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Dogunun batiya, batinin da doguya agilan kapist
ve bir ¢ekim alan1 olan Akdeniz tarihin her done-
minde birgok uygarligin dogus ve yok olusuna ev
sahipligi yapar. Topografyanin sekillendirdigi te-
mel oOzellikler nezdinde etrafinda yasayan toplu-
luklarda farkli politik, kiiltirel ve dini inanglara
ragmen yazgi ortakhg gorliir. Bu tema ayristirict
ve otekilestirici olmaktan ziyade fiziki/beseri cog-
rafya, demogratya ve dolaysiyla historiografyay:
birbirine baglar.

Akdeniz'in “tecrit edilmis” bir i¢ deniz olmak-
tan ¢ikip, bilim insanlari i¢in cazibe alani haline
gelmesi, ancak II. Diinya Savagi sonrasinda ger-
ceklesmistir. Akdeniz Havzasi, Batt Avrupa’da ya-
rim asir gibi kisa bir siire igerisinde kavramsal te-
melleri atilarak kendisine 6zgiin bir ¢alisma alan:
yaratmusti. Icerisinden gectigimiz 21. yizyilda, bi-
limsel ve yontemli arastirma ilkelerini 6ziimsemis
akademik kurumlarin tesekkiilii ile Akdeniz Aras-
tirmalar1 yeni bir anlam ve 6nem kazanmustir. Bu-
giin, Amerika’dan Avrupa, Afrika ve Asya kitala-
rina degin genis bir cografyada etkinlikte bulunan
enstitli/vakif/ arastirma ve uygulama merkezleriy-
le bu kurumlar tarafindan ¢ikartilan kitap, dergi
vs. yaymlar bilim insanlarma verimli bir tartiyma
zemini sunmaktadir. Ger¢ekten de bu tartismalar,
bir yandan aragtirma birikiminin serpilip gelisme-
sine olanak sunarken ote yandan elde edilen ve-
riler araciligiyla bilginin kullanilarak yeniden tire-
tilmesi noktasinda kavramsal ve uygulamali yeni-
liklerin ortaya ¢ikmasini miimkiin kilmaktadir.

Tarih oncesi donemlerden giintimiize degin
Akdeniz'in en yogun ve degisken iskan cogratyasi-
ni teskil eden giiniimiiz Tirkiye'sinden bakildi-
ginda, Akdeniz Aragtirmalari’nin kendi tartigma
alanini yaratmus bir birikime sahip oldugunu soy-
lemek giigtiir. Bunda bilim insanlarinin ilgi eksik-
liginden ziyade, soz konusu ¢alismalarin kurum-
sallasmus bir yapr aracihgiyla temsil edilmiyor olu-
sunun pay1 eksik degildir.

The Mediterranean, the gate of the east opening to
the west and of the west opening to the east and
attracting like a magnetic field, has witnessed the
rise and decline of many civilizations throughout
the course of history. Considering the basic
characteristics formed by its topography, although
there is a diversity of political, cultural and religious
beliefs amongst the peoples living around this sea,
there is also the sharing in the same destiny. This
theme has no separating or otherizing quality;
on the contrary the Mediterranean connects the
physical and human geography, demography and
consequently historiography to each other.

The Mediterranean ceased to be an “isolated”
inner sea and became an attractive field for
scientific research after World War Il when
this particular field of study with its conceptual
foundations focusing upon the Mediterranean
Basin was created in Western Europe within the
short period of half a century. During the 21*
century through the establishment of academic
institutions that internalized scientific methods
and research principles, Mediterranean research
acquired a new meaning and importance. Today
institutes, foundations, centers of research and
application, with fields of activity covering a wide
geography including America, Europe, Africa and
Asia, through their publications, books, bulletins,
etc. offer scientists a productive forum for discussion.
It is certain that these discussions not only assist in
the accumulation of research leading towards a
more complete understanding, but also enable the
further development of conceptual and practical
applications within this process of reproducing and
communicating knowledge with the analysis and
use of the resulting research data.

When it is seen from modern Turkey, which
possesses the densest and most varied settlement
geography since prehistoric times, it is hard to say
that research on the Mediterranean has had an
arena that has enabled it to create its own sphere
of discussion. This problem has nothing to with



Akdeniz Universitesi, Akdeniz Uygarliklar: Arag-
tirma Enstitiisii, kurulmus bulundugu 2012 yilin-
dan bu yana Akdenizlilik kimliginin tarihsel ve
kaltirel koklerinin arastirilmasi ve Akdeniz Hav-
zast'nin iktisadi, idari ve beseri yasamina dair bilgi
birikiminin derlenmesi/depolanmasi, paylasiimasi/
yayginlastirlmasina doniik faaliyetleri ile kurum-
sallagma siirecine katki saglamay1 kendisine 6nce-
likli bir gorev alan1 olarak belirlemistir.

Enstitimuz tarafindan cikartilan CEDRUS:
Akdeniz Uygarliklart Arastirmalar: Dergisi, Ttr-
kiye tarihsel cografyasi perspektifinde Akdeniz
Havzasinin kiltiir-tarihsel birikimini inceleyen
Eski-, Orta- ve Yeni-Yakingag tarihi uzmanlari igin,
kendilerine tartisma zemini bulacaklart disiplin-
lerarasi bir siireli yaym olmayr hedeflemekte-
dir. CEDRUS, farkli disiplinlerden gelen bilim
insanlar1 arasinda diyalogun gelistirilmesi, var
olan bilginin giincellenmesi ve yayginlastirilmas:
stireglerine katki saglayacak Ozgiin ve bilimsel
calismalar1 akademi diinyasinin ilgisine sunmayi
amaglar.

any lack of interest on the part of scholars but rather
the main reason has been the lack of an institution-
alized structure through which such studies are
represented.

Mediterranean Civilisations Research Institute at
Akdeniz University from its foundation in 2012 has
as its primarily aim to contribute to the process of
institutionalization through its activities concerning
the investigation of the historical and cultural roots
of Mediterraneanness and the collecting, archiving,
sharing and distribution of knowledge concerning
the peoples, economies, and administrations of the
Mediterranean Basin.

The aim of the institute’s publication CEDRUS:
The Journal of Mediterranean Civilisations Studies,
an interdisciplinary publication, is to offer a forum
for discussion to researchers focusing upon the
Ancient, Medieval, Early Modern and Modern
Periods and for the analysis of the cultural-historical
background of the Mediterranean Basin within the
extensive perspective of Turkey’s historical geogra-
phy. CEDRUS aims to bring together original
academic studies that can contribute to the process
of developing shared perspectives and approaches
between scholars from different disciplines and of
revising and synthesizing the currently available
knowledge for the attention of the academic world.
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