
report in the sport officials’ magazine Referee described the legal
case of Charles Taylor; a youth basketball coach who was suspended
five years for beating a referee in 1995. Coach Taylor assaulted ref-

eree Charles Murray, knocking him unconscious. Murray who lost three
teeth and had 26 stitches, was then hit with a metal chair by a 12 years old
player, causing a broken ankle. Coach Taylor found guilty for an assault
charge, was denied probation and was sentenced to five years in prison.
Such stories seem more common but there has been very little formal rese-
arch about assaults on sport officials.1

Historical evidence shows that violence has been a common problem
in sport for centuries, though little empirical research has been conducted
on violence and assault within sport communities. After the mid-18th cen-
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Analysis of Assaults on
Basketball Referees in Turkey:

Scientific Letter

AABBSS  TTRRAACCTT  The pur po se of this study was to de ter mi ne the ra te and ex tent of as sa ults aga inst sport
of fi ci als at all le vels. A to tal of 461 bas ket ball re fe re es par ti ci pa ted in this sur vey and 19.5% (n= 90)
of the participants we re fe ma le and 80.5% (n= 371) we re ma le. Forty one per cent of re fe re es re por -
ted be ing as sa ul ted physi cally or ver bally. In terms of the types of as sa ults, 31.4% we re ver bal, 2.6%
we re physi cal and 7.3% we re both ver bal-physi cal. Pla yers and co ac hes to get her we re the hig hest
gro up who as sa ul ted re fe re es (54.4% of all as sa ults). “Lo sing ambition and get ting up se t” was the
most com mon re a son for as sa ult (58.0%). Ap pro xi ma tely, 81 per cent (81.3%) of the as sa ults oc cur -
red du ring the ga me. Fifty-fo ur an per cent of the as sa i lants re ce i ved no pu nish ment. 

KKeeyy  WWoorrddss::  Bas ket ball, re fe re e, as sa ult, sport vi o len ce

ÖÖZZEETT  Bu araş tır ma nın ama cı, Tür ki ye'de tüm dü zey ler de ha kem le re kar şı ya pı lan kar şı laş tık la rı sal -
dı rı la rı be lir le mek ti. Araş tır ma ya %19.5'i (n= 90) ba yan %80.5'i (n= 371) er kek top lam 461 basketbol
ha kemi ka tıl mış tır. Ha kem le rin %41'i fi zik sel ve ya söz lü ola rak sal dır ya uğ ra dık la rı nı be lirt miş ler -
dir. Ya pı lan sal dı rı la rın %31.4'ü söz lü, %2.6'sı fi zik sel ve %7.3'ü söz lü ve fi zik sel ola rak tes pit edil -
miş tir. Ha kem le re sal dı rı da bu lu nan lar ara sın da %54.4'lük yüz de ile oyun cu lar ve an tre nör ler ilk
sı ra da gel mek te dir. Ya pı lan sal dı rı la rın ne de ni ola rak ilk sı ra da %58 ile kay bet me hır sı ve üzün tü -
sü gel mek te dir. Ha kem le re ya pı lan sal dı rı la rın ya kla şık %81'i (%81.3) oyun sı ra sın da ya pıl mak ta -
dır. Sal dı ran ki şi le rin %54'ü sal dı rı so nu cun da her han gi bir ce za al mış tır. 

AAnnaahh  ttaarr  KKee  llii  mmee  lleerr:: Bas ket bol, ha kem, sal dı rı, spor da şid det
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tury, in ci den ce ra tes of sport re la ted vi o len ce in-
cre a sed. Most of the in ci dents oc cur red du ring spe-
ci fic sport events and at or ne ar the com pe ti ti ve
en vi ron ments.2

In the 21st cen tury, sport and vi o len ce has be-
co me both re le vant and a re la ted phe no me na. Spe -
ci fi cally, in bas ket ball and es pe ci ally on re fe re es
the re are many as sa ults ap pe a ring in Tur key. It was
re cently fo und that 235 ca ses of as sa ult on re fe re es
oc cur red bet we en 2002-2004 bas ket ball se a sons.
Re sults of a sur vey of 782 ba se ball and soft ball um-
pi res by Ra i ney (1994) fo und 11% of the um pi res
had be en as sa ul ted at so me ti me in the ir ca re ers.
Ne arly half of the as sa ults we re con si de red se ri o us
be ca u se they in vol ved such be ha vi ors as punc hing,
cho king, or hit ting with a bat or ball. Co ac hes we -
re the most com mon as sa i lants in ba se ball com pe -
ti ti on, but pla yers we re the most com mon
as sa i lants in soft ball com pe ti ti on.

