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OZET

Trakya yoresindeki petrol ve tiirevlerinin arama faaliyetlerinin Osmanli Devleti doneminde bagladig:
bilinmektedir. Ozellikle Miirefte ve civarinda gerek yerli girisimciler, gerekse yabanci ortakli sirketlerin
donemin teknolojik imkanlariyla yapmis oldugu aramalardan petrol emarelerine rastlansa da bir sonug elde
edilememistir. Birinci Diinya Savagi’nin baslamasiyla da yorede yapilan petrol arama ¢alismalar1 durdurulmak
zorunda kalinmistir. Cumhuriyetin kurulmasiyla birlikte Demokrat Parti Iktidarina kadar olan donemde petrol
aramalarinda millilesmeye gidilmistir. Bu dogrultuda arama faaliyetlerini devlet eliyle, Maden Tetkik Arama
Enstitiisii siirdlirmiistiir. Ancak bu donemde de Tekirdag civarinda yapilan aramalardan bir sonug elde
edilememistir. 1950 yilinda Demokrat Parti’nin (DP) iktidara gelmesiyle birlikte ise ekonomide oldugu gibi
petrol aramalarinda da liberallesmeye gidilmistir. Bu donemde yeni petrol kanunu ¢ikarilmistir. Birgok yabanci
sirket Trakya’da petrol aramasi yapmis; ancak yerel basina yansiyan olumlu sonuglara ragmen agilan petrol
kuyular1, verimsiz olduklar1 dne stiriilerek tekrar geri kapatilmistir. Bu ¢alismada Osmanli Devleti doneminden
baglayarak ozellikle DP donemindeki Trakya yoresinde yapilan petrol arama faaliyetleri ve yerel basindaki
yansimalari irdelenecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Demokrat Parti, Vatandas Gazetesi, Trakya, Petrol

The Reflections of Qil Search in Thrace in The Period of The Demokrat Parti
in The Edirne "Vatandas" Newspaper (1950-1960 )

ABSTRACT

It is known that the exploration activities of oil and its derivatives in the Thrace region started during the
Ottoman Empire period. Especially in Miirefte and its surroundings, both domestic entrepreneurs and companies
with foreign partnerships made with the technological possibilities of the period, even though oil signs were
encountered, no result could be obtained. With the start of the First World War, oil exploration activities in the
region had to be stopped. With the establishment of the Republic, until the Demokrat Parti's rule, oil exploration
was nationalized. In this direction, the Mineral Research and Exploration Institute continued its exploration
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activities by the state. However, no results could be obtained from the searches carried out around Tekirdag in
this period. With the Demokrat Parti coming to power in 1950, liberalization was made in oil exploration as
well as in the economy. During this period, a new oil law was enacted. Many foreign companies have searched
for oil in Thrace; However, despite the positive results reflected in the local press, the oil wells drilled were
closed again on the grounds that they were inefficient. In this study, starting from the Ottoman Empire period,
especially the oil exploration activities in the Thrace region during the Demokrat Parti period and their
reflections in the local press will be examined.

Keywords: Demokrat Parti, Vatandas Newspaper, Thrace, Oil

* Bu ¢alisma Arastirma ve Yayin Etigine uygun olarak hazirlanmistir.

GIRIS

Trakya’da petrol arama faaliyetlerinin tarihi Cumhuriyet dncesi doneme dayanmaktadir. Ik olarak
Cavit Bey, 1892 yilinda Miirefte ve Sarkdy yakinlarinda petrol arama faaliyetinde bulunmay1
amaglamistir. Bunun i¢in de imkanlar dahilinde elinde sadece su kuyusu agmaya uygun sondaj aleti
olan bolge halkindan bir Rum ve Seferyan isminde bir Ermeni ile ortaklasa sirket kurmustur (Lokman,
1958:92; Basa, 2017:125). Ancak kurulan bu sirket, aramalar neticesinde bir sonug¢ elde
edemediginden kapatilmigtir (Tagsman, 1945:340).

