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A NEW MEMBER OF THE LATE ROMAN D KOINÉ? 
A New Red-Slipped Pottery Group Found at Seleukeia Sidera

Bilge HÜRMÜZLÜ – Burak SÖNMEZ *

ÖZ

Geç Roma D Koinési’nin Yeni Bir Üyesi mi?

Seleukeia Sidera’da Ele Geçen Yeni Bir Grup Kırmızı Astarlı Seramik 

Antik Dönem Pisidia Bölgesi kentlerinden olan Seleukeia Sidera Antik Kenti’nde son yıllarda 
gerçekleştirilen çalışmalarda, kentte Geç Roma İmparatorluk Dönemi’nde kayda değer bir seramik 
üretimi olduğuna dair verilere ulaşılmıştır. Kırmızı astarlı seramikler, form özellikleri ve kil yapı-
larının makroskopik özellikleri açısından Antik Dönem’de bölgenin en önemli üretimleri olduğu 
bilinen Sagalassos Kırmızı Astarlıları ile özdeş görünmektedir. Bununla birlikte detaylı tipoloji 
çalışmaları ve gerçekleştirilen arkeometrik analizler sonucunda seramikler içinde form ve bezeme 
özellikleri ile dikkati çeken bir grubun Sagalassos Kırmızı Astarlıları ve çevredeki diğer kentlerde 
bulunan, arkeometrik analiz sonuçları yayınlanmış diğer kentlerden farklı olduğu görülmüştür. 
Dışa çekik geniş ağızda kabara şekilli tek sıra kabartma bezeme taşıyan bu kâse grubu, ilk bakış-
ta çevredeki diğer kentlerin kırmızı astarlı grupları ile oldukça benzer görünmektedir. Bununla 
birlikte ağızda yer alan bezemeler ve ağız formunun detaylı şekilde incelenmesi, kendine özgü 
farklılıklara sahip olduğunu göstermiştir. Form detayları ve ağız bezemeleri açısından farklılıklar 
taşımaktadırlar. Seleukeia Sidera örnekleri ile benzer şekilde ağızda kabara şekilli kabartma beze-
menin görüldüğü Arykanda, Perge ve Aizanoi gibi kentlerde de farklılıklar görülmektedir. Ayrıca 
Sagalassos dışındaki kentlerde bu örnekler çok az sayıda örnekle temsil edilmektedir. Seleukeia 
Sidera seramikleri üzerinde gerçekleştirilen arkeometrik analizlerin sonuçları, çevre kentlerde 
tespit edilen örneklere göre daha sık şekilde karşımıza çıkmaları ve tutarlı alt tiplere sahip olma-
ları bir arada değerlendirildiğinde, bu grubun Seleukeia Sidera’da ya da yakın çevresindeki bir 
atölyede üretildiklerini göstermektedir. Bu durum, Poblome ve Fırat tarafından önerilen, Geç 
Roma İmparatorluk Dönemi’nde Batı Anadolu’daki kentlerde sosyo-kültürel ve sosyo-ekonomik 
ilişkiler sonucunda birbirleri ile ilişkili üretimler yapan kentlerin oluşturduğu LRD koinési içinde 
pay sahibi olduğuna işaret etmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Seleukeia Sidera, Pisidia, LRD koinési, bölgesel üretim.

* Prof. Dr. Bilge Hürmüzlü, Süleyman Demirel Üniversitesi, Fen Edebiyat Fakültesi, Arkeoloji Bölümü, 
32600 Isparta/TR. E-posta: bilgehurmuzlu@gmail.com; Orcid No: 0000-0002-3676-7436; 

 Arş. Gör. Burak Sönmez, Süleyman Demirel Üniversitesi, Fen Edebiyat Fakültesi, Arkeoloji Bölümü, 
32600 Isparta/TR. E-posta: burak.sonmez.988@gmail.com; Orcid No: 0000-0002-2062-3913.  
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ABSTRACT

