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Abstract

Palestine is a crucial and well-known place for haity in general for the region in particular. The
area is important for religious, cultural, politicastrategic and economic matters. Judaism,
Christianity and Islam are connected with the regibhe well-known world empires and cultures
left their ethnic, cultural and/or political marksthe life of regional people. The lucrative energ
stocks are either located or connected with theoregThe strategic location, military and
economic capabilities of Turkey and Israel is digant and noteworthy in the region. They have
played roles in the recent past and it seems thikgontinue to play in the near future. The both
countries relationship required delicate policias tb their domestic and international sensitigitie
There are ethnic and religious rivalries as welpabtical and economic clash of interests in the
region. Alliances and co-operations in variousdseshaped the recent history of the region. The
region seems to be the most interesting arenasolifical, economic, cultural and military
manoeuvres of the influential world and regionalvpos. Turkey and Israel will play their active or
passive roles in the wider scenarios accordancén Wieir influences in regional and/or
international politics. The relationship will befedted either upwards or downwards depending on
their domestic and international perspectives oé tissues. Regional and international

developments are influential in shaping consistesfdyilateral relations and regional peace.
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Introduction

Israeli armed forces have raided on the flotillaichhheaded to Gaza in the Eastern
Mediterranean on 31 May 2010. This Israeli attaekea the way an intense diplomatic
manoeuvres and public demonstrations around thiasrin Turkey: Although this study is
not deal with this issue, nevertheless, it willtiight ‘why did the Turkish leaders react to the
incident so sharply? ‘Why Turkey deal with Israeliated issues in the region and what is the
background of it?’

Israel needed Turkey and the Turkish supports, indemocratic existence in the
South Western Asian Countries (SWAC or ‘the Mid&ast’). The historical and political
developments had taken places before, during aed thaie proclamation of the Republic of
Israel as a ‘state’ in Palestine on 14 May 1948 ingmrtant issue for Turkeylsrael played
a central role in the many SWAC related policiebe TTurkish authorities required that
existence in the regioAThe history of the region and its inhabitants’ iex relationship
evolved and defined the present outcome. The ragioomplexities and internal policies
define the relations between Turkey and Israel. Atad World, regional and/or international
powers have influences in the relations betweesetlwo only ‘democratic’ and ‘non-Arab’
states in the region.

The SWAC was/is an important place because ofeligious, cultural, security and
most importantly to the proximity of lucrative pethemical and hydrocarbon related energy
resources. There are a number of bilateral or fatdtial problems in the region. The clashes
between the Israeli armed forces and the ArabsalesBine was/is the main source of the
problems in the SWAC. Iraq was/is another sourcehef problems which has continues
diversified effects on the regidrThe imperialistic aims and the plans of the Unifdtes of
America (USA), the United Kingdom (UK) and Israeintinue to play important roles on the
regional policies. The roots of the problems are deep, and origifrate a long tangled
history of the region. Recent past and presentldpaeents in the region are indicating that, it
IS not easy to solve or heal the deep wound otdimdlicting sides not only in Palestine and in
Irag but also in the wider sense for the regiomuinber of intellectuals and leading figures
of some intelligent services are speculating altbatpresent situation and its roots of all
troubles in the regiof.

The British imperialistic aims has played crucialer during the process of the
emergence of ‘Israeli state’ in Palestine in the tuarter of 18 and the first half of the 30
centuries. Consequently, potential problems occurred in plaigicular region, as it happened

wherever the British interests went for the rediisaof their imperialistic aim&.Even the
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name, which was given to the region, was accorttinthe British Empire’s strategic and
imperialistic plans, ‘the Middle East'The influential imperialistic powers continuedftame

the potential explosive problems for a creatioracfuitable atmosphere for their continuing
involvement for the survivility of their interesta the region. This brought mutiny, pain,
blood and destruction to those places in whichihese events had taken places for the name
of ‘peace’ and ‘democracy® Nevertheless, ‘even their own people did not beliehat they
were saying or arguing for their crime were/are gotted in the region'! The mass
demonstrations were taken places in the numerowopwaditan cities throughout the world
against the crimes. There is still no convincingderice put forward by the trouble-makers
for the legitimacy of their crimes which is commaiitagainst humanity..In fact, the intruders
are not trying to find such legitimacy or legalfty their crimes as long as their action serves
their countries interests. Nevertheless, the criteftsunrecoverable damage not only in the
minds and hearts of the local people who were tiyreeffected by the mass destruction
campaigns of, so-called ‘the allies’ (the US ané WK), and also a terrifying example for
those powerful and capable nations in the futureake such action if their interest requires
them to do so. Under these circumstances, ‘demgcaad ‘international law’ were damaged
by those nations who are the so-called champiordeténding such notions in the world,

which is difficult to recover and restore them.

