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ilhanlllaria Bizans arasindaki
kiiltiir miinasebetlerine ait bir vesika®

Z. V. TOGAN'

AN

Biz [lhanhlar devrinde 14. asrin ilk 'yarisinda Tebriz ve Meraga'da
Istanbul yahut Trabzonlu Rumlar tarafindan baz ilmi eserlerin
yunancaya terciime edzldlglm biliyoruz. Ezclimle Trabzonlu tabip Ge-
~ orge Chioniadis kendisinin {lhanli devletinden getirdigi ilmi eserleri
terciime etmistir. Keza Isaac Argyros isminde bir papas tarafindan da
- astronomiye ait bazi arapga eserler. yunancaya terciime edilmistir (bk.
Krumbacher, Geschichte der byzantinischen Literatur- S. 622; H.
Suter, Geschichte der Mathematiker und Astronomen der Araber,
Leipzig. 1900, p. 29. 161 ; Nallmo, al-Battani, ‘part . p. XXXl; ve
Z. V. Togan, Umumi Tirk Tarihine Giris, (1. 1946 s. 269, 455). Ilhanlx
Gazan ve Ulcaytu Hanlarin alim veziri Residdedin Tebrizde Rab‘Ragidt
isminde ilim ve hayrat sitesi, ve bu sitenin yaninda muhtelif milletlere
mensup mahalleler yaratmak iizere ayri kéyler kurmugtu. Bu kdyler
arasinda birisi bir Rum k&yii idi. Resideddin, Anadolu’da birkag¢ vila-
yetin valisi olan oglu Celaleddin’e Tebriz'in bu Rum koyiinde yer-
lestirilmek iize 40 kadar Rum ailesi gondermesini emretmisti (Muka-
tebit-i Rasidi, Muhammed Sefl nesri s. 63). Ayni Regideddin Istanbul'u
(Qustantiniya-i Kiibra) Ilhanilere her sene muntazam vergi g&nderen
bir sehir olarak zikretmis ve bu Istanbul vergisini Tebrizin Universite
sehri Rab-1 Regidi’de tabsilde bulunan 6000 talebenin iagesine tahsis
etmisti (ayni eser s. 319). Resideddin Venedigi de Tebrize muntazam
vergi génderen bir gehir sifatiyle zikretmistir (aym eser s. 183). Istan-
bul ve Venedik her sene kendilerine vergi tarholunan gehirler olmadi-
" gmndan mablaglan, Ithanli paytahtina muntazam g&nderilen hediyeler
olarak kabul etmek gerekdir. Rab-1i-Residi’ye tip &limleri Hind, Cin,
Misir ve Dimagk gibi yerlerden de getirilirdi (aym eser 183).

* PBu yaz 1955 te Istanbulda topl;man X. Beynelmilel Bizantologlar Kongresine
kismen arz olunan bir tebligden ibareitir. Orada okunan yarim sayfalik kismi mezkér
kongrenin zabitlarinda (S. 225) nesr olunmugtur.
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Bu tebligin munderecesini teskil eden vesikalarda ¢ biiyiik Frenk
" tabibi>’'nin Bizans ile temasta bulundugu belirtilmigtir. Bu zahn Resi-
deddin’in cevresine mensup ve onun giivenini kazanan bir zat oldugu
goriililyor. Resideddin «Cami‘al-tavarix’min cihan tarihine tahsis edi-
" len cildinde, muhtelif milletlerin tarihini vermistir. Bu <kavimler tarihi»
"o kavimlere mensup alimler tarafindan Resideddin’in nezareti altinda
viicuda getirilmistir. Bu cildde Avrupa ve Papalik tarihine ait kismin
Prof. Karl Jahn fransizcaya terciime ederek nesretmis ve bu kismin
Tebrizde yasiyan Avrupahlara ve Avrupa kaynaklarina dayanarak
yazdirilmg oldugunu tesbit etmigtir ' 4

Benim bundan 13 sene evvel yaymladigim tarihi kayidlar ? goster-
diki ilhanli Argun Han Yakin Sarkin haritasim yaptirmighir. O bu isi
yapmakla biiyitk dlim Kitbeddin Sirazi’yi vazifelendirmisti. Kutbed-.
‘din de Anadolu’'nun deniz sahillerini bizzat tetkik etmis ve bu iste
Cenevizli Buscarello di Ghizalfi ile igbirligi yapll_mlgtlrf