Research in recent years at Seleukeia Sidera has revealed indications of a significant pottery 
production in the city during the Late Roman Imperial Period. The red slip pottery from Seleukeia 
Sidera seems to be similar in terms of its formal features and macroscopic characteristics of its clay 
fabric to that known to be produced at Sagalassos, one of the most important production centres 
of the region in Antiquity. Yet, as a result of detailed typological studies as well as archaeomet-
ric analysis, it has been established that a group of pottery from Seleukeia Sidera, which draws 
attention with its formal and decorative characteristics, is different from the Sagalassos Red Slip 
Ware examples. At first glance, this group of bowls, which carry a single row of pearl-like relief 
decoration on their everted wide rims, looks remarkably similar to the red slipped groups of the 
surrounding cities. However, a closer examination of the decorations and the rim form indicated 
distinctive differences. Similar to the examples of Seleukeia Sidera, such differences can also be 
observed on bowls with a pearl-like relief decoration on the rim found at cities such as Arykanda, 
Perge and Aizanoi. Moreover, these examples are represented by only very few examples in cities 
other than Sagalassos. The results of the archaeometric analysis carried out on Seleukeia Sidera 
pottery suggest that this group was either produced at Seleukeia Sidera or in a workshop in its 
vicinity, as they appear more frequently there than the examples registered in the surrounding cities 
and have consistent subtypes as well. This production also seems to adhere to the concept of the 
LRD koiné, put forward by Poblome and Fırat, which consisted of production centres that made 
interrelated products resulting from socio-cultural and socio-economic relations between the cities 
of Southwestern Anatolia during the Late Roman Imperial Period.

Keywords: Seleukeia Sidera, Pisidia, koiné of LRD, regional production.

Archaeological research carried out in the ancient region of Pisidia and its imme-
diate surroundings has so far yielded evidence for pottery production in the territories 
of Sagalassos, Pednelissos and Kibyra. At Sagalassos, which stands out as a major 
pottery production centre in the region since the Hellenistic Period, detailed typologi-
cal studies as well as several archaeometrical analyses of potterys have attested mass 
production of red slip ware between the 1st and 6th centuries AD1.  At the time, it not 
only supplied the cities of Pisidia and environs, but also exported to cities in distant 
locations2. Secondly, archaeological surveys conducted in the territory of Pednelissos 
generated data that attested to a comprehensive pottery production and allowed the 
identification of pottery workshops in the territory of the city3. More specifically, 
large amounts of misfired pottery and materials used in pottery production such as 
stamps and moulds were found in several dumps. From this material it was understo-
od that these workshops manufactured potterys belonging to the Late Roman D ware 
group, a category of red-slipped pottery which had a widespread circulation in the 
Mediterranean Basin during the Late Roman Imperial Period and was originally tho-
ught to have been produced on Cyprus4. Finally, potterys are also known to have been 

1 Ottenburgs – Jorissen – Viaene 1993; Degryse et al., 2000; Degryse et al., 2002.
2 Poblome 1999; Poblome et al., 2013, 193.
3 Kenkel 2007; Jackson et al. 2012.
4 Jackson et al. 2012, 112. It should be emphasized that archaeometric analyses have not been carried out 

on these potterys; only the typological features of the finds have been examined and some samples of 
misfired sherds have been published.
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made at the city of Kibyra, which is located in the area to the southwest of Pisidia. 
It has been stated that the production in the city continued from the Late Hellenistic 
Period to the Early Byzantine Period5.

As a result of typological studies and archaeometrical analyses recently carried 
out on red-slipped potterys from Seleukeia Sidera within the scope of ongoing PhD 
research6, a new group of red slip ware can now be identified at this Pisidian city. It is 
the aim of this brief study to present this group of red-slipped pottery and characterize 
them as the products of a new pottery production centre, possibly located at Seleukeia 
Sidera or in its immediate vicinity. In addition to this, our objective is to situate this 
new group of red slip ware in the LRD koiné concept proposed by Poblome and Fırat7. 
This concept is borrowed from philology to explain pottery production interaction 
in Antiquity. Koiné stands for the “common language” of the Greeks in Antiquity. 
According to this theory, different pottery groups produced in Southwest Anatolia are 
not isolated groups. Instead they should be evaluated as different dialects of a common 
socio-cultural and socio-economic language8.

Red-slipped bowls with pearl-shaped relief decorated rim
As part of the studies carried out on the red-slipped potterys found at Seleukeia 

Sidera between 2016-2019 during field surveys and excavations9, a total of 69 red-
slipped bowls with pearl-like relief decoration on the rim were found and classified 
according to their form features (fig. 1-2)10.  Bowls belonging to this group generally 
have an everted or thickened rim (fig. 1/1-9), except for one type (fig. 1/10). Pearl-like 
relief decoration made in a single row on the lip is a common feature. On some sherds, 
stamped decorations such as circles and crescents in single row can be observed on 
the protruding rim. 

