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Abstract: Depata are among the important changes in the traditional cultural structure that
emerged during the Early Bronze Age III. Depata were discovered in the Aegean islands, the
Balkan Peninsula, Central and South-eastern Anatolia and Northern Syria. In Seyitémer Mound
located in Midwestern Anatolia, the Early Bronze Age, which represents the 5th cultural layer, is
studied in three phases. Various depata, classified among different forms and wares, were dis-
covered in the mentioned phases. The specifications and finding contexts of the depata atre
given along with typological considerations.

SEYITOMER HOYUK’TEN BiR GRUP DEPAS AMPHIKYPELLON

Anahtar Kelimeler: Bat: Anadolu ® Erken Tung Cagr © Seyitomer Hoyiik * Depas

Ozet: Erken Tung Gagt IT’de geleneksel kiiltirde gerceklesen yeniliklerin basinda depaslar
gelmektedir. Depaslarin Ege Adalar’nda, Balkan Yarimadas’nda, Orta ve Guneydogu Anado-
lwda ve Kuzey Suriye’de ele gectigi goriilmektedir. I¢ Batt Anadolu’da yer alan Seyitémer Ho-
yuk’te V. Tabakay1 olusturan Erken Tung Cag 111, ti¢ evreye ayrilmaktadir. S6z konusu evrelerde
cesitli form ve mal gruplari ile stniflandirilan depaslar ele ge¢mistir. Bu depaslarin form 6zellikleri
ve buluntu kontekstleri verilerek, tipolojik ayrimlara gidilmistir.
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A Group of Depas Amphikypellon from Seyitimer Mound

“Depas amphikypellon” means two-
handled drinking vessel'. The depata
were discovered in the Aegean islands,
the Balkan Peninsula, Central and South-
eastern Anatolia and Northern Syria’.
The mentioned cup was first unearthed
in Troia IIc’. It is also known that the
depas was among the major changes that
took place in traditional culture in Early
Bronze Age III'. Both the increasing
number of finds and the location of the
cups suggest that this Western Anatolian
cup was not only used as a libation but
for everyday use, as well.

The depata were discovered in Sey-
itomer Mound located in Seyitomer Lig-
nite Company’s reserve zone in the prov-
ince of Kiitahya within the borders of the
old town of Seyitomer. In 1989 the direc-
tor and staff of the Eskisehir Museum
were the first to excavate the site, which
was followed in 1990, by the director and
staff of the Afyon Museum”’. The present
rescue excavations that started in 2006
were initiated by Dumlupinar University,
Archaeology Department under the di-
rection of Professor A. Nejat Bilgen. It is
considered that settlement at the mound
ranges from Early Bronze to Roman pe-
riods’.

The Seyitémer Mound Early Bronze
Age III layer has three phases. The de-
pata discovered from the mentioned
phases were analysed with particular em-

Schliemann 1884, 155-165.

Akdeniz 2001, 20.

Blegen et al. 1951, Fig. 59a.

Efe 2004, 22.

Aydin 1991, 191-204; Topbas 1992, 11-34; Topbas
1993, 1-30; Topbas 1994, 297-310; Tlash 1996, 1-20.
6 Bilgen et al. 2010, 348-349; Bilgen et al. 2011a, 368;
Bilgen et al. 2011b, 373-571.
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phasis on their typological differences.
This study, which investigates 13 depata
discovered between 2009 and 2012, high-
lights the place and influence of Seyit-
omer Mound depata in Western Anatolia.

Spanos typologically divided the de-
pata into certain groups’. It was deter-
mined that the depata from Seyitomer
Mound have some differences in terms
of both form and surface procedures.
Considering the properties of the earth-
enware, the pottery can be classified as
grey, orange-red, tile-brown and buff
wares. Considering their forms they can
be classified into seven groups.

Type 1 (Depas 1, 2, 3)

These depata have a thin cylindrical
form and a flat base. The handles have
circular cross section. Depata 1 and 2
have grooves. Depata 1 and 3 have a
band of slip on the inner side of the rim.

DEPAS 1 (Drawing 1, Figure 1)
Inventory Nr: S.0.10 4093

Dimensions: Height: 20.3 cm., rim
diameter: 8cm., base diameter: 1,4 cm.

Description

It has a flaring rim over a thin-
cylindrical body and twin handles extend-
ing from the lower neck to just above the
base. It has seven rows of grooves start-
ing from the neck. The paste is light
brown (7,5 YR 7/4), with a dark brick-
brown slip (2,5 YR 5/6). The depas is
burnished over the slip. The inner rim is
washed in a band. The paste is grit and
mica tempered. It is wheel-made.

