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Insanlar, dogal kaynakl ya da yapay afetlerden dolay1 ilk ¢aglardan bu yana gog halindedir. Yakin zamanda
Suriye'de gelisen krizden dolay1 diinya ¢apindaki gdgmen sayilarinda biiyiik bir artis olmus ve bu gé¢men
dalgasindan en ¢ok etkilenen iilke Tiirkiye olmustur. Bu uluslararasi diizeyde bir problem olmasina ragmen,
Tirkiye go¢ rotasindaki ilk durak oldugu i¢in gé¢menlerin yasadiklari birgok probleme ilk elden ¢dzim
iiretmek zorunda kalmistir. Birlesmis Milletler Insan Haklar1 Konseyi'nin agiklamalarina gore Tiirkiye'de
2.8 milyon siginmaci yasamaktadir, fakat yasal olmayan yollardan iilkeye giren gé¢menlerin de oldugu
diisliniildiiglinde bu saymin ¢ok daha fazla oldugu tahmin edilmektedir. Ayrica 2016 yilinda Tiirkiye ile
Avrupa Birligi arasinda imzalanan anlagma geregi Tiirkiye, Avrupa iilkeleri tarafindan yasal sigimmaci
olarak kabul edilene kadar daha fazla sayida gogmene ev sahipligi yapmak zorunda kalacaktir.
Bu siire¢, gogmenlerin yasamlarini olumsuz olarak etkilemektedir ve bu durumdan en ¢ok etkilenen kitle,
gdcmen niifusunun %50'lik kismini olusturan ¢ocuklardir. Cocuklarin rekreasyonel aktivitelere katilma ve
oyun oynama hakki Cocuk Haklar1 Bildirgesi'nin 31. maddesi ile koruma altina alinmig olsa da, insanlarin
siginmact olarak, gecici barinma alanlarinda yasadiklar1 bir ortamda ¢ocuklarin oyun oynama haklarina
sayg1 gosterildiginden ve korundugundan bahsetmek olduk¢a zordur. Bu sebeple bu makalede siginmaci
cocuklarin giinliik mekanlar1 ve oyun haklarini ne derece elde edebildikleri sorgulanacaktir. Dahasi, bu
makalede yerel yonetimlere tavsiyelerde bulunmak amaci ile gocuklara hizli ve diisiik biitgeli oyun saglama
stratejileri {izerine de bir tartisma yUritilecektir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Siginmaci ¢ocuklar, oyun imkanlari, belediyelerin rolii

CREATING PLAY OPPORTUNITIES FOR REFUGEE CHILDREN:
A DISCUSSION ON ADVICE TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES

ABSTRACT

Human beings have migrated to different places due to natural or human-made disasters since the first ages.
In recent years, the number of refugees has increased rapidly due to the crisis in Syria, which has affected
Turkey severely through the immigration waves it has generated. According to the United Nations Human
Rights Council’s statements, Turkey is currently accommodating 2.8 million refugees; however, the actual
number might be higher, as illegal immigration is also an issue. Furthermore, Turkey will accommodate
even more refugees until they are officially accepted as immigrants by other nations according to the
agreement signed with the European Union in 2016. This process negatively affects the lives of immigrants,
and the most affected group among them are children, who comprise 50% of the refugees in Turkey.
Although article 31st of “Convention on the Rights of the Child” protects children’s right of access to play
and recreational activities, it is difficult to tell whether children’s right to play is protected and respected
under these circumstances. Therefore, this paper aims to explore refugee children’s daily lives in cities and
whether their right to play is achieved under the circumstances of immigration. Furthermore, this paper
discusses the possible strategies for fast and low-cost play provision, and how local authorities can be better
advised about such resources.
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INTRODUCTION

In 2010 young boy immolated himself in front of a crowd, which led millions of people to take
action against the regime in Tunisia. This spirit, which was later called “Arab Spring”, spread
quickly across other Arab countries and resulted in an uprising against governments in many
countries, such as Libya, Egypt, Bahrain, and Algeria. In many of these countries, conflict
between regime powers and rebels was unavoidable; however, these conflicts have been settled,
resulting in a change of power. The first protest against the government in Syria started in late
2010. None of the actors in this part of the world foresaw that this movement against the
government would take the country into civil war and that the conflict would take so long to
resolve. Since the regime and its supporters have a strong position in Syria, the conflict between
parties has been intensified. The process of a swift change of power that happened in other
countries has not happened in Syria, and civil war has been continuous since 2011.

