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Onsoz

Yurdumuzda her yil iiniversite 6gretim tiyesi olan arkeologlarimiz 45°i askin stirekli kazi
yonetmekte, miize uzmanlarimiz 90 kadar kurtarma kazisi ylirtitmekte, ayrica yine Tiirk
arkeologlar: 70’e yakin ylizey arastirmasi gerceklestirmektedirler. S6z konusu
etkinlikler ile Ttirk bilimadamlar: ¢cok degerli eserler giin 1sigina cikarmakta, ancak
onlarin uluslararasi alanda yayinlanmasini saglayan bilimsel bir dergiden yoksun
bulunmaktadiriar.

Gercekten Tiirk Tarih Kurumu’nun yayinladigi Belleten dergisi pek seyrek olarak
arkeoloji konusuna yer ayirmakta, Ankara Universitesi Dil ve Tarih Cografya
Fakiiltesi’'nin Anadolu dergisi ise ancak kesintilerle cikmaktadir. Istanbul Universitesi
Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Arkeoloji Boliimii de kapsamli ve siirekli bir dergi yayinlama
olanagini bulamamaktadir. Giintimiizde Kiiltlir Bakanlig1r Anitlar ve Miizeler Genel
Mrtidiirliigti'niin her yil yayinladig: Kazi Sonuglar1 Toplantisi dergisi 10 yildan beri her
ne denli muntazam c¢ikmaktaysa da az kapsamli olusu nedeniyle ihtiyaci karsilamaktan
¢ok uzak bulunmaktadir.

Bati1 diinyasinda Almanya, Ingiltere, Amerika, Fransa, Italya, Yunanistan basta olmak
lizere bir¢ok lilkede cegitli arkeolojik konulari igsleyen dergiler yayinlanmaktadir. Bilim
diinyasinda ovgiuye deger énemli yeri olan Tiirk arkeolojisinin de hi¢ olmazsa bir tek
yayin organina biiyiik gereksinmesi vardir. Ancak bu derginin 300-500 sayfadan
olusmasi, bol, giizel resimli olmasi, 6zellikle yabanci dilde yazilmis makaleleri icermesi
ve en onemlisi devamli, kesintisiz yayinlanmasi: gerekmektedir. Boyle bir derginin
yasama gegirilmesi igin giiclii bir kaynak tarafindan finanse edilmesi zorunlulugu
vardir. Sayilar1 her yil artan ve bilimsel konulara ayrilmis biitgesi yetersiz olan
universitelerimizde nitelikli yayinlarin gerceklestirilmesi olanak disidir. Aslinda
Atatiirk’tin  6zellikle arkeoloji konularini islemesi i¢cin kurdugu Tiirk Tarih Kurumu,
boyle bir dergiyi kolaylikla yasatacak gilice sahiptir. Ne var ki 1983°ten beri
devletlestirilen, yeterli parasi ve oOzel matbaasi olan Tiirk Tarih Kurumu, arkeoloji
konularina ilgisiz kalmaktadir.

Bdyle zor bir durumda bulunan Tiirk arkeolojisine yardim arayanlar Tiirkiye Bilimler
Akademisi’ne de basvurdular ve 1997 genel kurul toplantisi sirasinda Akademi Baskani
Prof. Dr. O. Ayhan Cavdar ile yaptiklar1 konusmada Prof. Dr. Ufuk Esin’in bilimsel
yonetimi altinda uluslararasi capta bir arkeoloji dergisi kurulmasi isteminde
bulundular. Aradan kisa bir siire gectikten sonra bu dénemli gérevi TUBA’nin,
TUBITAK'1n da destegini alarak iistlendigini kivancla égrendik. TUBA’nin bu énemli
karar1 ne denli dviilse azdir; ¢tlinkii giiclii ve stirekli bir dergi, Tiirk arkeolojisi icin
oldugu oranda TUBA ve TUBITAK igin de bir prestij konusudur. [k sayisi éniimiizde
olan bu yillik yayin organina éngoériilen kosullar altinda biitiin Tiirk arkeologlarinin,
ozellikle yabanci dillerdeki yazilariyla katkida bulunmalarini bekliyoruz.

Ord. Prof. Dr. Ekrem Akurgal
Tiirkiye Bilimler Akademisi (TUBA) Seref Uyesi

Foreword

The number of archaeological projects run by the members of the Turkish Universities
has been constantly increasing, the number of running projects now exceeding 45.
Moreover, there are over 90 rescue operations being carried out by the staffs of the
Turkish Museums; and each year there are now over 70 surface surveys which are
propagated over various parts of the country. Due to this increased archaeological
activity, extremely Iimportant recoveries are being made by Turkish scientists.
However, they are lacking a scientific journal that would provide them with the
opportunity of being published. Thus, it has not been possible to present their results
to the scientific community.

In fact, the journal Belleten of the Turkish Historical Society (Ttlirk Tarih Kurumu), at
present, rarely gives space to archaeological issues; and the other journal Anadolu
(Anatolia) of the Faculty of Languages, History and Geography of the University of
Ankara, no longer appears regularly. Likewise, there is no regular periodical on
archaeology published through the Faculty of Letters of the University of Istanbul
Although the Annual Excavation Reports published by the General Directorate of the
Museums and Monuments, Ministry of Culture, has now been appearing regularly for 20
years, it is far from meeting our needs, as its coverage is extremely limited.

Throughout the Western World, in countries such as Germany, England, United States,
France, Italy and Greece periodicals covering various issues on archaeology are
regularly being published. Turkish archaeology, which has a praiseworthy place within
the scientific world, needs at least one scholarly periodical of its own capable of
publishing extensive papers well illustrated with appropriate photos and drawings. This
should also be publishing papers in foreign languages. Moreover, it is most important
that it should appear regularly without interruptions. For such a scientific journal to be
published, it needs to be supported by a dependable sponsoring foundation. Nowadays,
1t is becoming more and more difficult to expect any universities, with their increasing
numbers and with the insufficient budgets to publish journals of high quality. Actually,
the Turkish Historical Society, which was found by Atatiirk expressly for the study of
archaeology, has the extensive means to enable such publications; but most regretfully,it
was govermentalized in 1983, and now even though it is sufficiently funded and
bossesses of a printing-house, it no longer keeps an interest in archaeological issues.

To find a solution to the above mentioned problem of Turkish archaeology, some of the
honorary members of the Turkish Academy of Sciences made the proposal during its
general assembly, to publish an archaeological journal; and after consultation with the
President of the Academy Prof Dr.Ayhan Cavdar, Prof Dr. Ufuk Esin has been proposed
as the responsible editor of this publication. Subsequently, we were very glad to hear
that TUBA has taken the necessary decision to conduct this publication with the support
of TUBITAK. This important decision of TUBA is priceless as we are sure that the
periodical will be distinguished among the scholarly world.

Herewith, we invite all our colleagues, especially Turkish archaeologists to contribute to
this journal with their pbapers , particularly those written in foreign languages.

Ord. Prof. Dr. Ekrem AKURGAL
Honorary Member of the Turkish Academy of Sciences (TUBA)