1897 yilinda Tekirdag Ganos civarinda 1360 hektarlik bir arazinin petrol ¢ikarma izni bir ferman ile
Halil Rifat Pasa’ya verilmistir. Petrol arama faaliyetleri icin Romanya’dan is¢iler ve ustalar getirilerek
Ganos yakinlarinda kuyular acilmigtir. Ancak énemli sayilabilecek petrol ve gaza rastlanmadigindan

kuyular igletilmeden kapatilmistir (Lokman, 1958:92; Mesut, 2003:1-10; Tagman, 1945:340).

Osmanl1 Devleti’nin maden kanunlar1 geregince yabanci iilke vatandaglarina maden arama hususunda
imtiyaz verilmemekteydi. Ancak, yabanci iilke vatandaglari maden imtiyazi alan yerli sirketlere ortak
olabiliyordu (Ozdemir vd, 2018:377). Halil Rifat Pasa’nin imtiyaz sahibi oldugu bolgede, 1899 yilinda
European Petroleum Sirketi, Londra'dan Adyasevi¢ adinda bir jeolog getirterek bolgenin etiidiinii
yaptirtmistir. 1900 senesinde Tekirdag Hoskdy’de bulunan Hora deresinde agilan sig sondaj
kuyusunda 92.5 metrede giinde 2 tona kadar petrole rastlanmistir. Bu kuyudan 1901 yilina kadar 47
ton petrol elde edilmistir (Lokman, 1958:92; Tasman, 1945:340). European Petroleum Sirketi’nin
1906 yilina kadar, toplam ac¢ti1 kuyu miktarina incelemis oldugumuz kaynaklarda rastlanmamastir.
Bununla birlikte sirket, Hora, Miirefte, Sarkdy sahasinda doneme gore derin sayilabilecek muhtelif
kuyular agmistir. Miirefte’de agilan 10 numarali kuyuda 31 metrede az miktarda petrol, 67 metrede ise
bir miktar gaz bulunmustur. Ancak, kuyu verimsiz bulundugundan kapatilmistir. 1903 yilinda
caligmalara baglanan 9 numarali kuyuda 350 metre derinlige inilse de petrol veya gaza ulagilamamustir.
1904 yilinda agilan 11 numarali kuyuda 443 metreye inilmis ancak verim alinamadigi gerekgesiyle,

1904 yilinda kapatilmistir (Tasman, 1945:340; Sirim, 2020:32).
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Halil Rifat Pasa, Birinci Diinya Savasi dncesinde kendisine tahsis edilen bolgedeki arama haklarini,
Avusturyali Stanislas Mihalki adinda bir girisimciye devretmistir. 1914 yilinda Standard Oil Sirketi
tarafindan gonderilen bir jeolog tarafindan Miirefte, Hoskdy, Hora Deresi civarinin jeolojik etiidii
yaptlmistir. Yine 1914 yilinda, donemin Orman ve Maadin Bakanligi tarafindan Miirefte
yakinlarindaki bolgenin petrol arama ruhsatlandirmasi L. Thomas adina yapilmistir. Ancak Birinci
Diinya Savasi’nin baglamasiyla calismalar durdurulmustur (Lokman, 1958:92; Atalay, 2003: 1;
Yurtoglu, Cumhuriyet Déneminde, 2017: 146,148).

Cumhuriyetin ilanin1 takiben, Tiirkiye sinirlari i¢indeki petrol kaynaklarinin devlet eliyle arastirilmasi
benimsenmistir. Bu amacla da 24 Mart 1926 tarihinde kabul edilen 792 sayil1 Petrol Yasasi ile Tiirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti sinirlar1 i¢indeki biitlin petrollerin aranmasi ve isletilmesi hakki devlete verilmistir.
Bununla birlikte hiitkumet Petrol Kanunu’nun 2. Maddesi’ne gore bu hakki kendisi devlet eliyle
yapabilecegi gibi kuracagi sirketler veya gorevlendirecegi fertler eliyle de yapabilecekti. Bu ¢ercevede
de 1935°te devlet eliyle, Maden Tetkik Arama Enstitiisii (MTA) kurulmustur (Resmi Gazete, 6.4.1926:
531-534; Atli, 2020:120; Atalay, 2003: 2; Yurtoglu, Cumhuriyet Doneminde, 2017: 149).

