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EFFORTS or AR.\I[;\"IA."Ii ACTlVIST S TU GE T lOGISTlCAL
SL"PPO RT or EG YPT l1XDER OCCl: PATlO =" or RRITlsn D IPIRE

DL'RI="C 1890' S

This paper mostly depcnds upon the Onoman ırehivi.ı dcc umems and
dea!s " ith the activities of the Armeneien mili ıiu in Eg)P)'1during 1890'5.

EeJll wu under occuplllion of British Empire ıfter 18112. This stu.J.t ion
introdUCC'd some geographieal and polilical advantages (or the AnMniıns "'ho
....ere planni ng terrcri sı act i"iı ies in Anııo [ ia and IManbui.

Tbere exisred a smail but organlzed Annenian society in Egypt. Their
population was abouı 30.000 and mcouragc to ArttKnil" acti, ·isu. Morecse r,
Annenians in Eg)pt had impreui..e professions 511Ch LS banka. cnftsmln.
tndcsnwı, dottor. uuepeetee, c1erk. cngin«r. an:hitecıurc 50 thal they had •
800<1 polincal and social levet. The Armen ian acıi ... bıs med LO gel beneflıs

from t.'!eir economk ıınd soci~ 1 ~,.ıU5.

The t\o'tn ts that dC'"c!oped during 1890', under study i~ the
ethnic conscious for the Annenians 'oI.ho livcd in Eı;)-pl. Armenian Kth'isu
C'51.b liskd an organ iulion in Ale:undria and began to use ıh i s harbar ciıy as a
bridge for the ir activhies re transfer money, anns ıınd man power to the
Otloman Empjre.
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A Castle of the Crusader Era

I~m Dt mir1r. t tf' ·

R1\end1n, the caslk in ıouth-<Ut A.,.ıoliı where man} ennl toeıl ptace
during ıhe 11··13· century wın betwccıı Islam and the CruS*lers. is now nol

only deserted, buıle ft LO its Iate. One goes to RI\ end~n cası le by ıhe road from
Glll'iınıep to Kilis. through the town of Bure. The road is asphalıed from
Gwnlep to Bere, the resl bemg sıa bilized . The cesue is 40 km. from
Gazianlep and situated 24 km. nonh·wCS1 ofıhc Kilis towTlship.

The name Rb endin is now known as BelenOzü and is within the
borders of Kilis. Only the casıle is still uııed Rıunda. Accordi ng to the 1990
census the popilaIian is 4~ ıı : . Ine ıniormatian received irom the Rc~iunııl

Apicultun: Board and the Pistachio S UIS Rescm h Inst i ı uıe ~ws us thaı in the
Icwcr regions o f the Bd mözü village, ".h ich fw, w. ter, \ ıegetabln and fru iı are
grcwn. Pomegranate is the main fruı ı of lhe region. Barley ınd wheaı an:: grown
in the rock)' and dı)' parts o f the vi11l ge while in the arid north ıhere an:
pisIM:hio nut uees and \'i~·ards. The climate, like Gaziantep, is dry, ıhe

summcrs are bol.the 'oI. inlcn co ld with \'eı') ' l inle pı-«ipit.ation.

RI\'endln çasıJe is buill on a concial hill, easl of ıhe Afn n streem, near
the BclenOzü viIJage. One can see the region. far and wide, from me bill, The
slopes are steep and do not ıllow eU)' access. The casıle is on • Ibı site on the
peak.nd is surrcanded b)' '01.1111. The 'oI. ı lls are di\MJcd by anglcd or half<irde
10000m i i .....rioo~ d lstlncCi from each ochCf. A grear part of the wılls beve
collapsed and are covered with soil. The main Jııe ofthe casıle looks south and
from the diITerences in construetion and consırucı ion materials. iı is cleer that i ı

was being repa ired from ıime lO ı ime. Inside the eası le. in the eıst. there an:: ıwo
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Aı mi, ıime, the c:asllc. on IM road~ing F..deua and A"ıioçtı. ,,",Il

an importanl PÜS iıı the Afn" u lle)'. The n::ııad from E&üa to Antioc:h
't!"dcbcd from ıbe SkQr weam (contemporal')' Sacir) ""~ of the Euphrllt'i
river. (ntl' Turbnsc l ıill Sinlb (1Od.ıı~ Sinnep ). dıc "'c:ucm tribuwy of Ku\l~~
(ıoda~' Balıl). lhrough. hiP. fiai rcıion . Here, tr1I\'d ling ""&5 eu,.ln contr1lSl,
die area \lot'SI of thc Sinlb suam. ıi li the Afrin mer nllcy, bcinı di\'Nkd b)' the

