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This study focuses on the theory of intertextuality which is used as a tool of fiction and style in al-
-Zilzal (The Earthquake) novel. In his work, Vattar focuses on a feudalist who wants 

to prevent the expropriation of his lands with the law of agricultural reform enacted to establish a 
socialist system. In this context, the aim of the study is to examine how the intertextuality theory 
applied to a literary work and what it adds to the content of the work, to emphasize this aspect of 
feudal identities that try to save their land from nationalization and to make Islam a tool for their own 

considered as examples of intertextuality theory. In the study, firstly, historical background is given to 
reveal the political, social and economic atmosphere of the period and to make sense of the conditions 
that refer to the writing of al-Zilzal. Then, general information, summary and life of the author of al-
Zilzal are presented. In practice of the study, first of all, the emergence of intertextuality theory, its 
development and usage patterns, and then the analysis of the verses of Qur'an by text analysis method 
are examined. At the end of the study, it has been seen that to make more effective the message which 
Wattar wanted to give in his novel he has used the verses of the Quran which are the similar content 
with the theme of his novel or converted them into his own sentences. 
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Extended Abstract 

This study focuses on the theory of intertextuality which is used as a tool of fiction in al-
al-Zilzal (The Earthquake) novel. In Algeria, a number of reforms were carried out to ensure the order in the 
newly independent state after the independence. The agrarian reform was one of the most significant aspect of 
this policy. Even though many private lands were expropriated with this reform, some feudal groups, opposed 
and resisted the enactment of expropriation law. These landowners, who presented themselves as either Islamic 
or religious sought to legitimize their stance against the agricultural reform either by showing evidence from the 
Quran or by using different religious discourses and reasons. al-Taher Wattar, one of the leading socialist 
realistic writers of Algeria, discussed this issue in his famous novel al-Zilzal. 

In 1971, the government of Houari Boumediene introduced the Agricultural Revolution Law. The 
revolution aimed to build a thousand socialist villages in Algeria, revive agricultural activities in the countryside 
and raise awareness among the farmers. Wattar pictures his main protagonist Bulervah, who is described as a 
feudal-looking in his novel, as a representative of the old order. Bulervah is a high school principal in the capital, 
Algiers, and has no children from his five marriages. For this reason, he goes from Algiers to Constantine in 
order not to lose his large lands in Constantine to the government by registering them on his relatives. 

Wattar describes the social and economic situation in the city via the observations of the novel's main 
hero Bulervah. Author creates the discourses of his hero, who is representing a religious identity. In this context, 
religious expressions comes to the fore in his speech and interpretation as an expression of religiousness. 
Especially the verses of the Quran have an important place in this discourse.  In this context, the verses of the 
Quran, conveyed by the main hero of the novel, are considered as examples of the theory of intertextuality. For 
this reason, the study focuses on why and how the author used intertextuality as a postmodernist theory in al-
Zilzal. The concept of intertextuality, which was first mentioned in the article of Word, Dialogue and Novel, 
written in 1966 by Julia Kristeva, a student of Roland Barthes, later became a theory (Kristeva 1986: 35; Lesic-

in general, is the name given to the way of referring to all kinds of visual, verbal, 
literary and scientific texts that contribute to the emergence and meaning of the texts -Fowler 2006: 
121). Wattar chooses the title of al-Zilzal in accordance with his novel's attempt to reveal the psychological 
collapse of a feudal, and develop its content in line with its theme and title. 

He chooses the verses or verse sections that he cites from the earthquake themed surahs such as an-Nas, 
al-Haj, al- -Bakarah, al-Fil, Ibrahim and Nuh, which are in accordance with the content of his novel. 
For example, Bulervah feels as if an earthquake will happen at any times and recites the verse of the surah al-Haj 

On the Day you see it every nursing mother will be distracted from that [child] she was 
nursing, and every pregnant woman will abort her pregnancy, and you will see the people [appearing] 
intoxicated while they are not intoxicated; but the punishment of Allah is severe -Haj 22/2). In another 
section, Bulervah draws an analogy between the crowd of people in the city of Constantine and the elephant 
army that came to destroy the Kaaba. In order to express this connotation, he recites the third and fourth verses 
of surah al- And He sent against them birds in flocks, Striking them with stones of hard clay -Fil 105/3-
4). Thus, Wattar characterizes the example of a negative hero with a feudal identity as a member of the Islamic 
viewpoint so as to claim the righteousness of his socialist ideas and legitimize the agricultural revolution. Wattar 
attributes the collapse of the feudal system to religion, which is in stark contrast with the socialist ideology. 
Wattar wants to give a message through the theme of earthquake and he underscores the psychological collapse 
of the feudal character Bulervah who is a prototype with the verses that he chooses from the Quran. 

This study also shows that application of this theory to his work makes Wattar's message more effective and 
intelligible. As a result, it is asserted that Wattar successfully uses the Quranic verses that he cites as a means of 
expression where the structure and the content meet. 
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