Irag War and Its Association with Israel

‘For all those misuse and troubles in the SWAC, elgrm Irag and Palestine, were caused by
chiefly economic, political and strategic interestshe US, the UK and Israel’. This notion
was/is widely respected by the Arab world, majoafythe predominantly Muslim populated
countries and some of the European states. There/are people who committed various
bloody crimes against the inhabitants of the regiad the humanity were/are claiming or
using the Israelis’ occupation of Palestine, or tf& and the UK’s destruction of Irag. It is
argued that American and British military forcesr&vbrought to the region for the realisation
of their imperialistic aims, for the protection amsdstainability of the State of Israel’s
existence in the heart of Muslim populated Arabntdas’® During and after the invasion of
Iraq, the intruders’ crime against humanity, Islamiltures and their representatives, and the
mass destruction campaigns carried out by the ergadiflamed the ever-growing hatreds to
the Western powers and its associates in the retgaael is, as widely regarded, the chief
associated entity and the main reason for all ttseige caused in the SWAC. Turkey and the

Turkish authorities, on the other hand, were alsmbkd from time to time by the different
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groups and powers due to its connection and cotperaith Israel and its allies on the
various matters? This is the fact that Turkey was blamed by somehefArab states and their
inhabitants that ‘Turkey is not playing its roledefend the rights of the Arab world’ and ‘not
creating policies against the interest of the Wasthe region’. Moreover, ‘the Turkish
authorities are cooperating with the western powetke region’. It seems in such arguments
there are some loophole in information exchangéwden the Turkish authorities and the
Arab world about the relations between them.

Turkey wanted and worked for ‘a peaceful and jetieament’ in the region. When the
peace and just settlement achieved in Palestind dinieish relations with Israel and Arab
world will be stronger than as it is. Neverthelemsy moderate authority or people cannot
support whatsoever to those crime-makers, whergvaay take places. Accordingly, the
Turkish authorities tried to exclude themselvegdirinvolvement of the problems. On the
other hand, Turkey worked for moderation betwees ¢bnflicting parties to solve their
differences. The Israeli authorities want recognitof their legitimate existence as a “state”
in the region. Nevertheless, certain conditions, rfgional sensitivities and requirements of
the Arab world had to be met for the recognitiorispéel as a ‘legitimate state’.

On the other hand, Turkey recognised, jdee, Israel as soon as the Israelis
proclamation of their entity as a ‘state’ in 194%is recognition was an important bold step
to take such an action for a predominantly Muslimpyated country” The Turkish
authorities had done this recognition despite tbesitlerable resistance of the domestic
interest groups and the external pressures on tAepresent, as in the past decades, Turkey
will continue to support Israel’s legitimate existe in the region, as one of the requirements
of its fundamental foreign policy principles. TherKish authorities regarded ‘the peaceful
relations’ between the states is one of the funddahesteps forward to the realisation of
bilateral and multilateral interests in the regidihis policy was highlighted in the Mustafa
Kemal Ataturk’s (the founder of Modern Turkey) diot “Yurtta sulh Cihanda Sulh” (Peace
at home peace in the world). The Turkish authajtiberefore, tried to establish peaceful
relations not only in the region but also in theleviworld!® Turkey acted as an arbitrator or a
peace-maker country, and it will continue to doasolong as its cultural, regional and
international stands and situations required iat@ such responsibility. Many international
efforts had taken places to reach a peaceful sedtie between the conflicting parties in the
region and Turkey is also playing its positive parsuch peaceful works. Nevertheless, so
far, the regional powers seem unwilling to achiever-lasting peace due to their historical

mutual hatreds and distrusts, and their long standiythical dreams to achieVe.
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Israel wasl/is asked to be cooperative with theorei countries and respect to the
international law and order in order to remain deg@itimate’ state in the region. Contrary to
this notion might lead to misery and chaotic sitwa in the SWAC. Israel has capacity of
positive as well as negative influences in the paaeking process in the region. This is
because of Israel’s role as one the main playetheoproblems occurring or solution in the
region!® Turkey has relations with Israel and the Arab woflherefore, Turkey might have
influences, one way or another, on the re-constmatf a peaceful settlement between the
Israelis and the Arabs in the region. Such actromfTurkey requires out of its historical,
cultural, strategic, economically and security cgmsnot only for the region but also for
Turkey itself.

Recent developments indicated the need of a deldiptomacy in the Turkish-Israeli
relations. Mutual democratic relations should bstaned by strong economic, military,
political and cultural fields. The (Osmanli) Turgsotected the European Jewry against the
oppression of the European Christians since thecehitury. Such protections were carried
out during the Second World War and after the distabent of the Republic of Isra¥l This
protection was regarded as an evidence of Turkigdrast of the human rights of religious
freedom of expression and the protection of theegg®ed people against their oppressors. At
present, the existence of democratic Turkey if, s8ry important for the security and the

existence of the Israelis continuity in the regin.

Turkish recognition of Israel as a ‘state’
Turkey became the third country after the USA arel $oviet Union, who recognised Israel
as a legitimate state in 1949. This recognition/isathen, should be important for Israel, the
latter countries were/are not close to the regiopatder of Israel, in culturally and
historically. Turkey took considerable radical gslby recognising Israel as a ‘state’, in its
economic, political and military relations not oniyth her neighbouring countries but also in
the wider Muslim-populated world. As a result ofetAurkish recognition of Israel in
Palestine, Turkey suffered in its international remic relations greatly in the following
decades particularly by those with the Arabs.