On the ot her hand it is well do cu men ted that
vi o len ce is to le ra ted in many forms in sport. It sho -
uld not be sur pri sing that as sa ults on sport of fi ci als
are so me ti mes to le ra ted. For examp le, Smith (1986)
has po in ted out that hoc key pla yers and co ac hes
be li e ve figh ting is a le gi ti ma te part of the ir sport,
des pi te the fact that figh ting is pro hi bi ted by the
ru les. Even off-the-fi eld vi o len ce has so me ti mes
be en to le ra ted. Law ren ce Phil lips, at one ti me a
He is man trophy can di da te, was sus pen ded from
the Uni ver sity of Neb ras ka fo ot ball te am for six ga -
mes be ca u se he as sa ul ted his girl fri end. Ho we ver,
Phi lips was al lo wed to re turn to the te am, hel ping
them win the na ti o nal cham pi ons hip, and so me ob-
ser vers be li e ve his co ach at temp ted to inf lu en ce the
le gal pro ce e dings re la ted to his as sa ult. Thus, to le -
ran ce for as sa ult on sport of fi ci als may be re la ted
to a ge ne ral to le ran ce for vi o len ce in sport. 

In ad di ti on, the re are so me spe ci fic fac tors that
may be re la ted to vi o len ce and as sa ult aga inst sport
of fi ci als. The re is a tra di ti on in the Uni ted Sta tes,
da ting back to 19th cen tury ba se ball, of vi e wing
sport of fi ci als as vil la ins. Um pi res and re fe re es ha -
ve his to ri cally be en sca pe go at by pla yers, co ac hes
and fans.3 The ti me-ho no red call to “Kill the um p”
ref lects an at ti tu de on the part of so me par ti ci pants

that at tac king the of fi ci al is an ac cep tab le so lu ti on
when the ir te am lo sing. It is easy to find such a tra-
di ti on in ot her cul tu res. For examp le, fo ot ball of fi -
ci als in Italy of ten fe ar for the ir li ves from fan
at tacks af ter con tro ver si al matc hes in the Pre mi er
Le a gu e.

Clo sely alig ned with this tra di ti on, the re may
be in di vi du als who think that is ac cep tab le to as sa -
ult an of fi ci al if they be li e ve the of fi ci al is par ti al
to wards or “in the poc ke t” of the op po sing te am.
We in berg and Go uld (1995) iden ti fi ed fac tors they
lis ted was that vi o len ce can oc cur when par ti ci -
pants “per ce i ve un fa ir of fi ci a tin g”. When sport par-
ti ci pant be li e ve an of fi ci al has be ha ved un fa irly,
they may re a son that the of fi ci al de ser ve to be pu -
nis hed and per ce i ve that they are dis pen sing jus ti -
ce. 

Fi nally anot her re a son why so me sport aut ho -
ri ti es over lo ok at tacks on of fi ci als is that they may
be re luc tant to ru in the ca re ers of pla yer and co ac -
hes. This is es pe ci ally li kely if they be li e ve the pla -
yer or co ach ac ted in the he at of com pe ti ti on and
that the vi o lent be ha vi or was out of cha rac ter. This
re luc tan ce may be re la ted to the at ti tu de that the
ga me is re ally for pla yers, co ac hes, and fans and
that of fi ci als play a less me a ning ful ro le.

The is su e of as sa ult aga inst sport of fi ci als has
not be en sci en ti fi cally exa mi ned in any sport in
Tur key. The re fo re, it was very im por tant to des -
cri be the si tu a ti on and we be li e ve that it will be
use ful for the all type of sport of fi ci a ting and fu tu -
re re se arch on this sport vi o len ce.

The pur po se of this study was to analy ze the
ex tent and na tu re of as sa ults aga inst ma le and fe-
ma le bas ket ball re fe re es in Tur key.