high ı-h of the calırf (1IO'L'ı Q lled ~ben) rnounuin from nonh LO lOULIa.
KCnJ "'"at onl)-poWbic throuJh ı-o PU.KS.. one DOfttı.. one 1OUth. The 8un;: al
Raüb (T1Il'TU Plumbea) (OI1lnIl~ ..-.ıch on the northem put.. The southcm

pus \OoU fIt'O'ec1csf b>' the 8~nn,jM fcırtreU Hisn Sinıb,. but in ıime, "'bm
Rh nw!in aıde '" il consuveteıd in the wesı, th is c:aslk knc ilı cm inrtK:c and
R.I\mdln IOOL O\"CT thcckfmcc or the pass.. The road ""inded ıouth through the
"mn \,.lIeyand rtSCbed Anl toch CM r the north of Harenc ( Hlrim)" .

During the t\o\'O ) ean of the nıle of Bııd\.l-in of Bouloınc (1091-1100) in
Eden•• ıte name R.I,~n finı appears in the records ofc'o -nıts because of the

epidemic in A"tioch. Afttl' me çonqUCSl of ""ıioch by the Cnıudc:n (l June
1098). in lul)' al)tıhus cpidnnic QUsed ,"Ci)" man) deaths. Wbm the cpidcmic
ıprad lhrough thc cit)', all thc cnıs8dcr ieadcn Icfı Anıioch LO $II"~ thrir ~ins
~ ~ ~J~ ~ ~~~.w_"!; ~~. !~ !..~~ ~. .\!~.:s" fe: ~:
same rason. Godf~' of Bouilloft. neaped 10 the Turbes.sel and RI\mdlıı eitin
that hiı brodıc:r EWd.... in., lhc count of Edcssa, h-.i lCmporarl!) ıi\m LO hirn...
UCftht IU)cd for $OII1Le time.

Aftct this, the menlion of RI\endln il in 1101-1102. Balchıo ia de
8ou1ope. .ftcr ıbt deıth of his brodıc:r God~' de 8ou illon (11 July 11 00),
... hen lCUinı OUI for Jenn.alcm in the fall of 1100.10 tnc hiı pla;:c u lirı~ kft
the ruk of the Edcua courtt). Lo his e«Wn BaJd....in of Le Bouril. In Ihis .....,' .
lile mc achcr CaStIn of mc oouni) , RI\'Cndtn also camc ıındcr the ruk of
Bakhoin of Le Boutı. """"n'n.BaId ....in of Le Bourg lOOk inio hillCOice his

Lo f.. _ ...... Ci ' _ CaIıeıo. a.a. ... l l '''~ 'il Ebum'I'. IS- MOOııe .... prıogı

Mr' .s.I1I . I r'n IW ·:ıotHl!I l .. I IHı o--I"'.l"" LU.. ........."-".,•."" .ı,. IJ, "" ÜO tr. ..... lk1rlc. l~ :\iIO ~

~ . ..... pp:t>ı kltdındıl, 9:rSNd'" cı lD!SıL Kmıwııe 1901. pp..l" ,
51.11 A 11...... _ .. Cn,.b L ı.-ioiı 19115. pp B4 tr. ır- f l" lı %fiır!m I m
Lt\ılUnı 19'" pp IM

ol Alı.e-~. VII. ı ı , "" 'n. ır.., tk/ek. II, pp ıı tr 1l.Gıtııruc< Hıaıjıı dA w ......a dy
rmll!l!l' bnc40 Jl!rlfylcm ,.., 19U'l6.l pp %07, LL"""......~ L "".lll, 1nftI. ı. ,ıı.ı. ı.

pp2' 0, O'''''r\en~~. pp.70 if

cousin Joscclin of Cooncna).u ....ho Md comc lo the casi in 1101 and ....11$

m\O\ioll for his counge. and P\C him the ~8ion \ionl of thc Euphn,ın. as fıcf.

thercforc ı:hc imponarıt QSLJCS in this region such as Tıırbeswl. ·AintJ.b
(' A, lId b). Rh~ (RI\'Cndlrı). C)Trl\1ıı (KOn.ıs), Dulu" (DIUlJk). . 11 fell

undcr JoKe lins' nıkll.