Ben burada Resideddin’in muhtelif dlimlerin suallerine cevaplarim
ihtiva eden bir eserinde Bizans alimleri ile Resideddin ve diger alimler
arasinda felsefi meselelere dair fikir miibadelelerini belirten mektuplari
ve cevaplari bahis konusu edecegim. Bu miikatebe, din ve felsefeye ve
diger mevzulara ait muhtelif meseleleri icine almlgtir. Kitabin ismi
“As'ile u Acvibe-i Residi’dir. Bunun dért niishasi vardir: Biri ‘fars-
casidir, ki Ayasofya 2180 numarada mahfuzdur (=P). Kitabin bu
farsca redaksyonunun diger iki niishasi Edirne'de Selimiye Camii Kii-
tiiphanesinde (N 1930) ve Tahran Milli Kiitiiphanesinde (bk: Mecelle-i
Mihr. VI, N 4-5) bulunur. Kitabmn dérdiincii bir niishasi. Resideddin
zamaninda arapca olarak yazilan niishadir ki=(A) Topkapi Sarayinda
Ahmet Salisde 1930 numarada bulunuyor. Bu doért niishamin higbiri
bugiine kadar tetkik edilmis degildir. Burada bahis konusu - olan
Tebriz-Bizans miikatebesi “P” niishasinda 264b-286b de bulunup 43
sahife tutmaktadir. Topkapr’daki “A” niishasinda bu bahisler sik
olarak 22 biiyiik sahifede yazilmistir, As’ile u ‘Acvibe, Resideddin'in
ilhanlilar devrinde Iran’da yasiyan alimlerle olan miikatebesini ‘ihtiva
etmektedir ve su ilim subelerine aittir: 1) Tefsir, 2) Hadis, 3) Fikih
4) Peygamberlerin ve Peygamberin siyer'i, 5) Tasavvuf, 6) Hakikat ve
irfan ilmi, 7) Din ve akide meseleleri. 8) Kelam ve felsefe, 9) Tabif

1 K. Jahn Histoire Universelle de Rashid al-din 1. Histoire des Franks 1951

" Introduction.

2 Tirk Yurda, cild XXVL g. 45-48
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ilimler, 10) Mantik. Bu yazlarla flhan Ulcaytu blzzat ilgilenmigtir.
Baz1 mektuplar1 ve cevaplarim Ulcaytu. ile veziri Resideddin * beraber
okumuglardir. Hiikiimdarla beraberce okuyup konustugu yazilar 710
(1311) tarihini tasimaktadir. Bazi sualleri Ulcaytu kendisi sormus. Bazi
“sualleri Ilhanli devletine tabi olmayan iilkelerden, meseld Dogu Arbis-
tan, Maveraiinnehir, Horezm, Sind havzasindan (Multan’dan) ve Sarki
Tiirkistan'da Hoten'den gelmistir. Bizans’tan gelen sualler eserin teo-
loji ve felsefeye ait olan VII. kismina girmistir. Bu suallere Resided--
din biiyiik bir dikkatle cevap vermistir. Bununla beraber Resideddin
Istanbul’dan gelen suallerden bazilarini (N. 4. 5) galiba fazla iptidai
bulmus, onlara ¢ok kisa cevaplar vermekle iktifa etmistir, bazlarina
ise meseld VII. suale pek mufassal (20 sahife) cevap vermistir. Sual
" ve cevaplara Frenk (Bizans) alimi tabib tarafindan yazlan bir mu-
~ kaddeme konulmugtur ve burada deniliyor :

“Bunlar filosof ve tabiplerin krali olan Frenk hakiminin ( i

Sa (VC WY, L) sordugu suallerdir. Bu tabip diyor ki: “Ben
Frenk tabibi ismiyle tamnan kimse, biiyiik vezir Resid al-milleti va'l-ldin
(ki Allah ona cok uzun Omiir versin) hizmetinde bulunuyorum’ Ona
hiirmet ediyorum ve herkesin huzurunda onun ayaginin topragmi 6pii- -
yorum. {lan ediyorum ki ben onun hizmetine intisap ettikten sonra
onun rehberliginde ¢ok ilmi hakikatler 63rendim. Bu bilgileri bagka
gbzler gdrmemis ve kulaklar isitmemisti, ve hi¢ kimse onlari riiyasinda
bile gérmemis, kimse hayahnden bile oeglrmemlstl ‘Ben, verilen malu-
matin bazilarim Yunan diline terciime ettim ve Bizans paytahti Kons-
tantiniye’nin padisahi........ nin huzuruna génderdim. [Burada noktalarla
_isaret edilen yerde Bizans imbaratoru II. Andronikos’un ismi ihtimal
baska miirekkeple ve belki de yaldizla yazilmak iizere heyaz birakil-
" mistir]. Maksad su ki Ilhanh devleti tebaasinin feyizyab oldufu bu
mal@imattan onlar da istifade etsinler ve o memleketin ahalisi [lhanl
- -memleketinde husule gelen bu ilmi ilerlemeleri &grenmekten mahrum
kalmasmnlar diye diisiindiim. Burada Bizans’m ‘alimlerini, felsefe ve
rasyonalizmin {istazlarim ¢ok yakindan ilgilendiren ve fakat kendi
memleketlerinde cevabini bulamadiklars meseleler vardir. Onlar bu
meseleler iizerinde aragtirmalarda bulunmuslardir, fakat kendilerini

