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MALEK HASSAN MAHMOUD ABDUL QADER

The Semantic Change in Arabic Words That Are Mentioned in the Book of
Silsilat al-Lisan

Abstract

Arabic language learners in the Turkish Republic are basically divided
into two sections of students: the students of theology and the students of
literature. Arabic language is, usually, taught to these two sections during a
preparatory stage throughout a course of Arabic language which uses various
books such as “Silsilat al-Lisan”. However, as soon as the students finish the-
ir preparatory stage, they find themselves surrounded with classical Arabic
texts, especially the students of theology, whose study focuses on Holly Qu-
ran and as-Sunnah among other many resources that need strong vocabulary
inventory that students should acquire through the predatory stage. What
students have learnt from modern vocabulary cannot help them in understan-
ding the Classical Arabic texts. On the other hand, the Turkish language has
borrowed a great number of Arabic words. It is worth mentioning that some
words moved from Arabic to Turkish have changed their meanings to some
certain words and expressions in Arabic, but this has resulted in some misun-
derstanding of meanings of the words by the Turkish students.

The importance of this study lies in that the book of “Silsilat al-Lisan”
attracts the attention of the Arabic teachers who teach this book, so they can
inform and notify Turkish students about the semantic change happened over
the Arabic words throughout history or after their movement to Turkish to
make it easier for the students to understand the Arabic texts in spite of the
historical variety and make them avoid any misunderstanding that is related
to the semantic change.

This study aims to investigate the semantic change of Arabic words in
the Book of “Silsilat al-Lisan” and this general objective underlies some sub
objectives that can be achieved by answering the questions of the study which
are: 1. What is the semantic change? What are its reasons? What are its types?
2. What are the Arabic words that were included in the book of “Silsilat al-
Lisan” and semantically changed inside the Arabic language or by the move-
ment into the Turkish language?

In order to answer these questions, the study was divided into two parts:
the theoretical part and the practical part. The theoretical part that depended
on the inductive approach to the resources that tackled the issue of the seman-
tic change to identify its meaning, reasons and styles. The study redressed
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some issues that were not in the resources and have been approved. The pa-
per appended each reason and style with many clear examples.

As for the practical part, it was represented by making an induction to all
the words semantically changed in the book of “Silsilat al-Lisan”. This part
was divided into two sections: the semantic change of the Arabic meaning of
the Arabic words and the semantic change in the Arabic words moved into
the Turkish language in the book of “Silsilat al-Lisan”. Throughout the induc-
tion and collection process, the study depended on standards and approaches
in order to narrow the words down and count them such as the process of
approving nouns not verbs because Arabic language is a derivative language
and knowing the indication of the noun makes recognizing the function of
the verb an easy task. Also, the linguistic borrowing from Arabic to Turkish
is usually a “nounal” one. Furthermore, the study was based on the lexical
meaning of the word, which is common neither the rhetorical one nor using
the private meaning that cannot be confined.

The study resulted that the reasons behind the semantic change are lin-
guistic, social, psychological and cultural. Also, the semantic change of words
can take many forms such as narrowing and widening. It counted 180 Ara-
bic words mentioned in the Book of “Silsilat al-Lisan” that had undergone
semantic changes. 140 of these words evolved in Arabic itself and 42 words
were also evolved after their movement to Turkish. Finally, the study recom-
mended doing many studies about this phenomenon to make it easier to un-
derstand classical Arabic and to avoid any misunderstanding.

Keywords: Arabic Language and Eloquence, Arabic for Non-Native Spea-
kers, Silsilat al-Lisan, Semantics, Semantic Change.

Silsiletu’l-Lisdn Kitabinda Gecen Arapca Kelimelerde Anlam Degismesi

Oz

Tiirk tiniversitelerinde Arapga 6grenenler: ilahiyat 6grencileri ve edebiyat
Ogrencileri olmak iizere iki kategoriye ayrilmaktadir. Genellikle Arap dili, bu
iki gruba hazirlik smiflarinda “Silsiletii’l-Lisan” gibi modern Arapga’ya da-
yali miifredat1 iceren kitaplar araciligiyla 6gretilmektedir. Bununla birlikte,
“Silsiletii’l-Lisan” ve bu iki 6grenim grubunun kaynaklarinin ve referanslari-
nin ¢ogu, Arap dilinin zaman icinde anlamsal degisimlere ugramis olan klasik
Arapga’ya ait ifadeler ile yazilmistir. Bu kelimelerin Tiirkge’ye aktarilmasiy-
la, hazirlik asamasindaki 6grenci tarafindan 6grenilen kelimelerin anlamlari,
klasik metinleri anlamada ona yardimci olmamakta, tistelik yanlis anlamasi-
na da yol agmaktadir.
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Dilin degismesi konusu farkli perspektiflerden pek ¢ok aragtirmacinin il-
gisini ¢ekmis, ancak arastirmalarda bu konunun anadili Arapca olmayanlara
Ogretilmesi tizerinde durulmamaistir. Bu ¢alisma, Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti'nde
bir¢ok yiiksekogretim kurumunda Tiirk 6grencilere Arapca Ogretmek igin
onaylanmus kitaplardan biri olan “Silsiletii’l-Lisan” kitabinda yer alan Arapca
ifadelerin anlamsal degisimini ele almaktadir. S6z konusu kitap Birlesik Arap
Emirlikleri'ndeki “The Mother Tongue Center” tarafindan basilmis olup sii-
rekli giincellenmekte ve gelistirilmektedir. Kitap dort seviyeden olugsmakta-
dir: Giris, baslangig, orta ve ileri diizey. Bu dort seviye gesitli dil becerilerini
kapsamaktadir: Okuma, yazma, dinleme ve konugma. Boliimleri farkl dilbi-
limsel arastirmalara ayrilmistir: Fonem, morfoloji, gramer, sozliik ve belagat.
Her seviye iki ders kitabindan olusmaktadir. Giris alistirma kitabina ek olarak
toplam sekiz kitap icermektedir.