Bu donemde Trakya’daki petrol arama faaliyetlerine tekrar baslanmistir. MTA tarafindan tilkemizdeki
ilk petrol aramalar1 1935 yilinda Trakya’da yapilmigtir. 1935 yilinda ilk asamada Hoskdy civarinda
dort adet kuyu acilmistir. Ag¢ilan bu kuyularda petrol izlerine rastlanmasi lizerine 1936-1937 yillari
arasinda Miirefte civarinda dokuz adet daha kuyu acilmistir. A¢ilan kuyularin bazilarinda dogalgaz
akist olsa da siireklilik arz etmeyerek kisa bir zaman diliminde tamamen kesilmistir. Bunun yaninda
1938 yilinda Hayrabolu mevkiinde bulunan Kabahdyiik civarinda da bir sondaj ¢aligmasi daha
yapilmis ancak petrol veya gaz emarelerine rastlanmadigi i¢in ¢aligmalar sonlandirilmigtir. Sonug
olarak, MTA’nin 1947 yilina kadar, Miirefte ve ¢evresinde muhtelif yerlerde yapmis oldugu petrol ve
dogalgaz arama g¢alismalarinda 6nemli sayilabilecek bir rezerve rastlanmamistir. Acilan kuyularda
dogalgaz bulunmus olsa da gaz akis1 siireklilik arz etmediginden kuyular kapatilmistir (Uzkut,
1969:39; Yurtoglu, Cumhuriyet Déneminde, 2017: 149-160).

1. DEMOKRAT PARTi DONEMINDE TRAKYA’DAKi PETROL ARAMALARININ
EDIRNE VATANDAS GAZETESINE YANSIMALARI (1950-1960)

Demokrat Parti doneminde, 1926 yilinda ¢ikarilan Petrol Kanunu iizerinde degisiklige gidilmistir.
7.3.1954 tarihinde ¢ikarilan yeni Petrol Kanunu’yla birlikte petrol arama faaliyetlerinde de devlet¢i
politikalar yerine liberal politikalar benimsenmistir. Cikarilan Kanun’un 2. Maddesi’nde “Bu kanunun
maksadi, Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti petrol kaynaklarinin hususi tesebbiis eli ve yatirimlar ile siiratle,

fasilasiz ve verimli bir sekilde gelistirilip kiymetlendirilmesini saglamaktir” denilerek izlenecek olan
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politika acikea belirtilmistir. Bu baglamda yerli ve yabanci 6zel sermaye sahiplerine de petrol sahalari

acilmistir. (Vatandas, 9.3.1954: 1; Resmi Gazete, 16.3.1954: 879-907).

Mayis 1955°te ¢ikarilan Petrol Kanunu’nun bazi maddeleri revize edilmistir.? Tiirk Petrolleri Anonim

Ortaklig1 (TPAO) kurularak dnceki hiikiimet zamaninda kurulan MTA nin petrol arama konusundaki
yetkileri bu kuruma devredilmistir (Resmi Gazete, 21.5.1955: 979-990; Vatandas, 9.3.1954: 1; Atalay,
2003: 2).

DP doneminde 1951 yilinda kabul edilen Yabanci Sermaye Yatirimlarimi Tegvik Kanunuyla enerji
kaynaklar1 ve madenlerin isletilmesinde yabanci yatirimciya dnemli tesvikler saglanmistir. Buna
karsin hiikiimetin bekledigi ve arzuladig1 oranda yabanci yatirim gelmediginden 1954’te Yabanci
Sermaye Yatirimlarim1 Tesvik Kanunu’nda degisiklige gidilmistir. Boylece yerli yatirimciya saglanan
tiim hak ve muafiyetler yabanci yatirnmciya da taninmustir. Yine ayni yil liberallesmeye gidilen Petrol
Kanunu’yla birlikte yabanci yatirimcilarin ilgisi lilkemize yonelmeye baslamistir (Resmi Gazete,

9.8.1951: 902-904; Resmi Gazete, 23.01.1954: 88-91; Erogul, 1990: 62; Sener, 2005: 143).

Bakanliga, 187 adet petrol arama bolgesi i¢in 12 sirket bagvuru yapmistir. Bunlardan 11 tanesi yabanci
kaynakli sirket olurken; yalnizca 1 tanesi yerli kaynakli olmustur (Vatandas, 14.1.1956: 1). Edirne’de
yayn hayatini siirdiiren, Vatandas gazetesinde® dzellikle 1955-1960 yillar1 arasinda Trakya’daki petrol

arama calismalar1 ilgi ¢cekerek sdyle onemli bir yer edinmistir.