According to the United Nations refugee agency, after 2011 a rapid rise in world-wide mass
immigration occurred, and the number of personal immigration applications also increased
(UNHCR, 2013). Refugee waves to Turkey started with a group of 252 people entering the
country from the Hatay Yayladag region in April 2011(Gticer, M., Karaca, S. & Dinger, B, 2013).
Starting in 2011, Turkey has become the country where the highest number of immigration
applications have been made, due to the civil war in Syria (UNHCR, 2011). In the first place,
passport holding families with higher socioeconomic status moved to south-eastern regions of
Turkey, such as Antep, Kilis, Hatay, taking advantage of a visa-free travel agreement between
Turkey and Syria. However, in the following months, the number of Syrian refugees increased,
and people from different socio-economic levels immigrated to Turkey.

In 2013, just two years after the Syrian crisis started, the number of mass immigration seen in a
single year reached the highest level since 1999 (UNHCR, 2013). According to the same report,
in the first six months of the year, 1.3 million Syrians had migrated into neighbouring countries.
Lebonan and Jordan were severely affected by immigration during this year. Turkey became the
country with the third highest number of Syrian refugees and rose to sixth in terms of in the total
number of refugees entering countries in a year (UNHCR, 2013).

Before 2012, the Syrian Arab Republic was not even among the top 30 source countries on the
refugees list; however, by mid-2014 the number of Syrian refugees had overtaken Afghans, the
largest refugee population under UNHCR mandate for a decade (UNHCR, 2015a). This increase
in the number of Syrian refugees reflects the continuing conflict between parties and the level of
violence in Syria. Mostly, Syria’s neighbouring countries were affected by these refugee waves
in 2014. Turkey became the fourth largest country hosting primary refugee and by mid-2014 was
hosting 824.400 refugees, 97% of which were from Syria.

In the second half of 2014 and throughout the following year the number of Syrian refugees
continued to increase rapidly. Turkey reached 1.8 million registered Syrian refugees, overtaking
Lebanon as the country with the largest number (UNHCR, 2015a). By the end of the same year,
the number of registered refugees had increased to 2.2 million in Turkey. Turkey had not even
been among the top 20 refugee-hosting countries a few years before this; and when this is
considered, the scale of the Syrian crisis and its impact on neighbouring countries can be
thoroughly understood.

According to the UNHCR (2017), the number of recorded Syrian refugees in Turkey exceeded
2.7 million people as of 2015, and this is the highest number of refugees Turkey has encountered
since the establishment of the republic. It is even higher than the total number of refugees Turkey
has hosted since 1923 (Gég idaresi Genel Miidiirliigii, 2015). In addition, if we include illegal and
unregistered refugees, the total figure is possibly well over 3 million. In this situation, children
and elders are the most affected groups. According to UNICEF 232 thousand children had been
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affected by the Syrian crisis in 2012, the numbers increased to 1.2 million in 2013, 1.9 million in
2014 and reached 6 million in 2016 (UNICEF, 2012; UNICEF, 2014). According to the last
report, 2.5 million of these children had been forced to migrate out of Syria.

Moreover, at least half of the total number of refugees currently in Turkey (between 3-4 million)
are children, which means that the majority of children that faced forced migration from Syria
now live in Turkey. Table 1 shows the number of Syrian refugees and Syrian refugee children in
Turkey by year. Furthermore, according to Sarikaya, M. (2016) in Turkish refugee camps alone
125 children are born every day and the actual number of refugee children who have been born
in Turkey is not known because almost 90% of the refugee population has spread into different
cities. However, the estimate of the total number of children born in Turkey so far is 230 thousand
(Erdogan, 2017). During the immigration process and in the country that they arrived, the majority
of these children have had to forfeit their most basic needs and rights, such as food, shelter, and
education.

Table 1. Number of refugees and refugee children in Turkey by year

Total Syrian Refugees Children Refugees

2012 280.000 N/A

2013 799.668 310.994
2014 1.8 million 841.639
2015 2.2 million 1 million
2016 2.7 million 1.3 million
2017 3.3 million 1.5 million
2018 3.6 million 1.6 million

Data derived from various UNHCR and UNICEF reports.