- tatmin edecek malimati ancak burada lyani Tebrizli alimlerin ve Re-

sideddin’in cevaplarinda] bulacaklardir. Onlar iizerinde konusup mii-
nakasalar yapip hal yolunu 'bulduklar1 halde, kadim &limlerin eserle-
i~ rinde, ne de Aristo ve Eflatun’un kitaplarinda tatminkir cevaplar el-
- . de edememiglerdi. Eger cevaplan ihtiva eden kitaplardan haber al-
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-miglarsa da onlari tedarik edememislerdir. Bizim biiyiik h&mimiz (Re’
sidettin) biitlin bu suallere cevap veriyor. Ben bu cevaplari Yunan
diline terciime ettim ve bunlari o memlekete g6nderdim. Oradaki halk
elbette bunlardan istifade edecektir:” Malim -olsun ki eski zamanlarda
o memleket (Yunanistan) felsefe ve akli ilimlerin esas kaynag1 olmus,
tip ilminin bilyiik fistatlar: orada dogmustu; fakat simdi vaziyet degis-
ti. Simdi ise akli ilimlerin kaynag: ve hakiki ilimlerin asil ve temeli
bizim de himimiz olan o biiyiikk zattir. Eger Aristo ile Eflatun ve
felsefenin diger biiyiik erkam bugiin hayatta olsalardi, bizim hdmimi-
zin (Resideddin’in) muhitine intisap eder ve onun talebeleri olmak-
la ‘iftihar ederlerdi. Bu yolda onun himaye ve rehberligindeki calisma-
larimin neticesinde ben de muvaffakiyetler olde ediyorum ve kendi
milletimin (Greklenn) menfaatine hizmet ediyorum. Istikbale ait bu fi-
kirlerle ben mesaimde vaki olacak hatalarin affedilecegini umarim.
" Simdi sorular ve cevaplar geleeektir”. "

Ben (yani bu ' teblig sahibi Z V T.) burada bu soru ve cevaplarin
gayet kisa hillasalarini siralamak ve esas metnin fotograflarlm ver-
mekle iktifa edecegim :

Birinci soru: Insan viicudundaki ruh 1le kan arasindaki miinase-
bet nedir? Kanin kendisinde de ruh varmidir? Kan ni¢in kirmzidir?

Cevap: Kan hayat ile bir degildir; fakat ruh insan viicudiinden
ayrihinca kan da durur. Kan samdandaki yag gibidir. O viicutta ba-
zen luzumundan fazla, bazan da eksik olabiliyor’ ve ‘bunu intizama
koymak ta insanin elindedir. Insanin viicudunda kan, agacin viicudun-
" daki su, usare gibidir. Kizil renk kanin normal veya anormal vaziyet-
lerini tayinde .ise yarayan bir 6l¢ii vasitasidir. O kendisinin bu rengi-
ni degistirebiliyor. Esas prensip harekettir.” Deniliyor ki ‘“Hareket
ile hararet biri digerine agsik olan iki hususiyettir, Kamn mevcudiyeti-
nin sirr1 bunda miindemicdir. Hayat insanin viicudunu terkederse, hareket -
ve hararet kalmiyor ve kan viicutta devrini yapamiyor, o durmugtur. Meni
de beyazrenkte koyuca bir kandir.

[kinci soru: Hisler bes ise onun mensup oldugu unsurlar neden
dortdiir? '

Cevap: Hisler bestir. Onsuz viicut eksik olur. Fakat anasirda ne
varsa o olur; hislere aded itibariyle uymak mecburiyetinde degildir.
Bir unsur yalmz bir seye degil yiiz seye mensup olabilir. Bunu ben
Lata@'if al-hagaiq kitbima dahil olan Risalat al faydh va'l-fiyyadh isimli
risalemde nesrettim. Fahr al Razi'de al-Mabahhith al-Masrigiya kitabin-
da Ibn Sina’'mn sézlerini naklederek bu mevzu ilizerinde durmugtur.




Uciincii soru: Her cismin yerlestigi yeri (xayyiz'1) vardir. Basit -
cisim’ise yere muhta¢ begildir. Ruh eger basit bir cisim ise onun da
yere (xayyiz'a) ihtiyaci olmali idi. Halbuki onun yeri bedendir. Ruh
olmasa da beden oluyor. Ruh bedende iken bir cisimdir, halbuki be-
denden ayrilinca da.o vardlr ve artik cisimle ilgili degildir. Bunu izah
eder misiniz ? : '

Cevap: Ruh nefsi omurde mevcuttur. Yere (xayyiz'a) muhtac degil-
dir. O kendi bagina bedende kendi bagina . mevcuttur. “Ruh” ve “nefs”
insanin. bedemnde birlesmelerinden evvel de oradan ‘aynldiktan sonra
da mevcutdirlar.