Saıural!)' each of lhcic castln "'as ,nm Lo the command of diffnaıl

Icadcn. From the information ,naı b) Albcnvs Aqumsiı>" and~~ of
E..dcua2ı for w cr \-ean.. ...."1: see Nt the command of Rhaıdlrı ....u ODCC more
in the hands of~ HOYoner. therc is no delinile information as Lo ....hat daıc
cuetly 8apal tool over RJ\cnd1n. Iı migbt Nı\C bccn gi\cn LO him by
Sald.... in of Le 8ourg. &iter 1100. pcrbaps Joscclin. ....ha had ckKer relaıiaM

\Ioiıh the Anncnians, left RJ\-cndJıı ças:ı1c .... hKb .... as undcr his nık in hiı

region. lo Bagm. WC sc'( thatBqnı(s nalcconıinucd unlil 1117.

Unlil 1104. RJ\cndln, m.e the otherçastln in the arn \IoU undcr the nıle

of JOKelin .... bo ()\\ncd !he region. but the ıamc J'e""..... hen the Crusading
.nnin of Ednsa and Anltoch. hopinı push their frontien furthcre~ SC1 out

on • çampaign .pinsı the Mııılim ....orld and in the balı1c of Harran "'h;ch look
pla;:c on 7 Ma)' 1104 the Crusa&n \ioCft bcaıcn b)' the Tıırkish forccs ıındcr dıe

command of Soqman. Artuqk1 emir. and Je"'Cfl11isiı. ataOeg ol MoMoi. in wu.
bank the Ednu umy \IoU dcstfo)cd, Ball:Noin and Joscclin ""eıc l&kcn prisoncr
b) the Tıats. in sudı • situation BoIıcmund, the prince of Amioch. ıOOL 0\'Cf

the iemponr) nık of Edeua oov:nt)' and Ieft his~' Tanaed ia Edeua to
i«io~. HO""nCf ....ben BOMmUnı;L. ICCin, danscr fOf Antioch bccau.w
oCTıulish atıad. kR in ıtıc aunımn of mc same )UI", hopinı to recnıit (orccs DI
Europc:. Tanered P\·c O\'Cf mc manqernent of Edcua Lo his cousin Riclwd de
sakmo and murncd Lo Antioch. in mis "'ay, till Joscclin and 8aJch,in \LOere
freed from the Tuıb in 1101.....c can usume Nt RI\'CIIdiA. lile.ıı the achcr
fonıuses of the Edessa county, \LOere rulcd by Ridıaıd de salcmo ~cen
11 04- ii011'1.

•~ ...... "" sı. ... _ la' Jcıoı;:dıoı. kU;......... "wıb' L 'ıwıc pt tlbat.~
kıooiıa" ık scıc.-x-oooov.No.).Lı- i..,..

" ....."'"- Tl'fIO'IWo'" 2., pp 417 ı.:-ı-." lC9, o.-cnı. -"--,..
.. ~"-'"' n,.tO. ppW u. ppJ.ı ,
.. M....... ol u.ua. llINoll InftI.H ,.., 1jftI' Mp» YMjıı40ıaıj 19,*·1!LLL~

Ol'I..'YP lq1i 11136-1!621 AnL..-I ı962." J60. eexıoV.
.. [)N.ıkd inb1n__ ... ıiw H.... bonlc _ . o.mırı...... llL.'Il. pp 11-99

ro o.m.ıı...... Qll..SiL.. pp99-119
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the reg ion very welı !9, An d so , lilr..e all the cines and fonres ses of the Co U"!)',

Rivendlin eame under the ru le o f Joscettn c nce more. From I I 19 ıi li his death
in 1131, rc sceftn man aged LOdefe nd the lands of ı h c Edessa Cou nty again stıhe

Turks wilhout much La ss. During ıhese years the name Rlivendln was only once
recorded , by the Muslim h isıoria n Kamil al- Dtn. In his records, this histerian
says th aı-lCl , after coming \0 Edessa, Joscetin immediatdy started anacks against
the Turks and plundering far and wide also tock man)' prisoners . Kami l at -Din
else goes on to say that Joscelin followed a group of Turcamans who had
cros sed the Euphrate s umil Ri\endi n buı was beaten by them and some of the
Fran ks were killed by the Turks· l

.

Arter the death of Jcscehn de Courrenay in the rall of 1131 his so n,

Jcscelin ii ( I 13 1.1150), rock his place and during his t ime Aıabeg lmad al-Din
Zen gr, goveme r of Mosul, made frequen ı arıacks and man,.. eastles in the

eauem region of the Counıy fe ll imc ıhe hands of the Turks. An e! asiege
lasling a monrh, wit h the conques t of Edessa by Zengt 0 11 ıhe 24dı o f Decem ber

in the year 1144, the Edessa Co unty was fon nail) ' ended . For a ı ime Joscc lin il
managcd to keep a few casıles in ıhe we sr o f Euphrates, inclusive of Turbe ssel
and Rivendin. Hcwever his ro le in ıb l s region d id nal lası tan go