Bu calismanin 6nemi, Arap dili 6gretmenlerinin, 6zellikle de 6grencisi
Tiirk olan 6gretmenlerin, tarih boyunca Arapca ifadeleri etkileyen “anlamsal
gelisim,, kismina ya da bu ifadelerin Tiirkgeye aktarilmalarinda, “Silsiletii’l-
Lisan” kitab1 6zelinde dikkatleri cekmesidir. Ogretmen, Tiirk dgrencinin dik-
katini bu konulara gekerek Arapga metinlerin gesitli tarihsel asamalarinin an-
lasilmasini dolayistyla Arapga’y: 6grenmesini kolaylastiracaktir. Ayrica Arap-
¢a 0grenen Tiirk 6grencinin kelimelerin anlamsal gelisiminden kaynaklanan
yanlig anlamalara diismesini de engelleyecektir.

Bu calisma, « Silsiletu’l-Lisan « kitabinda yer alan Arapca ifadelerin anlam-
sal gelisimini teorik ve pratik olmak iizere iki baslik tizerinden ele almaktadir.
Bu baglamda karsimiza iki temel soru ¢ikmaktadir. Birincisi: Anlamsal degis-
me, sebepleri ve metotlari nelerdir? Ikincisi: Anlambilimsel gelisim agisindan
“Silsiletu’l-Lisan” kitabinda gegen Arapca kelimeler nedir ve Tiirkge'ye akta-
rimi1 nasildir? Bu iki sorunun cevabs, ¢calismanin iki konuya boliinmesini ge-
rektirmektedir: Birincisi anlamsal degisme kismy, ikincisi ise nedenleri-6riin-
tiileri ile ilgili olan teorik kismidir. Teorik agidan; anlamsal gelisim, nedenleri
ve kaliplar1 tiimdengelim yontemi kullanilarak ele alinmistir. Pratik agidan
ise, «Silsiletu>]-Lisan» kitabinda anlami degisen ve gelisen tiim ifadeler i¢in
tiimevarim yontemi kullanilmaktadir. Bu kisim da iki farkli kategoriye ayril-
mustir: Birincisi, «Silsiletu>]-Lisan» kitabinda gegen Arapga kelimelerin kendi
icinde anlamsal degisimi; ikincisi ise Tiirk¢e'ye intikal eden Arapca kelimele-
rin anlamsal degisimidir. Biitiin tiimevarim ve toplama siireci boyunca calis-
ma, kelimelerin sinirlandirilmasi ve sayilmasi agisindan belirli standartlara ve
yaklasimlara dayanmaktadir. Ciinkii Arapca istikaki bir dildir. Ismin delaleti-
ni bilmek, fiilinde anlamini bilmeyi kolaylastirmaktadir. Nitekim Arapga’dan
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Tiirkge’ye gecisler daha ¢ok isimler yoluyla olmustur. Bu baglamda calisma,
belagi ya da kelimelerin 6zel kullanimindaki anlamlarina delalet etmenin ak-
sine Tiirkge'de ¢agdas ve sozliik anlamina isaret etmesine dayanmaktadir.

Calismada tiimevarim yontemi kullanilarak anlamsal degismenin, kelime-
lerin hayatindaki siirecin 6zii oldugu sonucuna ulasilmigtir. Bunun nedenleri
arasinda dilsel, sosyolojik, kiiltiirel, psikolojik, ansiklopedik ve medeniyetle
ilgili farkliliklar yer almaktadir. Ayni sekilde, kelimelerin anlam bilimsel de-
gisiminde daralma, genisleme ve cesitli retorik yontemler gibi bir¢ok unsur-
lar da yer almaktadir. Calisma, “Silsiletu’l-Lisan” daki anlam bilimsel gelis-
meden etkilenen 180 Arapga kelime ile smirlandirilmistir. Bu 182 kelimenin
140'1in anlami1 Arapga i¢inde degisirken, 42 kelimenin anlami ise Arapga’dan
Tiirkge’ye aktarilirken degismistir. Arastirma, klasik Arap¢a metinlerin anla-
silmasini kolaylastirmak ve 6grenciyi yanlis anlamaya diismekten kurtarmak
i¢in bu olgunun daha fazla incelenmesine ihtiya¢ oldugunu da gostermekte-
dir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Belagati, Ana Dili Arap¢a Olmayanlar,
Silsiletii’l-Lisan, Anlambilim, Anlam Degismesi.
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