Dérdiincii soru: Insanin bedenindeki tirnak ve tily her ikisi uzu-
yorlar, kesilirlerse tekrar uzuyorlar. Eger bunlar ategse yakacak olur-
sak her ikisinde de ayni koku g6riilir. Bundan goriliyorki bunlar
- tabiatin ayni mahsiilleridir. Halbuki muhtelif insamn viicudunda, sag
daha ¢ok siyah, yahut kirmizi veya sari oluyor. Tirnak ise hep be-
yazdir. Bu fark nereden geliyor? "

Cevap: Benzer olan her sey her hususta ayniyét arzetmez. Regieed-’
din bunun ve hatta  biinyece farkli ve fakat renkce aym olan §ey-
_lerm misallerini de veriyor.

. Sual: 5 “Hareket hayvanlari nebatlardan ayiran bir vasiftir. Insan
“diger hayvanlardan ayirict hareketlere sabiptir. Fakat hayvanlar ku-
laklarim oynattiklari halde, nigin insanlarinki sabittir? Bazi hayvanlar -
kuyruklarimda oynatmaktadir. Bunun sebebi nedir?

Cevap: Muhakkak ki Halikin ni¢in; onlar1 bu sekilde- yarattigmin
bir sebebi vardir, Insanlar viicudlarindan sinekleri elleriyle kovarlar
hayvanlar ise kuyruklariyle. Sayet sen “Tabiatte muattal kalmak yoktur”
(4Bl 3 Jk4 Y) prensibini anhiyacak olursan bu nevi sualler kendili-
ginden cevaplanmig olacaktir.

Sual: 6 Allah Sultanlarm Sultamdir ; hi¢ bir Sultan, iilkesi ve te~’
beast olmadikca bir kral addedilemez. Allah g6kleri ve yerl yaratma-
dan evvel onun tilkesi ve tebealar nelerdl'?

Cevap: Biiyiik_olan Allahin esas sifati, onun feyizli, ezeli ve ebe-
di olmasidir. O herseyin baslangicidir. Bu durum feyyaz olan Ha-
lik'in feyzinin asla mkitaya ugramamasiyla sabittir. Siiphesiz ki bu
feyyazhik safi mekdn ve zaman diinyasinin yaratilmasindan evvel.de
kaynagi bu feyyazlik olan baska yaratik ve kainat mevcuttu. Fakat
biz bunlar1 bilmiyoruz. Bizim bir sey hakkinda maliimat sahibi olmama--
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miz o seyin ademi mevcudiyetine deldlet etmez (JaY ol ey
5523 ate 1o ) - Allah bize cancak pek az bir bilgi» verdigini sdylemek-
tedir. Ve peygamberimiz de der ki, ruhlar bedenlerden binlerce sene
~ evvel yaratilmiglardir. Biz Allahin bu fani diinyadan evvel yaratmig
oldugu diinyalari ve onlarn isimlerini bilmiyoruz. Bu diinyamn yerine
ne gibi bir alem gelecektir, icinde - yagadigimiz -bu zaman ve mekén
diinyasindan bagka neler vardir ? bilmiyoruz. Diinyamizin daha yok ol-
dugu cag belirtmesi- manasiyle «Allah vard: fakat onun yaninda daha
hi¢ bir gey yoktus (s 4= N fb' dl o¥") hadisi de dogrudur. Sifat
ile mevsuf arasinda sadéce dort fark biliyoruz. Yani zaman mesafe,
«muratib al-vach» ve <al-tagaddum bi - hasab al-zihn» bununla izah
edilebilir. Bizce bilinen zaman ve mekan prensibleri diginda Allahin
yarattig1 bagka seylerin neler oldugunu bilmiyoruz. Netice olarak da
Allahin iilke ve hakimiyet ve saltanati mevcut olmakta devam etmek-
te, hak ve adalet {izerinde egemenligi ebedi olarak: kalmaktiadir. Bu
noktada <al-tagaddum bi hasab al-zihn» in, yam olacak seyleri zihnen
evvelden hesab etmenin izahinda Resid'ud-Din der ki bizim zihni ihata
ve idrakimiz asla mutlak degildir;- sartlara baghdir. Residettinin bu
nazariyesi modern fikir ve felsefeye uygun digmektedir.

- " Sual: 7. Allah yeryiiziinii ‘kendi dilegi ile yaratt. Sayet kerem ve
rahmet ve kudret Allahin sifatlari ise, kendi yarattif seyleri nicin
yine kendi dilegiyle mahvediyor? Sayet bunlar1 dilegi haricinde ya-
piyorsa, yani bir mecburiyeti varsa, bu halde kaadir degildir. Faka
acz ve noksan ona sifat olarak verilemez' ' :

Cevap: Yaratma ve yarathigi seyleri mahvetme hareketlerinin hep-
_ sinin bir hikmeti vardir; bunda bir manasizlik ( .. ) bahis mevzuu ola-
‘maz. Nasil ki Kar'an (VI, 59) demis: “onun bilgisi olmaks:zin ne bir
tek yaprak diiser ne de topragin karanliklarmda bir tek tohum var
olur. Ve ne de bir tek sey yeserir ve kurur; biitiin bunlar vazih olan
Kitapta [yani, Kainat idere eden nizam ve kava‘id’de] vardir. Allah
-engerek yilanm yaratng gibi panzehir olan bir deva da yaratmigtr.
Kainat: hem <‘adem> halinde ve birbirini takib eden ¢mevcudiyet» ha-
linde yalmz kendisince bilinen bir sistem ile ayakta tutar. Bu hususu ben
Miftah ut-Tafasir adh kitabima dahil bulunan “Risala fi hagr al-acsad”
“Ibtal al- Tanasux”, ve “Risala fi'l-Cabr va'l-Qadar” ismindeki eser-
lerimde tamamen izah etmemis bulunuyorum. [Bu kitaplarin niishalary
Siileymaniye ve Manisa kiitiiphanelerinde bulunmaktadir. Z.V.T.]