RE SE ARCH MET HODS

INS TRU MEN TA TI ON 

The re se arch was ma de by gat he ring the ne ces sary
da ta using a sur vey tech ni qu e. The sur vey was for -
med by 25 qu es ti ons. The first gro up of items had
ten qu es ti ons to iden tify the de mog rap hic qu a li ti -
es inc lu ding age, gen der and num ber of ye ars re fe -
re e ing. The se cond gro up of items had 15 qu es ti ons
to de fi ne as sa ult si tu a ti on. The cri ti cal item for this
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study as ked res pon dent to mark “ye s” or “no ” to the
qu es ti on, “Ha ve yo u ever be en physi cally or ver-
bally as sa ul ted whi le re fe re e ing?” Res pon dents
who mar ked “ye s” we re then di rec ted to ans wer 6
fol low-up qu es ti ons. The se qu es ti ons as ked res -
pon dents to iden tify the as sa i lant (pla yer, co ach,
fan, te am ma na ger, etc.), and to iden tify what the
re a son for as sa ult was and when the as sa ult oc cur -
red. Al so qu es ti ons as ked res pon dent to iden tify as-
sa i lant had be en pu nis hed in any way.

In the se a son of 2002-2003 1193 re gis te red re f-
e re es were fo und as ac ti ve re fe re es. The re fo re, sur-
veys we re sent to 1193 cer ti fi ed bas ket ball re fe re es
in Tur key. Re fe re es we re from na ti o nal and lo cal
le vels (Le vel A, B, C and fe de ra ti on, lo cal and can-
di da te). So me of the sur veys we re ad mi nis te red by
rep re sen ta ti ves of the Tur kish Bas ket ball Fe de ra ti -
on who ga ve them to the re fe re es; ot her sur veys
we re ma i led di rectly to the re fe re es. Par ti ci pants
ans we red the ir sur veys anony mo usly. Sur veys we -
re ma i led at the end of the bas ket ball se a son of
2002–2003. Sur vey in for ma ti on was analy zed using
per cen ta ge, fre qu ency, cross-tabs and arith me tic
me an sta tis ti cal met hods. 

RE SULTS

Of the 1193 sur veys sent to cer ti fi ed bas ket ball re f-
e re es in Tur key, 461 of them we re re tur ned, a
38.64% res pon se ra te. As re ve a led in Tab le 1, the
ave ra ge age of fe ma le and male res pon dents was
25.2 and 27 ye ars respectively. The ave ra ge ye ars
of re fe re e ing ex pe ri en ce was 3.2 ye ars for fe ma les,
and 3.8 ye ars for ma les. Ap pro xi ma tely 41 per cent
(41.3%) of re fe re es re por ted that they had be en as-
sa ul ted ver bally and physi cally at le ast on ce whi le
of fi ci a ting. Thirty-one per cent of the as sa ults we re
ver bal, 9.9% of the as sa ults we re physi cally. 

To sum ma ri ze, the 461 cer ti fi ed re fe re es (371
men and 90 wo men) in this study ran ged in age
from 17 to 50 ye ars, with a me an age of 26.6 ye ars.
By com pa ri son, Ra i ney and Dug gan (1998) fo und
that among Ame ri can bas ket ball re fe re es; 92% we -
re ma le and 8% were fe ma le. The re fe re es ave ra ge
age was 41.9 ye ars and re fe re e ing ex pe ri en ce was
14.4 ye ars. In 1999, Ra i ney fo und 93% of re fe re es
we re ma le, 7% of re fe re es we re fe ma le in Ohi o. Ka -
is si dis and Ans hel (2000) re por ted that in Gre e ce,
the ave ra ge age of re fe re es was 33.9 ye ars and re fe -
re e ing ex pe ri en ce was 8.9 ye ars.