The Turks have had their own legitimate reasonsnbletheir recognition of Israel.
One of the reasons for the Turkish authorities uppsrt and recognise Israel as a ‘state’
wasl/is, the Turkish needs for peaceful relationthwhe United States in particular and
Western Europe in general. The Turkish recognitidnisrael as a ‘legitimate state’ in

Palestine supported to the acceptance of Turkeg asw member to the NATO by its
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members. The Turkish recognition had two specianrgy and signals to the Western world:

the first one was ‘the new Turkish state has nedigns to the Jewish existence as a ‘state’
in Palestine’, which was denied and resisted duttreglast quarter of the nineteenth and the
first quarter of the twentieth centuries.

The second reason was much more fundamental tleafirgh one, which was the
Turkish authorities’ denial of the bilateral or rialeral religious relations the so-called
‘Islamic’ states of the region. At the same timas tmeant that Turkey is a ‘secular’ and a
‘pragmatic state’ in the region which can coopessith the interest of the Western woffd.

In this regard, Turkey and Israel could have plagextial role against the Soviet imperialistic
policy in the region. Turkey and Israel had agréeat they will work together against any
harmful effects of any third party. So, this wakired of alliance not only between the two
countries but also between Turkey and the Wess WMais, also, an abandonment of the Arab
elimination of Israel and its entity in the regioy Turkey and the Turks.

The relations between Turkey and the Arab worldendistinguished after the First
World War. The Turkish authorities turned theirddo the West and tried to closely follow
with their own practising Western values for theiodernisation of Turke$’ On the other
hand, the Arab world still remaining as they weaad criticising Turkey with the lavish
support and encouragement of the West. The undeiatgs of regional and global issues
were differed between Turkey and the Arab states’egning bodies. The former tried to
identify itself with the West and regarded ‘comnamias evil and the Soviet Union as a
dangerous menace’ while the latter by contrast,aththe West as ‘most serious threat to
their independence and prosperity and Turkey waéséicollaborator of the West with Israel
in the region’. Turkey and Israel were regardeceriopers in the region, emissaries of
western imperialism intent on planting and disseting ideas, notions and beliefs totally
alien to the SWAC® The Arab world and Turkey have their misconcepstiof each other

which waslis still in use(d) as it is recordedtie British official papers in 1967.

Turco-Israeli Relations’ Significance for the Regimal Development

The trend of the Turkish-Israeli relations contidusith its ups and downs developments
depending on regional and international circumstanand requirements. An example for
such developments was experienced in the 1970sTuiHhesh economy suffered as a result
of the petrol crisis of 1974 which was originatdte tArab petrol-producing countries’
boycotts of the Israeli occupation of Palestine taArab-Israeli wars in the 1960s and the

1970s. The Turkish policies towards Israel during 1970s were affected by the economic
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needs of Turkey. The stability of Turkish econongpended on petrol availability from the

Arab countries and the Turkish needs of foreigmenay. The tight situation to find necessary
imports ‘currency needs’ forced the Turkish auttesi to co-operate along the line of the
Arab petrol-exporting countries’ requirements arudigies. This situation forced Turkey to

take some measurements according to the regiodahternational developments.

The petrol embargos had negative effects on Tuskesfationship with Israel during
the years from 1973 up to 1980Nevertheless, during 1991-96 the peaceful anddhe
approach of Israel helped Turkey to re-establisiseclrelationship with Israel. The trade
potential and interaction, and tourism were incedasetween both countries after 1996. The
amount of the trade goods was doubled just in teary 1996-98° Every year approximately
350,000 Israeli tourists are visiting Turk&y Turkey tried to improve mutual cultural,
political, social and economic relations with Idrakcademics, students and medical staff
exchange programmes are already established undamaer of agreements were signed
between the Turkish and Israeli authoritiedNevertheless these programmes are required
further improvement with the support of the bothuminies governmental and non-
Governmental organizatioris.

Israelis’ peaceful relations with her neighboursd areighbouring countries might
improve the present Turkish stands for the favdutsmaelis’ interests in the region. The
Iranian threats to Israel might be reduced by thproved-constructive regional economic
and cultural relations between the regional statszertheless, this would be difficult to
achieve while the regional Arab states and Iraranded Israel as “Little Satan” or ‘the
subordinate of the USA’ (the USA is regarded asg“Biatan”) in the SWAE? Turkey is
willing to support the very existence of the legitzation of the Israeli State in the region
among the Arab countries and the Muslim world. Nthadess, Turkey requests certain
conditions for such stands. These are at leashdtulast if the Israeli authorities should and
must not support the various terrorist groups ardividual terrorists against the Turkish
interests. Further, the Israeli forces should $t@pdestruction of innocent peoples’ territories
in the occupied Gaza strip and the West Bank altidckichildren and elderly Palestinians in
Palestine’

Turkey and Israel are able to demonstrate to theld\Mbat Muslims and Jews can
work, live and cooperate together in a democratid peaceful environment in the region.
The Turkish authorities have demonstrated the pelha®-existences of a number of
ethnicities and religious differences within then@mli State for the centuries long. Even in

Palestine, namely in Jerusalem, the followers af three monotheist religions lived
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peacefully side by side under the Turkish admiat&in®® The peaceful and constructive
bilateral relations can be an example of the capmer and co-existence of two different
civilization representatives, rather than the clashhe civilizations as it expected the so-

called ‘respected’ and ‘well-known’ writers of thiéest.

