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Abstract 

Food waste is one of the leading problems that concern the whole world. The waste of food products 

supplied for consumption emerges as consumer behavior. Today, these agricultural issues, handled 

in the focus of consumers who have lost their ties with agriculture and agricultural issues, have been 

attracting attention by increasing recently both in our country and the world. In this context, food 

waste caused by consumption, environmental problems, or depletion of natural resources and similar 

agriculture-related issues are discussed within the scope of the agricultural communications 

discipline, the developing field of social sciences. In this study, the exhibition of food waste as 

photographs, a global exhibition project carried out by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

UN (FAO) in collaboration with Austrian photographer Klaus Pichler. This study reveals food waste's 
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dimensions, causes, and consequences by describing the photographs used as a communication tool. 

In this respect, the photographs, which are examined through the approach of Roland Barthes, the 

significant contributor of semiotics, and exhibiting food waste, are analyzed with the concepts of 

denotation and connotation. In addition, it aims at a semantic analysis of the photographs, which are 

intended to have a visual impact on the consumer through a visual language, claiming that they serve 

as an example of an indicator of agricultural literacy and agricultural advocacy studies. It is thought 

that examining food waste photographs will contribute to the field combining agriculture and 

communication. 

Keywords: Consumer behavior, food waste, agricultural communications, photography, semiotics 
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