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A GLASS BOTTLE WITH THREE PINCHED FEET
IN THE MARMARIS MUSEUM
{(Lev. 43)

*Emel Erten

Erken Roma Imparatoriuk doneminde cam iiflemeciliinin yayginlasuigi ve
iiretimin hizla artug goruliir. Turkiye’de yapilan kazilarda ele gecen, miizelerde ve dzel
koleksiyonlarda yer alan camlar, bu dénemde Anadolu’da genellikle dogu Roma tiretimi
camiarla paralellik gosteren bir cam Uretiminin ve yaygin cam kullanimumn varhigim
gostermistir. '

Roma camciliginda bir masa yardim ile sikastirilarak olugturulmus ayaklara sahip
siseler oldukea iyi tamnmaktadirlar. Bunlar, kokulu yag ya da parfim konulmak tzere
kullaniimislardir. Taninan 6rneklerinin cogu ltalya’da, ozellikle de Pompeii’de
saptandigindan; {talya’da olasilikla da Campania’daki cam atdlyelerinde tretilmis
olabilecekleri diisiiniilmektedir. Ancak, ayni tipin dogu Roma topraklarinda ele gecmis
ornekleri de bulunmaktadir. Anadolu’dan ise, Canakkale-Bigadic’te ele gecen ii¢ ayakli
parfium sisesi Istanbul’daki Tiirkiye Sise ve Cam Fabrikalari A.S. koleksiyonundadir. Son
yillarda ise, Marmaris Miizesi koleksiyonuna katilan bir diger drnek ile Anadolu’da
saptanan ayakh parfim siselerinin sayisi ikive cikonstir:

Ayakl parfiim siselerinin tarihlemeleri konusunda eldeki en saglam veri, Veziiv
vanardagi patlamasi (1.5. 79) ile belirlenen terminus ante quem dir. Ancak, bati Roma
ornekleri icin gecerli olabilecek bu veriye karsilik, doguda ele gecen ayakli siseler i¢in
aym saglambikia bir cikis noktasina sahip degiliz. Ote yandan, bunlarin dogudaki yerel
iretimlerini gosteren herhangi bir kamit da bulunmamaktadir. Buna gore, doguda
bulunmus diger ayaki parfiim siseleri gibi, Bigadi¢ ve Marmaris 6rnekleri ya baudan,
olasilikla da italya’dan ithal edilmis, yva da batida cok daha yaygin bir tipin dogu
versiyonlart olarak tiretilmis olmalidirlar, Her iki olasiik durumunda da, bunlarm LS. 1.
yiizyilda dogu ve bati Roma cam atolyelerinin teknolojik ve sanatsal iletisimlerinin bir
sonucu olarak degerlendirilmeleri gerekir,

The early imperial period, especially in the western half of the Roman
empire,was a time when the technique of glassblowing became common and
many glass workshops flourished. In the east, where the technique of
glassblowing was actually discovered!, the forms and varieties of decoration
were relatively limited in this eartier phase.

The glass coming from varicus excavations in Turkey and the types
represented in the private and museum collections in the country, attest to the
widespread use and production of glass vessels in Anatolia during the Roman
period?. Although some minor differences occur, these Anatolian vessel types
mainly share the same patterns found in the other eastern Roman provinces,
such as the Syro-Palestinian area, Cyprus, and the Black Sea region.

Bottles displaying bases with small feet or “toes”, pinched out from the
bottom by a pair of pucellas or tongs® were quite common in Roman glass.
Intended to serve as containers for scented oils and perfumes, they were

"Yrd, Doc. Dr. Emel Erten, Mersinn Unv. Fen-Edebiyat Fak. Arkeoloji Bl Ciftlikkdy Kampiisit Mersin/TURKIYE
1For the invention and spread of glass-blowing see: Avigad 1962, Mazar Dunayevsky 1964, Avigad 1972,
Israeli 1991, p.46-55 : Stern 1999, p.441-483.

2For the use and production of glass in Asia Minor in Roman period see: Platz- Horster 1979, p. 27-31 ;
von Saldern 1980 ; Kocabas 1984 ; Canav 1985 ; Ozgimiis 1989, p40-43 ; Lightfoot 1989 ; Stern
1989 a ; Stern 1989 b ; Lightfoot 1989, Lightfoot 1991, p.107-112,pL.XXIV-XXVI, fig.1-7 ; Erten
Yager 1993 ; Ozet 1998 ; Gurler 1998 ;Baldoni-Berti 1998, p.73-85, 299-300 ; Gurler 1999, p. 15-
21, pli-l; Erten Yagc: 1999 p. 169-183 , pl.35-37 ; Erten 2000, p.170-177 5 pl.35-40; Ozgiimiis
2000.

3Harden 1936, p.16-17.
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largely in use during A.D. 1% century*. There are a number of free blown
bottles on pinched feet in the museums and private collections in Europe, but
many lack recorded findspots or reliable provenances®. Since the majority of
the examples with known findspots come from Italy, especially Pompeii, it is
suggested that they were produced in Italy, probably in Campanian
workshops®.

