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Arap Bahar1 ve Sonrasinda Selefilik
-Misir Ornegi-

Ramazan YILDIRIM®

Ozet

Arap diinyasinda kendisini “selefi” olarak tanimlayan hareketlerin ortaya ¢ikisi yaklasik
olarak bir asir 6ncesine dayanmaktadir. Ortaya giktiklar bélgelere gore kendi iginde kiigiik de
olsa bir takim farkliliklar barindiran bu hareketler, daha cok Misir'da “cemaatlesme” imkani
bulmuslardir. Diger taraftan 2011 yilinda Tunus’ta baslay1p kisa bir siire icinde Misir, Libya,
Suriye ve Yemen'de devam eden halk isyanlar1 sonucunda Arap diinyasinda yeni bir dénem
bagladi. Arap ve Afrika cografyasinin en énemli tilkesi olan Misir'da yasanan yeni siiregle
birlikte, legal siyaset yapma imkani bulan tiim toplumsal kesimler, hizla partileserek siyaset
arenasindaki yerini aldi. Hig stiphesiz bu kesimler icinde Selefi hareketler digerlerine gore
daha fazla ilgi odag haline geldi. Daha 6nceleri aktif sivasetten uzak duran ve daha ¢ok egitim,
davet ve diger sosyal faaliyetlerde bulunan ve demokrasi, secim ve parlamento gibi
mekanizmalar dini agdan sakincal gordiikleri igin kabul etmeyen Selefiler, hizh bir sekilde
birgok siyasi parti kurarak politikaya atildilar. Bu makalede 25 Ocak devrimiyle birlikte
Misir'da siyasi hayata atilan Selefilerin devrim &ncesi yapilan, fikirleri ve devrim sonrasi
kurduklari partiler ile sivasi tutum ve goriisleri tizerinde durulacaktir.
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Arab Spring and Salafism
-Case of Egypt-

Abstract

The emergence of groups which call themselves as ‘Salafi’ dates back to two centuries ago.
Those movements, which have small regional differences, had the opportunity of forming a
community in Egypt. On the other hand, a new communities era has begun in Arab world
with public riots in Tunusia and spread to Egypt, Libya, Syria and Yemen. In Egypt, which is
the most important country of the Arab and African region, every group that found
opportunity to participate into politics, have been transformed to political parties. There is no
doubt that among those groups Salafi movements has attracted more attention than others.
Salafies has established several political parties, although in previous periods they refrain from
engaging in politics and more prone to educational and social activities. In this study, the
views and structures of Salafies would be analysed before and after the January 25 revolution
in Egypt with which Salafies entered into political area.
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Giris: Hangi Selefilik

Bir diigtinme bigimi veya dini metinleri anlama hususunda kendine 6zgii bir
zihniyet olan Selefilik, son ytizyilda bir hareket olarak ete kemige buriinmdstiir.
[slam diinyasinin ig¢inde bulundugu sorunlarin ¢oziimiini Asr-1 saadete doniiste
bulan ve bunu da bigimsel bir dindarlik gekline indirgeyen giintimiiz Selefilik
hareketi, diger Islami hareketler gibi Misirda ortaya ¢ikmus ve birbirinden
farklilasarak diger cografyalarda varligini stirdiirmiistiir. Bugiinkii Selefi kokenli
hareketleri, toplumsal degisimi saglamak tizere benimsedikleri yontemler agisindan
farkli gruplara ayirmak miimkiindiir. Daha ¢ok teblig ve davet faaliyetleri tizerinde
yogunlasan Selefi gruplarin i¢inden ¢ikan bir akim, cihad fikrini 6n plana ¢ikararak
bu dogrultuda fiili eylemlerde bulunurken baska gruplar, daha ¢ok iyi bir dindar
olmanin miimkiin olabilecegi tizerinde yogunlasmis ve kilik-kiyafet 6zelinde sekli
bir dindarlik ¢agris1 yapmugtir.

Arap devrimlerinden sonra diger tiim hareketlerde oldugu gibi, Selefiler de kendi
iclerinde biiytik bir déntistim yasamistir. Her tiirlti siyasal katihmi, partilesmeyi,
parlamentoda yer almay: kiifiir sayan ve bu yontemleri benimseyen diger Islami
hareketlere agir elestirilerde bulunan Selefilerin biiytik bir kismi, oldukga pragmatik
davranarak bir¢cok parti kurmus ve secimlere katilmislardir. Benimsedikleri
yontemlerin farkhligina ragmen kendisini Selefi olarak isimlendiren tiim gruplarin
dini anlama ve yorumlama bigimi hemen hemen aynidir. Dini metinlerin literal
yorumu, sekli dindarlik, farkl toplumsal 6rf ve adetleri din adina dislama, her tiirli
yeni dini fikir ve yorumu bidat sayma gibi hususlarda ortak bir tutum ve davrarns
icinde yer aldiklar goriilmektedir.

Arap diinyasinda kendisini “selefi” olarak tamimlayan hareketlerin ortaya ¢ikis
yaklagik olarak bir asir 6ncesine dayanmaktadir. Ortaya giktiklari bolgelere gore
kendi icinde kiigiik de olsa farkliliklar barindiran bu hareketler, diger tilkelerden
daha ziyade Misir'da “cemaatlesme” imkam bulmusglardir. 25 Ocak 2011 yilinda
Misir’da zirveye ulagan halk hareketlerinin, adina “Arap bahart” veya “Arap
devrimleri” denilen yeni bir siireci baglatmasiyla birlikte, selefi hareketler daha gok
dikkat gekmeye baglamiglardir. Arap devrimleri sonrasinda basta Misir olmak tizere
bircok Arap iilkesinde giiglii siyasi birer aktor olmaya baslayan bu hareketler,
Misir’da selefi olarak tanimlanan bazi geleneksel dini yapilardan beslenmislerdir. Bu
geleneksel selefi-dini hareketlerin tarihgesi, kurucular: ve genel goriisleri hakkinda
kisaca bilgi vermek, bugilinkii selefi kokenli siyasi partileri daha yakindan
tanimamizi saglayacaktir.

Giintimiiz selefiligi, Misliiman Kardegler Hareketi gibi fikir ve eylem
bakimindan homojen bir yapr arz etmemektedir. Bundan dolayr onlar1 kendi
aralarinda belirli kriterlere gore tasnif etmek zordur. Savunduklar inang ilkeleri ve
icinden ¢iktiklar1 kiiltiirel atmosfer, biiyiik 6lctide ayni olmakla beraber sosyal ve
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siyasal alana bakislari, siyaset ve toplum algilar1 acisindan onlari dort ana kategoride
degerlendirmek miimkandtir.!

Birinci grup, ilim ve daveti esas alan geleneksel selefiliktir. Bu 6zelligiyle 6n plana
cikan selefiler, insanlari kendi ilkelerine davet ederek, onlara dini egitim vermekte
ve her tiirlii siyasal katihmi reddetmektedirler. Akaid tizerinde yogunlasarak akaid
esaslarim bidat ve hurafelerden armdirmaya calisir. Mu'tezile, Haricilik ve Siilik gibi
diger firkalari yoldan sapmus olarak kabul eder. Hatta islam toplumlarinda yaygin
olan Eg’arilik ve Mattiridilige karsi mesafeli durarak, ozellikle tasavvufi akimlari
tamamen dislar. Selefiligin bu akimi daha ¢ok Suudi Arabistan bolgesinde yaygin
olup Abdiilaziz b. Baz ile Nasiruddin el-Elbani gibi sahsiyetlerin gortis ve fikirlerini
yaymay1 kendisine misyon edinmistir.

ikinci grupta yer alan selefi akim ise, siyasete ve siyasi partilere karsi ortaya
koydugu sert tutumuyla tebartiz etmektedir. “Yoneticilere itaat” prensibini kendileri
i¢in ilke edinen bu selefiler, siyasi muhalefetin her tiirliisiine karsi ¢ikar ve siyasi
parti araciligiyla iktidara talip olan diger islami hareketlere kars: siyasi iktidarlarin
yaninda yer alirlar. Basta Suud ve Korfez tilkeleri olmak tizere bir¢ok Arap
cografyasinda varlik gosteren bu gruplarnn toplum icindeki etkinlikleri Arap
devrimleriyle baslayan stirecte azalmistir.

