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Abstract

The Covid19 pandemic, which has affected the whole world, has increasingly affected all areas of social
life, especially in the field of health. Although the health area is partially prepared for the process due to
its natural structure, many difficulties are encountered. This process, in which all aspects of the
education field are caught unprepared, are tried to be overcome with as little damage as possible. In this
process, higher education levels of education try to manage the process by putting their distance
education systems into use urgently. Although students experience individual technical difficulties in
the teaching of theoretical courses, they can overcome their deficiencies by watching the repetition of the
course. It can be said that there are a lot of problems in the applied areas of art-based programs.
Individual instrument lessons in music education is one of these application areas. In addition to
theoretical and technical studies, it is thought that the distance education system is not the solution in
instrument training based on the master-apprentice tradition by imitating the student’s teacher. In
addition to teacher-student cooperation, the current system can be structured by taking such lessons
into consideration in order for the process to function properly. In this study, the difficulties that have
been observed and experienced since the beginning of the pandemic were tried to be evaluated from a
sociological perspective and the difficulties in individual instrument lessons were tried to be defined.
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Yeni Normal Icerisinde Bireysel Calg1 Derslerine
Sosyolojik Bir Bakis

Oz

Tiim diinyay: etkisi altina almig olan Covid19 pandemisi basta saglik alani olmak iizere sosyal hayata
iligkin tiim alanlar1 artan bir sekilde etkisi altina almigtir. Saglik alani dogal yapis: geregi siirece kismen
hazirlikli olsa da bircok zorluk yasanmaktadir. — Egitim alammn ise tiim boyutlart hazirliksiz
yakalandig: bu siireg elden geldigi dlciide az zararla atlatiimaya calisilmaktadir. Bu siirecte Egitimin
yiiksek ogrenim kademeleri, kendi uzaktan egitim sistemlerini acilen kullanima sokarak siireci
yonetmeye calismaktadir. Teorik derslerin islenisinde 6grenciler bireysel teknik olanaksizliklar yagsasa
da ders tekrarlarim izleyerek eksiklerini giderebilmektedir. Sanat icerikli programlarm uygulamal
alanlarinda ise fazlasiyla sorun yasandigr séylenebilir. Miizik egitiminde bireysel calgi dersleri bu
uygulama alanlarindan biridir. Teorik ve teknik calismalarin yaninda 6grencinin 63retmenini taklit
ederek, usta-cirak gelenegi temel alinan calgi egitiminde uzaktan egitim sisteminin ¢oziim olmadig
diigiiniilmektedir. Siirecin saglikli isleyebilmesi icin 6gretmen-6grenci is birliginin yaminda mevcut
sistem bu tarz dersleri de g6z Oniine alarak yapiandirilabilir. Bu ¢alismada, pandeminin bagindan
itibaren gozlemlenen, yasanan sikintilar sosyolojik bir bakis agist ile degerlendirmeye ¢alisilarak bireysel
calgt dersleri icerisindeki zorluklar tanimlanmaya caligilmigtir.

Anahtar Kelimeler:  Pandemi, bireysel ¢algi, uzaktan egitim, uygulamali dersler.
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Introduction