Verilen cevaplardan 6yle anlagiliyor ki Residuddin bu suallerden
bazilarina biiyiik ehemmiyet atfetmis ve diger bazilarini miihimsememis
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ve kisa gegmxgtlr Mesela kend151 2, 3, 4 ve 5 sualleri herhalde pek

basit bulmustur; ve bunlar: 6zetle cevaplandirmistir. Bazi cevaplar yarim -

- sahife ‘tutar. Onemli saydig ilk saale 15 sahife. 6. ya 4 sahife ve ni-

* hayet 7. ye 20 sahife tahsis etmistir. 2-ve 7. suallere verdigi cevap- -

larda zikrettigi eserlerin niishalar1 hog bir talih eseri olarak Kkiitiipha-
‘nelerimizde yukarda zikredildigi gibi mevcut bulunmaktadir.

Frenk tabibin adi burada verilmemektedir, fakat yukarda zikredi-
len beyandan anhyoruz ki o’ Yunan mengelirdir. Belki de evvelce zikre-
dilen Trabzonlu fizikgi Georges Chioniades dir. Bu zat belki bagka
Rim Aalimleri ile konusarak bu sorular tertip etmis, sonra onlan Istan-
bula getirmis, bu yolla Istanbullular: ilgilendiren felsefi meseleleri bu-
rada dolgun olarak aks ettirmege cahgmistir. Tebrizde de bu iste
Resideddine muavini leameddln Af‘rac al-Yazdi yardim etmistir. As -
ila u Acvila’y1 tertip ve tanzim eden de odur.

Resideddin’in kitabi olan al-Asile ve l'Acvibe’nm arapca nesri
farscasindan daha tamdir. Codex A nin sonunda (fos. 270 a-205) “ilim
“ve akildan hangisi miireccahdir’” baghikli eser eksiktir. Residin yazdig1
bu eserler onun 705 sa,ban (1306 Subat) da Sultan Ulcaytu ile olan
bir konugmasim da ihtiva etmektedir. Burada o Yahudi, Hiristiyan
ve Budist (putperest-pagan) alimlerin fikir ve diislincelerini de naklet-
mekte ve iktisadi konulara girmektedir. Kendisi Hiristiyanlarin bu akil
ve ilmin insam uluhiyete yani kendi ifadesiyle, <Meryem oglu Isa’min
ihuliyet derecesine yiikseltecegi» tezini savunduklarim zikretmektedir:

d;),.a.u, U\B)lsh \‘,a ),\ﬁ JAKH Sl 4,4‘,- ‘)\ O g\EZey e«PL’ L;)LgJ\ Laly
kU\J\ 4:‘(’9] r*i*‘-“’} '\“ {‘M‘J\A‘h C—»—-——u d‘ r{.«:d (t‘j KM}IY\ 'L.:/ ot
&5‘“ "H'\ d.\..,n JAA” C—J')\J,J d_‘}“_, UY‘ 'p.-lb rﬁ;)ﬂ ‘\L L}; 4:}.1{) L_,
QK L)\’ r}LJ\ 421:- C_—_.....U a.g—“ u‘ "‘N—’ )gLa.H r)K” ‘-\-A JM} oL)J’ LC-\H
Shatl s fe wa Vaesb a5 Gl Tpld oAl G Tde. “insan akl” nm
“mucerret akil” dan

O “insan akh”nin “miicerret akil"dan - daha yiiksek oldugunu

| isbat igin deliller serdeder. (o) g3l Lo yn Lol Sl Jie 32,0 1)