7 For the form typology of depata see Spanos 1972.
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Parallels (Table 1)

The depas resembles the depas dis-
covered at Troia Hg8 phase with regards
to its thin-cylindrical and grooved body.
Moreover, since it is closer to Pisidian
type depata due to its grooved body’, it is
also comparable to depata discovered at
Kiillioba'’, Harmanéren-Gondarle! and
Kaklik Mevkii'?.

DEPAS 2 (Drawing 2, Figure 2)
Inventory Nr.: S.O. 12 1950

Dimensions: Height: 13.8 cm., base
diameter: 2.3 cm.

Description

It has a long cylindrical body narrow-
ing towards the flat base. There are three
rows of chamfer decorations around the
body and the neck and four rows near
the base. The paste is buff coloured (2,5
YR 7/6), with a reddish brown slip (2,5
YR 5/8) and burnished. The paste is
sand, grit, mica and chamotte tempered.
It is wheel-made.

Parallels (Table 1)

It resembles a depas discovered at
Bozuytik because of its cylindrical body
and decoration elements".

DEPAS 3 (Drawing 3, Figure 3)

Inventory Nr: S.0.11 2999

Dimensions: Height: 18.3 cm., rim
diameter: 6.8 cm., base diameter: 0.7 cm.

8 Blegen et al. 1950, PL 381, 35.580.

9 Yimaz 2010, 47; Akdeniz 2001, 19-25.
10 Efe — Turkteki 2011, Kat. 373.

11 Ozsait 2000, Res.5.

12 Topbas et al. 1998, Fig.64, 196.

13 Efe 1988, 164, Taf. 64/1.
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Description

This sample has a flaring direct rim, a
thin-long conical body narrowing to-
wards the flat base. It has vertical twin
handles with circular cross-section ex-
tending from the body to just above the
base. The paste is light brick-brown (2,5
YR 6/6), with orange-red slip (10R 6/8).
The inner side of the rim has a band of
slip. The paste is mica, sand, and lime-
stone tempered. It was shaped over a
wheel.

Parallels (Table 1)

It resembles depata from Troia layers
1d", Ig® and MIf°, Karaagactepe',
Aphrodisias'®, a depas purchased by Usak
Museum' and depata discovered at Sy-
ros-Kastri® and Baklatepe21 in view of its
slightly out-turned rim and long cylindri-
cal form. It can also be compared to a
depas at Kiilliioba™ and Kiiltepe™. It is
also similar to a depas included in the
Sadberk Hanim Museum collection®.

Type 2 (Depas 4, 5, 6)
These depata have short cylindrical
and conical bodies. Depata 5 and 6 have

a base, and all three depata are distin-
guishingly grooved.

14 Blegen et al. 1950, P1.381/36.857; Podzuweit 1979,
Lev.9.

15 Blegen et al. 1950, 230, P1. 381/35.579, 381.35.599.

16 Blegen et al. 1951, PL. 67:35.416.

17 Demangel 1926, Fig. 76/2 No.152.

18 Kadish 1969, P1. 25, Fig.18.

19 Hiuryilmaz 1995, 180, Sek. 2.

20 Bossert 1967, Sek.4.6.

21 Ozkan — Erkanal 1999, 18, Res.17; Sahoglu 2005,
Fig.4.

22 Efe 1999, 174, Ciz.4/3.

25 Ozgiic 1957, Res. 28.

24 Ustiin-Tiirkteki — Hirmiizli 2007, Kat. 1.
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DEPAS 4 (Drawing 4, Figure 4)
Inventory Nr: S.0.09 1506

Dimensions: Height: 12,8 cm., rim
diameter: 7,8 cm., base diameter: 0,6 cm.

Description

It has a flaring rim, a cylindrical body
towards the base, and twin handles ex-
tending from the lower neck to just
above the base. There are three rows of
grooves on lower neck, three rows in
lower body and two rows over the base.
The paste is cream coloured (2,5 YR
6/6), and buff washed (10 YR 8/3).
Small traces of burnish are observed on
the wash. The paste is sand, limestone,
and mica tempered. It is handmade.

Parallels (Table 1)

It resembles a depas from Troia,
layer 1Ig” in terms of form but it has a
base. It also resembles a depas purchased
by Izmir Archaeological Museum™ and a
depas purchased by Usak Museum®’ con-
sidering its grooved body.

DEPAS 5 (Drawing 5, Figure 5)
Inventory Nr.: S.0.12 1134

Dimensions: Height: 9.9 cm., rim
diameter: 7.9 cm., base diameter: 3 cm.