The epidemic that started in the middle of 2019 had a rapid impact all over
the world and started to show its adverse effects, first in health and then
in other fields, spreading rapidly with a high mortality rate.
After a long time, coming face to face with such a reality has become the
most challenging test of humanity in the 21st century by affecting the way
of life and activities in education, economy, politics and all other
individual and social spheres, and has become an insurmountable one.
The pandemic that affects all sectors from A to Z is briefly: "The occurrence
of a disease among a certain group of people in more cases than expected
for a certain period of time" (Ozoglu, 2020). Education and health were the
two most affected areas in this process. It is possible to consider the effects
of the Covid 19 pandemic on education from different angles as of its
causes, consequences and current situation; It would be beneficial to look
at this situation in terms of "globalization", which is the main disease of
our age. This new economy, where commodity relations are increasingly
spreading, local markets are articulated with foreign markets, traditional
forms of production are destroyed, production serves the purpose of
profit and capital is dominant worldwide, globalization as a system in
which it introduces its own system into every market it enters; It has
directly affected the education sector as financial resources, manpower
and social inequality. The fact that the education system is unprepared for
emergencies and the necessary budget is not allocated to sector
employees, and the insufficiency of the infrastructure and products used
for educational purposes deeply affect both teachers and students. In
addition to this interaction, it is thought that during the pandemic period,
teaching lessons in all dimensions of education remotely creates problems
in the access of students to lessons with equal opportunities and in the
parts of the applied fields that require skill and movement. Students can
have many sub-problems and dynamics affecting in this process.
However, the technical impossibilities of the student or the non-
compliance of the applications with the nature of the field may turn into
difficult problems in the future. From this point of view, it is thought that
making realistic and functional plans by defining the process correctly and
examining the instrument training under the social conditions of teacher
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and student interaction will ease the process. The aim of the study is to
examine the individual instrument education in the epidemic process
from a sociological perspective. The results have been reached by using
the experiences observed and interpreted since the beginning of the
pandemic and document analysis.

Education and School as a Social Institution

Education, with its best-known definition, is the desired and permanent
behavior change process. From the point of view of educational sciences,
this definition describes the changes that can be observed directly with
behavior. According to Gokalp (1976), education is the giving of ideas and
feelings to the people who are educated in a society, and the adaptation of
the individual to the culture is provided by education and the adaptation
to technology.

The sociological dimensions of education include concepts such as
social stratification, equality of opportunity in education, knowledge
society, consumption culture, leisure time and school, and serious changes
are observed in the structure of education during the epidemic period
(Bayhan, 2015). With the epidemic, conventional methods and contents
applied for years in the application areas of education have been replaced
by materials with short content, and the boundaries between theory and
practice have begun to disappear. During the pandemic process, the
relationships that should be between the actors of these institutions
become irregular and some social roles and functions are impaired. The
pandemic effects that cause these degradation and irregularities are
thought to be:

e Interruption of the relationship between society and students.

e Restriction of freedom in the field of education.

e Incomplete gains in social roles between teacher-student, student-
student.

e Mixed perceptions of using time efficiently

e Psychological pressure on social life.

e Restriction in social learning capacity.
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e Limitations in socialization capacity (cultural Problems in
identifying the mechanisms and social control mechanisms with
their own internal control mechanisms (non-internalization).

e Lacks in social interaction (not using communication tools such as
language, symbol, movement).

According to Karakas (2020), distance education and technological
experiments were implemented as a measure to overcome the difficulties
during the pandemic period. Education actors, without giving up the
advantages of face-to-face education, have tended to look for ways to
benefit from the opportunities and facilities of distance education.
However, this situation is different for the application steps of music
education.

With its unique system and different structure from other fields, music
is a science that unites social life and balances relations between people in
a non-normative way with its own rules. Perhaps this feature is soothing.
Instrument education is also a branch of music science-music education-
music art adorned with these features. In instrument education, the
individual gains a systematic technical and musical skills in an
instrument, while at the same time gaining a wide range of performance
knowledge with both world music and works of his own culture. The
important point here is that instrumental skills are mainly practical as well
as their theoretical gains. Instrument education is a holistic design of
teacher-student communication and interaction with its individualized,
student-specific structure. The sources that teachers use when transferring
information to students according to certain schools and within a certain
systematic may differ. In face-to-face education, the student demonstrates
his performance in the lesson by listening to himself by looking at the note
and by watching and correcting his technique. In addition, the master-
apprentice discipline, which has been maintained as a tradition from the
past to the present, is a must for this training. Whether it is a western or
Turkish musical instrument, due to the nature of playing the instrument,
students watch their teachers, try to imitate the teacher's technique and
try to play it like him. In this way, while developing his musicality and
technical skills, he can reach a certain level in the instrument with the
systematic theoretical content and corrections given by the teacher. From
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this point of view, being face-to-face is an important condition for the
healthy conduct of instrument training because instrument training is
defined as the instrument teaching process, which is carried out in a
programmatic way in line with “pre-determined” purposes, based on the
face-to-face training approach and organized in accordance with the
characteristics of the individual” (Yalg¢inkaya, Eldemir and Sonmezoz,
2014, p.1584). In addition, teachers and students have some expectations
from each other in instrument training. According to Girgin (2015), these
expectations are; mutual love and respect, students playing the works
with the appropriate technique and feeling the music, being willing,
coming to class by working and organizing their own study strategies;
creating a suitable physical environment for study and study,
encouragement and so on. countable. If these expectations are not met,
communication will not be healthy and the process will be difficult for
both teachers and students. In addition to student-teacher expectations,
another factor affecting success is seen as student motivation. According
to Ozmentes (2013, p.328), who stated that students have intrinsic and
extrinsic motivation in instrument success, “attributing their failure in
their performance to their own abilities or reasons they think they cannot
control is a factor that negatively affects their motivation towards the
instrument”.