REFUGEE CHILDREN AND CITIES

It is well-established truth that the majority of refugees in Turkey do not want to live in refugee
camps; they would rather move into cities (UNHCR, 2015b ). Although there are 27 refugee
camps, mainly located on south-eastern Turkey, 91% of the total refugee population live outside
of those camps (Johannisson, 2016). A number of issues can be seen to have undermined the
camping process. Gliger, et al., (2013) reported that many people living in refugee camps are
traumatised or likely to be traumatised due to unemployment and loss of social status.
Furthermore, according to the same report. Syrians who have illegally crossed the border are not
entitled to live in refugee camps.

Another reason why people wish not to live in refugee camps is that people of a lower economic
status or people who could not bring savings with them have to move to bigger cities in order to
work. Besides this, refugees with a higher economic status also move into cities hoping to find
work, integrate into Turkish social life and feel comfortable in their family lives, as was the case
when they were in Syria. In both situations, whether they are willing to work, to live or hoping to
integrate, these refugees face a local reaction (Kavlak, 2011; Glger, et al., 2013).

In both of these situations, children are profoundly affected because they miss out on many
opportunities otherwise available. For instance, school-age Syrian children in 2010, either those
forced to move into the country or out of it, cannot go to school. If the civil war continues, the
majority of these children will grow up without a primary education and may never find
educational opportunities in the rest of their life, which is why these children are called the “lost
generation”. Especially in Turkey, the majority of children cannot continue their education.
According to research by the “No Lost Generation” initiative less than 300 thousand children are
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currently continuing their education in Turkey and more than 450 thousand of them have drifted
away from education (No Lost Generation, 2016). These numbers are increasing daily. If it is
considered that the total number of refugee children in Turkey is well over 1.5 million, the
likelihood of a lost generation is not a fantasy.

One of the main reasons that the majority of these children cannot go to school is that they need
to work to support their families. When immigrating, people have to leave their real assets, cars
and even savings behind. In this situation, if they are not entitled to live in refugee camps or are
willing to live in cities, they need to work. However, they do not have permission and are not
entitled to work in many sectors. For instance, even if a refugee was a dentist in Syria, they cannot
practice in Turkey. Therefore, most people work illegally in severe conditions and earn much
lower than the national minimum wage (Kilig, T. et al., 2015). These families need to maximise
their earnings and minimise their spending (Dedeoglu, 2012). The most critical income
maximisation method is to increase the number of people working in the family. In this case,
some children need to work for their family. The others who are not working are also affected
because they need to spend their time alone at home because both parents need to work long hours
for income maximisation (No Lost Generation, 2016). In both of these situations, children have
no educational life and often contract trauma and stress disorders as a result (Kilig, T. et al., 2015).

CHILDREN’S RIGHT TO PLAY AND PROVIDING PLAY FOR REFUGEE CHILDREN
Play is children’s life and style of learning. Children gain much creativity, imagination, fun and
physical, cognitive, emotional and dexterity development through imaginary play (NPFA, 2000;
Ginsburg, 2007; Kolb & Kolb, 2010). The role of play in development has been explored both in
neuro-ethnological and cultural aspects, and it has been suggested that play has a vital role in
brain development. Many mammal species share this aspect: play time experiences can even
affect brain anatomy (Haight and Black, 2001). Moreover, play provides opportunities for
improving problem-solving skills in the young as well as for them to develop social and language
skills (Manwaring & Taylor, n.d.).