In 1146 Aıabeg ImAd al·Din Zcngi had died and his land was di"" idcd
beıw een his two so ns, Sa)f a ı -orn O hAl'i to ru le over Mosul and Nü r al-Dın

~1ahm ild over Aleppo. Likc his faıhcr No.r al·Drn Mahm üd con ı i nued the

stnıggle apinsı ıhe Crosaders., fı ghti ng lo lake ıhc lands and fortresses stilt in
ıhe hands Josce lin II. In the spr ing of 1150, when Josce lin II set ou ı for Anı ioch ,

lo discuss ıhe situat ion .... hich \\o3S geuing worse and to appea l for hd p, he was

capıu~ on the ....ay by a group ofTurcomans and NOr a ı -orn, hca ring ı h i s, seni
ii company to lake him lo Alep po where he was ıhro.",n i nıo a dungeonU. With
thi s incidcnt ıhe lands .... hich previously belonged lo the Edessa e ou nt)' were

to .kıoı«l in dı< COUItetlay fcli 0UI";1Iı the (OIlfI ' of Ed(>' . ııald,"n cıf Le Bootı""' ..ts~ofıtıo.
",nionhıp of Tıırtı...ıcl . li< ...," Lo k,nı Bald...... i ofJenı..lemondmıcted b........ice .. "'" ıın"CCf'<ol"
Gallı... fOf "'" q...m Ita...een ille "'" .ol.ı.on W ille , ....... ot Sofcol, " ıı;ı IIIC f.okmı tq'Ofl. _
Domirlo.mc.~, ı. pp.l sı if, .... U. pp H tr,

• K....U ıı.orn. Zıma. 1L. PP 190'
" TIı.. daim by K...ıı ıı.oııı iı ııoı q";l. reuonlblc. lı iı noı rnoonobl. ıt-..ı "'" T............ lCIraıc4

..,....",. ıu."nodln Itc<:...., IIıtl pl_ . 1<lf:Ctb<r .. i1b ıı.. ...... ic ...,. ..~ III the ı-4ı. oI"ıı.. CNsIdas
wı.:ıt i tm Al\Iıouih cabtrı~ pp290 ifi biLL ırıCll kı b.ııot ~lı d......... ıbn .oI·fwlfl ..(Wl. IIIC
StOf) lı q"n..conlU...t

.. ıo-t ,n n. _nı or E4cu.o In"" ın n pllY'l) fu 9)ftf1 ond dıcd in tB9 iıı ıın_ in AIcppJ, ....
RU':;.tıoııon.Jy.q!ynnı I!ILL ılıc f.ıı of CMMkt S!1I<ı IJ I H ·I I99 ı lbdm 1913. ppı ı .

lefi lo rheir fare. Th e Creseders, fınd ing i ı impos sible LO defend the area aga inst
the attecks of the rule r of Aleppo Nür al-Din Mahmüd and Mes'üd i (1 116.

1155), Seldj uk Sultan of Anaıoli a, had no che ice bul lo se li the region to the

Byzantine Emperor Man uel l Comncnus ( I i 43· 1ı 80) .... ho had mııde an o ffer of
purcha se . Finally, Tu rbe ssel. Samosaıa, Birejik, ' AinUb. Duluk and Rlvend! n
casdes were given over by Bcatrice, the wife o f Joscelm II, lo Th omas, the

Byzanrme goveme r o f Cjlicia, in reıum for secks of gold, the exect am ount
unkncwn". However, Turkish incursions did nor step after the region was sotd
lo Byzantium.

In the spring o f 115ı whilc ı he ruler of Aleppo NOr et-Drn Mah mud. the
Anaıolian Seldju k Sullan Mas'üd and the Artuqid Timu nosh of ~1ard i n were

arıae ki ng the Byzantine ga rrisons, tak ing thc casdes one b)' one and sharing
them, they also too k the oth er less signifl cenr fonresses of the arca

4ol
• Sultan

Mas'üd bece rne owner of 'Ainıab and Duluk, Timunash took Samosaıa and
Birej ik., Nilr al-Din Mahmüd beeeme the ruler of Rlhend;\n, Kilrus, Burç al
Rass!s and Tu rbe ssel. And so, Ri.,,'endin .....hic h had been under the role o f the

Crasade rs for 54 years, from 109 7 lO 115 1, was again pan of the Turkish world .