In the pieces of this group, the fired clay fabric is medium hard, while the amount 
and sizes of pores are variable. Small limestone inclusions of different densities can 
be seen in all of the potterys. The colour of the clay fabric varies, with different shades 
of red and brown in a small number of samples. Mostly the colour is 5YR-6/6 reddish 
yellow and 5YR-6/8 reddish yellow. In the fabric of 16 pieces, there are lump-shaped 

5 Özüdoğru – Dündar, 2007; Uygun – Dökü, 2008; Japp, 2009, 95. Although typological studies have been 
made on these potterys, archaeometric analyses have not yet been carried out.

6 The Roman and Late Roman Imperial pottery production at Seleukeia Sidera is being studied in the 
scope of a PhD thesis under the title of “Pottery Production and Trade Connections in Seleukeia Sidera 
during the Roman Imperial Period” by Burak Sönmez. The Phd thesis and the results discussed in this 
paper supported by Scientific Research Fund of the Süleyman Demirel University. Project Number: 
SDK-2019-7041. We are thankful to Scientific Research Fund of the Süleyman Demirel University for 
their support.

7 Poblome – Fırat 2011, 49.
8 Poblome – Fırat 2011, 42.
9 In Seleukeia Sidera, field surveys were conducted between 2016 and 2019 as part of Isparta Archaeo-

logical Survey Project (IAS) by Prof. Dr. Bilge Hürmüzlü-Kortholt. See: Hürmüzlü – Sönmez – Ayaşan 
2017; Hürmüzlü-Kortholt et al. 2017; Schenk et al. 2018. Excavations are having been carried out at Se-
leukeia by the team under the direction of Prof. Dr. Bilge Hürmüzlü-Kortholt since 2018. See: Hürmüzlü 
et al. 2018; Hürmüzlü et al. 2019; Hürmüzlü – Sönmez – Atav-Köker, in press; Hürmüzlü 2020.

10 For six fragments from excavations in 1993, see: Laflı 2000, Fig. 2/17, 19-23.
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inclusions present, burgundy (7.5R-3/3 and 3/4 dusky red) or dark brown (7.5YR-
2.5/2 very dark brown)  in colour and ranging in size from small to very large (fig. 3). 
They are understood as pieces of pure clay mixed into the clay fabric in a wet state. 
The colour of the slip and its application on the vessels are not standard (fig. 2). In 
some pieces, the slip was applied thinly and with colour fluctuations, while in other 
pieces it was more carefully applied, resulting in an even thick and monochrome ap-
pearance. Almost all the pieces have a slip in shades of red, with a small number of 
pieces have a brown slip: the most common slip colour is 2.5YR-5/8 red, followed by 
10R-5/8 red and 10R-5/6 red.

The numbers and the consistent variations of the red slipped group from Seleukeia 
Sidera can be considered as an important indicator of local or regional production at 
or near Seleukeia Sidera. Examples of red-slipped bowls belonging to the same group 
of Seleukeia Sidera have also been identified at Sagalassos11, while similar groups 
of local production were discerned in some cities of the surrounding regions such as 
Aizanoi, Arykanda, Perge and Hierapolis12. Although the products of these cities are 
similar in form and relief decoration, they are different from the Seleukeia Sidera 
group in terms of the application of the details. Only a few examples have almost the 
same form features, such as a bowl from Hierapolis13 and a bowl type from Aizanoi14. 
On the other hand, other above-mentioned cities such as Sagalassos, Arykanda and 
Perge have their own variations. A well-known bowl type from Sagalassos, Variant 
1B233 has a pearl-like rim decoration15 as seen at Seleukeia Sidera, yet details of 
pearl-like motifs and rim shapes of Seleukeia Sidera are different. As for Arykanda 
and Perge, details of rims and pearl-like decorations are overtly different16. Examples 
in terms of protruding rim with decoration, constitute an inconsiderable group in the 
red slip pottery assemblage. 

In addition to the bowls with pearl-like relief decoration on their rims, a group 
of bowls and dish body fragments, of which only the tondo part is preserved, can be 
included in the red slipped group discussed above, on the basis of the similarity of the 
clay and slip characteristics, as well as the element contents (fig. 4-5) . The clay and 
slip properties of these bottom fragments are similar to the bowls evaluated above. 
They carry stamped geometric and floral decoration in their tondos. In Sagalassos Red 
Slip Ware, a type that can be considered similar to the Seleukeia Sidera red slip bowls 
is known. The form has been evaluated by Poblome under the title Variant 1B23317. 
A find from the Domestic Area at Perge in Pamphylia has similar characteristics 

11 Examples of the local/regional production Type 1 with pearl-like relief decoration on the protruding rim 
are similar to the Sagalassos Red Slip Variant 1B233. See, Poblome 1999, 96-98, Fig. 41. However, 
there are many pieces with different characteristics.