“Isletmeler Vekaletinden aldigimiz malumata gére memleketimizde Petrol Kanunu geregimce arama
ruhsatnamesi almak iizere 187 bolge icin miiracaatlar tamamen miispet olarak neticelenmis
bulunmaktadir. (...) Bu suretle Amerika, Ingiltere, Almanya ve Hollanda’dan diinyaca taninmis biiyiik

firmalar pek yakinda memleketimizde petrol arama faaliyetine gegeceklerdir...” (Vatandas, 14.1.1956:
1).

Yine Trakya’daki petrol arama faaliyetleriyle ilgili ilk haber Temmuz 1955°te Vatandas gazetesine su

sekilde yansimstir:

27.3.1954 tarihinde gikarilan Petrol Kanunu’nun 39 Maddesi iizerinde durularak muhtelif degisikliklere
gidilmistir (Resmi Gazete, 21.5.1955: 979).

3 Makalemizin ana kaynaklarindan olan Vatandas gazetesi, Edirne’de 1910 yilinda yaym hayatina adim atmistir.
(Onelgin, 1972: 20; Arslan, 2015: 24). Gazetenin bu tarihten sonra ne kadar yayin hayatina devam ettigi konusunda bir
bilgiye rastlanmamustir. Vatandas gazetesi 3 Kasim 1948 yilinda tekrar, Mustafa Kemal Ozer tarafindan yaymlanmaya
baslamustir. Ozer, gazetenin kurucusu olmasimin yaninda ayni1 zamanda imtiyaz sahipligini de iistlenmistir (Bagbakanlik
Cumbhuriyet Arsivi [BCA], 5.1.1951: 490.1.0.0/1319.380.3). Vatandas gazetesi 1948 yilindan bu yana Edirne’de yayin
hayatina devam etmektedir (Vatandas, 2022).
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“Istanbul Amerikan Parkson Sirketi’nin istirakiyle yapilacak Trakya’daki petrol aramalari igin
hazirliklar ilerlemektedir. 1 milyon dolarlik tesisat memleketimize getirilerek petrol arama mahalli

olan Liileburgaz’a sevk edilmistir...” (Vatandas, 29.7.1955: 1).

Eyliil 1956 yilina gelindiginde Edirne’nin ipsala Ilgesine bagl Turpgular kdyii civarinda, Mayis 1958
yilinda ise yine Edirne’nin Uzunkoprii ilgesinde Alman Deilman petrol arama sirketi tarafindan petrol
bulundugu duyurulmustur (Vatandas, 18.9.1956: 1; Vatandas, 29.9.1956: 1; Vatandas, 14.5.1958: 1).
2 Ocak 1957 tarihli Yeni Sabah gazetesi “Trakya’da Zengin Petrol Bulundu” mansetiyle ¢ikarak yerel
basini dogrulamistir. Ulusal basina paralel olarak, Ocak 1957°deki Trakya’daki sondaj faaliyetlerinin

1yi sonug verdigi haberi yerel basinda da su sekilde yer bulmustur:

“Amerika’nin biiyiik petrol sirketlerinden biri olan Husky Oil Campany Trakya’da petrol aramalarina
baslamistir. Verilen malumata nazaran diinya capinda muhtelif miitehassislarin tetkikleri neticesinde
Trakya’da fazla miktarda petrol bulundugu tespit edilmistir. Kuyular acildiktan sonra ilk bes sene
zarfinda cikarilacak petroliin (...) Tirkiye’nin ihtiyacim1 karsilayacagi tahmin olunmaktadir...”

(Vatandasg, 11.1.1957: 1; Yeni Sabah, 1957:1).

1957 yilinin Subat ayma gelindiginde, Liileburgaz’a bagli Ceylankdy mevkiinde Amerikan sirketi
tarafindan; ayni yilin Nisan ayinda ise Kirklareli’nde Amerika, Hollanda ve Danimarka ortaklig1 bir
sirket tarafindan petrol bulunarak sondaj calismalarina baslanmistir (Vatandas, 16.2.1957: 1;
Vatandas, 17.4.1957: 1).