According to the World Health Organization’s report, children between the ages of 5 to 17 need
60 minutes of medium or high pace daily physical activity for their healthy growth (WHO, 2015).
Play in urban open spaces helps children to fulfil this task and also makes it fun as well as helping
children’s development, as stated above. Play gives children a chance to escape from the adult
world and to find time to relax. Therefore, play is a critical factor for both learning and relaxation
for children. United Nation’s Commission of Children’s Rights recognised the importance of
play. The 31st article of the “Convention on the Rights of the Child” states that children’s rights
involve the freedom, space and resources to enable recreational activities and play (Convention
on the Rights of the Child, 1989). This international act entered into force on 2 September 1990
and was signed by 193 nations, including Turkey. This agreement secures children’s social,
cultural, and economic rights in any situation through A54 articles (Humanium, 2016). This act
primarily guarantees children’s accommodation, food and health rights and these three crucial
aspects are the foundations of humanitarian aid today. In additions, education is becoming the
fourth important aspect of humanitarian aid (Machel, 2001). In many situations, especially in
forced immigration, children’s right to play is neglected over socio-economic rights; however,
playing is as important as the other rights for children’s psychological and physical development
and preparation for life (Kucukali, 2015). In emergencies circumstances, the responsibility for
fulfilling children’s right to play and participate in recreational activities is left to signatory
countries by the 31st article of the “Convention on the Rights of the Child” agreement. Typically,
children’s play is organised and regulated by the countries in which they live. However,
inconveniences occur in natural or human-made disasters, and the Syrian civil war is a
contemporary example of one of this.
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As of 2017, almost 6 million children had been affected by the Syrian civil war and children’s
access to play, or play equipment, is almost non-exist either in Syria or where they have migrated
to. Children’s right to play is not recognised in Syrian refugees situation, as it is not yet seen as
one of the critical aspects of humanitarian aid. UNICEF has done some work about children’s
access to play and play equipment in refugee camps; however, the vast majority of refugee
children live outside of these camps, most of whom are traumatised, unable to continue their
education, and isolated from their families, adult members of which need to work long hours to
earn sufficient income to support their children. Studies suggest that play helps children to recover
from post-traumatic stress disorder more quickly (Wethington et. al., 2008; Flether & Barkley,
2003). Therefore, play and play equipment need to be provided for refugee children living outside
of refugee camps because this is their right, as recognised by international agreements. Secondly,
play provision is necessary to reduce stress levels and relieve post-traumatic stress disorder.
Notably, the latter is essential for building mentally healthy adults in the community. Besides, it
is obliged by the “Convention on the Rights of the Child” that in war and refugee situations
implementing article 31st is the responsibility of the host country, meaning that, in the situation
discussed here, all the weight is upon the Turkish Government’s shoulders. The vast majority of
refugee children live outside of refugee camps so identifying them and providing play
opportunities for them is an arduous task.

Unfortunately, only a limited number of research studies on providing access to play to refugee
children in wartime scenarios has been published. However, several successful studies on
providing access to play after natural disasters have been written. There is not much difference
between these situations. First of all, in both situations, children lose their homes, schools, and
environments that they are familiar with. Secondly, they are likely to have lost family members.
Thirdly, they are forced to move out of the area they have been living in and to live in temporary
accommodation. All of these aspects of both natural and human-made disasters can cause trauma-
related stress disorders, and children are likely victims, but the levels of post-traumatic stress
disorders are most likely to be higher in the refugee situations, which also highlights the
importance of play provision for this group.

When we look to the literature about children’s rehabilitation from post-traumatic stress disorder
in war and refugee situations, the most significant finding is the need for such children to engage
in discovery and have access to adventure playgrounds, which first appeared in Copenhagen after
Second World War (figure 1). In such adventure playgrounds, children create an order for
themselves, which can counteract the chaos around them (Hurtwood, 1968). At this time, the
children tended to play war games in adventure playgrounds, creating a remedy for the war (Lisul,
2004). Playing in adventure playgrounds after the war helped children to recover from post-
traumatic stress disorder. However, the importance of adventure playgrounds in relieving post-
traumatic stress disorder is still an underestimated subject (Tucker, J., 2014). Adventure
playgrounds started to disappear in the Europe after the 1970s. However, adventure playgrounds
are one of the most suitable play provision techniques for refugee children because set up and
operating costs are minimal. In addition, they can be set up in any suitable open space. In Turkey,
it is the district municipality's responsibility to provide adventure playgrounds in areas with
numbers of refugee children. It is a fact that district municipalities require an extra budget for
play provision. In restricted economies, it is difficult to find such additional funding. However,
in a suitable area, free material such as sand, dirt, wooden pieces, rope and other recycled
materials is enough for the basic set up of adventure playgrounds. The most important aspect of
these amenities is a play supervisor, which is the only operating expense. A play supervisor
ensures children play safely in the area, without interrupting their play assemblage. Play
supervisors can be both play specialists or child psychologists. In the latter situation, the
supervisor can also undertake psychological observations of children playing in the area and
direct children that may need psychological treatment to specialists. Arranging voluntary work
schedules can solve the expense of play supervision. Besides, undertaking partnership projects
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with national or international institutions and non-profit organisations such as UNICEF can also
help local authorities to arrange budgets for play supervision.

