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Oz
Bu arastirma, Arap edebiyatt kiiltiirel mirasinda

“tekazibu’l-a‘rab (bedevi Arap mitolojisi)” ad1 ile taninip
bilinen, ilgin¢ bir anlatim modeli ile ilgilidir. Bu anlatim
tarzi ¢ok sayida Arap edebiyati eseri igerisinde
derlenmesine ragmen sdzel temelleri bozulmamis eski bir
nesir sanatidir. Eserlerde ¢esitli bagliklar altinda dagilim
gosteren bu sanat, insan topluluklar igerisinde iizerinde
antlasmaya varilmis olan dogruluk ve ahlaki didaktik
oOlgtitlerden soyutlanarak, onun sanatsal degerini hakkryla
takdir edecek kisileri beklemektedir. el-Miiberred’in
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el-Kamil fi'I-liiga ve ’I-edeb adli kitab1 disinda Arap elestirel galismalari, eski kiiltiirel miras kitaplarinda
derlenmis olan bu ifade bigimine iltifat etmemistir. Bu Kitap, igindeki “tekazibu’l-a‘rab (bedevi Arap
mitolojisi)” adli boliimii ile birgcok arastirmacinin ilgisini ¢ekmis olan tek kitaptir. Bu aragtirmacilarin
basinda Abdullah el-GazzamT gelmektedir. Belki de el-Gazzami bu kitabi, sonraki Arapca derlemelerde
korunan haberlerin, kendisinden fiirilara (dallara) ayrildig: asil olarak telakki etmistir. Bahsi gecen
derlemelerde anlatilanlar, ilgili kitapta anlatilanlarin ufak tefek eklentiler yapilmig bir tekrari
niteligindedir. Arastirma, yiiz yize ifade temeline dayanan bu mitolojik dykilerin -az olmalar ile
birlikte- elestirmen Abdullah el-Gazzami nin bakis agisina gore cergevesi ¢izilen edebi tiir kavramlarin
ve standartlarini ihlal ettigini ortaya koyacak ve bunu kisa 6ykiilerden alinan drneklerin karsilagtirilmasi
yoluyla yapacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tekazibu’l-a‘rab, edebi tiir, Abdullah el-Gazzami, Hikayetu Sehhara.

Abstract

This research is about an interesting expression type known as “takadhib al-a‘rab (Bedouin
Arabs’exchange of lies)” in the cultural heritage of Arabic literature. It is an ancient art of prose whose
verbal foundations have not been destroyed, although it has been compiled into numerous works of
Arabic literature. This art has been spread under various titles in the works, far from the concept of
honesty and the standards of the moral system agreed upon in human societies, waiting for those who
will appreciate its artistic value properly. Except for al-Mubarrad's book el-Kamil fi'l-luga wa al-adab,
Arab critical studies did not pay attention to this form of expression compiled in ancient cultural
heritage books. It is the only book that has attracted the attention of more than one researcher, with the
section called "takadhib al-a‘rab (Bedouin Arabs’exchange of lies)" in it. Abdullah al-Ghadham is one
of the leadings of these researchers. Perhaps he considered this book as the original of the news (reports)
preserved in the subsequent Arabic works, and were separated from it into fiirQ (branches). What is told
in the latter works is a repetition of what was told in that book, with minor additions made. The research
will prove that these narrations, standing on the basis of face-to-face expression - although they are
scarce - oppose the concepts, standards and frameworks of literary genre from the point of view of the
critic Abdullah al-Ghadhami, and will do this by comparing the examples from these short stories.

Keywords: Bedouin Arabs’ exchange of lies, literary genre, Abdullah Al-Ghadhami, Hikayat Sahhara.

Extended Abstract

This research is about an interesting expression type known as “takadhib al-a‘rab
(Bedouin Arabs’exchange of lies)” in the cultural heritage of Arabic literature. It is
an ancient art of prose whose verbal foundations have not been destroyed, although
it has been compiled into numerous works of Arabic literature. This art has been
spread under various titles in the works, far from the concept of honesty and the
standards of the moral system agreed upon in human societies, waiting for those who
will appreciate its artistic value properly.

The explanation of this art will be made by following the meaning of the concept
within its linguistic dimension and then within its terminological dimension and
likewise by discussing some issues that have been brightly illuminated in the critical
work of Abdullah Al-Ghadhami, who endeavored to transform the concept of
"takadhib al-a‘rab (Bedouin Arabs’exchange of lies)" into a literary genre that has a
specific nature. In order to understand the contents of the boundaries drawn by
Abdullah al-Ghadami for "takadhib al-a‘rab (Bedouin Arabs’exchange of lies)", it is
necessary to explain the meaning of the concept of "literary genre". Again, the
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strangeness of the artistic structure of this tekazib/lies, the semantic interestingness
of its intention, which consoled the Bedouin Arabs against the sadness and gloom of
their environment and made them forget the hardships of life, will also be examined.