A Document concerning Cultural Relations
between the llkhanide and Byzantiens® -

By Zeki Velidi Togan

We know that certain scientific books compiled in Tabriz and
Meraga in the llkhanid period were translated into Greek by Greeks
from Constantinople or Trabzon in the first half of the 14th cen-
tury, that, among others, George Chioniades, a physician from Trabzon,
translated, scientific books which he broughda from the kingdom of
the Ilkhanids, and also that some books on stronomy were translated
by a priest named Isaac Argyros. (See Krumbacher, Geschichte der
byzantinischen Literatur p. 622; H. Suter, Geschichte der Mathemati-
ker und Astronomen der Araber, Leipzig, 1900, pp. 29, 161; Nallino, al-
Battant, part I, p, XXXI; and Z. V. Togan Umumi Tiirk Tarihine Giris,
1946. pp. 269, 455). Rashid-al-din, the learend vezir of the Ilkhanids
Ghazan Khan and Uljaytu Khan, founded the parish of Rab’i Rashidi
" at Tabriz, and in the vicinity of that parish he founded separate vill-
ages for different nationalities, and among them one Greek village. He
wrote an order to his son, Jalal-al-din, governor of some provinceo in
Anatolia, to send some forty Greek families to settle there (Muka-
tabatt Rashidi, ed. by Muhammed Shafi, p. 53). We know that the same
Rashid-al-din had ‘‘Qustantaiya-i Kubra” registered as a town which
sent regularly every year a tribute to the Ilkhanids, and that he allot-
ted the tribute from Constantinople to the maintenance of 6000 stud-
ents of Rab‘i Rashidi; the University City of Tabriz (ibid, p. 319).
As Rashi-al-din mentions Venice as a town which régularly sent a
tribute to Tabriz (ibid., p. 183) the fact that he mentions Constanti-
‘nople also as a tributary to the Ilkanids means probably that from
those towns a fixed quantity of gifts were sent regularly to the
capital of the Ilkanids. To Rab’i Rashidi physicians were broguht from

*° A communication readen at the Xth International Congress of Byzantien-Studies
1955 ; its short resumé is published in the Proceedings of the Congress, p. 255
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India, China, Egypt, and Damascus (ibid., p. 183). We understand- from
the- document which forms the subject of the present communication
that a “great Frank physician” who was in touch with Byzantium,-
" was in the circle of Rashid-al-din, and had great credit with Byzanti- -
um, was in the circle nf Rashid-al-din, and had -great credit with
him. We now understand also that Rashid-al-din, in his history of
the world, Jamial-tavarikh, which he caused to be compiled by a
group of scholars of different nationalities, under his supervision, en-
trusted the part concerning the history of Europe and the Popes to
the Franks residing in Tabriz. (See K. Jahn, Histoire Universelle de
Rashid-al-din, I, Histoire des Franks, Leiden, 1951 Introduction). Accor-
ding to records which I published 13 years ago the llkhanid, Argun
Khan, caused a map of the Near East to be drawn by the great
Iranian scholar, Qutb-al-din Shirazi exploring personally the shores of
Anatolia and he studied it together with the Genoese Buscarello di-
“Ghizalfi, (Tirk Yurdu, vol. XXVI, pp:. 45-48).

Here I shall speak of a correspondence on phxlosnphlcal proble'ns
exchanged between Constantinople and Tabriz, which is included in a
~ great work containg the answers of Rashid-al-din to diverse questions
pertaining to feligious, philosohscal, and other proplems. The book
is entitled A4s’ila u Ajviba-i Rashidi, Four copies of it are known. -The
first, in Persian (=P.), is in the Library of Aya Sofia, under No. 2180.
Other two copies of the Parsion version of the book are to find in
Selimiye Library Edirne (N 1930) and in the National Librasy at Teh-
ran (Magalle-i Mihr. VIII N 4-5). The fourth an edition in Arabic (=A), is
in the Palace of Topkapt Ahmed III No. 1930. Both were written in the
author’s lifetime. 43 pages in Codex P (f. 264b-286b), and 22 large
pages in Godex A (182:-193%) are devoted to an exchange of
philosophical thoughts between the Byzantines and the Ilkhands

As'ila u Ajvibai Rashidi contains the correspondence exchanged
mostly with scholars living in the Ilkanid realm and pertaining to ten
branches of «<science» : , 1) exegesis. 2) tradition, 3) jurisprudence 4)
the history of the prophets, 5) mysticism, 6) the sciences of truth and
of divine knowumledg, 7) the essence of religion and problems of doe-
trine, 8) theology and philosophy, 9) natural history, 10) logic. These
are writings -in which King Uljaytu was personally interested; some of
them the vezxr_read together with the King. Records concerning his
conversation with the King, bear the date of the year 710 H. (March
1311 A. C.). Some -questions are by Uljaytu himself. Some questiens
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were received from scholars living in countries which were not subject
to the Ilkhanids, such as south-rast Arabia, Khorezm, the basins of the
Sind (Multan), and Tarim (Khotan). Questions received. from Byzantium
are in the 8th chapter, i. e. the part reserved to theology and - philo-
sophy. There are seven questions altogether, and they were all ans-
wered carefully by Rashid al-din himself. Thereby has Reshid al-Din
some of the questions found perhaps too primitive and answered them
very short, the others p. e. question N 7 answered he vey detailed in
20 pags. These quastions and answers are preceded by an interoduc-
tion of the Frank physician:

«These are the questions '\;\rhlch the king of philosophers and
physicians, the Frank philosopher ( -G f(\ Wy, el )
" asked the author of the book, (and he says:) ‘ .