Turkish needs for an alliance

The European Union (EU) rejected the Turkish applon for a full membership of the
Union which was made in April 1987. The Turkishtearities tried to find strategic alliance
in order to eliminate the feeling of the isolatioy the EU. During the following decade, the
Turkish alliances aimed to elimination of the ‘iegl of isolation in the post cold-war period’.
The establishment of the continuing relations betwelurkey and Israel which is
consequently means the relations between TurkeytlaadJS, and the UK. Through this
relation, Turkey had been able to gain military wrAoow ‘to some extend’, and the military
hardware while ‘real Western’ embargo still goingas a result of different reasofis.

The arising regional and international situationgrev either opportunities or
difficulties for the both countries. A number oflit@ry alliance and agreements were signed
between Turkey and Israel. These alliances mighinterpreted differently depended on
where the interpreters standing. In general, theesl agreements cover such issues as: ‘trade
in military technology; periodic meetings to dissuand evaluate strategic, regional and
global issues; naval cooperation and training;establishment of systems designed to locate
find and rescue pilots; a training program for raid+efuelling.®” Nevertheless, the alliance
meant any comprehensive attack to Israel and Idrdetests might be regarded as they are
directed to Turkey and Turkish interests and vieesa even though the parties declared the
matter is otherwise.

On the other hand, Turco-Israeli alliance in thgioe extended potential hatreds from
some of the regional countries towards Turk&yhe Turkish authorities, by the signing the
alliance, has limited the Turkish foreign policexlbility and political manoeuvres in its
bilateral and multilateral relations in the regidime strategic alliance was made with Israel is
seemed not deeply analysed by the Turkish polickersgadue to the some shortcomings of
internal matters® It seems the alliance’s prime aim was ‘to makek&yran ally to the US’
for the sake of to being an affy.On the other hand, military cooperation and caitakion
was extended to a wide range of subjects, includidgcation, science, culture, environment,

telecommunications, medicine, banking and investsjeand duplicated taxation. Both

Alternatives: Turkish Journal of International Rétms, Vol. 9, No. 2, Summer 2010 31



countries are enjoying a multi-layered relationsbip a number of issues which serves to

strengthen their role in the reconstruction ofréngion.

Economic Relations’ Implication on the Relation

The technological relation wasl/is highly benefidiad the Israeli economy as Turkey was/is
becoming a lucrative market for the Israeli higbhtecommodities. Technological and
scientific relations have possibility to be impraverther in order to become a leading world-
wide producer of high-tech productions. Relatiore @ntinuing on this issue between both
countries’ various Governmental and non-Governmesdmpanies. General expectation on
the relations is the relations should be basedaom jist and mutual interests of the both
countries. Short-, middle- and long-term goals toalse clearly identified in accordance with
the realities of both countries and the regionotder to achieve mutual cooperation there
were some attempts had taken places in the recemts’y The military training and
cooperation agreement was signed on 23 Februar§. 18%ddition to this agreement, the
Defence Industry Agreement was signed on 28 Au$886. Military manoeuvres were hold
between Turkey, Israel and the US as in the nam&eliant Mermaid’ and ‘Anatolian
Eagle’. Nevertheless such actions given birth antaureaction by the neighbouring
countries, namely cooperation and an alliance betv&yria and Greedé Some of the Arab
countries protested and mooned on the Turkish dherelations with Israel. Nevertheless,
nothing substantial actions occurred by them. &éxpected that the alliance between Ankara
and Jerusalem to bring Arab-Israel peace and ragi@ronomic development and stability.
The agreement was signed by the Turkish Prime kiniSecmettin Erbakan whose views
were known as ‘not approval of Israel’s existensatas in the region’. This is an indication
of Turkish pragmatist approach of its foreign rielas*® Military relations wanted to be
improved further by signing the Free Trade Agreenmnl14 March 1996 which produced
positive results in the following yeat$Due to economic crisis in the early 2000s, Turkey
had to cancel $19.5 billion military hardware dedth Israel. The Defence Ministry of Israel

tried to restore the deal.

Conclusion: Turkish-Israel positive Role in the Reonstruction of the Region

Turkish and Israelis’ mutual cooperation in econgmiilitary and political fields could serve
first and foremost for their mutual interests aé thoth countries and for a peaceful settlement
in the region. Necessary requirements for mutualdsgare required an open, fair and honest

policies between the both countries. Any hint ititams and secret plans against the other’'s
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national interests will harm not only the mutuahéfits of the both countries, but also the
wider-regional peaceful relatioff3.