Re fe re es in the age gro up of 22-26 ye ar olds
rep re sen ted 51.6% of sub jects. Forty-eight per cent
of the bas ket ball re fe re es we re lo cal re fe re es. Con-
si de ring re fe re es edu ca ti on le vels, 67.1% we re uni-
ver sity gra du a tes. Re gar ding pro fes si o nal sta tus,
te ac hers ac co un ted for 15.2% and 55.1% of re fe re -
es we re stu dents. Thirty-one per cent of re fe re es
we re ear ning in terms of monthly in co me bet we en
751 mil li on-1 bil li on. Ne arly 86 per cent (85.8%) of
re fe re es we re Eng lish spe a kers at the le vel of in ter-
me di a te. Sixty-six per cent had 1-3 ye ar(s) of fi ci a -
ting ex pe ri en ce. Forty-fi ve per cent of re fe re es we re
of fi ci a ting mo re than six matc hes per month,
51.3% of re fe re es we re wor king 1-2 day(s) we ekly
and 40.6% of re fe re es we re spen ding 30-40 mi nu -
tes tra i ning (work out). 

Among res pon dents, 41.3% of re fe re es (n=
192) had be en as sa ul ted; 6.94% fe ma le and 34.7%
ma le (Se e Tab le 2).

In com pa ri son, Ra i ney and Dug gans (1998) fo -
und that at le ast one as sa ult was re por ted by 98 of
the res pon dents (13.6 per cent; 91 ma le, 7 fe ma le).

Ac cor ding to the dis tri bu ti on of the type of as-
sa ults 31.4% we re ver bal, 2.6% we re physi cal and
7.3% we re both ver bal-physi cal. Only one fe ma le
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Subject

Gender Respondent Age Experience Assault

(n) % Average Average (n) %

Female 90 19.52 25.2 3.2 32 6.94

Male 371 80.48 27 3.8 160 34.70

TABLE 1: Referees demographic qualities and assaults
they faced by gender.

Subject

Gender Respondent Assault Physical Ass. Verbal Ass.

(n) % (n) % (n) % (n) %

Female 90 19.52 32 6.94 1 0.21 31 6.72      

Male 371 80.48 160 34.70 45 9.76 115 24.94

TABLE 2: Type of assault against referees by 
gender.
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re fe re e and 45 (9.76%) ma le re fe re es had be en as-
sa ul ted physi cally. 

Pla yers and co ac hes to get her we re most fre-
qu ently iden ti fi ed as as sa i lants aga inst re fe re es
(54.4%). Fifty-thre e per cent of fe ma le re fe re es re-
por ted be ing as sa ul ted by co ac hes; and 43.8% we -
re as sa ul ted by pla yers. Spec ta tor as sa ults on fe ma le
re fe re es rep re sen ted 40.6% and ma na gers we re
9.4%. 56.5% of ma le re fe re es were as sa ul ted by pla -
yers, 49.7% of ma le re fe re es were as sa ul ted by
spec ta tors, 54.6% of ma le re fe re es were as sa ul ted
by co ac hes and 21.1% ma le re fe re es as sa ul ted by
ma na gers (Tab le 3). The re a son of as sa ult with hig -
hest ra ti o “lo sing am bi ti on and geting up se t” by
58.0%. 81.3% of as sa ult oc cur red “du ring the ga -
me ”. Most of the as sa ults oc cur red in An ka ra (the
ca pi tal city of Tur key) by 4.3% per cen ta ge.

No ne of the re fe re es re por ted that the physi cal
as sa ults we re se ri o us or li fe-thre a te ning. Many of
the as sa ults we re pus hing or hit ting (n= 46 re fe re -
es re por ted inc lu ding 1 fe ma le re fe re e). Only two
ma le re fe re es re por ted that they be li e ved the ir as-
sa i lants had taken al co hol. Con ver sely, Ra i ney and
Dug gans (1998) fo und that among the re a sons for
as sa ults aga inst re fe re es, 20% in vol ved al co hol or
drugs.     

Forty-six per cent of re fe re es in this study re-
por ted that the ir as sa i lant was not pu nis hed in any
way. Tem po rary sus pen si on was the most com mon
con se qu en ce the fe de ra ti on dis cip li ne com mit te e
has gi ven to the as sa i lants. A few fi nes (bet we en
$250-$500) had be en se en in re se arch of dis cip li ne
com mit te e re ports. 