Description

It has a slightly flaring rim over a
thin cylindrical body and base. Both ends
of the handles are ornamented with three
rows of incised horizontal grooves sur-
rounding the body. The paste is cream
coloured (10 YR 7/3), with a light brown
surface (10 YR 7/4), and the depas is

25 Blegen et al. 1950, Pl 382, 35.841.
26 Aykurt — Kaya 2005, Res.1, Ciz.1.
27 Hiryilmaz 1995, 182, Sek.4.

burnished. The paste is sand, chamotte,
mica and grit tempered. It is wheel-made.

Parallels (Table 1)

It resembles three forms discovered
at Kiltepe that were classified as gob-
lets® in view of its conical body. How-
ever, it is considered that the form dis-
covered at Seyitémer Mound should be
classified as a depas.

DEPAS 6 (Drawing 6, Figure 6)
Inventory Nr.: S.0.12 1133

Dimensions: Height: 11.6 cm., rim
diameter: 6,9 cm., base diameter: 2.4 cm.

Description

It has a slightly flaring rim over a
thin cylindrical body and base. It has
vertical twin handles with circular cross-
section extending from the body to just
above the base. The body is ornamented
with three sets of ornaments comprising
three rows of shallow horizontal grooves
surrounding the body made with incision
technique. The paste is cream (10 Y R
7/3), with a light brown surface (10 YR
7/4), and the depas is butrnished. The
paste is sand, limestone, chamotte, mica
and grit tempered. It is wheel-made.

Parallels (Table 1)

It resembles a depas discovered at
Beycesultan considering its slightly out-
turned from and the grooves on its
body™.

Type 3 (Depas 7, 8, 9)

This type of depata slightly narrows
toward the base. Depas 7, which was
classified among flat based depata, has a

28 Ozgiic 1986, Fig 3.28, Fig 3.29, Fig 3.30.
29 Lloyd — Mellaart 1962, Fig. P.52.21.
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decorative band of slip on the inner side
of the rim.

DEPAS 7 (Drawing 7, Figure 7)
Inventory Nr: S.0.10 2189

Dimensions: Height: 10, 5cm., rim
diameter: 6.3 cm., base diameter: 2 cm.

Description

It has a flaring rim, a cylindrical body
slightly narrowing towards the base, two
vertical handles extending from the body
to just above the base. The paste is brick
coloured (5 YR 7/8); with orange-red slip
(2.5 YR 6/8). The inner rim is washed in
a band. The paste is tempered with grit,
sand and mica. It is handmade.

Parallels (Table 2)

In view of its short body, it resem-
bles the depata discovered at Troia Ilg
phase™, Aphrodisias™, Titris Hoyiik™,
and Baklatepe™.

DEPAS 8 (Drawing 8, Figure 8)

Inventory Nr: S.0.10 2312

Dimensions: Height: 14,6 cm., rim
diameter: 7,2 cm., base diameter: 1,2 cm.

Description

It has a flaring rim over a cylindrical
body narrowing towards the flat base.
The paste is dark grey (2,5 Y 3/1),
washed with the same (2,5 Y 3/1). The
paste is limestone, mica and grit tem-
pered. It is wheel-made.

Parallels (Table 2)

This depas which has a thin-
cylindrical body resembles a depas pur-
chased by Izmir Archaeological Mu-

30 Blegen et al. 1950, PL. 382/35.841; Lev. 382/35.602.
31 Kadish 1969, P1. 27, Fig, 28.

2 Algaze — Misir 1993, 163, Fig. 15.

% Sahoglu 2005, Fig.5.
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seam™ and depata from Poliochni®, Sy-
ros-Kastri”® and Keos-Ayia Irini”’. More-
ovet, it is also comparable to a depas in-
cluded in the Sadberk Hanim Museum
collection™.

DEPAS 9 (Drawing 9, Figure 9)
Inventory Nr: S.0.12 775

Dimensions: Height: 14.1cm., rim
diameter: 6.3 cm., base diameter: 2 cm.

Decsription

It has a flaring rim over a conical
body slightly narrowing towards the flat
base. It has vertical handles extending
from the body to just above the base.
Tha paste is brown-brick (10 YR 6/2),
with brown (10 YR 5/3) slip. The surface
is slightly burnished. The paste is tem-
pered with sand, limestone and grit. The
handles and rim were missing and re-
stored using gypsum plaster. It is wheel-
made.

Parallels (Table 2)

Considering its form properties it is
comparable to depata from Troia 1Ig”
and Troia II". Moreover, its slightly
rounded base resembles depata from
Aharkéy"! and Burdur Museum™.

Type 4 (Depas 10)
This flute formed type is represented

by a single item. This depas has a stran-
gled body and a flat base.