The potential regional threats to Israel and Issamight pose some threats to Turkey
and Turkish citizens due to the nature of Turcad#irrelations, even though these threats
might not be the same degree as they consistsrfaelland Israelis. Turkish bilateral military
and security relations with Israel, is/can leadtil®$eelings from Israel’s traditional enemies
in the region such as from Iran, Syria and so-ddilemdamentalist terrorist group’s.

Israel is trying to form an alliance against itaditional enemies in the region.
Although, Turkey is always ready for peaceful camdive relations, however, Turkey is not
prepared to fight against the Israelis’ enemiel®mag as the Israeli authorities are not obey the
international laws and bilateral relations with Rey, if the threat not cause serious problems
to the Turkish interest€. Turkey can play an active important role in theorestruction of the
SWAC and its stability afterwards. This is the tesfi Turkish geostrategic location, cultural
and religious heritage and its deep historical erpees to deal with regional and
international issue as well as its involvement iarious regional and international
organisations.

Despite a number of the UN members’ recognition Isfel as a ‘state’, the
legitimisation, in the region is still an importassue for the Israelis. So long for the Turkish
authorities, there is no such problem on the legatation of the Republic of Israel. However,
Turkey is experiencing difficulty to defend thedslis’ rights of existence in the region, while
Israel continuing to terrorise Palestine and viotabf International Lav® Israel should help
Turkey for the Turkish stand on the Israeli intéseim the region and in the international
arena. Turkey and Israel have potentials to makerbine region where they situat&dThe
Turkish authorities are pragmatists in their relasi regardless of the related parties, religious
and ethnic affiliations. So, there should be margas of common interest to develop and
cooperate for constructive and peaceful settleraadt stability in the region with Israel as
well as with the rest of the states of the SWACe3h potentials should be used for a
constructive peaceful relation among the regiommalgrs rather than egoistic and self-centric
policies. This might lead to a peaceful settlen@nbng one of the explosive regions of the
world. A strong economic, social, cultural, educasil and military cooperation would be
helpful to create peaceful atmospheres in the regio

It seems that, In order to eliminate the potentiablems in the SWAC, there are
important steps and duties for Israel and Turkeyndertake. First and foremost, Israel

should stop the destruction of Palestine, stopsassation of Palestinian representatives and
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their leaders, stop to build new settlement areathbse continuously invited and encouraged
so-called ‘Jews’ around the Won8 Arabs in Israel were thinking that ‘Israel knowiypgnd
continuously carrying out the destruction and tkeaasinations in the region in order to
manipulate the situation for its expansion, at @nésin Palestine. Israel should stop using
excuses of “terrorist” attacks carried out by itgnocitizens’. It seems the Israeli authorities
intentionally killing innocent Palestinian Arabs ander to force Palestinians to attack to the
Israeli targets® This is a kind of circle continuously fed by therdeli authorities’ non-
cooperative and unconstructive attitudes in théorefpr the continuation of their expansion

for security considerations.

NOTES

" Assistant Professor of International Relations Catlal Bayar University, Manisa-Turkey,
uygula@yahoo.com, an earlier different versionhid article has been presented in “International
Symposium on Turkish Republic 22-24 October 2008Silleyman Demirel University, Isparta
2008.

! There are a number of discussions and news emargislial and written media across the countries
regarding this bloody incident. Some of these ngsi were written by Jews and Israeli supporters
arguing the Israeli authorities’ attack to the iflatand enclave of Gaza and its inhabitants. Gn th
other hand, there are considerable number of \ggtimere against the Israeli forces raid to thellfiot
and Israeli’'s occupation and embargoes of Gazaitandhabitants. These are some of the official,
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campaign-ready-to-fund-new-flotilla [accessed oduBe 2010]; Barry Rubin, ‘The Rolling Stones,
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the-devil [accessed on 3 June 2010]; Robert Tdd, @onvoy Backed Up New Turkish Policy of
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Djavadi, ‘Turkey’s Kissenger’ Leads Foreign Policy Balancing Act’
http://www.rferl.org/content/Turkeys_Kissinger_Lsa&oreignPolicy_Balancing_Act/1865343.html
[accessed on 4 June 2010]; Ron Synovitz ‘Turkegelsrow could signal geopolitical change in
region’
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=7593368&PAGE1=1&PAGE2=67 [accessed on 4 June 2010kp:/www.zaman.com.tr/
haber.do?haberno=991544&title=gazze-gonullusu-ihimsabah-namazini-kilarken-saldirdilar
[accessed on 4 June 2010]; http://www.zaman.cdmaligr.do?haberno=991247&title=ihh-baskani-o-
anlari-anlatti  [accessed on 4 June 2010]; http:xXwamdl.org/main_  Arab_World/
The+Arab+Media%E2%80%99s+Response+to+the+Gazali&lotim [accessed on 4 June 2010].