“[’ who known under the name of the Frank physician, hav-
ing obtained the favour of being in the service of the great Vezir,
Rashid-al-milla va’l din (I crave God to grant him a very long life)
‘paying homage to him, and ceremoniusly kissing the ground, declare
that, since I have been received in the service of that great mian, I ha-
ve, through his munificence, learned scientific truths which no eye has

seen, no ear has heard, and no man ever dreamt or imagined of them .

I translated some of those informations into the Greek language, and
sent to the presence of.... (hare should have been inserted the name
of Andronicus II., but a blank space was left, perhaps with the inten--

" . tion of writing it with anothr ink), King of Constantinople, the capital

of Byzance so that they also enjoy “those sciences, and that the in-
habitants of that kingdom do not remain deprived of that happiness.
But there were some problems to -which- the masters of philosophy and
rationalism, and the wise scholars of that country (Byzantium), showed
a keen interest but could find satisfying answer. No matter how much
they searched they could not find nowhere a satisfying answer. They dis-
cussed the matter between themselvs, but could not find a solution. Nor -
in the works of the Ancientes, such as Aristotle and Plato, could they
find an answer which might solve those questions. Even if an answer
to those questions were found in those (philosophical) books it wo-
uld not be reliable (in Byzantinin). Our great protector (Rashid-al-
din) answered those questions himself. 1 translated those answers
into the Greek lanzuage and send them to that kingdom (Byzantium),
so that the people there should profit by them. Be it known to
them that altough that land was in ancient times the source of phi-
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losophy and rational sciences, and although famous physicians were
‘bred in that kingdom, now. the world is changed, now the source of
_rational sciences, and the origin of true knowledge is that great man -
who is our protector. If Aristotle, Plato and other great pillars of
philosophy were alive to-day, they would enter the circle of our great
protector, and glory in being his students. ‘Working in this way I al-
so shall achieve progress at the end of these beneficial efforts, and
shall have rendered a service to my people (the Greeks) Wlth this
consideration I crave.pardon for my faults ».

Hereare the questions:

I (Z.V.T.) shall here present a very brief summary of those '
questions and answers, and content myself w1th giving photographs of
the original text.

Question 1. “What is the relation between soul and blood in the
human body? Is the soul contained in the blood? Why is blood red?’-

Answer. “Blood is not absolute life, but if life departs from the
body, blood is still. Blood is like oil in a lamp, it can decrease, or
increase more than necessary, it is possible to regulate this. Blood
* in the human body is like sap in a tree. The red colour is the mea-
. sure of the normal state of blood. It can change its form. The prin-

ciple, .‘Motion and heat are mutual lovers” ( glaslea 5,0 LI, z7LN)
- is the secret of the existence of blood. When life departs from the
body, and motion and heat do not cause the blood to circulate, it is
still,”

Questlon 2. “Whereas the senses are flve in number, why are-
~ there not five elements, but only four? Which element does the ex-
ceeding fifth sense correspond to 7"’

Answer: ‘“Senses are five in number. Existence would be defective

- without them. But the elements are such as they are. They are not

bound to correspond in number to the senses. A single element may

'be related to many things. I (Rashid al-din) explained this problem in .

‘my book Risalaal-fayd va 'I-fayyad (in Lati-if al-haqaiq), “taking in

“.consideration -the opinions of Ibn Sina and Fakhr Razi. See that book.”

[A copy of htat book is in the lerary of Ayasofya under Nn 3833.
L. V. T

: Question 3. “Every body has a place room A sxmple body does

| not need a room (khayyiz). If the soul is a simple body it should not
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need a room, but its room is the human body. When the soul is no
. longer there the human body ceases to exist. While the soul is in the
human body it is considered a body, when it departs from the human
body it is no longer a body.” : -

~ Answer. “The soul exist by itself, 1t dese .not need a room in
its existence. It exists by itself, and so does the human body. The

soul and spirit (¥ ) exist before and after the human body.”

Question 4; “In the human body nails and hair grow and gain in
length. When cut, they grew again. When burnt in a fire the small
appears to be the same. Therafore they are of the same nature. Yet
hair on the body of different men has different colours, such as
black, yellow, or brown, whereas nails are always white. Whence
does this difference originate?” '

Answer: “All things similar in nature are not bound to be identi-
cal inevery respect.”” Rashid-al-din give examples of this, and also
of things different in nature, but of the same colour.

Question 5; *‘Motion is a quality which distinguishes animals from
vegetals. Man has motions differing from other animals.  But, while -
- animals can move their ears, why are men’s fixed. Some animals
move their tails. Monkeys can move their tail but cannot move their
ears ? What is the reason of this ? '

Answer: ¢There surely is a reason why the Creator created them
in this form. Men can shase flies from their bodies with their hands,
animals do this with their tails. If you bear in mind the principle
¢ There is no idleness in Nature» (3Bl 3 J&i V) these questions ans-
wer themselwes.

Question 6; «God is the King of kings. No king can be a king
without a realm and subjects. Before God created the heavens and
earth what were His realm and His subjects?»