Yet, archaeological evidence reveals that the type was not unknown in
the Eastern Mediterranean’. Until now, only one bottle on three pinched feet,
made of dark green glass, was recorded from Anatolia, currently in the
Sisecam Glassware Industries Collection, in Istanbul (fig 1). Its provenance is
reported to be Bigadig, Canakkale (in ancient Mysia) , northwestern Turkey?.

A new example of the type, a glass bottle on three pinched feet has
recently been purchased by Marmaris Archaeological Museum (figs.2 -4 ).
Though not an excavation piece, the origin of the bottle must be Anatolian
since the dealer’s collecting activities are limited to Turkey.

The Marmaris bottle (museum inventory number 9.5.99, Height 9.5 cm.;
diameter ca 2.2 cm. ; maximum width of body 3.9 cm.) is made of brownish-
yellow/amber colored glass. Surface displays weathering and overall creamy
iridescence. A large part of the rim and a piece from the body is missing, but
it is possible to make an accurate reconstruction of the shape (figs. 3 and 4).
It has an inward folding rim, and a short, cylindrical neck with a slight
constriction at the base; the body is bulbous with a convex bottom. One of
three original pinched feet is missing.

It was suggested that the eastern examples of the type were generally
taller and had different neck and body proportions compared to the ones found
in Italy®. If such an eastern group exists, the Marmaris Museum bottle with a
height of 9.5cm. and a constricted neck, appears to follow eastern models.

The type must have been common also in Egypt since excavations in
Karanis produced several base fragments of vessels resting on pinched feet.
Unfortunately, none of these fragments are large enough to make a reliable
reconstruction of the whole shape possible. Karanis excavations also yielded
base fragments with three, four, or five feet, or even a ring of many small
feet10.0f particular interest is a yellow glass base from Karanis, number 507,
with three pinched feet, similar to the color of the Marmaris Museum bottle
(fig.5)11. Based on the general resemblance to an intact jar in the British
Museum!?2, the Karanis piece was classified under-the group of “jars”.

4Stern 1976, p. 535 ; Fleming 1997, p.27-34.

5A detailed list of recorded examples of vessels on pinched feet see: Stern 1976, p.527-528; Stern 1977,
p.53.

6Stern 1976, p.534 ; Stern 1977, p.54.

7Stern 1977, p.53-54.

8Canav 1985, p.43, 143, no. 35.

9Stern 1977, p.54.

10Harden 1936, p.219-220,11.3 ; no.678-685.

11Harden 1936, p. 182, no. 507, pl. XVIL

1Z2Harden 1936, p.176, n.6, fig. 3 e.
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Considering its even closer resemblance to the new Marmaris piece, one might
suggest its re-classification instead as a “bottle”.

The fragmentary state of finds from Dura-Europos, Syria also makes it
hard to fully restore them. However, it has been suggested that the glass
vessels, ranging from a few to as many as ten pinched feet around their bases,
belong to the “flask” category. Clairmont thinks that the Dura flasks on
pinched feet were of West Syrian - Egyptian manufacture and dates them to the
A.D. 2nd or 3rd century!3. Although the specimens from Dura do not seem to
be close parallels of the Marmaris or Bigadi¢ bottles, they may be later
examples of the same pinched-feet tradition. This tradition appears to be
represented also by a beaker on a ring of small, pinched feet from Cyprus!4,
suggesting that glass vessels on pinched feet were more common in the eastern
Mediterranean than previously thought, especially during this later periodl!s,

The strongest evidence for dating glass bottles with pinched feet,
however, comes from Pompeii, thanks to the eruption of Vesuvius (A.D. 79),
which is believed to provide the terminus ante quem for the typel®. For
eastern examples, we neither have such a firm benchmark for dating, nor
concrete proof of their local production. Therefore, like the other examples .
from the east, the Marmaris and Bigadic bottles can be regarded either as
direct imports from the west (probably from Italy) , or an eastern version of a
type common in the west. In either case, they were products of a tradition
informed by artistic and technological contacts between western and eastern

glasshouses in A.D ™ century.

Captions for figures:

Fig.1 Canakkale (Bigadic) Bottle - Sisecam Industries Collection (Istanbul) -
Canav 1985, p.43, no.35

Fig.2 Marmaris Museum Bottle (inv. no. 9.5.99)

Fig.3 Marmaris Museum Bottle (inv. no. 9.5.99)

Fig.4 Marmaris Museum Bottle (inv. no. 9.5.99)

Fig.5 Karanis (Egypt) base fragment - Harden 1936, pl.XVIL no.507.

13Clairmont 1963,p. 50-53, n0s.200-222.
14Vessberg 1952, p. 123, pLIV.12.
15Stern 1976. S. 528. ‘

16Stern 1976, p.534.
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