Ugtincii grup selefiler, daha ¢ok “cihadgi selefilik” olarak isimlendirilir. Arap
diinyasindaki rejimleri tekfir eden, onlara karsi siddete bagvuran ve Islam
diinyasinda meydana gelen bircok eylemden sorumlu tutulan grup veya gruplardir.

Dordiincii grubu olusturan selefiler, 1slahat¢i bir ¢izgiyi benimserler. Sosyal ve
siyasal konulara daha ilimh bir yaklasim sergiler, hem selefi inang ve ilkeleri savunur
hem de hayatin tiim alanlarinda aktif olarak yer almay: dile getirir. Toplumsal ve
siyasal degisimin tedrici ve barigci bir sekilde yapilmasi geregini savunurlar. Bu grup
icinde yer alan selefiler, Arap devrimlerinden 6nce elverisli ortam bulamadiklari igin
aktif olarak siyaset yapamadilar ama devrimlerden sonra basta Misir olmak tizere
Tunus, Libya ve Yemen'de farkl siyasi partilerde siyasete katildilar.

A. Arap Devrimleri Oncesi Geleneksel Selefi Hareketler

1. el-Cem’iyyetii's-Ser’iyye

Tam ad1 el-Cem’iyyetu’s-Ser’iyye li-teaviini’l-Amiline bi'l-Kitab ve’s-Siinne” olan
bu grup, 1912’de el-Ezher alimlerinden Seyh Mahmtd Hattab es-Siibki tarafindan
kurulmustur. Misir'in ingilizler tarafindan isgal edilmesiyle birlikte egitimde yeni
reformlarin yapilmasi, batihlasma egilimlerinin ve soylemlerinin artmasi, dinin
sosyal hayattaki yeri, kadimin toplum icindeki etkinligi gibi konular hakkindaki
tartismalara karsi bir tepki olarak ortaya ¢ikan el-Cem’iyyetii’s-Ser’iyye, Misir'in ilk
orgiitlii dernegidir? Ortaya ¢iktiginda tiim gevrelerin ilgisine mazhar olan bu

Muhammed Ebt Ruman, es-Selefiyyin ve'r-Rebin'l-Arabi, Beyrut, Merkezii Dirasati’l-Vahdeti'l-
‘Arabiyye, 2013, s. 47-51.

2 Ahmed Zaglul Sellata, el-Haletit's-Selefiyyetu’l-Mudsira fi Misr, Kahire, Mektebetu’l-Mebduali, 2011, s.
201.
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hareketin selefi karakterli olusumlar icinde zikredilmesi cok sonraki donemlerde
gerceklesmisti. Ortaya cikisi itibariyle daha ¢ok sosyal faaliyetler tzerinde
yogunlasan ve kurumsal bir yap1 olmaya 6nem veren bu olusumun 6nciisti Mahmud
Hattab, Ezherli bir alim olarak cemiyetin genel cercevesini belirlerken “selef
akaidine” vurgu yapmustir. Ona gore cemiyete mensup olan kisi “selefi akide tizerine
olacak, miimin olduklar: stirece halef hakkinda fisk ve bidat ehli olduklar: gibi bir
yaklasimda bulunmayacaktir. Herhangi bir fikhi mezhep konusunda taassup sahibi
olmayacak, bir mezhebin diger bir mezhebe kars: tistiinliigiiniti savunmayacaktir.
Tim ehl-i stinnet mezhepleri naslari dogru anlama konusunda gtivenilirdir...”?

Cemiyetin kurucusu es-Stibki, agik bir sekilde siyasetle ugrasmay:r dogru
bulmayarak “siyasetle ilgilenmek ama siyaset yapmamak” ilkesiyle hareket ettigini
soylemigtir. Tarihi boyuncu da siyasi iktidarlarla ¢atisan bir tutum igine
girmemislerdir.

el-Cem’iyyetii’s-Ser’iyye, 25 Ocak devriminden itibaren Misir'da ortaya gikan
yeni durumu goz 6niinde bulundurarak daha 6nceleri tamamen sessiz kaldig: siyasi
olaylar karsisindaki tavrini agik bir sekilde ortaya koymaya baslamistir. Mesela
Cumhurbagkanh@ secimlerinin ikinci turunda Misliiman Kardesler hareketinin
adayr Muhammed Miirsi’yi destekleyeceklerini, yaptiklari bir basin toplantisiyla
gerekgeleriyle birlikte agiklamiglardir.*

Hem belirli bir siyasi kimligi dayatmamasi hem de Stinnilik gergevesi iginde yer
alan tiim mezheplere esit bir mesafede durmasi, bu hareketi, Misir’da varlik gosteren
diger dini hareketleri kendi i¢inden ¢ikaran bir ana biinye konumuna oturtmustur.
Miisltimanlar1 yanhs inanglardan kurtarmak ve korumak igin Islam kiiltiriini ve
sahih dini ilkeleri yayginlagtirmak, Kur’an’t ezberleme kurslar agmak, ihtiyag olan
yerlerde cami inga etmek, toplumdaki diigkiin insanlarin sosyal ihtiyaglarim
gidermek, ihtiyag sahibi hastalarin tedavisi i¢in hastaneler kurmak, islami bir bakis
agisiyla toplumsal dayanigsma prensibini tiim toplumda yerlestirmek gibi hedeflere
sahiptir.’

2. Cemaatii Ensari’s-Siinneti'l-Muhammediyye

Ezher ulemasindan Muhammed Hamid el-Faki tarafindan resmi olarak 1926
yilinda kurulmustur. 1910 yilimin basindan itibaren Misir’da yaygin olan tarikatlara
mesafeli olan Muhammed el-Faki, toplumda sirke varan bidat ve hurafelerin
cogaldigini, bunlarla miicadele etmenin yolunun, Hz. Peygamber’in siinnetine
sartlmakla miimkiin olacag: diistincesini yakin gevresiyle paylagarak galigmalarina
baglamistir. Daha onceleri “el Cemiyyetu’s-Ser’iyye” ismiyle kendisini selefi bir
olusum olarak tanimlayan hareketin iginde yer alan Muhammed el-Faki, Kelam
ilminin temel meselelerinden biri olan “el-Esma ve’s-Sifat” konusunda bu hareketin
ileri gelenleriyle bir tartisma igine girmis ve ortaya ¢ikan goriis ayrililiklarindan

3 http://alshareyah.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=115&Itemid=639
el di Jo Rl s el MY et el il 2L
http://alshareyah.com/index.php?option=com_seyreté&ltemid=386&task=videodirectlink&id=711
Memdiih es-Sevh, Selefiyyiin, Kahire, Daru Ahbari'l-Yevm, 2011., s. 68.
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dolay1 onlar terk etmistir. Mescitlerde, kahvehanelerde ve halkin yogun oldugu
diger mekanlarda kendi gortisleri dogrultusunda teblig faaliyetinde bulunarak,
bir¢ok insanin kendi ¢evresinde toplanmasini sagladi. Cevresinde yer alanlar ile bazi
tarikat mensuplar1 arasinda dini konulardaki goriis ayrihklarindan dolayi, bazi
gerilimler yagsanmaktaydi.