3 Aykurt — Kaya 2005, 3, 4, Ciz.2.

35 Bernabo-Brea 1976, 58, 251-252, Taf. CXCI/c.
36 Bossert 1967, 69, Abb. 4/4.

37 Wilson 1999, 127, PL. 33 II1-340, P1. 87 I11-340.
38 Ustiin-Tiirkteki — Hiirmiizli 2007, Kat.3.

3 Blegen et al. 1950, P1. 381, 36.856.

40 Blegen et al. 1951, PL. 67, 34.277.

41 Efe 1988, 164, Taf. 64, No.5.

42 Hiuryilmaz 2001, 346, 347, Sek. 3.
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DEPAS 10 (Drawing 10, Figure 10)
Inventory Nr: S.0.09 2135

Dimensions: Height: 10.1 cm., base
diameter: 2.4 cm.

Description

It has a cylindrical flute form with a
strangled body, a narrow plane base and
has vertical handle knobs on both sides.
It is made of a greyish brown paste (5 YR
6/3), with a glossy grey (2.5 YR 4/1)
burnished surface. The paste is sand
tempered. The part of the body that con-
tinues towards the rim and almost all of
the handles are missing. The body was
formed using coiling method and then
smoothed on a wheel.

Parallels (Table 2)

Its cylindrical flute form is compara-
ble to depata from Troia IIg" and TVb*
phases. It is also comparable to a depas
fragment from Kiilliioba I1IB* phase in
terms of the coiling method used for
shaping the depas.

Type 5 (Depas 11)

This type represents the form with
the largest body. This round based depas
has a decorative band of slip on the inner
side of the rim.

DEPAS 11 (Drawing 11, Figure 11)
Inventory Nr: S.0.11 66

Dimensions: Height: 26.6 cm., rim
diameter: 12.1 cm., base diameter: 1.1 cm.

Description

It has vertical direct rim with a cylin-
drical body slightly narrowing towards

43 Blegen et al. 1950, PL. 382/35.600.
44 Podzuweit 1979, Taf. 9.
5 Tirkteki 2010, 162, Res. 85, Lev.9/1.

o~

the round base, has two vertical handles
with circular cross section which extend
from the body to just above the base.
The paste is light brown-brick (5 YR
7/6); with orange red slip (2.5 YR 6/8).
The inner rim is washed in a band. The
paste is grit, mica, sand and chamotte
tempered. It is handmade.

Parallels (Table 2)

Although the sample from Seyitomer
has a wider body it is comparable to
some of the depata from Kiilliioba®.
Moreover, it is very similar to depata
from Troia IIg" layer and Nevsehir Mu-
seum™ due to its simple rim and size.

Type 6 (Depas 12)
This squat depas has a carinated

body. It has a decorative band of slip on
the inner side of the rim.

DEPAS 12 (Drawing 12, Figure 12)
Inventory Nr: S.0.11 2226

Dimensions: Height: 10.5 cm., rim
diameter: 6.5 cm., base diameter: 1cm.

Description

It has a direct rim, squat body, and
pointed base. The handles, which have a
circular cross-section, extend from the
body to just above the base. The paste is
light brown-brick, (2.5 YR 6/6), with
brown-brick slip (10 R 5/6), and bur-
nished over the wash. The inner rim is
washed in a band. The paste is mica, grit
and sand tempered. It is wheel-made.

46 Efe-Ay 2001, Res. 23; Efe 2004, Fig.5; Turkteki
2004, Lev.17, Ciz.3.

47 Blegen et al. 1950, PL. 382, 35.425.

48 Schachner — Schachner 1995, 309, Res.4.
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Parallels (Table 2)

Given that squat depata are rare, it is
comparable to depata from Troia 1"
and Gozliikule™ in terms of its body.

Type 7 (Depas 13)
The body of this cylindrical depas is

slightly carinated. The bottom part is
concave.

DEPAS 13 (Drawing 13, Figure 13)
Inventory Nr.: S.0.12 2294

Dimensions: Height: 14.1 cm., rim
diameter: 6.4 cm., base diameter: 2.5 cm.

Description

It has a flaring rim over a cylindrical
body and an elevated slightly concave
base. It has chamfer decorations over the
body. The paste is light brown (10 YR
6/3), with orange slip (7.5 YR 6/6), and
the depas is burnished. The paste is sand
and grit tempered. There is a potter
marker below the rim with wash. It is
wheel-made.

Parallels (Table 2)

The mentioned form is comparable
to a depas from Beycesultan in view of its
out-turned rim and groove551.