1957 yilimin Nisan ayima kadar Vatandas gazetesinde petrol haberleri yayinlanmamistir. Bununla
birlikte 25 Nisan 1957 tarihli gazete “Trakya’da 100 Sene Yetebilecek Miktarda Petrol Damari

Bulundu” seklinde carpict bir mansetle ¢ikmistir. Haberin devamu ise su sekilde olmustur:

“Bir Miiddetten beri Trakya’da yapilan ihzari petrol aramalar1 miispet bir sekilde neticelenmistir. Bu
sahada tetkikler yapan jeologlarin verdikleri raporlarda Tekirdag, Kirklareli, Edirne ve Babaeski
mintikalari iizerinde durulmakta ve bu mintikalarda bol miktarda yiiksek randumanli petrol bulunmasi

icap ettigi bildirilmektedir...” (Vatandas, 25.4.1957: 1).

1958 yiliin subat ayina gelindiginde Esso Sirketi tarafindan Hayrabolu’ya bagli Karapiir¢ek koytii ve
Liileburgaz’da sondaj calismalar1 yiriitiiliirken ayni1 zamanda sirketi, Babaeski’ye a¢mis oldugu
kuyulardan ikisinde petrol bulmustur. Ingiltere-Hollanda ortak girisimi olan Duch-Shell Sirketi de
Babaeski ve Liileburgaz’da arama ve sondaj faaliyetleri yiirtitmiistiir. Nihayetinde bu sirket tarafindan
1958 yilinin Mayis ayinda Babaeski Terzili kuyusunda 2700 metrede petrol bulunmustur (Vatandas,
24.2.1958: 1; Vatandas, 26.2.1958: 1; Vatandas, 31.5.1958: 1). Babaeski’de yapilan g¢alismalar

Vatandas gazetesine su sekilde yansimistir:
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“Kazamiz bolgesinde petrol sondajlar1 yapmakta olan ‘Royal Duch Shell” grubu tarafindan evvelki
giin yapilan ¢alismalar1 esnasinda ‘Babaeski Terzili 1° kuyusundan 2700 metre derinlikten birden
petrol figkirmistir. Civar halki biiyiik bir memnuniyet i¢indedirler. Daha derinlere inildiginde petroliin

daha da artacagi tahmin olunmaktadir.” (Vatandas, 31.5.1958: 1).

Mayis 1959°da Uzunkdprii, Kesan mevkiinde sondaj faaliyeti yiiriiten Alman Deilman Sirketi, Kesan
Altintas mevkiindeki “Maltepe 1” kuyusunda petrol bulmayi basarmistir. Haber giliniin Vatandas
gazetesine “Altintasta Maltepe 1 Petrol Kuyusunda Petrol Figkird1” basligiyla yansimistir (Vatandas,
15.9.1959: 1). Kasim 1959’da da Miirefte’de “Miirefte 1” kuyusunda petrol bulunmustur. Haber
“’Miirefte 1’ Kuyusunda Gece Petrol Figkird1” mansetiyle Vatandas gazetesine yansimistir. (Vatandas,
9.11.1959: 1).

1934-1954 yillar arasinda iilke genelinde 76 adet petrol kuyusu agilarak 95.881 ton petrol iiretilmistir
(Atalay, 2003: 2). Buna karsin Demokrat Parti doneminde, Trakya’da petrol arama ruhsati almis olan
5 sirket tarafindan binin {izerinde kuyu a¢ilmis ancak acgilan bu kuyular petrolsiiz denilerek

betonlanmak suretiyle kapatilmistir (Yurtoglu, Demokrat Parti, 2017: 136-164).

Trakya’da Osmanli doneminden Demokrat Parti donemi sonuna kadar, yabanci sirketlerce verimsizlik
gerekeesiyle kapatilan kuyulardan halen ¢evresinde bulunan tarim arazilerine petrol sizmaktadir. Bu
durum mubhtelif zamanlarda yapilan haberlerle yerel ve ulusal basinda da yanki bulmaktadir (Kesan

Postasi, 2022; Tiirkiye, 2022; Sozcii, 2022).