From this dare onwerds. Islamic sources me ntio n RI ",·enda.n as a casıle o f

the province o f Aleppo. Th e most ckıail ed information on the locarion and

charııcterist ics of RA"" cnd lln is giw n by Kam i l al·Din. In his work Buırfat al·
I s lab nDmı Halab Kamil al· Din desc ribes the~t1e of RA"end!n, saying ~a

well fort ifled castle on i single high mountain whcre caıapu l t and arrows ca n
na l penetrale. There is a smail outer wall al the foot of the mounta in. Th is

(Ri ve ndi n) is one of ıhe slrongesl and .....e ll s i lua ı ed of casıles, On the nort h and
wesl a vallcv like a moat surrounds the cas tle and a river no.....s....' . Afi er th is
descriplion he goes on 10 say that he wen ı ıhere in perso n, d imbed lOthe castle

on horsebac k, but ı h al becausc the path was narrow and steep thc c1imb .....as
.,,·eıv d i lli cu lı. Then Kamlı al·Oin gh"es information co nnectcd to the period of
thc'melik of Aleppo Ridw an, wh ich he heard from ' Abü Abda llAh Muham mad

ibn Ahmad al·Kurtabi .....ho gol thc inform ation from Usa rna ibn Munkiz.

" • Thecmpcteıt M.....II c_ ..,oh<d Lo Itıı)' ıILe<C .'~ _ıla daa not _Ibaıı this S\iLIC ""~ it
..""Id be .dıl~ rorcw~ the "l'O". it lı mOIL likd ) ılı. MM"'IQımncnoı. .., ...cd, if ııı ılıoc (",,, .. be ....,.,
LLL. t1lIlaı. illP'ftII .... T,,:b .. Lo pul . , I&im "" ıl>e .... to&<iiıcf ..iltı tdesu &'id .......iodl ........ "'"
CNU4ctl. Ulfil l MMııel ... bciıcn in ıtıe botılc or M}'" o•• l'~"'" b)' ıtıc ......., of ıhı: AnilIotı.Sddj" k
S. 11a'I K,loç Nsbrı U i~ 1116. be \oLu ""'>'1drcamını • chainı ılıc T""," out of MIlOI...

.. The"'- oI" ıtıeoe """"ııem.ı _ıLCI ... rcaır6ı:done by ..... by Ltın Il-Atlırr (II:ti.Imı1. xl. pp.l H l .

., see. pp Jı9 if
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HO'o'-I:\Cf this bit o f informa tion .... nrren on the mugin of the ıc:ı.t gi\en eeove •
conetming !he Crusaıdı:B in Ri\cndln • is uoranuna!e!)' full o f coenradictory
seruences and the mcıninj is noc CıClt. ' In ıl-Oin ibn Shad did in his work ıl:

A:!Jk--l.!;Hlt ire nziu l!marl ı l-Shlm u ·I·JazTra has included ltıis infonnıtion

on Rl"endan by KamII .I·DTn with no change ı.o.halSCC\er-. In his geognphy
book Tıhim ıl·Buldln, Abu1·Fcd l wntes .bouı RI \endln: ~•.• Rt\endl" is
cceoected lO Aleppo and .... ithin the lıorden of Kinnesrin. il is • strong
(onifiuıion on • h igtı .... hiıe hill. il has r.prings. gan:kns and on::hards in the
ullt)'. The Artin river llo.....~10\l0 .~7

Aftcr ltıc )ear i JSI, Rhcndin remaiMd as a castle of Aleppo under the
nıle of Nar .ı.Din Mahmoo. Here we ha\ 'C LO digms to menı ion an inItmling
incidenı \Ahd ıd pbce during ltıis ı ime . The event coecems the
imprisonmnıı of Rq-nakt of CtWilloo whc "'as i '-eıy prominenı penoruıgc of
the Crus.ades 100 wböse act ions ...ere reconled both by Muslim and by Christian
...riten .... ith gm! criliciSlll" . Alıhough this i ncidenı ",hich can be foond in
Muslim, Latin. Iocııl S)riK and Amıerı ian soerces is noc: spe.;ifıcal1)· ciıcd as
laking p1ace in RI\·endin- . iı is reccrded as happening in mc cl-Cuma region"
",hose ceeıer "'as Rbnıdln. Summarizing all the sourcn \\ hich ha\e more of

~ ~ i.ö."':'"~ :~ f..."':':'..ı.:;';'.... \lo ' ~( :,.....: :,~ ....i•..:.: ..~ : ••,:ivcl", R.::.- ,...:J .k
Chiıillon. in the aulumn o f mc )car 1161" anackcd in the Afrin \ . Ile) thc
~Iusl ims "'ho as they did e\n)·)ear. "'ere bring ing lkmn ıbeir flocb and benls
from the Ant ilaurus rnounıains lo the Euphrates p!ains taking man) , ame ls.,
horscs and co""s., Nür al-DTn's gtJ\cmor o f AI~ppo Macd al-DTn al.Oi)c "'ho
heard o f th is sudden ana.:k and plundc,'2 in lime seı an ambush in the a l.cO ma

