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MUSTAFA ALPASLAN’IN (1988-2015) ANISINA*®
Feza Giinergun

Tiirkiye, 31 Temmuz 2015 tarihinde elim bir trafik kazasinda kaybettigi
iki gen¢ akademisyenin, Mustafa Alpaslan (d. 1988) ve esi Zisan Giiner
Alpaslan’in (d.1986) yasini tutuyor. Her ikisi de, Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi
Egitim Fakiiltesi’nin gelecek vaat eden iiyeleriydi. Mustafa Alpaslan, aragtirma
gorevlisi olarak atandigi Ocak 2010’dan beri {lkdgretim Boliimii’niin aktif bir
iiyesi oldu. Yiiksek lisans tezinde, matematik tarihinin matematik 6gretiminde
kullanimini incelemekteydi. Kisa siirede meslektaglariyla birlikte, uluslararasi
matematik 6gretimi kongrelerinde (6zelikle ICME ve CERME) bildiri sunmaya
basladi. Bu bildiriler cogunlukla Mustafa Alpaslan’in yiiksek lisans ve doktora
tezi icin arastirdigt konulara dayanmaktaydi. Alpaslan ayrica uluslararasi
iligkilerin kurulmasi ve gelistirilmesi konusunda da aktifti: Kasim 2012
tarihinden bu yana Matematik Tarihi ve Pedagojisi Biilteni’nin Tirkiye’deki
dagitimim iistlenmisti. Prag’da 2015 yilinda diizenlenen CERME-9 kongresi
sirasinda Avrupa Matematik Ogretimi Arastirmalart Dernegi’nin (European
Society for Research in Mathematics Education) yonetim kuruluna segildi.
Arastirma faaliyetleri, onun Tiirkiye’deki kurumlardan (TUBITAK) ve
uluslararasi kuruluslardan (ERME) burs ve 6denek almasina olanak sagladi.

Mustafa Alpaslan’t doktora calismasina (damigman: Cigdem Haser)
basladig1 2011 yilinda tamdim. Profesér Gert Schubring (Bielefeld Universitesi,
Almanya) ve Profesor Ali Sinan Sertéz (Bilkent Universitesi, Tiirkiye), Mustafa
Alpaslan’a Istanbul Universitesi Bilim Tarihi Boliimii ile iletisime gegmesini
tavsiye etmislerdi. Zira arastirmasi, matematik tarihiyle ve de ozellikle
matematik Ogretiminde matematik tarihinin kullanmmiyla ilgiliydi. Mustafa
Alpaslan, 20 Eylil 2011 tarihli ¢ok nazik, miitevazi ve ayn1 zamanda merak
dolu mesajinda, Ortacag Islam ve Osmanli matematikgilerinin ¢alismalarina
olan ilgisini ve bu caligmalar1 matematik Ggretimiyle biitiinlestirme istegini
ifade etmekteydi. Onun 2012 yili basinda Bilim Tarihi Boliimii'ne yaptig: ilk
ziyaret, kisa bir siirede verimli bir isbirligini baglatti. Mustafa, Bilim Tarihi
Boliimii’niin geng arastirmacilariyla iyi iligkiler kurdu ve Bilim Tarihi doktora
programindan “Tiirkiye’de Bilim Dergileri” ve “Tirkiye Bilim Literatiirii”
isimli dersleri aldi. Derslerden birincisi, Tlirk matematik¢i Vidinli Tevfik Pasa
tarafindan 1867 yilinda yaymlanan ve ilk Tirk popiiler bilim dergisi olan
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Mebahis-i Ilmiye’yi tanimasim sagladi. Hem Ortagag islam hem de 19. yiizy1l
Avrupa matematigini konu alan makalelerin bulundugu dergi, hemen onun
ilgisini ¢ekti. Feza Glinergun’un bu dergiyi inceleyen 2007 tarihli ¢alismasi,
dergide yayimlanan makaleleri matematik 6gretiminde kullanma yolunda onu
tesvik etti. M. Alpaslan, G. Schubring ve F. Giinergun tarafindan hazirlanan
ortak bildiri, Mustafa Alpaslan tarafindan Prag’da diizenlenen CERME-9’da
sunuldu. 2015 tarihli bu bildiri, Alpaslan’in son uluslararasi bildirisi oldu.
Kendisinden e-posta mesaji almis olanlar, mesajlarinin altina ekledigi, Henri
Poincaré ve Niels Henrik Abel’in eserlerinden yaptigi alintilan
hatirlayacaklardir. Bu alintilar, onun bilim ve matematik tarihine verdigi énemi
yansitiyordu.

