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Ahmed b.Salim Liderli§indeki Cezayirli Gégmen Gruplarimn flkinin Biladii’s-Sam’da Aclun ve
Safed Bélgelerine Yerlestirilmesi 1848-1849

Oz » Calismada Fransiz isgalinden sonra Cezayirli gégmenlerin Biladii’s-Sam’a dniik en
dnemli gdclerinden biri olup halk direnisinin 1847 yilinda basarisizifa ugramasinin
ardindan ortaya ¢ikan hicret hareketi ele alinmaktadir. Biladii’s-Sam’a déniik ilk toplu
gd¢ sayilan bu faaliyetin meydana gelmesinde dénemin sartlari ve bir dizi sebep etkili
olmus, onun isleyisine ve devamhiligini belirlemistir. Boylelikle kritik bir 6nem kazanan
soz konusu aktivite {izerinde ¢ok cesitli hesaplar yapilmistir. Eski Osmanl toprag: olan
Cezayir'den baska bir Osmanhi miilkiine tasinmalari sebebiyle muhacirler,
imparatorlugun belgelerinin de vurguladig: sekilde mahalli idarelerden hos ve sicak bir
karsilama, merkezi otoriden kabul gérmiislerdir. Bu cercevede arastirmada iskan
edilme, maddi yardimlar sunulmasi, devlet ve kanuna baghlik s6zii alinmasi benzeri
Osmanl devlet adamlar1 ve memurlarinca yiiriitiilen icraatlar temelinde gégmenlerin
yerlestirilmesi ve kendilerine vatandaslik verilmesi siirecinin incelenmesi ve
aciklanmasi hedeflenmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cezayir gécmenleri, yerlesim, Ahmed b. Salem, Biladii’s-Sam,
Osmanli imparatorlugu.
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Resettlement the First of the Algerian Immigrant Groups under the leadership of Ahmed ibn Salim
in the Aclun and Safed Regions in Levant -1848-1849

Abstract » This study covered one of the most important Algerian immegrations to the
Levent after the French colonization of Algeria, exactly after the fall of the Organised
Resistance in 1847 AD, this immigration is consiered the first mass imigration to the
Levent, while it was accompanied by a collection of surrounding circumstances and
reasons that led not just to it's occurrence and continuation, but to dangerous
developments to be reckoned with after that. And as they traveled from the Ottoman
property to another Ottoman property as the Ottoman documents show, the immigrants
had a special welcoming from the Ottoman local authorities and the acceptance of the
central authority, and in this frame and according to the treatment that they were
welcomed with by the Ottoman officials this study will clarify the the essential
procedures related to their settlement in the land, which included housing and offering
financial aid after having guarantees that they will keep the Ottoman dependency and
abide by the laws of the state.

Keywords: Algerian immigrants, settlement, Ahmed Ibn Salem, Bilad al-Sham, the
Ottoman Empire.

Ozet

1830 y1li Fransiz ihtilalinin ardindan Osmanli topraklarina ve Biladii’s Sam
bolgesine Cezayirlilerin gocii Cezayirtarihinin en énemli olaylarindandir. 19.
yy'in ilk yarisi sonlarinda toplu go¢ yasanmasi doneme ayri bir Snem
kazandirmustir. 1847 yilinda halk direnisinin durdurulmasinin ardindan Ahmed
bin Salim ve cemaatinin Bilad’iis Sam’a go¢ etmesi toplu géciin ilk 6rnegini teskil
etmistir. Bu go¢ vakasi hem Fransiz hem de Osmanli makamlar: tarafindan

olumlu karsilanmistir.

ister ferdi isterse de toplu gé¢ olsun, sunu unutmamak gerekir ki higbir
zaman sebepsiz go¢ yoktur. Mutlaka goce zorlayan sebepler bulunmaktadir. Bu
sebeplerin en basinda zalim ve somiirgeci egemenlik politikalar1 yatmaktadir.
Ardindan insanlara yonelik katliamlar ve yonetimin zorba yollarla ele
gecirilmesi gelir. Bu zorba politikanin siddeti halkin direnci arttik¢a
artmaktadir. Sonug olarak millet giivenli ve istikrarli bir hayat arayis1 yolunda
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vatanlarinin disina go¢ etmeyi tercih etmektedir. Bu gogiin diger gog

olaylarindan en onemli farki Fransiz makamlari tarafindan onaylanmis
olmasidir. Oysaki ¢ogunlugu Biladii’s Sam olmak iizere herkesin varig noktasi
ortakt1.