Among re fe re es as sa ul ted, 4.1% re por ted the
as sa ult oc cur red be fo re the ga me, 81.3% du ring the
ga me and 53.4% af ter the ga me. It may be in fer red
from the to tals that a re fe re e may be as sa ul ted mo -
re than on ce du ring the co ur se of an event (Tab le 4).
Re fe re es re por ted that pe op le are as sa ul ting them
be ca u se they are lo sing the ir in hi bi ti ons and/or the -
ir te am is lo sing the ga me be ca u se of the re fe re e.

DIS CUS SI ON/CONC LU SI ONS

Very litt le re se arch (in com pa ri son to ath le tes) on
the so ur ces of stress, an xi ety and vi o len ce/as sa ult

has be en per for med with bas ket ball of fi ci als.4 Ka -
is si dis and Ans hel (1993) com pa red both the in-
ten sity and the so ur ces of stress le vels bet we en
yo ung and adult bas ket ball of fi ci als. Re sults sho -
wed yo un ger (ages 14-18 ye ars) re fe re es we re sig-
ni fi cantly mo re stres sed than the ir adult (19-46
ye ars) col le a gu es in ma king a wrong call and ad mi -
nis te ring a tech ni cal fo ul. Stres sors that we re ran -
ked the lo west inc lu ded pre sen ce of the me di a,
ma king a mis ta ke in mec ha nics, and ver bal abu se
by spec ta tors. Ans hel and We in berg (1995) fo und
that Aus tra li an and Ame ri can bas ket ball re fe re es
dif fe red mar kedly in the se lec ted so ur ces of stress.
Stres sors such as ma king the wrong call, ver bal
abu se by pla yers, ver bal abu se by spec ta tors, and
ar gu ing with pla yers we re sig ni fi cantly dif fe rent
bet we en cul tu res. Ans hel and We in berg (1996)
with the use of the Bas ket ball Of fi ci als So ur ces of
Stress In ven tory (BOS SI) dis co ve red that Ame ri -
can and Aus tra li an re fe re es we re mo re si mi lar
than dif fe rent in terms of to co ping with stra te gi -
es. Alt ho ugh the re was a cul tu ral dif fe ren ce in the
self re por ted use of be ha vi o ral and emo ti o nal co p-
ing stra te gi es, si mi la ri ti es aro se bet we en the ac tu -
al co ping stra te gi es (i.e., gi ving a tech ni cal fo ul).
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Gender Female Male Total

Assailant (n) % (n) % (n) %

Player 14 43.8 91 56.5 105 54.4

Spectator 13 40.6 80 49.7 93 48.1

Coach 17 53.2 88 54.6 105 54.4

Manager 3 9.4 34 21.1 37 19.1

Total 47 147.0 293 181.9 340 176.0

TABLE 3: Who assaulted on referees.

Gender Female Male Total

Assault time (n) % (n) % (n) %

Before the game 1 3.1 7 4.3 8 4.1

During the game 26 81.3 131 81.4 157 81.3

After the game 15 46.9 88 54.6 103 53.4

Total 42 131.3 226 140.3 268 138.8

TABLE 4: Assault time.
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Ans hel and We in berg (1996) al so fo und that far
mo re Ame ri cans (39%) than Aus tra li ans (13%)
used the co ping stra tegy of tal king to the co ach
calmly in an abu si ve si tu a ti on. Ame ri cans al so pre-
fer red to ig no re the co ach and re ma in on task
when ar gu ing, whi le the Aus tra li ans op ted to dis-
cuss the co ach’s fe e lings. Bur ke and his fri ends
(2000) re por ted a study in which Na ti o nal Col le -
gi a te Ath le tic As so ci a ti on bas ket ball of fi ci als we -
re as ked to rank the ir stres sors. Co ac hes we re
lis ted as two of the top thre e stres sors, and a to tal
of six of the top 14 stres sors that of fi ci als en co un -
ter. Alt ho ugh the of fi ci als con si de red the ir ro le to
be per so nally sa tisf ying and re war ding, 90.6% re-
por ted the ir ro le to be stress ful (43.5%= very
stress ful to stress ful; 47.1 Io = mo de ra tely stress-
ful). 

