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Anahtar Kelimeler:  

 

AN INVESTIGATION ON THE COLLECTIVE IDENTITY IN THE 
MEDIEVAL EUROPEAN SOCIETY AND EFFECTS OF ISLAMIC CONQUESTS 

 

Abstract 

 Although the collapse of the Western Roman Empire caused economic, political and social changes in 
Europe, it did not lead the complete elimination to the Mediterranean based Roman collective identity. The 
barbarian kingdoms established in the territory of the Western Roman Empire largely adopted the language and 
religion of Rome and continued their political structures by taking into consideration the Rome as an example. In 
the 8th century, however, it was seen that the collective identity based on Romanity in Europe was greatly weakened 
and left its place to a Christian and north based collective identity which was dominated by Germanic elements. In 
this study, it is aimed to analyze the link between the collective identity change and the Islamic conquests. In this 
context, the effects of Islamic conquests in the 8th century on the Catholic Church, the local political powers and 
the Byzantine Empire were examined, and the role of these effects in the exchange of collective identity was 
emphasized. As a result of the study, it was concluded that the conquests of Islam played an independent variable in 
the transition from a collective identity based on the Romanism to the Christian  north centered and Germanic one 
in the Europe. 
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EXTENDED SUMMARY 

European society had experienced great and sudden changes in the 4th and 5th centuries. 
Primarily, The Tribal Migration, which started in 375 and continued for decades, caused a radical 
change in the social structure of Europe. Subsequently, the division of Rome, the largest empire 
of the Ancient Age in 395, resulted in the cracking of the political union on the continent. 
However, it can be said that the most important turning point of this change process was the 
destruction of the Western Roman Empire by barbarian tribes in 476. With the collapse of 

 Antiquity period ended politically, and the Middle Age, which 
has defined as a period of decline by most of researchers, had started. As a matter of fact, the 
political end of Rome did not cause it to be erased culturally and socially. Because all of the 
barbarian kingdoms established in the place of Rome have tried to keep the Roman administrative 
system, culture and traditions to a great extent. These barbarian kingdoms have tended to adopt 
and imitate Rome administrative, legal and cultural systems. Many of them embraced 
Christianity, the religion of Rome, and Latin, the language of Rome. For this reason, the collapse 
of Western Roman Empire did not lead to the destruction of its Roman identity and culture in 
Europe, resulting in its living in different barbaric kingdoms. Therefore, Europe's social culture 
and state system continued to be the Roman and the center of political gravity to the 
Mediterranean coast. However, the Islamic conquests that started in the 8th century caused a great 
change in this Roman identity of Europe. The Arab armies compressed Europe by capturing the 
Iberian Peninsula, the southern coasts of France and Sicily. This political and military pressure 
led to the unification of the European society in the political hegemony of Frank Empire and in 
the spiritual body of the Papacy. In particular, the fact that Frank Emperor Charlemagne declared 
himself as the heir of the Roman Empire also caused this merger to become stronger. In other 
words, the political and military pressure of the Arab conquests led to the emergence of a new 
social structure in Europe, where the Frank Empire was political and the Papacy was the 
spiritually dominant element. This change has led European society to adopt a new collective 
identity dominated by Germanic elements. The change also shifted Europe's center of gravity 
from the Mediterranean basin to the north. In short, Islamic conquests caused the Roman and 
Mediterranean European identity to shift in a Northern and Germanic direction. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