Answer: ¢ The essence and attiribute of the great God is, boun-
tiful, anbient, and eternal. He is the beginning of everything. It is
pruved by evidence that the bountiful Creator is ‘mever interrupted.
There is no doubt that this bounty existed before this world of space
and time was created. Before it, there existed created universes. But
~ we do not know them. When we do not know a thing we must not
infer that it doos not exist. (sl e Jo Ja¥ Ol aaes)
‘God says that He gave us but very little science. And our Prophet
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said that souls were created a long tlme before the bodies: This tran-
sient world shall disintigrate; but another world will be born instead.
We know neither the worlds which God created before the world of -
time and space, in which we live, nor the worlds which He will create
after us. Therefore we might say, that the Prophet’s word ‘God was,
and nothing (from our world) was beside Him’ (¢4 4 o% (l, A 5K
ist true. We know only four differences bet- ween quality and the qu-
-alified, viz. time, .space, maratib al-vajh, and al-tagaddum bi-hasab
al-dhihn. We do not know whad God creates outside the principles of
- time and space known to us. It being thus it appears that the realm
and empire of God always exists, and endures, and rests eternally
'upon justice and truth.»

Here Rashid-al-din, in his explanation “of «al- -tagaddum bl—hasab-
al-mhn» i. e. the prin- eiple of anticipation of events by computation
of the mind, says that-our concepts are never absolute, but depend on
conditions. His theory approaches closely modern thought and philo-
sophy.

Question 7; <« God created the world of His own will. If benefi-
- cence, mercy, and power are attributes of God, why does He destroy
what He created of His will? If He does this ontside the bonds of His
will, i. e. under an obligation, then He is not powerful. But lmpotence ‘
and defect cannot be attributed to Him.»

 Answer: <All acts of creating and destroymg what He c1eated ’
have a reason, there is no vanity (2. ) in this. Quran says <And
‘there falls not a leaf but He knows it, nor is there a grain in the
‘darkness of the earth, nor anything green or dry, but itis all - in a
- clear book.» [the greatlaw of cause and effect]. As God created the
- viper He created against it theriak, which is a panacea. He sustains
 the universe by making nothingness and existence succeed each other
. by a system known only to Him. I explained fully this problem in my
' treaties entitled, Risala fi hasr al-ajsad va ibtal al-tandsukh, and Risala
fz 'l jabr va'l-I'qadar, which are included in my book, Miftah al-tafa-
- sir.» [Copies sf those books exist in the berarles of Siileymaniye and -
" Genel of Manisa. Z.V.T.] :

‘ It appears from the ansvers Rashid-al-din gave to those .questions
‘that to some of them he attached great importance and others he
. deemed unimportant and answered- very briefly. For example he - pro-

bably found questions 2, 3, 4, and 5 very primitiev. He dismissed them.



o : | : N s

brleﬂy, some of the answers cover half a page. To the flrst question,
which he deemed important, he devoted 15 pages, to the 6 th, 4 pa-
ges, while the answer to the 7 th question fills 20 pages. Luckilly, of -
those of his works mentioned the answers to the 1-and 7 th questions,
we have copies in our libraries, as I mentioned above.

The name of the «Frank physician» is not given here, but we
understand from. his statement quoted above that he was of greek
origin. He was perhaps the above mentioned George Chioniades, the
 physician from Trebizond. he send the questions to Constantinople,
Reshideddin had in thes works an assistent Nizam al-din A‘rac Yazdi
(P. 279b) who Completed the As’ila-u acviba.

- The Arabic edition of Rashid-al-din’s book As'ila u Ajviba, is
more complete than the Persian. At the end of Codex A (fos. 270a-
296a) the treatise entitled «Reason and Science, ‘and which is prefe-
ferable» is wanting. These treatiese he wrote follewing a conversation
he had wit King Uljaytu in the month of Sha’ban 705 (February
1306 ). There he records the thoughts of Jewish, Christian, and Budd-
* hist ( putperest pagan) scholars on that subject, and enters into eco-
nomical, dissertations. He mentions that those Christians maintain that
reason and science can elevate man to the rank of divinity, and accor-
ding to some of them this is Jesus, the son of Mary: ol 0s4& @b ladl Ly
ro‘;] {u)'&“ ‘L«‘/ ot Q))}.a.u} .__,\3,\5“ ‘/- )515 JAK’\ ‘_)L.JY\ 4,..(/
rﬁ;}m 4&&:—4:,.& Loy alll ol £ rt‘j (4"‘"” AT ‘.}LJ\ e ......l\ o (4,\'4.;
O s Jy L5 gl Gl 1A Gaan el ol dm, N
) ,::.rJ;JJ \5,(41- d_-‘“ 1)1; 56 ol ‘.JL.J ade c‘..l\ 4..4)\ S f"’; yalall
Sl Lis Je «e V ~a36, He records testimonies to prouve that <« human
reason» is higher than «abstract reason» (+ ¢! oVl Jae &5 ol

A Jadl ).
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