.. Sot, IJ1".IJr
ot Ed \l R " 167. AIOO_ G.1A sır-,.. Pl!gımırı4qıtıe \:gı 'qm. e...N1I"~ ." 60. ,10
• A ....ııı LaIOIIIdCr ıIııS _ ..çaopa_ '*ldı ıhr """""- ....... c)pıw. ıl'ftchr--.ı

... .. A.ılllln-.lNecaı -ı ıt'ıtt ...........(i(~.~""'O!ıtw __ ...ı ... .
__ iii ıht ......5)... ır.k _ A/Ier r.ıı... ıın-" the Mıllı. bck. Ilc n.....ı..,

SoIod.. wıfıoMd ,_ Lo \ ," . "" ..ıIIı ır.ı. _ iıarıd

K.... "-om. zııbıa n. "lu tr. 1/ı'ilIcnmd tı=-... . -. ~ i. rP ıu tr, ır-. K_'er. p;ı 49),
"""")_ oıroıudc. cd ...ı LrMt. ASTri-. T1w Fiı>l: and second c....... rı--. """"~
s)TIk eı.tıadıı. Igwnel gf ır. Itqı" AılIQÇ Sps:p 19JJ . pp30l ; Midılıd thes~ Qwııııjdc cd
...ı~ J B C1I*x. ...... 190'. ni, Boot " vni, . ," .. ppl l9-, Mııthroır ofEd<:ı.ıl., cct..J(XXl " nı

•
.. Willc1lftuı,(-.c ,ı-ı .,.... the ...... "'ılıil pI..,. • ..tııııııııi.

.. K&mIl II·DIıı (_ pllOC) '"~ g( E.ıı:- (Amc p..... ) I'~ the _ . 11'1 , A.:cıord"" '"
1/ı' ,1Icmıuo (..... Pı_ı. ıhc .ı.ı. ii 1160. ..... iltlhridıı. I!ULL. pp.3O,; f-h...ı.lf, LLIULL. ii , pp,H ı.

S)n .: dOtOııı>IOtYn _lin"'"
" M..ııe.. ol Eôo:fH (_ plooc) ..". ıh. """Illı" Iı>olrnı Iıw;t; R~TIIId 1IUÇ111d AI..·1 IN' anoıl

....... l<lıhc ~,r...ı ozoo; (i) rtti"" Wilı.tmuı. ("mc pı.ccI"'YI he """lll r. .. KI)...... N M. ....

\A lter on Chaı illon's rcıurn route and on ıh c 23 Ncvember a ban lc 100" place,
RClnald. ..... ith aJl his men fell prisoncrlJ and .... ıs lalen tc Aleppo .... here he wıs

lOspend ii xı ecn yeati o fh is life in prison. The coenecıen of this event "' ith our
subject is that thc ecnflicı and the fall Of Re)"n.ld ıool. place in ee \'icin il~iM of
Rbendln. Ri\endIn, due lObeing in a mounuini region it "' u \Cl)' eOP\('l1lent
LOset ~PS here and in its surrounding SO that the enemy. even in peat numbers
cou ld be ambuih cd and bes ten. Tbcrefon: iı is reasonable to scppcse that the:
incident happmcd in mc aı.cı:ıma region:. in the uppcr Afrin \"aıle)' and ıhe

\"icin ity of Rl\ 'mdin.

\\lıen Sur ıl-Oin ~tahm13d died on 15 ~ia)' ii R his son . 1·Mal ik al
sılih Isml ' il (1I74-81) .....ho .....s on ly cIC"\'(11 )'can OM became thc rulcr o f
Aleppo. In a dx:ııt time he ql1arrdcd with Salad in (A)ilb) ....,ho ..... s ıhe iO'Cl'nOf
o f Eg)pı appoinlcd b)' his fatfıcr. and a grea l part of h is tands fell inıo ıhc hands
ofSalad in. In 1176. a tler tak ing Biıf"a. ~lenbij and ' A.tb,. SalMlin iaid siege re
A~po. F inalı) a treaf)· .... as ınadc and on conditioo thaı al-Malil es-Sll ih
(imI' il sti li rcuincd A leppo, aJl the !ands of S)ria ....ere gi\ Cf1 O\er to Salad in.
Wc are interested in th is incidenı bececse RJ\'endln . Iso fcll under thc nıle o f
Saladin . Wc see this from a recOfd b)-Aba Shitna.. AbG Shima SIl s - \\-'hen al·
u _,B,: . ' 'a.a, 1..--·" :... Xn••• nt. ' :• .ol _',• .ol: .ol 1.0:_ . &' " _ • •." _' •• •__ • __ ••• v ••• _ _ . _ . _ . _ -. • • _ _'M _._ _ ,..._