12 Aizanoi: Ateş 2015, 102, Pl. 30/182; 127, Pl. 53/296; Arykanda: Yaman 2018, 134-135, Pl. 26/140-143; 
Perge: Fırat 1999, 34-35, Pl. 45/158; Hierapolis: Poblome et al. 2001, 121, Fig. 2/6.

13 Poblome et al. 2001, 121, Fig. 2/6.
14 Ateş 2015, 102, Pl. 30/182; 127, Pl. 53/296.
15 Poblome 1999, 96-98, Fig. 41.
16 Arykanda: Yaman 2018, 134-135, Pl. 26/140-143; Perge: Fırat 1999, 34-35, Pl. 45/158.
17 Although the type is similar in general appearance to the Seleukeia examples, there are differences in 

details. In the Sagalassos examples, the rim is flat and the relief decoration on the rim is different; see 
Poblome 1999, 96-98, Fig. 41.
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as the Seleukeia examples18. A group of red-slipped potterys found at Rhodiapolis 
in Lycia that are stated to be locally produced, also have similar form features as 
the instances from Seleukeia Sidera19. And among the locally produced potterys of 
Lycian Arykanda, there are also comparable pieces20. This situation can probably be 
explained as the result of local pottery workshops producing their own variations of a 
common type due to interaction with workshops in surrounding cities. In Anemurium, 
a group of wares found in a small sector and suggested to be locally produced. One 
example of these group is reminiscent to those found in Seleuekia Sidera21. Similar 
examples of Seleukeia Sidera fragments found at Sagalassos and cities in the surro-
unding regions are all dated in the 5th - 6th centuries AD based on the stratigraphical 
contexts from which they originated. For now, this date range can also be accepted for 
the Seleukeia Sidera group until contextual dates are available from future excavations 
at the site. 

The red slip bowls evaluated here constitute a consistent group in terms of form 
and macroscopic features of the clay fabric. Archaeometrical analysis performed on 
34 bowls and five stamped tondo fragments confirmed this observation22. As a result 
of petrographic analysis, it became clear that the potterys were mostly produced from 
mixed clays containing vermiculite, illite and smectite. It is understood that the clay 
resources were taken from an area with alkaline and volcanic content. Furthermore, 
quartz, sericite, muscovite, chlorite, plagioclase, opaque minerals and chert were 
found to be part of their mineralogical composition. XRF analyses of the Seleukeia 
examples (fig. 6) established different element values from those of Sagalassos Red 
Slip Ware23, from the red slipped pottery group of unknown origin which was found 
at Hierapolis, Perge and Sagalassos24, and from the SRSW Similar-1 and SRSW 
Similar-2 groups detected at Perge25.

When the Seleukeia Sidera Red Slipped potterys are compared with those of 
Sagalassos Red Slip Ware, it is understood that the element values are substantially 
different. The values of Al2O3 and Na2O are dissimilar from the Sagalassos values in 
all analysed pieces, while being consistent within the group. As a result of the XRF 
analysis, it was understood that the Al2O3 values ranged between 12.44-14.82%. 

18 In the instance from Perge, there is a pearl-shaped relief on the flattened rim. However, this piece was 
evaluated under the Piecrust Rim group, dated after 580's AD; see Fırat 1999, 34-35.

19 An example from this group is the piece of a flared bowl. The lip is not thickened and the rim is grooved 
by scraping; see Akın 2012, 46, No. 196.

20 The group classified as Arykanda Local/Regional Form 3 consists of bowls with flared and upturned 
rim and a wide rim ledge. An example from this group is close to the Seleukeia Sidera group. Notches 
were made on the rim; see Yaman 2018, 134-135, Pl. 26/140.

21 In Anemurium, these group have been found in 7th century context, see Williams 1989, 53, Fig. 27, No. 
315. The typical feature of this group is the fingerprint decoration on the rim.  On the other hand, the 
application of the decoration on the mouth and the clear difference between the clay properties make it 
difficult to establish close connections between the groups from Anemurium and Seleukeia Sidera.