Arastirmasi yapilan bu go¢ vakasinin yasandigi zaman dilimi son derece
6nemlidir. Yerel acidan degerlendirecek olursak Cezayirlilerin go¢ etmesi halk
direnisinin diismesi, 1848 yilinda Cezayir’in Fransiz topraklariyla birlesmesinin
ilan edilmesiyle birlikte gerceklesmistir. Uluslararasi agidan degerlendirecek
olur isek de 6zellikle Fransa olmak {izere Avrupa iilkelerinin, Biladii’s Sam dahil
Ortadogu’da hareketlenmeye baglamasiyla birlikte go¢ hareketi gerceklesmistir.
Bundan dolay1 go¢ vakalarina kars1 Osmanli ve Fransizlarin tepkileri bu olaylar
dogrultusunda sekillenmistir. Fransizlarin, direnisci liderleri, din adamlari, 4lim
ve aktivistlerden kurtulmak umudu gocii kolaylastirmistir. Osmanl ise basta
goce karsi tereddiitlii durus sergilemis, amaci gelecekte sorun teskil etmeyecek
ve Bab-1 Ali ile Fransa arasindaki iliskileri zedelemeyecek sekilde gé¢menleri
Osmanl topraklarinda yerlestirmekti. Ozellikle Osmanlh devletinin gd¢menler
ile Fransa arasindagizli planlarinin oldugu hakkinda kuskular1 vardu.

Osmanl devletinde gogmenleri yerlestirme meselesine gelinecek olursa, bu
stiregle ilgili basindan sonuna kadar yiiriitiilen islemlerle ilgili Osmanl arsiv
belgeleriyle bu calisma 6nemli bilgilerle zenginlestirildi. Boylece olaylar
kronolojik siralamasina gore siralandi. Aslinda 500’iin tizerinde buytik sayida
gocmenlerin gb¢ zamanlamasi ve varis yerleriyle ilgili 6nceden bilgi
vermemeleri Sam yetkililerinde kuskulara neden olmustu. Bu da yerel hiikiimet
ile Istanbul'un yiiksek makamlari arasinda iletisim trafigi dogurmustu.
Gocmenlerin itiraflarina gore, eskiden beri Osmanli devletine tabiiyetlerinden
emin olunduktan ve onlardan gelecekte Osmanli’dan baska higbir tarafa tabi
olmayacaklarina dair taahhiit alindiktan sonra Osmanli makamlar1 gé¢gmenlerin
iskanlarini saglayarak maddi yardim sunmakta geri kalmamisti. Ancak Osmanl
bu yardimlar: belirli ilkeler cercevesinde gergeklestirdi. Onlar icin en uygun
iskan yeri secmek Osmanli makamlarinin oncelikli kriterlerindendi. Ciinkii
kalacaklar1 yerin gégmenlere saglik, ekonomik ve siyasi agidan etkisi olmaliydi.
Gogmenlerin islerine yabanci taraflarin miidahale etmemesi ve fikri etki
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yaratmamas: adina go¢menleri yabancilarin ugrak yerleri olan yabanci
elciliklerden ve limanlardan uzak bdlgelere yerlestirmek gerekiyordu. Aym
zamanda go¢menlerin Sam Valisi Safvet Pasa’ya sunduklari talepleri
dogrultusunda ekmeklerini kazanmak i¢in belirli yerlerde calistirmak, ciftcilik
olan mesleklerini siirdiirebilecekleri bolgelere yerlestirmek gerekiyordu. Saglik
glivencelerine gelince havasi, suyu gogmenlerin sagligina uygun veya
gogmenlerin geldikleri bolgenin hava kosullarina benzeyen bir bélgenin olmasi
gerekiyordu. Yerel ve merkezi makamlara gére bu 6zelliklerin bulustugu yer,
gocmenlerin barinacaklari en uygun bolge olmustu. Bolgenin yabancilarin
islemlerinden uzak olmasi, genis ve verimli arazilere sahip olmasi ve bolgede
temiz hava ve suyun olmasi sonucunda Osmanl: yetkililer Sancak Aclun’u en
uygun barinma yeri olarak belirlemistir. Maddi yardimlara gelince, Osmanli
makamlar1 maddi yardimdan ¢ok tabiligi ve iskana daha ¢ok kafa yordugu
sonucuna varilmistir. Osmanli devletinin o dénemde kotii ekonomik sartlarin
yasanmasina ragmen go¢cmenlerin onurlu yasam siirebilmeleri i¢in her kitlenin

ihtiyaclarina gore gerekli maddi yardimlar saglamistir.