2 Aharon Cohenlsrael and the Arab World(New York: Funk&Wagnalls 1970): 471. It is notér
that Turkey recognized Israel as a state as iiggested by Amikam Nachmani (1999:3) ‘Turkey was
revenging itself on the Arab revolt in 1916 agaithe Ottoman Empire’. This recognition was much
more complex than it is suggested which will beetyitouched upon by the following pages. Event
though many Jewish writers writing their ideas arduments academically on Turkey, however,
some of them seems under the influence of themi@ti and/or political stands in their writings.
These are clearly seen as in A. Nachmani and BinRubxaggerated comments and arguments on
Turkey and Turkish related subjects.

3 Metin Oztiirk, Tiirkiye ve Ortadgu, (istanbul: Guindgan Yayinlari, 1997):31-38.

* Some of the Arab countries were against the Thriiterests in the region. Cyprus issue was one of
such examples to show the tense relationship betwee Arab countries and Turkey. Many Arab
countries supported Greeks against the Turks im@ypause in international bodies. Nevertheless,
the Turkish authorities did not generalize the Aladders’ political stances against the Turks and
Turkey by looking for taking revenge from Arabs alwhb countries as western writers suggested in
their writings. It seems this notion the possitilatted’ and ‘dislike’ between the two ethnicitie® a
fed and encouraged by the Westerns. The Turkidhogties’ stands were neutral and humane in the
relations between the Arab world and any thirdypeatations. So, the bloody conflict between Arabs
and Jews in Palestine solely regarded as a hursaoerity and justice perspectives. Nevertheless, th
new AK Parti government is seeking ‘zero problemalicy with Turkey’s neighbors. Accordingly,
there were some accords made on Turkish foreigoypmwards the region.

® Suat ParlarQrtadazu Vaat Edilmi Topraklar, (istanbul: Bibliotek Yayinlari, 1997):181-235.

® Mahir Kaynak& Emin GiirsesBiyilkk Ortadgu Projesj (istanbul: Tima Yayinlari 8. Baski,
2005):12-9.

" Alan R. Taylor sralin Dogusu (1897-1947 siyonist diplomasinin analjzijanslated into Turkish by
Mesut Karaahan, [stanbul: Pinar Yayinlari, 2001):23-38, 113-30.

8 Aharon Cohenlsrael and the Arab WorldNew York: Funk&Wagnalls, 1970):401-466; S. Parla
1997:69-83.

° This name was/is not suitable to the countrietheregion and in the wider-world geographical,
historical and strategic classifications, excepthose who divided the region accordance with their
militarily classified region (Samuel KatBattleground Fact and Fantasy in Palestifenited States
and Canada: Bantam Books, 1977): 82-116). Nevedbelthis term (was)/is in use(d) by those
powers who designed the old- and the new-world roedbeordance with their economic, political,
military and cultural interests in the region (@iWPonting, World History, a new perspective
(London&Pimblico: Mackays of Chatham PLC, 2001):844

1% Alptekin Dursunglu, Dérdiincii Diinya Sayave Orta D@u, (istanbul: Anka Yayinlari, 2005):66.

' The Conservative Party leader lain Duncan Smitedtin the House of Common that “the British
people do not believe what the British Prime MiaisiTony Blair, says any more. Even his own party
is not supporting his decisions on Irag.” In fattilee beginning of the British offence to Iraq as a
traditional ally of the USA Mr. Duncan Smith offeréiis Conservative Party’s support to Tony Blair
as long as he (Tony Blair) "does the right thingithout proper explanation what the “the right thiin
wasl/is for the British interests. (BBC Radio 4 anMbttp://www.ananova.com/news/
story/sm_760964.html?menu=news.latestheadlinesp6ber 2004).
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12 CNN and BBC World news (October 2005) ‘Lewis "Stb Libby, Vice President Cheney's chief
of staff, is indicted on charges of lying to federavestigators and obstructing justice in the 2@nth

CIA leak investigation.’ Libby, the first sitting Wte House aide charged with a crime in recent
history of America, resigned (http://www.washingpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/linkset/2005/09/29/L12005092901976.Ronl1).
http://www.democracynow.org/article.pl?sid=05/0¥4817207 (31 October 2005). President of the
US said on 28 January 2003 that "The British gavemt has learned that Saddam Hussein recently
sought significant quantities of uranium from A&it at his State of the Union Address

13 Alptekin Dursunglu, Dérdiincii Diinya Sayave Orta D@u, (istanbul: Anka Yayinlari, 2005:62-
67; A. Taylor, 2001:113-30.

4 M. Oztirk, 1997:11-38.

5 Amikam Nachmani, ‘A Triangular Relationship: TuskiIsraeli Cooperation and Its Implications
for Greece’,Cahiers d’études sur la Méditerranée orientale eeirionde turco-iranienNo 28, juin-
décembre 1999 in http://www.ceri-sciencespo.comipatzemoti/textes28/nachmani.pdf [accessed
on 18 June 2010].

'® There are also understandable reasons for thashuakithorities to follow such policy, due to its
tiredness of the years of wars. To avoid any conéind the relative weakness of the armed forces
forced the Turkish leaders to stick such policy.