It will emerge that it is not possible for a healthy logic to accept that this art is
restricted to only one social environment because it meets a human need such as
shaping the impossible, imagining the disappearing, and realizing the unrealized. It
seems that the attitude of the critic Abdullah al-Ghadhami is exaggerated. He
imagines that such stories abound in Arab cultural heritage, but in reality they are
not numerous.

Many of Abdullah al-Ghadhami's views will be discussed through various issues
that show that the concept of "Takadhib al-a‘rab (Bedouin Arabs’exchange of lies)"
cannot be regarded as a literary genre. Some of the issues mentioned are: the scarcity
of “takadhib al-a‘rab (Bedouin Arabs’ exchange of lies)” stories, citing poetic lies,
and the cultural systems of literature of prose lies.

It is hoped that the increase in the efforts to explain this proposed literary genre
will enable a better understanding of its weakness and show the invalidity of such an
assumption. The borders surrounding it are not common except in the stories of the
Bedouin Arabs. These limits take the stories apart from the others and exclude them
from this proposed literary genre. Perhaps the most important of all that comes
within this approach is that lying is a general human issue. It is an act of realizing
the desires and expectations of the human essence by closing the eyes against the
time and place it is in. This is the truth, if not through reality, then at least through
linguistic activity.

These structures of expression are among the confusing, problematic and
ambiguous literary genres, as they are very rare, their meaning is hidden, they can
have various different meanings, and their meanings are mixed with strange and
superstitious meanings.

This research will conclude that the concept of "takadhib al-a‘rab (Bedouin
Arabs’ exchange of lies)" is a verbal improvisational art between more than one side
that agreed on its extreme meanings and exaggeration in its goals.

Abdullah al-Ghadhami continues to identify the characteristics of this imaginary
genre and tries to rely on the views of former linguists and critics at the point of
attributing the meaning of "speaking nice words" to "lie". These views support poetic
lies and the idea that poetry's strength is in lying and its weakness is in telling the
truth. Although Abdullah al-Ghadhami tried to strengthen his critical position by
presenting poetic examples, he weakened his position by making methodological
violations. His method departs from an obscure form of prose, and his lies are carried
over to another familiar poetic. Critics and rhetoricians have dwelled on his lies.

161



Tekazibu'l-A'rab (Bedevilerin Yalan Soyleme diiellosu) .../ ...3s) 8 ;2a¥) uiall s (il 4o Y1 (il

The concept of literary genre is a matter of classification which exercises its
control over creative texts in order to describe the characteristics of these texts that
are unique to them and distinguishes between them according to certain standards
that are present in some groups and not in others. Likewise, it is necessary to make
a distinction between the term "takadhib (lying to one another)" and the term
"akadhib (lies)".

The research will prove that these narrations, standing on the basis of face-to-face
expression -although they are scarce- oppose the concepts, standards and
frameworks of literary genre from the point of view of the critic Abdullah al-
Ghadhami, and will do this by comparing the examples from these short stories.
Being limited to only al-Mubarrad in terms of getting to the roots of this art leads to
presenting an incomplete view on this subject. The reliable materials of Raghib al-
Isfahani, al-Suyuti, and other scholars are also available to expand the scope of
research on this verbal art.

As can be seen, it is not possible for the concept of "takadhib al-a‘rab (Bedouin
Arabs’ exchange of lies)" to be tied to a genre in accordance with characteristic
standards and accepted formal foundations, especially when it comes to texts in
which poetic and prose styles intersect. The elements suggested by Abdullah al-
Ghadhamt are not compatible with most of the stories that al-Mubarrad mentioned
in the chapter called "takadhib al-a‘rab (Bedouin Arabs’ exchange of lies)", which
he wrote in addition to the poems.

The research will conclude that without a type there is no text that can be framed
and explain its structure and purpose. One of the difficulties encountered along the
way is that the history of literary genres cannot be traced unless you have read a large
number of texts with certain qualities, some of which must remain as they are, and
some may have changed. This is only possible through clear rules that define the
exact boundaries of the agreed-upon texts, that include them within the scope of a
particular literary genre, and that hold the authors responsible for the specific
conditions of that genre. This aforementioned issue did not take place in the chapter
of al-Mubarrad called “Takadhib al-a‘rab (Bedouin Arabs’ exchange of lies)”.
Maybe it can be realized if a fully adequate study and research on all of the tekazib
(the stories of Bedouin Arabs’ exchange of lies) is done and encouraged scholars to
follow them where they are supposed to be, in the works belonging to the heritage
of Arabic literature.

The idea that it is possible to look at the literature of tekazib (the stories of
Bedouin Arabs’ exchange of lies) as a type of reciprocal address that rises above an
active imagination and a large capacity can be added to al-Ghadhamt's vision. This
capacity tries to realize the impossible by connecting things in a way that can only
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be realized in the imaginary world, starting from mental images. Its logic is also
unique. It's the logic of pretty lies that distract people from reality. Thus it is
surrounded by another false world but that world is more amazing, more captivating,
and more imaginative. It is possible to accept it as one of the branches of miraculous
literature (literature of oddness and quirks).
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