Hem daha diizenli hareket etmek hem de ilkeleri dogrultusunda kurumsallagsmak
i¢in bir dernek kurarak bunun ¢atis1 altinda faaliyetlerini ytirtiten Muhammed el-
Faki, 1919 yilindaki Ingiliz isgaline karsi baglatilan devrim gosterilerini de
elestirmistir. Clinkii ona gore ingi}i?. isgalinin sona ermesi, igerisinde basi agik
kadinlarin da yer aldigi meydan gosterileri ve protestolariyla miimkiin degildir. Bu
yontemle Allah ve Restliine tam baghlik ilkesi hayata gegirilemez. Misir'in isgalden
kurtulmasi, ancak Hz. Peygamber’in siinnetine sarilmakla, bidat ve hurafeleri terk
etmekle mimkiindiir, Muhammed el-Faki, 1919 devriminin slogani olan “Din
Allah’in, vatan ise herkesindir” sdylemine de kargi gitkmustir.® Kurulusundan bugtine
bliytiyerek varhigini devam ettiren Ensaru’s-Stinneti’l-Muhammediyye cemaatinin
sadece Misir'da 200 subesi ve kendi denetiminde olan 1750 camii bulunmaktadir.
Misir disinda basta Sudan, Cad ve Somali gibi bircok Afrika tilkesinde, bu cemaatin
mensuplart bulunmaktadir.

Ensarii’s-Stinneti’l-Muhammediyye cemaati insanlar1 sirkin her tiirliisiinden
arinmis saf tevhide ve selef-i salihin anlayisi dogrultusunda sahih stinnete davet
etmek, Kur’an’in ilkelerini insanlara agiklamak, her tiirlii bidat ve hurafelerden uzak
durmay1 benimsemek gibi ana ilkeleri temel misyonu haline getirmistir. Onlara gore;
[slam hem din hem de devlettir, her zaman ve mekan icin gecerlidir. Miisliiman bir
toplumun inga edilmesi, Allah’mn indirdikleriyle hiitkmedilmesi gerekir. Diinya
islerinden herhangi birinde seriatin hitkmiinti uygulamamak haddi asmaktir.
Allah'in seriatini yerytiziinde ikdme etmek icin de acele etmeksizin hikmetli bir
siyasetizlemek ve catigmamak gerekir. “Cemaat, demokratik diizenin kafir bir diizen
olduguna inarnur. Clinkii demokrasi, insanlara sadece Allah’in yetkisinde bulunan
yasama yetkisi vermektedir. islam nizaminin kendine 6zgii hususiyetleri vardir ve
cagdas Bati diizenleriyle hicbir ilgisi yoktur. Buna ragmen cemaat, aday gosterme ve
oy verme seklinde yapilan se¢imlerin caiz bir yontem olduguna inanir. Clinkii gerek
genel secimlerde olsun gerek diger se¢cimlerde olsun demokratlarin serrini aza
indirmek i¢in onlarla yarismak caizdir. Tabi bunu yaparken seriatin ilkelerini
gozetmek ve “mesalihin” “mefaside” baskin gelmesine bakmak gerekir”.” Teorik
dtizeyde bu ilkeleri savunan cemaat, pratikte siyasi partilesmeye karsi ¢ikmakta ve
islam devletinin kurulmasinin saf tevhidin yayilmasini gerceklestirmekle miimkiin
olacagmi belirtir. Hilafetin yeniden avdeti ve Allah'in vaad ettigi zaferin
gerceklesmesi, tevhidin yayilmasina baghdir. Siyasi iktidarlara karsi silahh
miicadele yapmaya siddetle kars1 ¢ikan Cemaat, bu ttir eylemleri, bir tiir “Haricilik”

¢ http://www.ansaralsonna.com/web/pageother-659. html
7 Salahuddin Hasan, “Haritatu't-Teyvarati’s-Selefiyye fi Misr”,
http://www.onislam.net/arabic/islamyoon/salafists/113039-2010-03-09%2014-32-04.html
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olarak gormekte ve fitnenin ¢ogalmasindan baska bir ise yaramayacagm ifade
etmektedir.

Ensarii’s-Stinneti’l-Muhammediyye cemaati, 25 Ocak 2011 Tahrir Devriminden
sonra resmi olarak siyasi bir partinin i¢inde yer almamakla birlikte Misir’in i¢ ve dis
politikasini ilgilendiren bir¢ok konuda bildiri yayinlayarak konumunu belirtmistir.
Mesela 22.08.2011 tarihinde bir bildiri yayinlayarak Libya’da Kaddafi'yi deviren
direniggileri  selamlamis  ve onlarin  bu zaferini kutlamistir.*  Misir'da
Cumhurbagkanhigi se¢imlerinde Cumhurbagkani aday aday: olarak Hazim Salah
EbG Ismail'i destekleyeceklerine dair bir bildiri yayinlamislardir.” Ancak Ebf
[smail’in adayligt Misir Yiiksek Sec¢im Kurulu tarafindan veto edilmistir.
Cumhurbaskanlig1 secimlerinin ilk turunda prensip olarak herhangi bir adaya isaret
etmeksizin tiim Islamc adaylarin desteklenmesini benimseyen Cemaat, secimlerin
ikinci turuna kalan Miisliiman Kardegler hareketinin adayr Muhammed Miirsi’ye
destek verilmesi konusunda gerekgeli bir bildiri yayinlayarak soyle demistir:
“Segimlerin ilk tur sonuglarmin agiklanmasiyla birlikte Alimler SGra Meclisi, son
durumu gozden gecirerek bir degerlendirmede bulunmus ve ikinci tura kalan
Muhammed Miirsi’yi davet ederek sgeriatin uygulanmasi meselesi ve Siiler
hakkindaki gortislerini dinlemistir. Bunun tizerine Meclis, Seriatin ehl-i stinnet ve’l-
cemaat yontemi tizere tatbik edilmesine glicli nispetince c¢alismasi, her tirli
particilikten uzak bir sekilde tiim miimin erkek ve kadinlara kardeslik yapmasi,
mazlumlara yardim konusunda gayret sarf etmesi, tim Misirhlarin gegim
standardim ytikseltmesi, fakir ve yoksullar1 gbzetmesi, sokaklarin nabzini tutarak
halktan uzak bir hayat yasamamasi hususlarinda Muhammed Miirsi’den “ahd ve
misak” alarak onu desteklemeyi kararlagtirmigtir”.10

3. Selefi Davet /Iskenderiye Selefileri

1970 yillarindan itibaren Misir’daki tiniversitelerde 6grenci hareketleri artmis ve
“el-Cemaatii’l-Islimiyye” olarak bilinen yeni bir hareket ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu
hareketin bir¢ok mensubu daha sonralari Miisliiman Kardesler Hareketi'ne katilmis
ancak basin iskenderiyeli bazi sahsiyetlerin gektigi bir grup, Miisliiman Kardegler
Hareketi'ne katilmayi kabul etmeyerek onlardan bagimsiz olarak hareket etme karari
almuslardir. Ozellikle de Suudi Arabistan kokenli selefi olusumlardan etkilenen bu
grup 1980 yilindan itibaren kendilerini “el-Medresetii’s-Selefiyye /Selefiyye Ekolii”
olarak isimlendirmislerdir.! Misir'in bir¢ok bolgesinde hizla yayilan bu hareket,
Hiisnti Miibarek déneminde onceleri camilerde vaaz ve irsad yoluyla varliklarmi