22 Archaeometrical analyses were carried out in Archaeometry Laboratory at the Earth Sciences Applica-
tion and Research Center (YEBİM) of the Ankara University, by the team under the direction of Prof. 
Dr. Yusuf Kağan KADIOĞLU.

23 Poblome et al. 1997, 514, Table 1.
24 Poblome et al. 2001; 125-126.
25 Özden-Gerçeker 2015, 139-141.
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The analyses performed on Sagalassos Red Slip Ware, on the other hand, yielded 
Al2O3 values between 15.00-16.46%26 and 16-18%27. The situation is the same for 
the SRSW finds from Perge where Al2O3 values are in the range of 15.03-16.66%28. 
Na2O values observed to be 0.04-0.5% in the Seleukeia Sidera samples29, were 0.83-
1.13%30 and 0.7-1.2%31 in the SRSW finds from Sagalassos, and between 0.71-1.04% 
in the Perge samples32.

P2O5, CaO, TiO2 and MnO values have different values in most of the examined 
pieces. P2O5 values in the Seleukeia Sidera samples vary between 0.13-2.47%; the 
value is lower in six pieces compared to samples from Sagalassos and Perge, and hig-
her in 23 pieces. In the Sagalassos finds, the P2O5 value ranges between 0.20-0.32%33 
and 0.2-0.7%34; in the Perge samples, it is in the range of 0.18-0.35%35. CaO values 
in twelve pieces from Seleukeia are higher than in the Sagalassos and Perge samples; 
it varies between 10.04-13.2%. In Sagalassos samples, these values are between 6.07-
9.03%36 and 5-7%37, and in Perge 7.64-9.95%38. TiO2 values varying between 0.71-
0.92% are lower than the SRSW samples from Sagalassos and Perge in ten pieces. 
TiO2 values in the Sagalassos samples are between 0.82-0.91%39; for the pieces from 
Perge, it changes between 0.86-0.94%40. MnO values are in the range of 0.06-0.09%, 
lower in eighteen pieces than the values of the analysed SRSW pieces from Sagalassos 
and Perge which are in the range of 0.08-0.11%41. Fe2O3 values ranging between 
6.67-8.87% only vary in a few pieces. It is lower in three pieces and higher in two 
pieces compared to the examples from Sagalassos and Perge. Si2O3 values have the 
same value ranges in samples from all three cities.

The element content of the red slip group of unknown origin, which is similar to 
the Sagalassos Red Slip Ware and detected at Hierapolis, Perge and Sagalassos, is also 
different from that of the red slip group found at Seleukeia Sidera42. Al2O3 and Na2O 
values of Seleukeia Sidera samples are again lower than those of the red slip group 
samples from these cities. SiO2 values are in the same range, while values of MgO, 
P2O5, K2O, CaO, TiO2, MnO and Fe2O3 vary at different rates43. A similar situation 
is observed in the SRSW Like-1 and SRSW Like-2 groups from Perge44.

26 Poblome et al. 1997, 514, Table 1.
27 Ottenburgs – Jorissen – Viaene 1993, 164, Table 1.
28 Özden-Gerçeker 2015, Tablo 98.
29 Na2O value for an exceptional piece is 1%.
30 Poblome et al. 1997, 514, Table 1.
31 Ottenburgs – Jorissen – Viaene 1993, 164, Table 1.
32 Özden-Gerçeker 2015, Table 98.
33 Poblome et al. 1997, 514, Table 1.
34 Ottenburgs – Jorissen – Viaene 1993, 164, Table 1.
35 Özden-Gerçeker 2015, Table 98.
36 Poblome et al. 1997, 514, Table 1.
37 Ottenburgs – Jorissen – Viaene 1993, 164, Table 1.
38 Özden-Gerçeker 2015, Table 98.
39 Poblome et al. 1997, 514, Table 1.
40 Özden-Gerçeker 2015, Table 98.
41 Poblome et al. 1997, 514, Table 1.
42 Poblome et al. 2001; 125, Table 1.
43 Poblome et al. 2001; 125, Table 1.
44 Özden-Gerçeker 2015, 145-147, Table 98.
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All these archaeometrical data suggest that the group of red-slipped bowls found 
at Seleukeia Sidera is different from Sagalassos Red Slip Ware, the local products 
of Arykanda, Aizanoi and the products of the unknown production centre attested at 
Hierapolis, Perge and Sagalassos, and therefore should be identified as the product of 
a previously unknown workshop, possibly situated either at Seleukeia Sidera or  in its 
immediate vicinity.