Evaluation

It can be asserted that both a well-
organized social life was possible within
the settlements and trade relations started
to increase among different settlements
with the developing metallurgical tech-
nology during the Early Bronze Age. The
repertory of vessels widened especially
with the increasing and extensive use of
wheels during the Early Bronze Age III.

49 Podzuweit 1979, Taf. 9.
50 Goldman 1956, Fig.266, 494.
51 Lloyd — Mellaart 1962, Fig. P.52,17.
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The distribution of discovered vessels
point at similar cups dispersed over a
wide geography. This supports the notion
that trade activities were realised on a sys-
tematic basis.

As an important centre in Inner
Western Anatolia, Seyitomer Mound is
located on the trade road marked by T.
Efe as a caravan route™. The depata from
Seyitomer Mound which signal the exis-
tence of trade are observed in different
wares of orange-red, orange, grey, buff,
brown, brown, light brown, reddish
brown, brown-brick colouts.

The depata from Seyitémer Mound
might also be classified according to the
diversity of the paste used. The paste
used in depata 8 and 10 is grey, 4, 5, 6 is
cream, 7 is brick, 1, 13 is light brown, 3,
9, 11 and 12 is brown-brick, 2 is buff
coloured.

Considering the context of the de-
pata discovered; the depata 4, 7, 10 were
discovered in the embankment of their
respective phases while depata 1, 2, 3, 5,
6, 8,9, 11, 12, 13 were discovered 7n situ.
The depata discovered nearby the daily
used ware were discovered inside living
spaces. Depas 11, the largest depas
found, was discovered in the storage
room of the palace complex located in
the western part of the mound, in Phase
B. This palace, which probably belonged
to an elder living at the Mound, contains
many rooms where important finds such
as cylinder seals from Mesopotamia were
discovered™.

52 Efe 2004, 22.
53 Bilgen et al. 2013, 111.
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Graph 1: Ware of the depata from Seyitomer Mound
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Graph 2 (Distribution of depas from Seyitomer Mound by phases)

When we consider the distribution of
the depas at Seyitomer Mound Eatly
Bronze Age III by three phases, it is ob-
served that more depas were discovered
in the phase B. However, the excavation
Phase C still continues and the number
of depas discovered at this phase might
increase.

Considering the parallels of depata
discovered at Seyitémer Mound it can be
stated that; Depas 1, which has a thin-

cylindrical body and grooves belongs to
the Pisidian group. The short, cylindrical
bodied Depas 2 was produced in Inner
Central Anatolia. Depas 3, which has a
thin-long body is the most commonly
used depata especially observed in West-
ern Anatolia. It was discovered that the
grooved Depas 4 is observed both in
Western Anatolia and Inner Western
Anatolia. Depas 5, which has a base and a
grooved conical body exhibits Central
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Anatolian characteristics. Depas 6 which
has a grooved base has Inner Central
Anatolian characteristics. Depas 7 which
has a short body originates from Western
Anatolia but it is dispersed in Southern
and South-eastern Anatolia. Depas 8
which has a thin, cylindrical body was
mostly used in Western Anatolia and Ae-
gean islands. The thin-short bodied De-
pas 9 was produced in Western Anatolia.
Depas 10 which has a cylindrical flute
shaped body was dispersed mainly in
Western Anatolia. Depas 11 which has a
wide-long body was produced in Western
and Central Anatolia. The squat Depas
12 is a rare sample which has parallels
only in Troia and Gozlikule. Depas 13,
the other cylindrical bodied concave
based depas, carries Inner Western Ana-
tolian characteristics.

The external wash applied to the in-
ner side of the rim at depata 1, 3, 7, 11
and 12 indicate that these were produced
in line with the Troas region style. How-
ever, considering the wash and paste
properties of the mentioned depata they
clearly exhibit local characteristics of Sey-
itdmer Mound wares just like depata 2, 3,
4, 6, 9, 7 and 13. Having observed that
depata 5, 8 and 10 depata from Seyitomer
Mound EB III pottery characteristics; it
was considered that these might have ar-
rived at Seyitomer through trade.

Considering all the mentioned char-
acteristics, it might be asserted that the
depata from Seyitomer Mound exhibit
characteristics of Western Anatolia in ac-
cordance with the location of the mound.
Moreover, the resemblances with samples
from Troia support the commercial and
social proximity with Troia. Moving from
this point, it would be possible to assert

A. N. Bilgen— A. Kuru

that Seyitomer Mound played an impor-
tant role in the dispersion of the depas
form in Central, Southern and South-
eastern Anatolia.

It is considered that a clearer under-
standing of the relationships among the
finds could be achieved after the comple-
tion of the Early Bronze Age excavations
at the mound.
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