Bu baglamda Trakya Osmanli Devleti doneminden giliniimiize petrol ve dogalgaz aramalari konusunda
ilgi odagi olmaya devam etmektedir. Bu ¢ergevede jeoloji ve jeofizik calismalari devam etmekte olup;

6 adet arama ruhsati bagvurusu yapilmistir* (Tiirkiye Petrolleri, 2022).

SONUC
Sanayi devrimiyle birlikte petrole olan ihtiya¢ giderek artmistir. Osmanli Devleti de bu duruma

kayitsiz kalmamis ve petrol arama faaliyetlerinde bulunacak sirketlere petrol arama izinleri vermistir.

Makalemizin konusunu teskil eden Trakya’da petrol arama faaliyetlerinin ilk olarak 1892 yilinda
Tekirdag cevresinde basladigi bilinmektedir. Donemin kisitli imkanlar1 karsisinda petrol varligin
gosteren emareler bulunmus, ancak gerek bu donemde ¢ikan azinlik isyanlar1 gerekse Balkan Savaslar
ve Birinci Diinya Savasi’nin patlak vermesiyle dnemli bir sonug elde edilememistir. Bununla birlikte

bu donemde Trakya’da yapilan arama faaliyetleri gelecek igin iimit vadetmistir. Bu baglamda

4 Kuzey Trakya’da, 6 adet arama ruhsat1 icin basvuru yapilmistir. Orta Trakya’da Yulafli-6, Karacali-12, Fidanlik-
10 ve 11 kuyular1 gaz emareli kuyu olarak bildirilmistir. Dogu Trakya’da ise Batt Degirmenkdy-1 kuyusu sondaj1 yapilarak,
degerlendirme caligmalarina devam etmektedir. Bat1 Degirmenkdy-2 kuyusunda ise son derinlige ulasilmis olup arama
faaliyetleri devam etmektedir (Tiirkiye Petrolleri, 2022).
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Cumhuriyet donemine gelindiginde de petrol arama faaliyetleri i¢in Trakya ilgi odagi olmaya devam

etmistir.

Cumhuriyet doneminde ¢ikarilan Petrol Kanunu geregi 1950’11 yillara kadar petrol arama faaliyetleri
devlet eliyle gerceklestirilmigtir. Bu durum arama faaliyetlerinin daha hizli ve etkin yapilmasinin
Oniine ge¢mistir. Bununla birlikte Maden Tetkik Arama Enstitlistince Osmanli Devleti doneminde
oldugu gibi Tekirdag ¢cevresinde bulunan beldelerde arama yapilmistir. Petrol ve dogalgaz emarelerine

rastlanmasina karsin 6nceki donemde oldugu gibi olumlu bir sonug elde edilememistir.

1950 yilinda Demokrat Parti’nin iktidara gelmesiyle birlikte ¢ikarilan yeni Petrol Kanunu’yla arama
faaliyetlerinde liberallesmeye gidilmistir. Boylece arama faaliyetlerinin daha hizli ve araliksiz devam

ettirilmesi amaglanmustir.

Onceki donemlerde alman olumsuz sonuglar karsisinda Trakya’daki arama faaliyetlerinden
vazgecilememistir. Bu donemde de birgok yabanci sirket Trakya’nin gesitli bolgelerinde arama
faaliyetleri slirdiirmiistiir. Yapilan c¢aligmalar neticesinde olasi bir rezerv bulusu, bolge ve iilke
ekonomisi i¢in biiylik 6neme sahip oldugundan arama faaliyetleri Vatandas gazetesince yakindan takip
edilmistir. Bulunan rezervler de mansetlerden okuyuculara duyurulmustur. Ozellikle Demokrat
Parti’nin ikinci se¢im donemine denk gelen yillardaki ekonomik buhran, bulunacak petrol ve dogalgaz
rezervleriyle lilkemiz acisindan tersine ¢evrilebilir ve fosil enerji kaynaklarinda dis1 bagimlilik sona
erdirilebilirdi. Bu donemde petrol ve dogalgaz aramalar1 ve yabanci sermayeli sirketlerin arama
faaliyetleri i¢in olusturulan yasal zemine kargin hiikiimetin ve halkin beklentileri bosa ¢cikmistir. Basina
yansiyan tiim olumlu haberler karsisinda petrol fiskirdig1 duyurulan kuyular verimsizlik gerekgesiyle

teker teker kapatilmistir.