= U i b g 04 aald) O
http://www.ansaralsonna.com/web/play-5935.html

T aggertie ) eyl sl mll G sladall sy e e ad) SL
http://www.ansaralsonna.com/web/play-6533.html

0 Gypgadt e ) i o (S0 3 o gt Oy 2ally I O
http://www.ansaralsonna.com/web/play-6537.html

1 Salahuddin Hasan, es-Selefiyyiin fi Misr, Misir, 2012, s. 21.
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stirdtiriirken, sonraki yillarda da kurduklar: bircok TV kanali {izerinden toplumun
tiim kesimlerine seslerini ulastirma imkani bulmuslardir.12

25 Ocak devriminden sonra Misir siyaset hayatina hizli bir sekilde giren ve 6nemli
bir varlik gosteren selefi kokenli siyasi partilerin lider kadrolari, bu hareketin i¢inden
gelmektedir. Devrim sonrast kurduklar siyasi partiler tizerinde ayrica durulacag:
icin burada onlarin devrim 6ncesi baz1 goriis ve tutumlarina kisaca deginmekle
yetinecegiz.

iskcndcriye merkezli bu hareket, kendi goriislerini topluma yayacak olan
davetgileri yetistirmek amaciyla “el-Furkén li-I'dadi’d-Duat” isimli bir okul kurarak
faaliyetlerine yeni bir boyut katmistir. Ayrica aylik olarak yayinladiklart “Saotu’d-
Da’ve” isimli aylik dergiyle de goriislerini dile getirmislerdir. Bu donemde 6zellikle
Suud kokenli selefiligin onciilerinden olan Abdiilaziz b. Baz ile Muhammed b. Salih
el-Useymin gibi sahsiyetlerle iligki kurduklarindan dolayr “ithal selefiler”
sug¢lamasina da maruz kalmislardir.

iskenderiye Selefileri, toplum iginde cok yaygin ve aktif olmalarina ragmen, diger
[slami cemaatlerin aksine kendi arasinda orgtitlt bir tegkilata sahip degildir. Kurum
merkezli bir teskilat olmaktan ¢ok, sahis merkezli bir yapi olarak varligin
stirdiirmustiir. Ayrica diger cemaatlerde var olan biat ve gizlilik gibi ilkeleri de
benimsemez ve biat edilmeden bir ¢alismanin aleni ve herkese agik bir sekilde
yapilabilecegine inanir.

Selefi davet mensuplari, [slam’in sahabe ve tabitn anlayisi tizere Kur'an ve
Stinnet’ten alinmasi gerektigini soyleyerek tevhid ve akaid ile ilgili konulara 6zel bir
onem verirler. Bidat ve hurafelerle miicadele ederek kendi ilkelerini kabul edenlerin
dini ilimleri tahsil etmesi gerektigini dile getirirler. Toplumu asamali bir sekilde
doniistiirmek ve bir Islam toplumu meydana getirmek igin dort asamali bir yontem
{izerinde dururlar. Ilki tasfiye/arindirma asamasidir ki, buna gore Miisliimanlarin
inanglarimi seriata aykiri olan her seyden arindirmak, onlar1 hayatlarinda selefi
yontemi uygulamaya ikna etmek, Miisliiman alimlerin, dini kitaplarin tamamimn
zayif ve uydurma rivayetlerden, israiliyyattan ve sahih hadislere aykiri olan fikhi
goriislerden arindirmalari gerekir. [kinci asamada terbiye/egitim gelir. Bu asamadan
gecen fert saglam bir selefi olur. Her turlii hatadan arindirilmis dini kitaplarla
egitimini tamamlamig olan fertler Miisliimanlarin ¢oguna daveti gotiiriir ve onlar
egitir. Tum fertleri bu asamadan gecen toplumda se¢im veya inkilaba ihtiyag
kalmadan Islam devleti kurulur. Uctincii asama olan el-mufasala/ayrisma, yollar
ayirma asamasinda ise miminler, Allah'in indirdikleriyle hiikmetmeyen
yoneticilerle baglarini kopardigimi ilan ederler. Bu yoneticilerin batil tzere
olduklarini bildirerek onlari ve yardimailarini batildan donme konusunda uyarirlar.
Aksi takdirde hak ehli tarafindan islami bir cihad ile kars: karsiya kalacaklarim
belirtirler. Biitin Miisliimanlara da tarafini belli edip hak ehlinden mi yoksa
iktidardan mi1 yana tavir aldiklarini belirlemeleri, iktidardan yana tavir alanlarin
batil ehlinden olduklarina hiikmedilecegi bildirilmelidir. Dérdiincii asama cihad

12 Ali Abdulal, ed-Da‘vetii’s-Selefiyye bi'l-Iskenderiyye, Beyrut, Miiessesetu’l-Intisari‘l-Arabi, 2012., s. 36.
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asamasidir. Bu asamada yoneticiler Islam’a baglanmay: kabul etmedikleri ve bir
onceki uyariy: dikkate almadiklar: zaman, hak ehli onlara karsi cihad eder. Artik bu
durumda tiim saflar birbirinden ayrigsmustir. Halkin bir kismi haktan yana tavir
alirken bir kismi da batildan yana olmustur.?

25 Ocak devriminden 6nce her tiirlii siyasi faaliyetten uzak duran bu harekete
gore Misir’daki siyasi diizen, batili bir sistem olan demokrasiyi benimsemektedir. Bu
sistem, dinin baz ilkeleriyle ters diismektedir ve ayrica islim’in ilkelerinden gok
uzak bir gekilde bati kiiltiirtintin bir {riintidiir. Bundan dolay:r da demokrasi,
islam’daki stira prensibinin alternatifi degildir. Demokrasinin uygulanmasi halinde
islam devletinin basina Miisliiman olmayan birinin veya bir kadimin ya da agikea
dine diigman olan birinin gelme ihtimali vardir ki, bunlarin hicbiri kabul edilemez.
Daha sonraki gelismeler dogrultusunda bu konudaki goriislerini yumusatan
iskenderiye Selefileri, demokratik bir diizene kapi aralamiglardir. Onlara gore batil
olan bir seyi kabul etmemek veya miinker olan bir fiile istirak etmemek sartiyla islam
seriatini tatbik etmek icin demokrasi bir yontem olarak kullarulabilir. 14

Hiisnti Miibarek doneminde Misliiman Kardeslerin yogun bir sekilde ilgi
gosterdigi ve basarih oldugu 6grenci birlikleri, sendika, baro, oda vb. se¢imlerinde,
bu kurumlarin yasa yapma yetkisi bulunmadigindan dolay1 onlara destek vermede
bir sakinca gormemislerdir. Parlamento se¢imlerinde ise aym bakis agisini stirdiirme
konusunda kendi iglerinde bir birliktelik olusturamamuslardir. Ancak 25 Ocak
devriminden hemen sonra hizhi bir sekilde partileserek Misir siyaset hayatinin
onemli bir aktori haline gelmislerdir.

iskenderiye kokenli bu selefilerin ortak havzasindan gelmekle birlikte bazi
konularda onlardan ayrisan, daha ¢ok Kahire merkezli olan ve kendilerine “es-
Selefiyyetii’l-Harekiyye” denilen akimi da bu grup iginde degerlendirmek
miimkiindiir.!® Bu akim, iskenderiye ekoliinden farkli olarak yoneticiler hakkindaki
goriiglerini daha agik ve daha sert bir sekilde dile getirirler. Onlara gore Allah’in
indirdigi ahkamla hitkmetmeyen iktidarlarin sadece kafir olduklarini kabul etmek
yetmez, apagik bir sekilde onlarin kiifriinii ilan etmek de gerekir. Onlara gore Islam
toplumlarinda Islam’a aykiri olan kilik kiyafetler ile giinah kapsaminda olan diger
davramslar cahiliye adetidir. Seriata herhangi bir sey eklemek veya c¢ikarmak
kiftirdiir. Parlamentolarda yer almak da onlara gore haramdir. Ciinki
parlamentolar, Allah’in seriatimin disindaki hiikiimlere basvuruyorlar ve ortaya
koyduklari anayasay1 dinin tizerinde tutuyorlar. Bu selefi ekol mensuplan, diger
selefi gruplari da baz1 konularda sert bir sekilde elestirirler. Onlara gore diger selefi
gruplardan bazilar1 giinah kavrami konusunda gevsek davranmuglar ve kifiir
kavramini dini yalanlamak veya inkar etmekle simirlandirmislardir. Bundan dolay:
da onlar1 “cagin miirciesi” olarak degerlendirirler.