. ttaek Ri\'cndin ",hich belonged lO Saladin buı Bohemund also immcdiatc l).·
aıtacked UaıalC-". Th is sho .....s thal befon: ıbe death ofal·Malik a i-Silih IsmI' il
in thc )car 11111. R.i\endin had become thc propcny o f Salad in. Thaı the C&5t1e
.....u repa ired and for1iflCd b). $abdin and ıhaı an inSl;ri pıion .... as put on thc
entrane:c ptc is \enflCd b)' rnockm h i sıorians". When undertaking rescarch on
ıhc ruin) of thc: eastle on 14 SO\cmbcr 1987. Iloc did n<J' com~ across this
inscription. ünfortunaıc1y iı had bem ıaken down from itı pla.:e. HOVoC"\Cf.
lhere is a photograph o f the inscription Iabıcı on pagc iS of the book Ki.!iı

i!rih.i ....rinen by the ıa ....)icr Kadri (Timuna,) of Kilis and published in 19J3fT
•

The \\ ording of the inscription is --.sı...ıı.ıIir. ....,J ~ ......Jıi~~ (. I.Malik . 1.
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.. RoIıtı.ııı (p;ı .3O$ B.ı) A~1 ıhe fl\mı ıook norıiı o(ll",~ EI"'" (....... pllaı l claı.... il ıOOIı. rLICC
ooudı ot R"cndfııı
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Nbır YQsuf b. Aniıb. M.ı)! Allah procecı bis ....ealdı till ~mlit)':~ il 110
date on die inscripCiocı. buı bucd on the tUmOW'" b)" AbO Sıwna. d _Id bı:

ruıonabk:10dale dıi$ inKriplm LO 11 76- 1ı Si.

o.uı 011 RI,mdln for the na of Saladiıı is gi\cn blo lWıa ıl·OTn ibn
Shaddid- and Abi Shlmaı.. Accordin. LO this IIC"I at the tq.inninı of SL2of
dıc ıkıı nı caJendcr(2" ~Wch123 April l l16) dıe O\lollCf o( R1\~ M,:m al
Oln Abd .ı..Rahman mOııed apıM Sutwı Saladin bul: was bniqcd ın the
CUlIc bıo the Akppo forcn commanded b)' 'AIam ....O-UI Su~mIn . Finally
'Abd al Ranınanon 2 1 Ju l) (1 Ccmazi)'CIn'\c l) surrmdertd RI\mdin 10 ' AIam
aJ..Oin Subı) mirı and ", cnı LO Sultan Sa1adin to go mto his sen"ice. This bil of
""'S ıi\C'I us ift opponunil)' LOckfine lhc ıwnn o(ıwo pcopk ""ho had nıkd

RJvendln aı one time or anodıcr .

on the ck&dı o( Sult&n Salad in in 1193. hiılands "' Cft dividcd amonı hiı

SORS and brolhen. T1ıc role of ıhe Aleppo region (d i to his son . 1·.\ı.li....1·
Zlhir GtıI.zI. FOl' the period ofhiı re igıt (1193·1 216) \lot' fı nd in SOUrcel. I\\:
ruınour1 coonecccd 10 RI, endln . The fırsı was recotdcd b)' Kamlı ıl·Din •

Kamlı .1·Din ..eees that iıı thr 592-' )caf of the flegira (1 196) ""kn . 1·Malik
ıl.Zlhir ...as retum ing south from Man:: Dibik. be StOPPN O\ft' ILI RI \cndin.
Sla)cd dıcre (or ttı:ıu cb)'S., set out at nigbl and ....enl on 10 'Aı:I.ı: ....tıicb ıılhe

ümc ....u iD the hands of the rt1Ct1U of SI}f al·Din ' ALL ibn ' AIam al-Din
Sub)min ibn landlr, and from thcrc.on to Akppo. For LL$., ~ ,iınif~ of
the NmOUt i, this:. RJ,cndIa -u .cill aa iınporwıt pass.. af, it. had becn ın dıe

Cn.ıs.adn cra. for _ . the n»d 10 'Aintib and \ b rc Dlbik from,ı;we rıontı.