>
o

o

Figure 1. The first examples of an adventure playground “Emdrup”, opened by Carl Theodor
Sgrensen in Denmark (Photograph: SVEN TURCK / VISDA)

Another play provision technique that would be suitable for implementation in the refugee crisis
is a temporary mobile play van. These vans are widely organised and used by non-profit
organisations in different countries (Figure 2). According to the literature, these vans are also
generally used in temporary accommodation sites in natural disaster areas, rather than refugee
crises; however, this concept could quickly be adopted. The most effective use of these temporary
mobile play vans was seen in Japan after the major earthquake and tsunami in 2011 (Figure 3).
These vans carry wooden blocks, fabrics, tent equipment in different sizes and shapes that are
easily transportable at the back of the van. Unstructured play with this loose material allows
children to play together, socialise and learn from each other, improving their creativity
(Kinoshita & Woolley, 2015). The most important aspect of these vans is that they provide play
in areas that are too small or spatially not suitable for playground design. They can give children
play opportunities in just two car parking spaces. Such play can be organised even in the smallest
of temporary accommodation sites. This concept can quickly be adapted to refugee children’s
play needs. The unstructured play which these vans provide are likely to help children mitigate
the stresses their situations create and to overcome their anxiety and post-traumatic stress
disorder. For instance, it was witnessed that children with post-traumatic stress disorder recovered
quickly in the areas, where mobile play vans were organised (Kinoshita & Woolley, 2015).
Besides, play provision with mobile vans can quickly create a bond between child and play carers,
who would most likely be Turkish citizens, in this case, so that refugee children might start to
trust native people, supporting their adaptation to their new environment.
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Figure 2. Play bus organized by Ipswich Community as non-profit organization, run by
volunteer trustees for children under 5 (Source: http://www.ipswichplaybus.org.uk/)

Another advantage of mobile play vans is that they are less expensive to create than playgrounds.
Therefore, and so do not bring a burden to local authority budgets. They are also adaptable to
changing situations. Thus, in the future, they could be directed into the other parts of the country,
when the refugee situation in cities changes or other natural disasters strike. They might also be
directed to other socio-economically disadvantaged areas of Turkey, where children’s access to
play is restricted. As can be seen, play vans are a highly versatile tool for providing play and cost
considerably less than traditional structured playgrounds. Play provision with play vans has two
kinds of fixed expenses. Firstly, fuel costs for travel to the areas where they are needed. Secondly,
a childminder pair or team that drives the van t arranges play and look after the children in their
care. The former costs can be reduced by creating logistic solutions, such as having a base that is
approximately equal distance from different areas where play need to be provided. The latter can
be reduced using voluntary services or developing projects with national or international
institutions, as was the case in the first method of play provision discussed here. Furthermore, as
stated, this model is not as expensive as building a traditional playground, while these types of
play spaces offer better opportunities for unstructured play.. Therefore, play vans would be good
long term investments that provide better and multiple benefits to children.
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Figure 3. Play truck outside temporary residence in Japan (Source: Kinoshita & Woolley, 2015)

The third method district councils should consider for play provision is creating indoor creative
play areas. This approach is commonly discussed in the literature on natural disasters. After the
2011 Japanese earthquake and tsunami disaster, a majority of closed spaces, such as schools and
nurseries, had become dysfunctional and the need for new confined play spaces a rose (Woolley
& Kinoshita, 2015). Especially in areas close to the Fukushima nuclear power plant, indoor spaces
were urgently needed to keep children safe from the effects of radiation. Since in some other parts
of the country the weather was cold and rainy, indoor play spaces were needed. The first two
types of play provision for the disaster areas would not have been suitable for the situation.
However, as discussed above, children need to have daily physical activity, in order to stay
mentally and physically healthy as the World Health Organization advises (WHO, 2015).