Bilindigi tizere birinci gé¢ vakasi1 go¢cmenlerden 2 grup getirmistir. Birinci
gruba uygulanan biitiin islemler birkag¢ ay sonra gelen ikinci go¢ grubuna da
uygulanmustir, Ikinci grup gegici olarak Safed kentinde barindirilms, ancak bu
grup mahsullerinin bozulacagi gerekgesiyle Sancak Aclun’a tasinmay:
reddetmistir. Bunu goren Sidon Valisi (Vamek Bey) gé¢menlerin yerlerinden
ayrilmamalari igin {ist makamlara gerekli talepleri iletmistir. Uzun ugraslarin
sonucunda ilgili makamlar ayni sartlar1 taahhiit etmeleri ve denetim altinda
kalmalar1 sartiyla go¢menlerin ayni bolgede kalmalarina izin vermistir.
Cezayir'den Bilad’lis Sam’a topluca go¢ eden ilk go¢menler bu sekilde
yerlestirilmistir. Osmanl Devleti'nin Bat1 Cezayir eyaletinden gelmis olan bu
gogmen grubu aslinda Osmanl devletine gé¢menlerle ilk tecriibesini yasatmis
oldu.

Sonu¢ olarak bu c¢alismaCezayir'den Bilad’iis Sam’a gb¢ eden ilk
gogmenlerin yerlesim asamalari, bolgedeki sartlar cergevesinde Osmanli
hiikimeti tarafindan karsilastiklar: islemlerle ilgili bilinmeyen hususlara 1s1k
tutmustur. Bu go¢ dalgasi sonrasinda yasanan gog¢ dalgalarina rehber olmus
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hatta temelini olusturmustur. Bu gé¢ dalgalar: gelecekte Cezayir’de kasabalarin

olusmasinin zeminini hazirlamistir. Cezayirli Prens Abdulkadir’in gelisinden
itibaren bolgede gelismeler yasanmisti. Suriye, Liibnan, Filistin ve bu
dénemdeki ayni siiriyla bilinen Dogu Urdiin’iin bir kisminda onlara 6zel
kasabalar olusturulmustu. Bu kasabalar 1864 yilinda olusturulmaya baslanmistu.
Daha sonra 1871-1900 yillar1 arasinda gog sayisi arttikca kasaba olusturma orani
da artig gostermisti.

Anahtar kavramlar: Go¢ olgusu, Ahmed b. Salem, Biladii’s-Sam, Osmanl
Topraklari, yerlesim.

Extended Summary

The phenomenon of Algerian immigration to the lands of the Ottoman
Empire in general and to the Levant in particular after the French replacement
of Algeria in 1830 is one of the most important events that occurred in the
modern history of Algeria. What increased its importance was the fact that it
became collective at the end of the first half of the nineteenth century, where
the migration of Ahmed bin Salem and his group to the Levant occurred after
the end of the organized popular resistance in 1847. As the first experience of
mass immigration, it was welcomed and responded by the French authorities
on the one hand, and a lot of interest by the Ottoman authorities on the other
hand.

