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IEWS ON THE PROBLEMS OF AZERBAIJAN EDUCATION 
SYSTEM AFTER INDEPENDENCE 

 
Abstract 

It may reveal some implementation problems or pedagogical problems due to the fact that education 
workers are of quantitative magnitude at the national level. It is inevitable that there will be problems in these 
institutions which contain large amounts of human resources. Because, in order to identify the existing problems 
and to have a qualified education, a solution should be found for these problems. 

In this study, it is aimed to determine the opinions of teachers working in primary, secondary and high 
schools affiliated to the Ministry of Education of Azerbaijan Republic, on the problems of post-independence 
Azerbaijani education system. The study was designed in a qualitative method and designed by case study. The 
study group of the study consisted of 110 teachers working in Nakhchivan, Saatli, Baku and Sumgayit cities in the 
2016-2017 academic year. Survey technique was used as data collection tool. The participants were asked to 
explain the five most important problems in the Azerbaijani education system, with their reasons. Descriptive 
method was used to analyze the data. According to the findings, besides the inadequacy of educational resources, 
school facilities and physical conditions (buildings, classrooms); the lowness of teacher salaries, the lack of 
interest of students in the teaching-learning process, the deficiency of methods to measure student achievements 
and the incompetence of teachers are the main problems of the Azerbaijani education system. Social, economic 
and cultural change caused by the transition from the socialist administration model to a democratic 
administration structure are the main factors affecting education in Azerbaijan, which gained independence in 
1991. The negative effects of these factors are still observed. In the light of the findings, it can be said that there 
is considerably a quality problem in the Azerbaijani education system.  
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Tablo 1.  
  N % 
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Tablo 2.  
No Sorunlar f % 

1  -  21 9,2 
2   18 7,9 
3   15 6,6 
4   14 6,1 
5   13 5,7 
6   12 5,3 
7   11 4,8 
8   9 3,9 
9   8 3,5 
10   8 3,5 
11  -  7 3,1 
12   6 2,6 
13  Okul-  6 2,6 
14  Veli-  6 2,6 
15   5 2,2 
16   5 2,2 
17   5 2,2 
18   4 1,9 
19   4 1,9 
20   4 1,9 
21   4 1,9 
22   3 1,3 
23   3 1,3 
24   3 1,3 
25   3 1,3 
26   3 1,3 
27   3 1,3 
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28   3 1,3 
29   2 0,9 
30   2 0,9 
31   2 0,9 
32   2 0,9 
33   2 0,9 
34   1 0,4 
35   1 0,4 
36   1 0,4 
37  Klasik eserlerin  1 0,4 
38   1 0,4 
39   1 0,4 
40   1 0,4 
41   1 0,4 
42   1 0,4 
43   1 0,4 
44   1 0,4 
45   1 0,4 
TOPLAM 228 100 
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EXTENDED SUMMARY 
Today, it is accepted that education is a strategically important field of activity in 

Azerbaijan, which is effective in the development of society and the state in general and which 
forms the basis of development. In the Republic of Azerbaijan, the educational system is secular 
as well as democratic. National and international values form the basis of the education system 

general objectives of education are as follows; To educate citizens and individuals who 
understand their responsibility to the Azerbaijani state; respect the national traditions and 
democratic principles of the people; respect for human rights and freedoms, and are loyal to the 
ideas of patriotism and Azerbaijanis; to prepare modern thoughtful and competing expert staff 
that protect and develop national spiritual and universal values, are able to evaluate enterprises 
and innovations with a broad world view, and possess theoretical and practical knowledge; 
systematic knowledge, skills and habits to be adopted and to increase the residency, education, 
social life, and to p
Kanunu, 2009). 

The system of education of the Republic of Azerbaijan after independence was regulated 
2. This law 

was reformed with the decree 833-IIIQ of the President of Azerbaijan on 19 June 2009. Today, 
the system of education in Azerbaijan is a large system consisting of approximately 4438 
schools, 155940 teachers and 1520186 students (Azerbaycan Devl
Although various arrangements have been made to improve this system, to eliminate existing 
deficiencies and to solve problems, it can be said that the problems still persist in the system of 
education. In this study, it was aim
in the system of education of the country after independence. 

The study has been shaped with the case approach which is one of the qualitative 
research methods. Maximum diversity sampling technique was preferred in order to determine 
the different and specific dimensions of the problems of the system of education. The study 
group of the research consists of 110 teachers working in Baku, Nakhchivan, Saatly and 
Sumgayit provinces of Azerbaijan in 2016-2017 academic year. The questionnaire technique 
was used to collect the data. The survey consists of two parts. In the first part, the demographic 
information of the participants and the fully structured questions were asked. In the second part, 
unstructured questions and participants were asked in writing to identify the five most important 
problems that they see as problems in the system of education of Azerbaijan and to explain 
them together with their reasons. 

According to the perceptions of the teachers participating in the research, the following 
problems are most common in the education system of Azerbaijan; insufficiency of educational 
resources, lack of equipment (building, structure) of the school, low teacher salaries, decrease 
in students' interest in teaching process, lack of method of measuring student achievement, low 
level of teacher quality, problems arising from the applied education program and failure to 
prepare the course in accordance with the student age. 

Teachers also stated that the books were insufficient in explaining the content of the 
course, that the subjects were not related to daily life, problems in the teacher-student 
relationship, nepotism in recruitment, problems in school-family relations, problems arising 
from the relationship between parents and students, teachers were using excessive internet. 
stated that they spend a lot of time and lesson hours are less. 

Teachers also mentioned problems in teacher-student, school-family and parent-student 
relationships. In addition, they stated that the hours of education were insufficient, that the 
books were insufficient to explain the content of the course, that the subjects were not related 
to daily life, that favoritism was used in recruitment, that the students used excessive internet, 
and that the teachers spent a lot of time using social media. 
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It seems quite difficult for the problems mentioned in the study to be related to each 
other and even to be intertwined. For example, the most important course is not prepared in 
accordance with the age of the student in scope, again, among the important problems of the 
students' interest in the teaching process is the reason for the decrease. The financial problem, 
which is one of the problems mentioned, stems from the fact that the education system in 
Azerbaijan has an extremely centralized form of government. Therefore, even if there are partial 
improvements with the opportunities of the schools themselves, it is difficult to decrease the 
physical deficiencies and hardware requirements of the schools unless the resources allocated 
to education are increased. When the findings were evaluated as a whole; It can be stated that 
most of the problems that have existed since the first years of independence still continue. This 
hinders the way of having qualified human capital that can meet the needs of the 21st century. 

Despite the findings and the solution programs available, it can be said that there is still 
a lack of planning in the education system of Azerbaijan. Against this unplanned 
implementation, practitioners should include goals such as reducing school drop-outs, 
prioritizing teacher training policies, increasing the share of education in public expenditures, 
and improving the inspection system to improve the quality of education. Measures should be 
taken to reduce barriers to access to education of girls, poor, rural children, particularly 
disadvantaged groups. These measures are actually a condition of being a social state. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