In Japan, indoor play areas were created to provide children with play opportunities and keep
them physically active (Woolley & Kinoshita, 2015). Although the type of disaster is different in
Turkey, this approach should also be adopted because in Turkey, for at least three months of the
year, the weather is not suitable for outdoor play. Winter is much longer in the South-East region
of Turkey. Therefore, the first two types of play provision that we have discussed earlier, would
not meet refugee children’s needs. First of all, Syrian refugee children have grown up in different
climatic conditions, and their physical activity levels are likely to decrease in the winter months
in a colder climate. Secondly, and most importantly, when children have to stay alone while their
parents are at work for long hours, this is likely not to involve much physical activity in these
months, putting further stress on traumatised children. Indoor creative play areas are a potential
solution to this problem.
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Figure 4. Imagination playgrounds that can be placed indoors or in containers (Photogrh:
David Knopf / Richmond News)

This type of play provision can be arranged in the areas where refugee children populations are
concentrated. It can be provided in two different ways depending, on circumstances. In the first
case, large containers can be placed in open spaces and converted to indoor creative play areas
(figure 4). These containers can be removed when the weather improves and open spaces can be
arranged as outdoor play spaces. Besides, these container playgrounds are almost as versatile as
play vans. They can be transported to another part of the district, city or even country, depending
on changing situations and where they are needed. These containers can be arranged as donations,
or collaboration with institutional organisations. They do not cost much, and sometimes it can be
recycled after previous use. This first type of indoor play provision again is not very expensive
for the local authorities. In the second case, where open spaces are limited, indoor play areas can
be organised in empty shopping spaces, offices or warehouses (figure 5). This type of provision
is slightly more expensive compared to the first case scenario, but money can be obtained from
monthly charitable donations and linking projects to legal institutions. In the worst-case scenario,
local authorities could rent an indoor space, as this would still cost as less than building one new
structured playground.
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Figure 5. Indoors sand play space in Japan after Tsunami disaster (Source: Kinoshita &
Woolley, 2015)

CONCLUSIONS

The civil war in Syria has affected millions of children’ lives and changed them forever. Massive
numbers of children have been forced to move to countries they have never seen before. From
this perspective, a majority of refugees that have migrated to Turkey have done so in the hope of
finding a home without too much cultural difference to their own, to find work, to seek asylum
and sometimes to illegally travel to European countries with a view to settling there. We have
witnessed the worst of those situations in recent years. It is a very well-known fact that more than
half of the refugees that have moved to Turkey are children. Play is an important aspect of
childhood and helps children to improve their cognitive, social, emotional, fine and gross motor
skills. Also, play is a good tool for helping children to recover from many mental illnesses such
as post-traumatic disorder, which is common in refugee people. Furthermore, children have the
right to play, as given to them by the United Nations and agreed by 193 countries worldwide.

In this paper, we have discussed how play can be provided to refugee children in Turkey at a
modest cost to local and district authorities. The discussion involved analysing three different
methods of play provision that had been previously undertaken in natural and human-made
disaster cases. The common ground for all those strategies has been the need to provide rapid
solutions to a key element in major crises, namely the need to provide children with active play
opportunities that are not too costly and have been tested in previous disaster situations. The
provision of traditional parks and playgrounds is both expensive and takes time to build. In urgent,
crisis situations response times have to be quicker. All three types of strategies discussed here can
be realised and made available in a short period and cost considerably less compared to the
traditional alternative.
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Needless to say, none of these methods has been tried and used on target populations in Turkey
previously, so the implementation stage is likely to bring many challenges. In this article, some
of those challenges have been identified, and possible solutions to these issues have been
discussed. However, empirical research on this subject is needed in order to obtain a full and
detailed understanding of these challenges. Therefore, there is scope for future research on the
possibility of bringing funding bodies and local authorities together to adopt these strategies and
research whether these theoretically sound strategies work on implementation. Certainly,
henceforth we might have the knowledge to create better solutions for children’s right to play in
refugee situations, provide better play opportunities for them, and thus reduce the psychological
burden these children are very likely to have suffered, which may well also lead to financial
savings for authorities in the future. Studies have shown that one of the long-term benefits of
bringing children up in a way which nurtures their developmental process effectively is that a
range of costs related to illness, worklessness, crime, etc. that result from crises in childhood are
likely to be significantly lower in the future, if good quality support is given in the immediate
aftermath of such situations.
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Uzun Oz