Osmanli doneminden makalemizin smirlarini teskil eden Demokrat Parti donemi sonuna kadar
Trakya’da siirdiiriilen arama faaliyetleri sonucunda acilan dogalgaz ve petrol kuyularinin verimsizlik
gerekgesiyle kapatilmasina karsin; kapatilan kuyulardan aradan gegen uzun siireye ragmen halen petrol
sizintist olmaktadir. Bu durum boélge halki tarafindan basin kuruluglari araciligiyla kamuoyuna
aktarilmaktadir. Bununla birlikte Osmanli Devleti doneminden baslayarak giiniimiize degin halen
petrol ve gaz aramalar1 konusunda Trakya ve c¢evresinin ilgi odagi olmasi bdlgenin petrol ve gaz
rezervlerine sahip oldugunu diisiindiirmektedir. Olas1 bir rezerv kesfi bolge ve iilke ekonomisine

olumlu katki saglayacak olup; bolge halki i¢in de yeni is firsatlar1 sunacaktir.
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The Reflections of Oil Search in Thrace in The Period of The Demokrat Parti in The Edirne
"Vatandas" Newspaper (1950-1960 )

EXTENDED SUMMARY

The history of oil exploration activities in the Thrace region dates back to the pre-Republican period.
Firstly, Cavit Bey aimed to carry out oil exploration activities around Miirefte and Sarkdy in 1892. For
this, he established a company jointly with a Greek from the region and an Armenian named Seferyan,
who only had a drilling tool suitable for drilling water wells, within the means. However, this company

was closed because it could not get any results from the wells drilled for oil.

In 1897, the oil extraction permission of a 1360-hectare land around Tekirdag Ganos was given to
Halil Rifat Pasha with an edict. Wells were drilled near Ganos by bringing workers and masters from
Romania for oil exploration activities. However, since oil and gas that can be considered important

were not found, the wells were closed without operating.

According to the mining laws of the Ottoman Empire, foreign country citizens were not given
privileges in mineral exploration. However, foreign nationals could become partners with local
companies that received mining concessions. In the region where Halil Rifat Pasha had a concession,
in 1899, European Petroleum Company had a geologist named Adyasevic brought from London to
have the region surveyed. In 1900, up to 2 tons of oil per day was found at 92.5 meters in a shallow
drilling well drilled in Hora creek in Tekirdag Hoskdy. 47 tons of oil was obtained from this well until
1901. The total amount of wells drilled by the European Petroleum Company until 1906 was not found
in the sources we examined. In addition, the company has drilled various wells in Hora, Miirefte and
Sarkoy fields, which can be considered deep according to the period. In well number 10 drilled in
Miirefte, a small amount of oil was found at 31 meters and some gas at 67 meters. However, the well
was closed because it was found to be inefficient. In the well no. 9, which started to be worked on in
1903, even though it was descended to a depth of 350 meters, oil or gas could not be reached. In the
well numbered 11, which was opened in 1904, it was reduced to 443 meters, but it was closed in 1904
on the grounds that there was no efficiency.

Halil Rifat Pasha transferred the search rights in the area allocated to him before the First World War
to an entrepreneur named Stanislas Mihalki from Austria. A geologist sent by Standard Oil Company
in 1914 made a geological study of Miirefte, Hoskdy, Hora Stream. Also in 1914, the oil exploration
license of the region near Miirefte was made by the Ministry of Forestry and Mines in the name of L.

Thomas. However, with the start of the First World War, the work was stopped.
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With the proclamation of the Republic, it was adopted to investigate the oil resources within the
borders of Turkey by the state. For this purpose, with the Petroleum Law No. 792 adopted on March
24,1926, the right to explore and operate all petroleum within the borders of the Republic of Turkey
was given to the state. However, according to Article 2 of the Petroleum Law, the government could
exercise this right by the government itself, as well as by companies it would establish or individuals
it would assign. In this context, Mineral Research and Exploration Institute (MTA) was established by
the state in 1935.