When we look at the instrument training in the distance education
process: the possibility of students attending classes on a computer, tablet
or phone, being with their families during the pandemic process and not
having an internet connection where they are, decreases participation in
lessons especially for students who have just started instrumental
education and the current system is inadequate to gain basic behaviors. It
can cause students to lose their motivation. In addition, it is thought that
technical problems and conducting the lessons under different conditions
than they should not only affect the motivation of the students, but also
affect their success negatively and may lead to situations such as apathy,
ignoring, absenteeism and not following the lesson after a while.
According to Birkok (2000,p.38), distance education is seen as a positive
development in terms of transferring culture to different regions through
broadcasting tools and providing equal opportunity in education.
However, this method is insufficient especially for emergencies and
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applied issues. As a matter of fact, as Yildiz Vural (2020, p.563) stated in
the 6th month evaluation report of the Turkish Medical Association on
global inequality during the pandemic period “practices that define
education as the right of citizenship do not take into account the situation
of those living in inadequate conditions”. Considering that instrument
training is a difficult process that requires high-level skills, it is thought
that the technical difficulties experienced in distance education lessons
will affect this area more than other areas, and students may fail due to
inadequate conditions and may not gain the technical skills required in
the instrument.

Conclusion

During the pandemic period, it seems that the only solution is to use
various methods to minimize these difficulties in instrument lessons that
are held or to be done remotely due to the existing risks and to ensure that
the lessons are passed efficiently by identifying the individual difficulties
experienced by the students and ensuring that students receive an efficient
instrument education with interventions to the extent that the teacher can
do. For example, it should be ensured that students are included in a
standard practice for individual instrument lessons, and since there will
be many deficiencies in the course and skills in the participation of
students on the phone, technical infrastructure should be provided for
practical lessons, at least by state or local governments. In addition, the
use of three-dimensional instrument training programs designed with
various programs can be made available to students free of charge during
the pandemic process. In these programs that will enable students to learn
on their own, it is thought to be a temporary solution, as there will be no
situations to ask questions to the teacher or to notice when they do wrong.

In order to fulfill the social functions lost by the school during the
pandemic period, weekly or monthly meetings with the advisors and the
lecturers of each course will ensure both group interaction and strengthen
the social ties between student-teacher, student-student and determine
the social and educational needs experienced during the pandemic
process will also allow.
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In addition to the above effects, they are psychological situations in
which the pandemic creates another impact dimension. Considering that
being in a group and the quality of group membership affect the behavior
of the individual in society, it will not be possible to expect healthy
technical and musical behaviors from students who have difficulties in
terms of individual instrument during the education process. Karakas
(2020) expects a change in classroom structure, teacher-student relations
and assessment-evaluation system styles at the end of the process and
thinks that new normals will emerge for all these stages, but will not be
easy.

It is a fact that all the mechanisms that make up the social system, such
as education, economy, politics, health, etc., work in full capacity and
cooperation. Possible bad situations require management with serious
foresight. The applications of the distance education method leave aside
the pragmatist aspect of the education and defer the principle of "student
relativity" due to the shortcomings for the courses and the contradiction
of the nature of the application, behavioral limitations and the inability to
control students, and accepts each student at the same level and skill for
each course.
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