Whi le less than half of bas ket ball re fe re es in
Tur key re por ted that they had be en as sa ul ted at so -
me ti me du ring the ir of fi ci a ting, the per cen ta ge
(41.3%) is sig ni fi cantly high. Dif fe ren ces in as sa ult
ra tes bet we en ma le (34.6%) and fe ma le (6.9%) re f-
e re es must be con si de red se ri o usly. As sa ults on ma -
le re fe re es we re re por ted at ap pro xi ma tely fi ve
ti mes the ra te of as sa ults on fe ma le re fe re es. The
dif fe ren ces co uld be du e to so ci al-cul tu ral norms.
Pla yers, co ac hes and spec ta tors may be mo re po li -
te to fe ma le re fe re es or the dif fe ren ces may be sim-
ply du e to the lo wer num ber of fe ma le re fe re es. In
any ca se, fe ma le re fe re es num ber to o low as a who -
le among na ti o nal cer ti fi ed re fe re es. Alt ho ugh we
can se e so me in cre a se in the num ber of fe ma le re f-
e re es in re cent ye ars, it is not rep re sen ta ti ve of the
fe ma le po pu la ti on in bas ket ball, inc lu ding pla yers
and co ac hes.

Ot her con si de rab le re sult of the study is the
type of the as sa ult. Physi cal as sa ults are not as sig-
ni fi cant as ver bal as sa ults in each sub ject. Ot her
thing of this si tu a ti on is abo ut bas ket ball fe de ra ti -
on. The fe de ra ti on has to ta ke res pon si bi lity or use
aut ho rity and gi ve de ter rent pu nish ment to the as-
sa i lant. Fi nally, the re was con si de rab le sup port for
the hypot he sis that many as sa ults on re fe re es wo -
uld be lightly pu nis hed or not pu nis hed at all. The -
re was a si mi lar pat tern of re sults re por ted by

Ra i ney (1994) for as sa ults on ba se ball and soft ball
um pi res. In that study the re was a sig ni fi cant re la -
ti ons hip bet we en se ri o us ness of as sa ult and se ri o -
us ness of pu nish ment.

As sa ult can be a re a son for per so nal and en vi -
ron men tal so ur ce of stress. Re fe re es who ha ve fe e -
ling as sa ult thre at from pla yers, co ac hes, spec ta tors
and per sons re la ted to the ga me can be stress ful du -
ring of fi ci a ting. Stress af fects per for man ce of the
re fe re es and mo ti va ti on on the ga me can be lo st.
This si tu a ti on will comp le tely chan ge the ga me at-
mosp he re and no one will en joy it. 

Along the se li nes, Bur ke and Mil ler (1990) ar -
gu e that al most all of the tra i ning in vol ved for
sports of fi ci a ting is res tric ted to the tech ni cal as-
pect of the ir per for man ce with re la ti vely litt le psy-
cho lo gi cal tra i ning typi cally ava i lab le in co ping
with stress. Gi ven the ex tent to which sports of fi -
ci als are ex po sed to acu te stress, and the po ten ti al
de le te ri o us ef fects of stress on the per for man ce and
re ten ti on of of fi ci als in sport, it is es sen ti al for re-
se arc hers to study the co ping pro cess in sports of-
fi ci a ting and to test the ef fec ti ve ness of stress
ma na ge ment prog rams. 

When sport par ti ci pants be li e ve an of fi ci al
has be ha ved un fa irly, they may re a son that the of-
fi ci al de ser ves to be pu nis hed and per ce i ve that
they are dis pen sing jus ti ce. Anot her re a son why
sport aut ho ri ti es over lo ok at tacks on of fi ci als is
that they may be re luc tant to ru in the ca re ers of
pla yers and co ac hes. This is es pe ci ally li kely if
they be li e ve the pla yer or co ach ac ted in the he at
of com pe ti ti on and that the vi o lent be ha vi or was
out of cha rac ter. This re luc tan ce may be re la ted to
the at ti tu de that the ga me is re ally for pla yers, co -
ac hes, and fans and that of fi ci als play a less me a -
ning ful ro le.

As Ra i ney (1998) men ti o ned in his study, whi -
le the re is cer ta inly a ne ed for mo re re se arch to ex-
a mi ne the ge ne ra lity of the se fin dings and to study
the con di ti ons sur ro un ding as sa ults on of fi ci als, it is
cle ar that this vi o lent be ha vi or sho uld no lon ger be
to le ra ted.
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