13 Salahuddin Hasan, Haritatu't-Teyyiriti's-Selefiyye fi Misr,
http://www.onislam.net/arabic/islamyoon/salafists/113039-2010-03-09%2014-32-04. html

4 Ali Abdulal, a.g.e., s.55.

15 Abdulmiin’im Miinib, I)dﬁu’.I'—HaJ'.':k."ifi'f—fﬁf&mi\t,r‘i;cff’?—r\disr’fyye_. Kahire, Mektebetu’l- Medbali, 2010, s.
131.
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Eylemi 6n plana ¢ikaran bu selefi grup, immeti daha fazla firkalara ayirmamak
icin kendilerine 6zgii bir cemaat kurmayi kabul etmemekte, kendi taraftarlarim
tizerinde birlestikleri konularda sahada faaliyet gosteren diger cemaatlerle beraber
calismaya tesvik etmektedir. Bundan dolay1 da islam devleti kurmay: veya hilafet
devletini yeniden tesis etmeyi isteyen diger orglit ve cemaatlerle beraber hareket
etmeyi prensip olarak reddetmemektedir.1®

B. Cemaatten Siyasi Partiye Doniisen Selefiler

Tunus’ta baslayan ve kisa bir stire icerisinde Misir, Libya ve Suriye’de devam
eden Arap devrimleriyle birlikte, Arap diinyasindaki tiim siyasi ve fikri hareketler
yeni bir durumla kars1 karsiya kaldilar. Bu hareketler igerisinde yeni siirece en
hazirliksiz bir sekilde yakalanan, kisa bir bocalamanin ardindan hizla toparlanan
dini gruplarin basinda selefi hareketler gelmektedir. Siyasi ve sosyal olaylara iliskin
bakis agilari ¢ok net olmayan, onceden genel teorik cergevesi belirlenmemis ve
duruma gore, yasayan oOnderlerinden aldiklar1 “fetva” ile hareket eden selefi
hareketler, daha onceleri karsi ¢iktiklart ve bazen de “din disi” gordiikleri siyasal
katilim stirecine, kurduklan degisik siyasi partiler semsiyesi altinda dahil oldular.

Daha onceleri ¢ogunlukla “geleneksel/ilmi” veya “eylem ve hareket”
kategorisinde degerlendirilen bu hareketler “politik/siyasi/modern” bir karaktere
biirtindii. Selefilerin siyasi parti semsiyesi altinda bir araya gelis stirecini
degerlendirmeden 6nce, onlarin politik sertivenlerinin baslangic olan 25 Ocak 2011

Misir devrimini baglatan olaylar karsisindaki tutumlarini incelemek gerekir.

1. 25 Ocak Devrimi ve Selefi Hareketler

25 Ocak 2011 yilinda Misir’da gerceklesen halk hareketleri, Selefi gruplar
tizerinde de etkili olmus ve onlarin siyasi ve sosyal olaylar hakkindaki geleneksel
fikirleri, biiylik bir degisime ugramistir. Hiisnti Miibarek’in gorevini terk etmek
zorunda kaldig1 olaylar baslayinca Misir’daki selefi hareketler ve herhangi bir selefi
gruba mensup olmamakla birlikte, selefi kimlikleriyle bilinen bagimsiz kisiler, bu
olaylar kargisinda birbirinden farkli tavir ve tutum sergilemiglerdir. Onlarin bu tavir
ve tutumlarini soyle siralamak miimkiinddir.

a. 25 Ocak Devrimini Destekleyenler ve Aktif Olarak Katilanlar

Kahire selefileri veya daha onceleri cihad¢i ya da eylemci selefiler olarak bilinen
gruplar, 25 Ocak devrimini destekleyen ve devrime giden stirecin i¢inde aktif olarak
yer almislardir. Seyh Muhammed Abdiilmakstd, Seyh Nes’et Ahmed ve Seyh Fevzi
Said gibi bu ekoliin 6nde gelen liderleri Tahrir Meydani'ndaki gosterilere katilarak
devrim stirecine destek vermigler ve orada yaptiklari konusmalarla gostericiler
tizerinde etkili olmuslardir. Kahire ve iskenderiye basta olmak tizere Misir'in tim
biiytik kentlerinde yapilan gosterilere katilarak destek veren bu selefi gruplar zaman
zaman bagimsiz mitingler yapmalarina ragmen Hiisnii Miibarek karsiti diger liberal
veya milliyet¢i muhalif gevrelerle bir araya gelerek bazi konularda ortak hareket

16 Salahuddin Hasan, a.g.m.



Arap Bahar1 ve Sonrasinda Selefilik 272

etme stratejisi izlemislerdir. Kahire selefilerinin baslatmis oldugu bu destek
kampanyasi, kisa siire igerisinde bazi Ezher hocalarmin ve iskendcriyc selefilerinin
katilimiyla bir platforma dontstii. “el-Hey’etii’s-Ser’iyye li-Himayeti’l-Huk(k ve'l-
Hiirriyati'l-Mesrta” ismini alan bu platform, bildiriler yayinlayarak Kkitlesel
gosterilere destek olmus ve halkin mesrt taleplerinin karsilanmasi, anayasadaki
ikinci maddeye!” dokunulmamasi, gosterilerde tagkinlik yapilmamasi ve kamu
mallarina zarar verilmemesi seklindeki uyarilar dile getirmistir.

b. 25 Ocak Devrimine Acikca Kars: Cikanlar

Misir’daki selefiler kendi aralarinda homojen bir yapi arz etmedikleri igin akaid
konularinda birbiriyle benzer fikir ve yaklagimlar benimsemelerine ragmen siyaset
ve sosyal hadiseler konusunda birbirlerinden ¢ok farkli tavirlar sergilemislerdir.
Onlarin bu parcali durumlari ve muhatap kitlelerini kelami/fikhi tartismalarin igine
stirtiklemeleri devrim oncesi siyasi yapiyl rahatsiz etmemis ve hatta ortiik destek
gormiistiir. Ancak kitlesel gosterilerin baslamasiyla birlikte siyasi ve sosyal konulara
bigane kalmayan selefilerin tabam sokaga c¢ikinca bazi selefi onderler “ulu’lemre
itaat” ilkesinden hareketle bunu 6nlemeye calismislardir. Seyh Mahmaid Misri, Seyh
Mustafa el-Adevi ve Seyh Muhammed Hiiseyin Yakhb gibi selefi hatipler, yaptiklar:
televizyon konusmalarinda stz konusu gosterilere katilmanin mesru olmadigim
soyleyerek baglayan devrim stirecine karsi ¢ikmuglar ve statiikonun yaninda yer
almuslardir. Yaptiklari aciklamalarda bazi ayet ve fiten hadislerini okuyarak
gostericilerin meydanlar: terk etmelerini, evlerine dénmelerini, mescitlere giderek
dua ve istigfarda bulunmalarini, mefsedeti 6nleme adina suskun kalmalarim ve
eylemde bulunmamalarini 6giitleyen bu selefi liderler, toplum tizerinde fazla etkili
olamamuslar ve bu konumlarinda yalmz kalmislardir. Daha ¢ok “Cemaatu Ensaru’s-
Stinne” grubu olarak taninan bu selefiler, Hiisnti Miibarek’in artan kitlesel olaylar
tizerine yetkilerini devrettigini agiklamak zorunda kalmasinin ardindan yaymladig:
bir bildiride gosterilerin ve yoneticiye karsi ¢ikmanin haram oldugunu dile
getirmigtir.