In this period, oil exploration activities in Thrace were resumed. The first oil explorations in our
country by MTA were carried out in Thrace in 1935. In the first stage, four wells were drilled around
Hoskdy. Upon finding traces of oil in these wells, nine more wells were drilled around Miirefte
between 1936 and 1937. Although there is natural gas flow in some of the wells drilled, it did not show
continuity and was completely cut off in a short period of time. In addition, another drilling operation
was carried out in the vicinity of Kabahdyiik in Hayrabolu in 1938, but the works were terminated
because no traces of oil or gas were found. As a result, no significant reserves were found in the oil
and natural gas exploration works carried out by MTA in various places in Miirefte and its environs
until 1947. Although natural gas was found in the drilled wells, the wells were closed because the gas

flow was not continuous.

In the Democratic Party period, the Petroleum Law, which was enacted in 1926, was amended. With
the new Petroleum Law enacted in 1954, liberal policies were adopted instead of statist policies in oil
exploration activities. In Article 2 of the Law enacted, the policy to be followed is clearly stated by
saying, “The purpose of this law is to ensure that the petroleum resources of the Republic of Turkey
are developed and valorised quickly, uninterruptedly and efficiently with the hands of private
enterprises and investments”. In this context, oil fields were opened to domestic and foreign private

capital owners.

In 1955, some articles of the Petroleum Law were revised. Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO)

was established. The powers of MTA on oil exploration have been transferred to TPAO.

During this period, 12 companies applied to the Ministry for 187 oil exploration regions. While 11 of
them are foreign-sourced companies; only one of them was of domestic origin. Petroleum exploration
activities in Thrace, especially between 1955 and 1960, attracted attention and gained an important
place in the Vatandas newspaper, which continued its publication life in Edirne. With the news in this

newspaper at various times, the public was informed about oil exploration.
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In September 1956, it was announced by the German Deilman oil exploration company that oil was
found around the Turpgular village of Edirne's Ipsala District, and in May 1958, again in Edirne's
Uzunkoprii district. Yeni Sabah newspaper dated 2 January 1957 confirmed the local press with the
headline "Rich Oil Found in Thrace". Parallel to the national press, the news that the drilling activities

in Thrace in January 1957 gave good results was also included in the local press.

By February 1957, by the American company in Ceylankdy, Liilleburgaz; In April of the same year,
oil was found in Kirklareli by a company, which is a partnership of the USA, Netherlands and
Denmark, and drilling works were started.

Oil news was not published in the Vatandas newspaper until April 1957. However, the newspaper
dated April 25, 1957 appeared with a striking headline: "Oil Vessels Found in Thrace to Sufficient 100
Years".

In February 1958, while drilling works were carried out by Esso Company in Karapiirgek village of
Hayrabolu and Liileburgaz, at the same time, the company found oil in two of the wells drilled in
Babaeski. Duch-Shell Company, a joint venture between England and the Netherlands, also carried
out exploration and drilling activities in Babaeski and Liileburgaz. Ultimately, oil was found in

Babaeski Terzili well at 2700 meters in May 1958 by this company.

In May 1959, the German Deilman Company, carrying out drilling activities in Uzunkoprii, Kesan
region, succeeded in finding oil in the "Maltepe 1" well in Kesan Altintas location. The news was
reflected in the daily Vatandas newspaper with the headline “Oil Splashed in Maltepe 1 Oil Well in
Altintas”. In November 1959, oil was found in the "Murefte 1" well in Miirefte. The news was reflected

in the Vatandas newspaper with the headline "Oil Splashed at Night in the Well of Miirefte 1".

Between 1934-1954, 76 oil wells were drilled across the country and 95,881 tons of oil was produced.
On the other hand, during the Democratic Party period, more than a thousand wells were drilled by 5
companies that had oil exploration licenses in Thrace, but these wells were closed by being concreted

as oil-free.

From the Ottoman period to the end of the Democrat Party era in Thrace, oil still leaks to the
agricultural lands around it from the wells that were closed due to inefficiency by foreign companies.

This situation is echoed in the local and national press with the news made at various times.

In this context, the Thrace Region has continued to be the focus of interest in oil and natural gas
exploration since the Ottoman Empire period. In this context, geology and geophysics research

continues; 6 petroleum exploration license applications were made.
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