Insanlar dogal kaynakli ya da yapay afetlerden dolayi ilk ¢aglardan bu yana go¢ halindedir. Fakat son alti
yilda “Arap Bahar1” ile baslayan karisgiklik ve giivensiz ortam farkli iilkelerden bir¢ok gd¢ dalgasi
yaratmistir. Yakin zamanda Suriye'de gelisen krizden dolay1 da diinya ¢apindaki gdgmen sayilarinda biiyiik
bir artig olmus ve bu gé¢men dalgasindan en ¢ok etkilenen iilke Tiirkiye olmustur. Suriye’deki savasin
basladig1 ilk yillardan beri Tiirkiye siginmacilart kabul etmis olsa da Tirkiye’ye gelen siginmaci
nlfusundaki ivme 2012 yilindan sonra giderek artmistir. Bu, uluslararasi diizeyde bir problem olmasina
ragmen, Tiirkiye go¢ rotasindaki ilk durak oldugu icin gd¢menlerin yasadiklart birgok probleme ilk elden
¢oziim iiretmek zorunda kalmistir. Birlesmis Milletler insan Haklar1 Konseyi'nin agiklamalarina gore
Tiirkiye'de 2,8 milyon sigimmaci yagamaktadir, fakat yasal olmayan yollardan iilkeye giren gé¢menlerin de
oldugu diisiiniildiigiinde bu sayinin 4 milyon civarinda oldugu tahmin edilmektedir. Ayrica 2016 yilinda
Turkiye ile Avrupa Birligi arasinda imzalanan anlagma geregi, Tiirkiye Avrupa iilkeleri tarafindan yasal
siginmaci olarak kabul edilene kadar daha fazla sayida gogmene ev sahipligi yapmak zorunda kalacaktir.
Ayrica bu anlagmanin sartlarinin Avrupa Birligi tarafindan yerine getirilmedigi 2017 yili igerisinde
goriilmiis ve bu siire zarfinda Tiirkiye’deki siginmaci sayisi giderek artmistir. Boyle durumlarda insanlarin
hayatlari sonsuza kadar degisir ve bu durumdan en ¢ok etkilenen kitle gé¢ etmis niifusun %50'lik kismini
olusturan ¢ocuklardir. Tiirkiye’deki kamplarda ve sehirlerde yasayan Suriyeli ¢ocuk sayisinda da artig
oldugu bilinmektedir. Tirkiye’de tahminlere goére giinde ortalama 125 Suriyeli ¢ocugun dogdugu
distintilmekte fakat biitiin cografyaya yayilmig bir siginmaci toplami oldugu diisiiniilldiigiinde kesin say1
bilinmemektedir. Fakat kesin olarak bilinen sudur ki Tiirkiye’deki Suriyeli ¢ocuk sayisi ve toplam Suriyeli
siginmacilar i¢indeki ¢ocuk yiizdesi giinden giine artmaktadir. Cocuklarin rekreasyonel aktivitelere katilma
ve oyun oynama hakki Cocuk Haklar1 Bildirgesi'nin 31. maddesi ile koruma altina alinmis olsa da insanlarin
siginmaci olarak gegici barinma alanlarinda yasadiklar1 bir ortamda ¢ocuklarin oyun oynama hakkina saygi
gosterildiginden ve korundugundan bahsetmek oldukc¢a zordur. Bu sebeple bu makalede siginmaci
cocuklarin giinliik mekanlar1 ve oyun hakkinin ne derece saglanabildigi sorgulanmaktadir. Dahasi, bu
makalede yerel yonetimlere tavsiyelerde bulunmak amaci ile cocuklara hizli ve diisiik biitgeli oyun saglama
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stratejileri lizerine bir tartigma yiiriitiilmektedir. Oyun ¢ocuklarin yagam bi¢imidir. Cocuklar oyun yolu ile
yaraticilik, sosyal etkilesim, motor becerilerde gelisim gibi birgok konuda gelisim saglarlar. Yapilan sosyal
ve norolojik arastirmalar da ¢ocuklarin beyin gelisiminde oyunun 6nemini vurgulamaktadir. Ayrica Diinya
Saglik Orgiitii’niin raporlarina gére cocuklar giinde en az 60 dakika hizli aktivitelere katilarak saglikli
geligebilirler ve bunu yapmanin en kolay yolu ¢ocuklarin oyun oynamalaridir. Fakat Suriyeli si§inmact
cocuklar diisiiniildiiglinde onlarin oyun oynama imkanindan bahsetmek miimkiin olmayabilmektedir.