c. 25 Ocak Devrimi Karsisinda ikircikli Bir Tavir Benimseyenler

Selefiler i¢inde ¢ok giiglii ve Gnemli bir yeri olan iskcndcriyc Selefileri, Miisliiman
Kardesler Hareketi gibi orgtitli bir liderlik yapisina karsi cikmakla beraber sosyal ve
kiilttirel faaliyetlerde kendi aralarinda organize olmus bir gruptur. Devrim 6ncesi,
devrimi baslatan siire¢ ve sonrasinda olaylarin gelisimine gore hareket ederek
hadiselerin sonuglari tizerinden bir tavir sergilemeye calisan iskenderiye Selefileri,
soylemleriyle pragmatik davranmiglardir. 25 Ocak gosterileri igin sosyal paylagim
aglari tizerinden gagri yapilinca iskenderiye Selefilerinin etkili liderlerinden biri olan
Yasir Burhami, “dinimize olan baglihgimiz, iilkemize karsi duydugumuz
sorumluluk duygumuz, iilke menfaatleri konusundaki hassasiyetimiz, i¢inden
gegmekte oldugumuz bu zorlu stirecte iilkenin ve vatandaslarin gilivenligini
oncelememiz ve her seyin dstiinde tutmamiz, aramiza fitne yaymak isteyen

17 “Devletin dini Islam’dir. Arapca resmi dildir. Islam seriatimin ilkeleri yasamanun temel kaynagidir.”



[lahiyat Akademi Dergisi 273

diismanlarin  arzularimi  yok etme g¢abamiz adina 25 Ocak gosterilerine
katilmayacagiz...”'® agitklamasinda bulunmustur. Basta Tahrir olmak tizere Misir'in
tiim meydanlarinda baglayan gosterilerle birlikte, emniyet giiclerinin sahadan
gekilmesi beraberinde capulculuk olaylarini getirmis ve iskenderiye Selefileri,
devrim siirecine katilan diger gruplar gibi agiklamalar yaparak bu olaylar
kinamigtir. Yeni bir siirecin baglamakta oldugunu goren iskendcriye Selefileri zaman
icinde hadiselerin gelisimine uygun bir sekilde davranarak siyasi pozisyonlari
degistirmisler ve bunun da ictihad farklilifindan kaynaklandigini, yapilan her
ictihadta bir hata pay1 bulundugunu soyleyerek varhik gostermeye calismuslardir.
Devrim siirecindeki gosteriler kargisinda net bir tavir takinmayan Iskenderiye
Selefileri daha sonraki donemlerde baslayan anayasa benzeri tartismalarda, aktif bir
sekilde yer alarak gortslerini dile getirmisler ve hizla partileserek siyasetteki
yerlerini almuglardir.

Selefi Hareketlerin Partilesmesi

Arap devrimlerinden sonra meydana gelen fikri ve siyasi degisimlerden en fazla
etkilenen kesim selefiler olmustur. Fikri ve siyasi konularla fazla ilgilenmeyen
geleneksel selefilik, ozellikle Misir’da yasanan degisimle birlikte kendisini siyasetin
merkezinde bulmustur. Hem kurumsallasmis selefilik, hem de karizmatik
sahsiyetler merkezli selefilik bu yeni donemle birlikte daha onceleri fazla
ilgilenmedikleri ve iginde yer almadiklar1 siyaset arenasinda orgiitlenme ve
partilesme siirecine girmislerdir. Kendi aralarinda homojen bir yap1 arz etmeyen
selefiler, siyasete girerken de tek parti catisi altinda bir araya gelemedikleri igin farkl
siyasi partiler kurup siyaset yapmaya baglamiglardir. Selefilerin kurdugu her bir
siyasi parti, ayn1 zamanda onlarin i¢inde bulunduklar: selefi egilimin bir uzantis:
olarak ortaya ¢ikmigtir. Demokrasi ve siyasi parti konularinda devrim 6ncesinde ve
esnasinda ¢ok kati fikirleri olan iskenderiye Selefileri, yaptiklari agiklamalarla
demokrasiyi tamamen reddetmislerdir. Mesela Selefi Davet’in resmi sozciilerinden
Seyh Abdiilmiin'im Sehhat, “Biz yalnizca demokrasi haramdir demiyoruz, aym
zamanda demokrasi kiiftirdiir de diyoruz...”1 ve “Demokrasi dini, hayattan ayiran
laikligin bir subesidir. islamcilar demokrasiyi ister kullansinlar ister kullanmasinlar,
demokrasi ser'an kabul edilemez...”?0 agiklamalarim yapmistir. Ancak devrim
sonrast Misir’da yapilan Anayasa referandumuyla birlikte siyasi parti kurmanin
ontindeki engeller kaldirtlinca basta bu agiklamalar: yapan selefiler olmak tizere tiim
kesimler hizla partilegsmislerdir. 25 Ocak 2011 devriminden sonra Misir’da yapilan
parlemento ve senato se¢imlerine ti¢ farkli parti ¢atis1 altinda giren selefiler, sonraki
stirecte de yeni partiler kurarak bu farkliliklarmm korumuslardir. Devrim sonrasi
Misir’da selefiler tarafindan kurulan siyasi partiler sunlardr.

% http://www.salafvoice.com/article.php?a=5115.
1 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kFirseQTQE&noredirect=1
20 Nevaf b. Abdurrahman el Kadimi, "cl—islﬁmiyyﬁn ve Rebiu's-Sevrat”, Merkezu'l-Arabi li'l-Ebhds ve'd-