The occurrence of this migration and such other individual or group
migrations, whether before or from a distance, was not accidental. Rather, there
were major reasons that led to their occurrence, chief among them the unjust
arrogant colonial policy, crimes against humanity, and absolute tyranny in the
way they governed. This policy was increasing in intensity as the popular
resistance increased, which affected the movement of immigration outside the
country and led to its intensity and activity more in search of safety and
stability.The thing that distinguished this immigration from the rest of the mass
migrations that occurred after that is that this migration was with the approval
of the French authorities, unlike the other migrations, even though the factor
was common and the destination was almost the same (mostly to the Levant).
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The timeframe for this migration, which we are studying here, was
extremely important. On the local side, it coincided with the fall of the popular
resistance and then the declaration of Algeria's annexation of French soil in
1848. On the international side, it coincided with European activity, especially
French and English in the Levant region, including the Levant. This is the
opposite of reactions towards it from the Ottoman and French parties. And if
the tolerance of it by the French authorities was aimed at getting rid of the
leaders of the popular resistance and the clergy, including scholars, sheikhs, and
activists, then the caution and hesitation that characterized the Ottoman
officials in the beginning was aimed at settling these immigrants in the lands of
the Ottoman Empire without any future problems that would spoil Relations
between the High Gate and France. This is especially so as it raised doubts about
the possibility of a relationship of these migrants with France's plans for the

region.

On the issue of the settlement of these migrants by the Ottoman Empire
and related procedures, the Ottoman documents available from the Ottoman
Archives contributed to enriching the research with important information
related to this process from the beginning to the end. This allowed their events
to be listed in order and setting. In fact, the large number of these migrants,
which exceeded five hundred people, in addition to choosing the timing of
arrival and the place of arrival without notice, raised several questions in the
minds of officials of Ayala Al-Sham. This led to an intensification of contacts
between these local government officials with the highest authorities in
Istanbul. After making sure that they were subordinate to the Ottoman Empire
from ancient times according to their recognition of this and making a
commitment to stay on it and not joining others in the future, these authorities
did not hesitate to house them and provide material assistance to them. But that
was also according to certain principles. Choosing the right place for their
housing was one of its priorities because of its direct impact on immigrants,
both in terms of health and in economic and political terms. In order to avoid
foreign interference in their affairs and the intellectual impact on them, they
were supposed to be removed from the places where foreign embassies are
located or near the ports that foreigners frequently visit, and in order for these
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migrants to resume their work and achieve their daily sustenance in their

hands, as stated in their request to the Governor of the Levant ( Safwat Pasha)
necessitated housing them in a place suitable for their type of activity and work
represented in agriculture. As for their health safety, it was necessary to search
for a place whose water and air/climate is appropriate for the health of the
migrants (i.e. similar to that in the area from which they came) and these
specifications were only available in Sanjak of Ajloun, in which the local and
central authorities deemed the appropriate place for their housing. It was kept
out of foreign dealings, as it contained vast and fertile lands, the quality of its
water and the purity of its air made it the best and most suitable place in the
eyes of the Ottoman officials. As for the issue of financial aid, the Ottoman
officials did not occupy them as much as the dependency issue and the housing
issue, and although the economic conditions of the Ottoman Empire at that time
were somewhat problematic, they granted them the necessary assistance in
each category according to its requirements in order to live in dignity.

It is understood that this first batch contained the arrival of two groups of
immigrants. The same procedures that were applied to migrants of the first
group were also applied to those who arrived a few months after the first
arrivals. They were temporarily accommodated in Safed. However, the failure
of the migrants of this group to join Ajloun Sanjak on the pretext of corruption
of their crops in the event that they were transferred there, made the governor
of Saida (Wamiq Bay) intensify his efforts with the higher authorities in order
to allow them to stay in their places. Approval was obtained, but after taking
guarantees that they adhere to the preconditions, he ordered them not to be
overlooked and to keep them under control.Thus, the first batches of
immigrants coming from Algeria to the Levant were collectively
settled/housed. In fact, this mass migration was the first experience of the
Ottoman Empire with migrants from the lost "West Algeria".

In conclusion, the study concluded the ambiguity that was about the
settlement of immigrants, the first batches coming from Algeria to the Levant
and the procedures they faced by the Ottoman government in light of the
existing conditions in the region. This migration became the compass that
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opened the way for future migrations and established them. Rather, it also
served as a prelude to the emergence of Algerian villages in the future in the
Levant, which experienced great activity after the arrival of Prince Abdel-Qader
Al-Jazaery. Their villages were established in Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, and part
of Transjordan, known for its current borders. The beginning of the emergence
of these villages since the year 1864, and then this process witnessed more
intensity for the migrants between the years 1871 and 1900.

Keywords: The phenomenon of immigration, Ahmed Ibn Salem, Bilad al-Sham,
Ottoman Lands, settlement.
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