The Importance of the Newly Detected Red-Slipped Pottery Group
In addition to the production centres previously identified in the region of Pisidia 

and its surroundings, the existence of different, regionally produced pottery groups, 
whose place of production is not known yet, can now be suggested. It is generally not 
possible to distinguish these groups of red-slipped potterys macroscopically. Therefore, 
they can only be identified when archaeometrical analyses are performed. A group of 
red-slipped potterys identified by archaeometrical analysis and comparative typology 
studies at Perge, Hierapolis and Sagalassos can be given as an example. This group is 
similar to Sagalassos Red Slip Ware in terms of form features but was also influenced 
by African, Cypriot and Phocaean Red Slipped Wares. Archaeometrical analysis reve-
aled that it constituted the production of a previously unknown workshop45. Moreover, 
similar results were obtained from later studies carried out in Perge. There, two groups 
of potterys, which are indistinguishably similar to Sagalassos Red Slip Ware in terms 
of form features and slip appearance, could be distinguished from the former on the 
basis of their different element composition46. The second group was considered to 
be similar to the products of the unlocalized red slip workshop, attested at Sagalassos, 
Perge and Hierapolis47.

To conclude, the group of red-slipped potterys found at Seleukeia Sidera draws 
attention with its clay/slip and form features. The group, which resembles Sagalassos 
Red Slip Ware and locally produced potterys from some surrounding cities such as 
Arykanda, Rhodiapolis, and Aizanoi, as far as its form characteristics are concerned, 
has a single row of pearl-like relief decoration on the rim as the standard decoration 
element in most of the pieces. Some sherds also have stamped decorations on the rim. 
In addition to the presence of subtypes that are not seen in the surrounding cities, 
it displays features that differ from the clay fabric and slip of other known sigillata 
and red slip ware groups, which have a wide distribution in and around Anatolia. In 
Arykanda, the group of red slipped potterys proposed as items of local or regional pro-
duction based on distinctive clay and slip features, includes ten different forms. Form 
3 has ten examples which are vaguely similar to the potterys of Seleukeia Sidera, only 
one of which has pearl-like motifs on the protruding rim48. In Aizanoi, two different 
forms (Schüssel 8 and Schale 44) similar to the Seleukeia Sidera examples have been 
determined49.  On the other hand, these vessels have single rows of small hollows 

45 Poblome et al. 2001, 125.
46 Özden-Gerçeker 2015, 145-147; Poblome – Özden-Gerçeker – Loopmans 2017, 90-91.
47 Poblome – Özden-Gerçeker – Loopmans 2017, 91.
48 Yaman 2018, 134-135, Pl. 26, No. 140.
49 Ateş 2015, 127, Taf. 53/296; 102, Taf. 30/182.
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on the rim that differ from the pearl-like relief motifs of Seleukeia Sidera. In Perge, 
a bowl with similar pearl-like motifs on the protruding rim has been found. This 
type is examined under the Piecrust Rim Ware Group and is represented by only one 
example50. 

Archaeometrical analysis performed on the potterys of Seleukeia Sidera revealed 
that the clay raw material used in production was different in terms of elemental 
composition from that used at Sagalassos, the most dominant pottery production cent-
re of the region during the Roman Imperial Period. In accordance with the concept 
of the LRD koiné proposed by Poblome and Fırat51, the pottery group of unknown 
origin, identified at Perge, Hierapolis and Sagalassos, already indicated that, in order 
to understand the pottery distribution dynamics of the Late Roman Imperial Period, 
it is necessary to take into consideration smaller, local production centres, as well as 
dominant workshops geared towards large scale production for export to distant areas. 
The relationship of the newly established red slip ware group identified at Seleukeia 
Sidera, with Sagalassos Red Slip Ware and the production detected in the surrounding 
cities, indicates that it is a constituent of the LRD koiné proposed by Poblome and 
Fırat, and an active shareholder of the oligopoly economy model which is assumed 
to include many cities in and around the region of Pisidia52. From this point of view, 
the new pottery group determined at Seleukeia Sidera can be interpret as a part of 
mentioned LRD koiné.
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Fig. 1-2 Red-slipped bowl group found at Seleukeia Sidera.
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Fig. 4-5 Tondos belonging to the red-slipped bowls and plates found at Seleukeia Sidera. 

Fig. 3 Dark coloured 
clay contents 
detected in 
some of the red-
slipped ceramics 
from Seleukeia 
Sidera.
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Fig. 6 Element values of red-slipped ceramics from Seleukeia Sidera.




