At least now, they are able to design activities including real life
settings; they know how to use authentic materials, make connections among
linguistic, referential, conceptual and cultural features in a text. They could
estimate the limitations of the authentic materials while preparing activities,
and introduce the cultural points of the target language (Eren, 2004). While
looking for the authentic texts, student teachers also made selections according
to their special thematic interests, and focused better on them. Thus, this incli-
nation encouraged students to become more aware of firstly, their own cultural
background, and then intercultural competence, later, their subject-matter
knowledge (Knapp, 1998). Finally, depending on the intermingled elements
of literature and culture, they could evaluate themselves in terms of teaching
internship and micro-peer teaching practices, whether all these performances

project living language or otherwise.

2 Hilmi Ugan (2006) mentions a constant relation between literary texts/literature theories and
language/literature training. Language education can be accepted as the first step of literature
training. The main purpose of reading literary texts is to acquire aesthetic sensitivity. I think
that pre-service language teachers especially need to achieve literary aesthetic tastes during their
training in the university, in order to get the qualifications of professionalism that in-service
teaching requires.
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GENIS OZET
Edebiyatin Kiiltiirel Yonlerini Kullanarak Yabanci Dil C)gretmek

Celile Eren Okten”

Bu ¢alismada, 6gretmen adaylarinin 6grendikleri yabanci dilin edimbilimsel
ozelliklerinin farkina edebiyat yoluyla nasil daha kolay vararak dili 6gretebile-
cekleri tizerinde durulmaktadir. Bu yolla kazanacaklari farkindalik, 6gretmen
adaylarina dili 6grenirken yasayacaklari edimbilimsel zorluluklari gozlemle-
melerine ve onlarin hedef kiiltiire ilgilerinin artmasina olanak saglayacakur.
Ayrica dzgiin materyal olarak kabul edilen edebiyatla ilgili 6grenim materyalleri
farklt dil seviyelerindeki 6grencilere uyarlanabilir ve ¢alisma kagitlari, testler,
bulmacalar, ¢izim haritalari, sarkilar, sunumlar ve videolar gibi ¢esitli 6gretim
materyallerine doniistiiriilebilir.

Yildiz Teknik Universitesi Ingilizce Ogretmenligi tigiincii sinif 6grencilerinin
zorunlu derslerinden olan Dil ve Edebiyat dersi i¢in hazirlanan gelisim dos-
yalarini inceledik. Gelisim dosyalari Edebiyat (Duff ve Malley, 2007) adli ders
kitabini igerigine gore hazirlanmisur. Dosyalar 6gretmen adaylar: tarafindan
hazirlanmis olup dilbilgisini, sézvarligini, ¢eviriyi, metinsel uyum ve uygunlugu
baslica 6gretmeyi hedefleyen ¢alisma kagitlarini icermektedir. Veriler, bu ¢alis-
ma kagitlarindan toplanmis ve icerik analizi yontemine (Miles ve Huberman,
1994) gore incelenmistir.

Arastirma baslica su noktalara odaklanmistir: Ogretmen adaylart edebi
metinlere nasil yaklasirlar? Ogretim materyali olarak hangi edebi metinleri
secerler? Hedef dildeki kiiltiirel zenginligi nasil igsellestirip yorumlarlar? Gergek
hayattan alinmus hangi 6rnekleri gostermeye calisirlar? Edebiyat ile dil 6gre-
timi 6gretmen adaylarinin edimbilimsel girdisini ileriye tasimaktadir. Ayrica
ogretim yetkinliklerini gelistirmek adina 6zgiin materyal hazirlamalarina da
yardim etmekeedir.

Aragtirmamizin temelini olugturan edimbilim, yabanci dil 6grenicilerine
farkli soylem ve metin tiirleriyle kargilagtiklarinda iletisimsel yetkinliklerini
gelistirme icin yardimcr olur. Yabanci dil egitiminde iletisimin sosyo-kiiltiirel bir
baglamda devam etmesi esastir. Bu agidan 6zgiin materyallerden yararlanmak

" Yrd. Dog. Dr., Yildiz Teknik Universitesi Egitim Fakiiltesi Yabanci Diller Egitimi Bélimi,
celileokten@gmail.com.
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bu sosyo-kiiltiirel baglami anlamak ve igsellestirmek i¢in 6nemlidir. Edebiyatin
ozgiin bir malzeme olarak kullanilmasi, iletisimin akiciligi ve dogruluguna katk:
saglamakrtadir. Edebiyatin, ozellikle yabanci dil siniflarinda uygulanan etkinlerde
kullanilmasi, iletisimin akiciligini saglayan kiiltiirel baglamlarin ¢6ziimlenmesini
ve dil edinimini kolaylagtirmaktadir (Uslu, 2005; Arikan, 2008).