Dirdsati's-Siydasiyye, Katar, 2012, s. 47.
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a. Hizbu'n-Nir / Nur Partisi

iskendcriye kokenli selefilerin siyasi kolu olarak taninan Nur Partisi, 25 Ocak
devriminden sonra kurulan bir partidir. Farkl egilimlere sahip olan iskenderiye
selefileri, bu parti ile birlikte siyasal hayata katilmiglardir. Partinin kurulus
calismalarindan itibaren farkli egilimde bulunan selefi liderler arasinda goris
ayriliklar: kendini gstermigtir. Demokrasi ve siyasal katilimin gayr-i mesrii oldugu
hakkinda, dini referanslar ileri stirerek agiklamalarda bulunan selefi liderlerin ¢ok
kisa bir stire iginde bu goriislerinden vazgegmis gibi goriinmeleri, hem parti dist hem
de parti ici tartigmalari beraberinde getirmistir. Selefi liderler ile Nur Partisi
yoneticileri, parti disindan gelen “tutarsiz, pragmatik, ilkesiz” gibi su¢lamalara ve
parti icinde yapilan “mesrhiyet” tartismalarina cevap vererek stirekli savunma
konumunda kalmistir. Tim bu tartismalara ragmen Nur Partisi, Misir'in
varoglarinda ve kirsal kesiminde yillarca etkili olmus Selefi soylemin riizgarin
arkasina alarak, en biliytik selefi parti olma basarisim gostermistir. 2011 yihmn
sonlarinda yapilan parlamento segimlerinde ise diger iki selefi partiyle yaptg:
ittifakla girmis ve 123 milletvekili elde edip parlamentoda %24 oramnda temsil gticii
kazanarak Misir'in ikinci biliyiik partisi konumuna yiikselmistir. Se¢imlerden sonra
kendisiyle ittifak ettigi diger iki selefi parti mensubu milletvekillerinin, kendi parti
catilart altinda siyaset yapmaya baslamasiyla birlikte milletvekili say1s1 108 olan Nur
Partisi, parti i¢i tartismalarin odaginda yer almistir. Bir tip doktoru olan parti bagkani
imad Abdulgaffur, zamaninda yapilmasi gereken parti kongresini ertelemesine
ragmen kongre toplanmaya calisilmis ve baskan etkisiz bir konuma distiriilmiisti.?!

Parti iginde kendilerine “Nur Partisi Islah Cephesi” adimi veren reformist bir
grup, parti idaresinin “Selefi Davet” ile yollarin1 ayirmas: gerektigini dile getirerek
cemaat-parti tartismasini ilerletmistir. Bu tartismalar sonucunda partide iki farkli
egilim ortaya ¢ikmus ve her egilim kendisi igin bir lider tayin ederek partinin ¢ift
baglilikla kongreye gitmesinin yolunu agmigtir. Selefi Davet’in ileri gelenlerinin
devreye girerek gecici de olsa sorunlart dondurmaya calismasina ragmen Nur
Partisi’nin ilk kurucu bagkani olan Imad Abdiilgaffiir, ekibiyle birlikte partiden
ayrilmis ve Hizbu'l-Vatan ismiyle yeni bir parti kurmustur. Nur Partisi’nin basina da
daha once parti igindeki islahatcilara karsi gelenekgilerin basini ¢eken Ylnus
Mahyun getirilmistir. Selefi Davet adina yapilan agiklamayla da, Nur Partisi'nden
baska kendilerini siyaseten temsil eden higbir partinin olmadig1 vurgulanarak yeni
kurulan partiye mesafeli bir tutum sergilenmistir.??

Programinda Misir'in sorunlarina iliskin bakis acilarini kapsamli bir sekilde dile
getiren Nur Partisi, devrim sonrasi Misir'in en 6énemli sorunlarinin siyaset, ekonomi
ve giivenlik alanlarinda oldugunu dile getirmis, ancak “kimlik ve din” konusundaki
soylemleriyle dikkat cekmistir. Buna gore Parti, gelenek ile cagdashg: bir arada tutan
medeni ve gelismis bir devletin ingasim hedeflemektedir. Misir'in kimligi Arap-

2t http://wwwl.youm?.com/News.asp?NewsID=786801&SeclD=65&Issuel D=02.UmuKte]rPmQ
2 http://www.shorouknews.com/news/view.aspx?cdate=31122012&1d=ff819¢94-715d-4175-84b1-
85417419d18
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Islam kimligidir. Misir anayasasinda bulunan ikinci madde oldugu gibi korunmali
ve Islam Seriati Misir’a hitkmedecek olan siyasi sistemin en yiice dayanag olarak
tiim siyasi, ekonomik, hukuki ve sosyal diizenlemelerin genel cergevesini
belirlemelidir. Islam seriatinin prensiplerinin anayasanin temel dayanagi olmas
ilkesi, Misir’da yasayan Kibtilerin dini 6zgtrliiklerini de igerir.2

Nur Partisi, 2012 yilinda yapilan Cumhurbagkanlii se¢imlerinin ilk turunda
kendilerine yakin gordiikleri Hazim Salah Ebt ismail’in adayhiginin Yiiksek Askeri
Konsey tarafindan veto edilmesi {izerine daha oOnceleri Miisliiman Kardegler
Hareketi'nden ayrilmis bulunan Abdiilmiin'im Eba Futh'u desteklemislerdir.
Cumhurbaskanhg segimlerinin ikinci turunda Misliiman Kardeslerin aday:
Muhammed Miirsi’yi desteklemislerdir.

Nur Partisi, gerek anayasa yapim siirecinde gerekse sik sik yapmis oldugu
agiklamalarla Misir‘daki liberal ve Kibti kesimlerin elestiri odaginda olmustur. 3
Temmuz 2013 tarihinde yapilan ve tilkenin demokratik yollarla segilmis ilk sivil
Cumhurbagkant Muhammed Miirsi'yi devirerek anayasayr askiya alan askeri
darbeyi destekleyen Nur Partisi, kitlesel destegini zayiflatmistir.

Parlamento se¢imlerine katilma kararmdan sonra Nur Partisi'nin aday
listelerinde toplam 15 kadin adaya yer vermesi, selefiler icinde biiyiik bir tartismaya
yol agmistir. Bunun tizerine Parti yonetimi kadin adaylarin listelerin son siralarina
yerlestirildigini ve propaganda afislerinde bu adaylarin  resimlerinin
kullamilmayacagi onun yerine giil resmi kullanilacagini agiklamak zorunda
kalmigtir.2 Secim stireci sonrasinda olugsan parlamentoya milletvekili olarak giren
milletvekilleri de stirekli birbiriyle geligen agiklamalar yaparak parti adina kararli ve
stirdtirebilir bir politika tiretememislerdir.

b. Hizbu'l-Bina ve't-Tenmiye / Insa ve Kalkinma Partisi

Misir'da islami camia icinde onemli bir yeri olan ve Enver Sedat suikastindan
sorumlu tutulan "Cl-Ccmﬁatu’]-is]ﬁmiyye" isimli grup, 25 Ocak devriminde aktif
olarak rol almis ve yeni stireci desteklemistir. Miisliiman Kardesler Hareketi'nden
daha ¢ok selefi akimlara yakinhigiyla bilindigi i¢in “selefi kbkenli” partiler arasinda
zikredilmektedir. el-Cemdatii’l-Islamiyye liderleri, 1990 I yillarin sonlarinda
hapishanede bir 0Ozelestiri stirecine girmisler ve siddetin her tirlisiini
reddettiklerini kamuoyuna agiklamislardir.

Enver Sedat suikastindan hiikiim giyen ve devrim siirecinde serbest kalan Abbud
Zumur ve kardesi Tarik Zumur, Saffet Abdulgani ve Esref Tevfik gibi el-Cemaatu’l-
islamiyye’nin 6nde gelen sahsiyetleri tarafindan kurulan parti “ins, kalkinma, islam
seriaty, siyasal 6zgtirliik ve sosyal adalet” sloganiyla kendisini tantmlamistir. Nur ve
Asalet partileriyle birlikte icinde yer aldiklan “Islami blok” birliginin kurulmasinda
onciilitk yapmistir.» Cumhurbagkanhigi segimlerinin ilk turunda EbG Futih'u

2 http://www.alnourparty.com/page/program_culture
% Ahmed Zaglual, ef—fﬁfﬁ:r:i}ﬂ;i?r} ve's-Sevra, , Kahire, Evrak li'n-Nesr ve't-Tevzi, 2012, s. 101.
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destekleyeceklerini  ancak Muhammed Miirsi'ye de destek verecek olan
mensuplarina karismayacaklarimi belirtmislerdir.