Solda, Mustafa Alpaslan, ilkokul yillarindaki bir milli bayram kutlamasinda
(Bu fotograf M. Alpaslan tarafindan ‘19 Mayis Atatiirk’ii Anma, Spor ve Genglik Bayrami’nda
(19 Mayis 2013) gegmisten bir an1 olarak F. Giinergun’a gonderilmisti);
Sagda, ODTU Egitim Fakiiltesi ilkdgretim Béliimii’ndeki odasinda
(Kaynak: http://users.metu.edu.tr/amustafa/)

Mustafa ve Zisan 2013 yilinda evlenmislerdi ve birkag¢ ay igerisinde bir
bebekleri dogacakti. Aralik 2014’te Ankara’da kendileriyle bulustugumda, her
ikisi de gelecekteki projelerine kaynak olacak 1sildayan fikirlerle doluydular ve
Amerika’da aragtirma yapmak icin yaptiklart burs basvurusu konusunda
umutluydular. Bu burs, trafik kazasindan kisa bir siire once verildi. Mustafa,
dingin ve iyimser bir insandi. O, meslektaslarina karsi gercekten nazikti ve
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onlara yardimci olmaya her zaman hazirdi.  Oliimii dogal bir olgu olarak
gormesine sasirarak sahit olmustum. Bir keresinde, “Hayat bu, zamani1 gelen
gidiyor” demisti. Onun “zaman1” ¢ok erken geldi ve 6liimii ¢cok zamansiz oldu.
Onu matematik Ogretimi ve matematik tarihine yaptig1 katkilarindan dolay:
taniyanlar i¢in, Mustafa Alpaslan gelecek vaat eden genc bir bilim insaniydi.
Arkadaslari, meslektaslar1 ve 6grencileri onu ¢ok 6zleyecekler.

IN MEMORIAM MUSTAFA ALPASLAN (1988-2015)"

Turkey mourns the death of Mustafa Alpaslan and his wife Zisan Giiner
Alpaslan (b.1986), two young academicians who tragically passed away in a
traffic collision on 31 July 2015. Both of them were promising members of the
Faculty of Education, Middle East Technical University (METU, Ankara).
Mustafa Alpaslan became an active member of the Department of Elementary
Education following his nomination as “Graduate Research and Teaching
Assistant” in January 2010. Soon he started a MS thesis on the use of history of
mathematics in elementary mathematics education. He also started to present,
together with his colleagues, papers at the international congresses on
Mathematics Education, especially at ICMEs and CERMEs. These were mostly
based on topics he researched for his MS and PhD theses. Mustafa was also
enthusiastic in establishing and keeping international contacts: He was the
distributor of the History and Pedagogy of Mathematics (HPM) Newsletter for
Turkey, since November 2012. In CERME-9 (Prague, 2015), he was elected
Board Member of the European Society for Research in Mathematics Education
(ERME). His research activities enabled him to receive scholarships and grants
both from Turkish and international institutions (TUBITAK, ERME).

I came to know Mustafa when he undertook his doctoral thesis
(supervisor: Cigdem Haser) in 2011. Professors Gert Schubring (Bielefeld
University, Germany) and Ali Sinan Sertdz (Bilkent University, Turkey) had
advised him to contact the Department of the History of Science, Istanbul
University, because his research was related to the history of mathematics; more
precisely to the use of history of mathematics in mathematics education. In his
very kind and modest but inquiring e-mail dated 20 September 2011, he
revealed his interest in the works of medieval Islamic and Ottoman
mathematicians and his wish to integrate them into mathematics education.
Mustafa’s first visit to the Department of the History of Science, Istanbul, in
early 2012 soon launched a fruitful collaboration. He established good contacts
with the team of young researchers of the department and took two courses
from the doctoral program in HS, namely "Science journals in Turkey” and
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“Scientific literature in Turkey”. The former course introduced to him the first
Turkish popular journal Mebahis-i ilmiyye (Scientific themes) published in 1867
by the Turkish mathematician Vidinli Tevfik Pasha. The journal which included
articles on both medieval Islamic and 19" century European mathematics
immediately attracted his interest. An analysis of the journal published by F.
Gilinergun in 2007 encouraged him to find a way of using its articles in
mathematics education. The joint paper by Alpaslan, Schubring and Giinergun
would be the last paper he presented in an international conference (CERME-9,
Prague, 2015). Those who received e-mails from Mustafa Alpaslan would
surely remember the excerpts from Henri Poincaré and Niels Henrik Abel’s
works, inserted at the bottom of his messages. Those reflected the importance of
history of both science and mathematics in education and for the progress in
sciences.

Mustafa and Zisan got married in 2013 and were looking for the birth of
their child in a few months. When I met them in December 2014 in Ankara,
they were both radiating ideas of future projects and hoping to get funds to do
research in the United States. These funds were granted shortly before the tragic
accident. Mustafa was a quiet and optimistic person. He was genuinely
courteous towards his colleagues and ready to provide assistance. | was often
surprised to witness the serene expression of this young person, who considered
death as a natural phenomenon. He had once said “Such is life, one leaves when
time is called”. His “time” came too early, too untimely. As a promising young
scholar he had conveyed high expectations to all who knew him for his
contributions to mathematics education and the history of mathematics. Mustafa
will be sadly missed by his friends, colleagues and students.
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