" Kursat Demirci,Yahudilik ve Dini Cgulculuk (istanbul: Aysigi kitaplari, 2000):50-60.

8 Roger LambelinEnternasyonal Kavga ve Kizil Yahudi Kadtmnslated byismail Kazdal from
French‘Protocols” Des Sages De SidParis 1921,i6tanbul:ihya Yayinlari 3, 1974):133-147.

% Guy S. Goodwin-Gill, ‘The experience of displacemeRefugees and War’, 566-579, in Peter
Liddle, John Bourne and lan Whitehe#ite Great World War 1914-4%olume 1. Lightning Strikes
Twice (London: Harper Collins Publishers, 2000):570-573

% perhaps the following quotation will illustrate atthad been planned and carried out throughout
Europe as one of the so-called ‘civilized’ natidrttee European Union. “... In the autumn of 1941 all
German Jews were transported to the east, wheptabpmits were in readiness to carry out their
dreadful task. Some of these people were practicedierers already, having been engaged in the
gassing of the mentally ill. When Hitler suspentteat operation in August 1941 these ‘mercy killers’
found new employment in the east. For the SS dddiut shooting was too wasteful and harrowing a
method of extermination and ordered gassing inst8adcial camps were constructed at Chelmno,
Belzec, Sobibor, Treblinka, Maidenek and at AusthBirkenau, where gas chambers were built on
Himlers’s orders as early as June 1941. The camprmamdant at Auschwitz calculated in 1945 that
two-and-a-half million Jews had been gassed thedeaafurther half-million had died of hunger and
illness, a total of three million Jews murdereddbpbnd scientifically by ‘Zyklon B’, a gas supplie

by a subsidiary of I.G. Farben...” William Ca&i,History of Germany 1815-199the Fourth Edition,
(Chatham&Kent: Mackays of Chatham PLC, 1991):334.

2L This is particularly true during the Arabs’ boycaof Israel after the Arab-Israel War of 1974.
Turkey struggled to compete against Greece’s demand debates on the Cyprus Issue in the UN by
losing the Arab states’ supports. For a detailextudision on these issues see: Faruk Sonitgzo
Uluslararasi Politika ve Dt Politika Analizi (istanbul: Filiz Kitabevi, 2005); Faruk Sonmghag
Tirk Dis Politikasy, (istanbul: Der Yayinlari, 2006); Alon LieTurkey in the Middle East Oil, Islam
and Politics (London and Boilder: Lyne Rienner Publishers, )00

*2saban Cal, the Role of Identity in the Making of Turkish FgrePolicy (Nottingham: Nottingham
University 1996) Unpublished PhD thesis.

B FO 371/185826.
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4 For an extensive debate and background informatioffurkish westernization and relations with
the Western world see: Halil Erdemifurkish Political History (izmir: Manisa ofset, 2007); Halil
Erdemir,Why Turks Turned Their Faces to the We@tfanisa: Manisa Ofset 2006).

% A, Nachmani, 1999:3.
%0 371/185826.

2" |n fact, the difficulties were the result of Arédrael conflicts in the SWAC. Quoting from Al-
Ghailani: “By October 1973, even before the outkrefthe fourth Arab-Israeli War, international oil
prices had more than doubled. But, following theéaDer 1973 Arab-Israeli War and the subsequent
Arab oil embargo against Israel’s allies, interoadil oil prices were set to escalate still furthigre
world oil market changed significantly between 19@d 1974. The average price of crude oil
increased by 400 per cent between these two yeluma Saleh Al-Ghailanifhe International Oil
Market and the Economy of OmdBwansea: University of Wales Swansea, 1994) blighed PhD
thesis:59.

2 A, Liel, 2001:219-233.
2 A, Nachmani 1999:4.

% The Israeli tourists’ numbers were as follows 804, in 1995, 254,445 in 1996, 263,423 in 1997
and 238,298 in 1998 Esin Giilliigsrail Ulke Rapory IGEME ihracati Gelitirme Merkezi, Etiit
Merkezi, Mart 2000:40.

31 E. Gulluer, 2000:34-37.

% Such interaction between Turkey and Israel mightimproved further by reducing transport
expenditures for exchange staffs, as well as clawapability for various tours for both countries’
citizens. Sportive and cultural activities mustfisanced and eased for an elimination of prejudices
between two nations. Positive images should bedo@st to the both countries by entertainment films
and documentary programmes in their national cHanne

3 Mehmet SarayTurk fran fliskileri, (Ankara: Atatiirk Argtirma Merkezi, 1999): 132, 219, 223, 229;
A. Nachmani, 1999:6. There are some remarks puddisif the Israeli neighboring states in internet
see for further information on www.israelipalestimprocon.org.

3 A. Perlmutter/srail’de Ordu ve Politika (istanbul: Akademi Yayinlari, 1991):62-63.

% S, samil, Yahudi Davasi ve Filistinedited by Cafer Barlasjstanbul: Kitabevi Yayin No.5
Yaylacik Matbaasi, 1991):91; Baki AdanYahudilik ve Hiristiyanlik Acisindan &sr Dinler,
(istanbul: Pinar Yayinlari, 2002):180-187.