Ozellikle gog, okuldan ayrilma, maddi gelirde yasanabilecek diisiisler gibi durumlar ¢ocuklarin hayatinda
biiyilk degisiklikler yaratmakta ve bu cocuklarin bir¢ogunu calismaya mahkiim etmektedir. Okula
gidememenin ve ¢alismak zorunda olmanin c¢ocuklarin iizerinde yaratacagi travmalarin zaten gogiin
halihazirda yaratmis oldugu travmaya eklendigi diisiiniildiigiinde ¢ocuklarin travma sonrasi stres bozuklugu
rahatsizligina yakalanmalar1 yiiksek ihtimaldir. Travma sonrasi stres bozuklugunun da giderilmesinde
oyun oynamanin biiyiik bir rolii oldugu kanitlanmistir. Yapilan aragtirmalar dogrultusunda oyunun gégmen
cocuklarin hayatlarini tekrar diizene sokacak ve travma sonrasi stres bozukluklarini giderebilecek bir arag
olarak kullanilabilecegi goriilmektedir. Cocuga verilmis bir hak olan oyunun ¢ocuklara ulastirilmasinda ve
bunun diizenlenmesinde yetki yerel yonetimlere birakilmig durumdadir fakat yerel yonetimlerin yetkilerini
tam olarak kullanamadiklar1 ve oyun imkanimi saglamak icin bazi stratejilere ihtiyaclari oldugu
goriilmektedir. Literatiirde yapilan aragtirmalar sonucunda farkli afet durumlarinda kullanilmig ii¢ farkl
oyun saglama stratejisinin Tiirkiye’deki siginmact ¢ocuklar i¢in uygun olacag: diisliniilmiis ve bu makalede
lic strateji lizerine tartigmalar yiiriitiilmistir. Bu yontemler; Macera oyun alanlari, oyun pick-up /
kamyonetleri ve kapali oyun alanlarinin saglanmasi olarak siralanabilir. Bu oyun saglama stratejilerinin
tamaminin ortak yonii ¢ok diigiikk biitceli stratejiler olmalar1 ve yerel yonetimlere ekstra bir yiik
getirmeyecek sekilde organize edilebilmeleridir. Ornegin macera oyun alanlar1 Suriyeli miiltecilerin yogun
olarak yasadiklar1 bolgelerdeki herhangi bir arsa iizerine geri doniistliriilmiis malzemeler kullanilarak
kolayca olusturulabilecek alanlardir. Bunlarin yapiminda ve yonetiminde de sivil toplum kuruluslari ve
goniilliilerden yardim alinabilir. Ote yandan oyun kamyonetleri biraz daha maliyetli bir oyun saglama araci
olmakla birlikte, mobil olmast ve farkli bolgelere oyunu gotiirebilmesi avantajlart diigiiniildiigiinde bu
maliyetlere degecek bir oyun saglama sekli olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Ayrica olusturulacak oyun
kamyonetleri diger ¢esitli oyun imkanlarinin kurgulanamadigi dar ve sikisik alanlara oyun imkanim
gotiirebilmek i¢in de oldukga kullanigh bir oyun saglama metodudur. Buna ek olarak istihdam edildikleri
bdlgede isleri bittigi takdirde farkli bdlgelere yonlendirilme veya ileride farkl illerde gergeklesebilecek
dogal kaynakli afet ve krizler sonrasinda da kullanilabilecek bir ara¢ olmasi dolayisi ile dnemli bir yere
sahiptir. Bunlarin disinda kurgulanabilecek kapali oyun alanlar1 da 6zellikle kig aylarinda ya da hava
sartlarinin y1l boyu daha sert seyrettigi bolgelerde diisiiniilmesi gereken bir oyun saglama metodu olarak
kargimiza cikmaktadir. Yerel yonetimlere ait kapali mekanlarda yapilabilecegi gibi, 6zel kisilere ait
mekanlarin kiralanmasi ya da bagis yolu ile birka¢ ayligina elde edilmesi seklinde de organize
edilebilmektedirler. Ozellikle bagis yolu ile elde edilen mekanlarda kurulacak olan oyun alanlar1 yerel
yonetimlere ek yiikk getirmeyecek ve bu alanlara konulan oyun ekipmanlari bu alanlar islevini
tamamladiklarinda agik havada ¢cocuk oyun alanlarina nakledilebileceklerdir.
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