pu'Cd through~endIa and mchcd ' Azjz and Aqıpo in the lOULIı ,

TM teCCCId rumcıur conccmin8 RJ,'CndIn is faund in maLi) lılamic

lOI./tCU. Thiı rumowı is ı ec:oı ded by KamIL at·Din, ıbn Wlsi l Aba' fedl and
ıbn al·furlı in quite a detaikd _ a) and the in fornwion ıhen b).~\"anouı

biııorianı i, morc or ku IM wne. The ıeneral data "'e maL.e 0U1 from lbne
ıoutcn is thiı: in the 591" yar of ıbe Heginı. ( Octolıer 110 l/Seplembet 1202)
Shaml ıl.Ofn ıbn .I·"'uladdam',~ in Apamea. Karakudı. ienC i meuage
to .1·Mı l ik ıl-IDil. wying. on condiıion ıhat he ghe Shl ml ıl·Ofn • fıcf

• ıı.u Il-l* ıtııı 5lıad<W. IWC.Lill/"", I L if
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.. Kanı" III-Offt.~ rtl, pp.IH ır . ıbn .......,1. tı:IııCIIL:ı;. lU, pp 1) 1; Abuı.fcdl nı. pıı lO I ; ıbn OL·
f u.... pp 11' If.

ıomevı'here else, be ....as .... illinı to sıımnder Apamc:ı to him; ıl- \taıilı. al-IDil
acccp:td this offCT and ıi,ing R1,cndin. K.f.ı.b and Mufrad ıl·Mı'am lO
Shamııl-Dln ıbn al Mubddam ht ıook Apamea. Hcwevee, for _ reaıoa noc
sıaıtd clearf} nı the socrees, tfıc s.ame)ftl' Shamı .I-Din "'enllO R1undln and
moohcd. O,ıi,· Kamil a1-Drn SI'o'S ıtw .I-Mılik a1.l1hit" pdıemt ıiııt Anı.bı iıı. .
Dibii., bougtıı "eapoM and PfO"isioM from tbem, Md upoa this.. ıbn aı

Muladdaın esc.aped LO RJ,cndln Lo mo'O~, bul t"m WL m:ord don noc ,"e
mougb informatX:-ı is to the n::uon of the mo'Olt. Acc:otdinı LO the:~ al.
Malik .I-Zlhrr. noc si' inı bim • thancc, iıtımedia!d)· "enı 10 Rb end1n and
lock SIwns al-Din Ibrı al Mulr.addanı OUI of !he casıle " here had SU)-cdjını OM
n istıt. and c:orıf~ all ıIııt "upons.. JOOdI and pI'O'lo iıiom. Althougtı Shamı

al·Ofn rm .1· Mubddam "cnt 10 sadr . 1·Din Duldurunı, the rukr of Tell
Bhhiı (Turbcuel) and bt-gged bim to inlCf",'ene'on hi, behalfand ıcı back !he
goodı c:orıfiıaılcd, Badr .J-Din', etrortt were fuı iıln.s.

TM eext item of ne"'ı on R1't1Idln iı fOf the ıur 624 of tlw: Hcıi rl!

(Deeember 11161 December 1227). The ruler of Aleppo ıl·M.lik . 1·Zlhil died
on 12 Cktober 1216 and his mm: L~ar old son .1· !Iotalik .1·'Azlz \totıammad

took hiı piacc: and Slıihib .J-Din Toghrul ....ho """ appointcıd r'CF" ' fOf tiııt

1;" 1(0 ......... 1'o«'w"'C' ~.........c i"~ f..... .~ «"'· ...ı'" ".! ~~ ~ ..~ CL!-'! ,~. !..~ ~~

sorı ofıhe Sultan .I-~iı.-. .ı·s.uilı Alımad had Lo be s.ltnfıed "ith ShUif. Balw
and a few other" cut1es kft 10 him. Wc see from ıiııt records of Kamlı .l-DIn,
' lLl al-OIn ibrı Slıaddld.lbn Wb il Md Abuı FedI ıtw in tIııt)ear 6:!4 of the
Meıira (Oe«mbet 12:6.'Dcambet 1227) ttıese piacc:ı . ere ıAen &om bim and
' Aintlb, Rt,mdIn and a1-ü,b.ere gi''C'D ID him.~ , AIIo ' lu aI-DIn
ibn ShaddId ....ri1n that, until ıiııt deaıtı o f aI-.\tali" aı-Sllih Alımad in the)ear
Mil SM'bin (SePremberı'OCtC LLS}) 'Ainlib and Rl\cndin belonpd to

himu .

The bi510rian Kaml ı .I-DTn _bo "' ., . contempont)" of aI-\ I.lik aı-SIIih

Alımad. in his ....or\; Bu~...ı al·T.lab ii TIrDı Halıb, tdls an "mt conuming

.. ~.ııl .oıııı. _ pı.:ıı:
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