3% A. Nachmani, 1999:5.
37 A. Nachmani, 1999:5-6.

% The delicate power balance between the US an&dhéet Union has shifted for the favor of the
former during the 1990s onwards. While regionalntoas making their own strategic alliances, the
Turkish authorities felt that Turkey needed to amtordance to the developments of the region rather
than the previous decades’ cold war policies. Tyrkarned any power which is associate, harbor and
support the separatist terrorist organizationsefohihe PKK, in Turkey and Northern Iraq, will fac
the Turkish unfriendly actions by any means. Iis tleéspect, Syria was warned not to support the PKK
and its head of the organization on 26 January Hfba further warning repeated in October 1998
which produced the capture of the head of the fistr@rganization. This was a sign of Turkish
determination to stop any terrorist activitiestmborders by any means. The civilian and the anifit
authorities determined to finish the long-tangleduble within the southern region and the
neighboring borders of Turkey.
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% Jdeological fundamentalism might limit the fleXibi of a person or institution’s perception ane th
creation of a policy for a given issue. From tiroetitne, the Turkish foreign policy was under the
influence of westernization and/or western mindelicp makers. This paved the way that some of the
policies which were created for Turkey not servederjuired to due to its policy makers’ personal
shortcomings. An analysis regarding the SWAC shaoddlide by an intense scrutiny of Arab and
non-Arab countries’ verbal, written and visual smg of intelligences. Sources limited only in
English will strict to see and understand the putfure of the regional possibilities, opporturstiend
difficulties. The limited English sources might deto interpret issues only by the English speaking
writers’ perspectives which might create fatal miist in the policy-making procedure and the
outcome of such policies. Arabic, Hebrew and Parssamguages should be carefully analyzed in
addition to Turkish and English sources beforak@tany action in the region.

*0 Kamraninan has pointed out the weakness of the Turkiséigorpolicy making procedure by
highlighting not using fully expert and capable gmrs in the foreign ministry representatives in
Turkish embassies. There are ambassadors who aabledo use the language of the countries where
they are serving as an ambassador of Turkey. Thmassadors who need to have direct contact with
the people of the country in which they are workivgre/are not able to use the language. Due to the
luck of local knowledge and languages they are alg to use English as a communication where
they need to collect intelligence for the Turkighiigpy making. This is limiting the gathered
information for policy making.

“1 E. Guvendiren, 2003:58-59.

*2The military agreements are of inestimable varelsraelis in a number of reasons: The contract
to upgrade 54 F-14 jets will boost Israel’s flaggitefense industry and to gain access to priceless
Turkish intelligence on Syrian, Iran and Iraq; teirty able to train in Turkish air space for its air
force.” Amikam Nachmani, ‘A Triangular Relationshipurkish Israeli Cooperation’, 1999:8-10.

43 G. E. Gruen, ‘Turkish-Israeli Relations: Crisis ®@ontinued Cooperation?Jerusalem Center for
Public Affairs, Jerusalem Lett®0.338 28 Tammuz 5756/(15 July 1996):1-2.

4 E. Gulluer, 2000: 34-37; G. E. Gruen, 1996:4..

%5 G. Westerby)n Hostile Territory Business Secrets of a MossahBatant(Diisman Topraklarda
Bir Mossad Ajaninin Ticaret Sirlgri(istanbul: Alkim Yayinevi, 1999):294-296.

* M. Saray, 1999:229,239; G. E. Gruen, 1996:5-8.

*" As George E. Gruen suggested in his article s negotiations with the Palestinians are seen
stall, all parties in the Turkish Parliament maydxpected to blame Israel, as they have in the’past
Turkish Prime Minister, Tayyip Ergan, said that ‘he cannot think other than his ter
http:/www.rferl.org/content/Turkeys_Kissinger_LeaéoreignPolicy Balancing_Act/1865343.html
[accessed on 4 June 2010]; see for further infaamabn this issue in G. E. Gruen, 1996:8;
http://www.gloria-center.org/gloria/2010/06/turkiségime-changes-sides [accessed on 7 June 2010].

*® Turkey always supported any peaceful attempts ambtructive initiatives for lasting peace in
Palestine and in the region as in the Arab lea@uesmit’s suggestions in Beirut in March 2002.

*9 H. Yurtsever,Israil ve Biyilk Ortadgu Projesi Bél-Parcala-Yonetistanbul: Diiince Yayinlari
Cinar Matbaacilik, Nisan 2004):154-156.

*¥ The leaders of Israel were/are inviting the sdecalJews’ to Israel whenever and wherever it veas/i
possible to make such invitation. B. Adam, 2002:298.

*1 The author of this work visited Israel twice (JU@4 and August 2005). A number of interviews
were conducted on the reasons and possible sduabthe continuing problem in Palestine. The
overwhelming majority of Arab interviewees beligyithat the Israeli authorities want this continue
troubles in order to intimidate the Arabs.
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