Bir dili 6grenirken bagli oldugu kiiltiirii ayri tutmak miimkiin degildir. Dil
ogreniminde kullanilan 6zgiin materyaller, kiiltiirii ve o kiiltiirdeki iletisimi de
ayni zamanda tanitmaktadir. Bu gibi calismalar 6grencinin ilgisini ve farkin-
daligini arturmakea ve bagka kiiltiirlere mensup insanlari anlamalarini kolay-
lastirmaktadir. Ayrica ezbere dayali 6grenmeden ¢ok dil kullaniminda neyin,
nerede, ne zaman, kime, nasil kullanilacagini gostermektedir (Arikan, 2005).

Dil, kendi kiiltiirel baglaminda toplumsal degerleriyle ve inanglariyla anla-
sildiginda bir anlam ifade etmektedir (Han, 2005). Gergek hayattan bir kesit
olarak kullanilabilen edebiyat, 6grenme siirecindeki bu yapilanmayi tanitug;
degerlerle, tarihsel cercevelerle ve 6rnek yasantlarla inga etmektedir (Gray, 2005).

Bu ¢alismamizda 6gretmen adaylari, Duff ve Maley’nin Edebiyat (2007)
kitabindaki yabanci dil 6gretimi etkinliklerinden yararlanarak ders materyallerini
hazirladilar. ki dsnem boyunca aldiklari Dil ve Edebiyat dersi icin edebiyat-
tan yararlanarak etkinlikler gelistirdiler. Roman, kisa 6ykii, siir, oyun, film,
giinlitk, mektup gibi eserlerden yararlanarak olusturulan metinler, tilkelerin
tarihi, folkloru, sanat, siyaseti ve diger bir¢ok konuda da bilgi vermektedir. Bu
edebiyat etkinliklerinin, 6zgiin materyallerin de katkisiyla 6grencilerin yabanci
dil egitimindeki farkindaliklarini arctiracagni ileri siirmekreyiz. Ogrenciler, me-
tinleri calisirken dilbilgisi, s6zciik bilgisi, ceviri, baglamsal ve kiiltiirel 6zellikler
arasindaki iliskilendirmeleri gozlemlerler ve dil becerilerini gelistirmeye calisirlar.

Miles ve Huberman'in icerik analizi yontemi (1994) kullanilarak 6gretmen
adaylarinin ¢alisma dosyalari incelendi. Edebi metinlerden yola ¢ikarak nasil
etkinlikler diizenledikleri ve kiiltiirel 6grenimi nasil sagladiklart tizerinde du-
rulmustur. Yapilan incelemeler sonucunda goriilen odur ki gercek hayatla olan
tanigikligr arttirmak, kiltiirler arast benzerlikleri ve farkliliklari bulmak temel
amag olmugtur. Her 6gretmen aday1 hazirladigi materyali sinifta sunmus, uygu-
lamig ve elegtirilere gore diizeltmelerini yapmugstir. Her bir etkinlik dilbilimsel,
kiiltiirel ve gonderimsel acidan degerlendirilmistir.

Dil siniflarinda kiiltiir aktarim, dil becerilerini gelistirdigi gibi baska kiil-
tiirlerin anlagilabilirligini de saglar. Ayrica kiiltiirel 6zellikler, dil kazanimini bir
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biitiinliik ve uyum igerisinde verirken elegtirel diisiinmenin, estetik duygusunun,
iliskilendirme ve yorum yapabilme kabiliyetinin de gelismesine katkida bulunur.

Anahtar Sézciikler: Ogretmen Adayi, Edebiyat, Ozgiin Materyal, Kiiltiir-
lerarasi Yetkinlik, Edimbilim
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