“Halk, rejimin diigmesini istiyor” sloganiyla ortaya ¢ikan Misirlilarin duasinin
kabul edilmesi sonucu, devrimin gergeklestigini ve baski, zuliim ve diktatorlik
diizeninin sona erdigini dile getiren insa ve Kalkinma Partisi’nin kuruculari, Misir’a
kars1 vatan borg¢larini 6demek ve Misir’in kalkinma ytiriiylistine katkida bulunmak
amaciyla yola ¢iktiklarini soylemiglerdir. Parti kurulug bildirgesine gore partinin
amact “parti kuruculari, 6nce Allah'in rizasi elde etmek sonra da iilkenin ve
vatandaglarin  diinya ve ahiret saaddetini saglayacak olan menfaatlerini
gergeklestirmek ve Misirin gelismis toplumlarin 6nctisti konumuna hazirlamak”
seklinde belirtilmistir. Misir'in Arap ve Islam kimligini muhafaza ederek bunun
ontindeki engellere karsi koymak, her tiirlii batililastirma girisimlerine engel olarak
degerlerin ve ahlakin erezyonuna karsi miicadele etmek, hicbir siyasi akimi veya
toplumsal kesimi dislamayacak hukuki, anayasal ve siyasal islahati gergeklestirmek,
tiim vatandaslarin haklarimi koruyacak, Misirli olmayan yabancilarin giivenligini
temin edecek, esitlik, 6zgtirliik, adalet ve cogulculuk ilkeler tizerinde yeni Misir'in
ingas1 igin ¢calismak gibi hususlar partinin amaglari arasinda yer almaktadir.?

Insa ve Kalkinma Partisi, 3 Temmuz askeri darbesine karsi ¢ctkmis ve Misir’in tiim
bolgelerinde yapilan darbe kargsiti gosterilerde yer almustir.

c. Hizbu’'l-Fadile / Fazilet Partisi

2011 yilinda kurulan ve selefi kimligiyle bilinen ilk parti olma 6zelligini tagiyan
Fazilet Partisi, “Islam Seriatimin ilkeleriyle uyumlu olacak sekilde adalet ve esitlik
degerlerini yayginlastirmak, biitiin alanlarda Misir'in liderlik konumunu yeniden
saglamak isteyen parti” sloganiyla ortaya gikmistir. Kurulusundan kisa bir siire
sonra baslayan parlamento segimlerine hazirliklarini tamamlamadig gerekgesiyle
katilmayacagimi  soyleyen partinin  kurucular1 Mahmad Muhammed Bedr,
Muhammed Abdiih el Imam, Halid Said ve selefi hareketin énemli énciilerinden biri
olan Seyh Ferhat Ramazan gibi sahsiyetler yer almistir. Parti baskanligimi yapan
asker kokenli Adil Abdiilmaksadun bazi gerekgeler ileri siirerek ayrilmasi ve yeni
bir parti kurma ¢alismalarina baglamasiyla birlikte parti i¢i tartismalar yasannmustir.

“Hep birlikte Misir'in 1slaht i¢in” sloganiyla yoluna devam eden Fazilet Partisi,
anayasanin hiikiimlerine uygun bir sekilde toplumun ve sivil kurumlarin islahi igin
calisacagmi, tiim vatandaglarin katilimiyla gergeklestirilecek olan kalkinma
projesiyle  Misi'in  Arap islam diinyasindaki liderlik konumuna yeniden
kavusturmay: saglayacagini, adil bir gelir dagilimini esas alarak ayrim yapmadan
toplumun tiim fertleri ig¢in adalet ve esitligi gerceklestirecegini, anayasanin
belirledigi hak ve 6zgtirliikleri tim bireyler icin teminat altina alacagini ve genglerin
ontinii agarak onlar1 destekleyecegini belirtmistir.?” Parti programinda demokrasinin
[slam’daki stira prensibine benzedigini, her ikisinin de siyasi birer yorum olarak
halkin yonetimdeki onceligini ortaya koydugunu, siyasal iktidarin ancak halkin

% http://albenaa-tanmea.com/Program.aspx
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2 http://www.alfadyla.com/aboutus
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se¢imi ve irddesi sonucu mesra olacagm belirterek demokrasi konusunda yapilan
teolojik tartismalar karsisindaki tavrini ortaya koymustur.?

Diger selefi kokenli partiler gibi Fazilet partisi de baskenti Kudiis olan bir
Filistin Devleti'nin kurulmas: ig¢in tiim Misirhlarin  Filistinlileri desteklemesi
gerektigini dile getirmistir. Cumhurbaskanlif secimlerinde ilk turda EbG Futth'y,
ikinci turda ise Muhammed Miirsi'yi desteklemislerdir. 3 Temmuz 2013 askeri
darbesine de karsi ¢ikan Fazilet Partisi mensuplari, yapilan darbe kargiti gosterilere
de destek vermislerdir.

d. Hizbu'l-Asale / Asalet Partisi

Fazilet Partisi Genel Baskanlik gorevini birakan Adil Abdiilmaksid ve
arkadaslari tarafindan 2011 yilinda kurulan Asalet Partisi, selefi egilimiyle bilinen bir
diger partidir. Daha onceleri Icisleri Bakanlhiginda gorev yapan, donemin Icisleri
Bakami Habib el- Adli'nin yardimcisi bir subay olan Adil Abdilmaksad beraber
hareket ettigi bazi arkadaslariyla birlikte bagkani oldugu Fazilet Partisi'ndeki diger
yoneticilerin “mesruiyet icinde kalan, hukukun tstiinlGgiine saygil, ilimh selefi
islam yontemini benimseyen bir konumdan uzaklasarak, hem islami faaliyetlere
hem de genel menfaatlere zarar verecek asini sert fikirlere meyleden bir komplonun
icinde olduklarim” soyleyerek kesin olarak partiyle tiim iligkilerini kopardigim
belirtmistir.2

“Koklii gelenegin prensipleriyle cagdas bir bakis agis1” ilkesiyle ortaya ¢ikan
Asalet Partisi, 25 Ocak devrimini Misir halkinin asil durusuna baglayarak Misir'in,
yakin tarihinde yanhs yonetilerek fitratindan uzaklastinldigini, rigvet ve
yolsuzlugun yayginlastigini dile getirmistir. Parti programinda Seriatin anayasanin
temel kaynagi oldugunu, halkin tiim kesimleri igin adaletin anayasayla teminat
altina alindigini ve gayr-i Miislimlerin kendi 6zel hukuklarini uygulamada ozgtir
olduklarini, ehil kadrolarin is basina gelmesi gerektigini, iktidarin secimlerle el
degistirecegini ve Cumhurbagkam dahil tiim segilmis yoneticilerin halka kars:
sorumlu olduklarini aciklamistir.3

Cumhurbaskanlig: se¢imleri i¢in aday olarak emekli biiytikel¢i olan Abdullah el-
Asalt gostermis, ancak Islamalarin oylarimin  béliinecegi endigesiyle aday,
Muhammed Miirsi lehine yaristan ¢ekilince Asalet Partisi, bu secimlerin her iki
turunda da Miirsi'yi destekleyerek diger selefi kokenli partilerden farkl bir politika
izlemistir. 2013 yilinda parti icinde yasanan tartigmalar sonucunda liderlik igin
yeniden segim yapilmis ve Thab Seyha, partililerin biiyiik destegini alarak bagkan
secilmistir.

Askeri darbeye karsi ¢ikan parti mensuplari yapilan darbe karsiti gosteriler icinde
yer almislardir. Darbe yonetiminin Misirhilarin %65 oyuyla kabul edilen anayasay:
ilga etmesi Asalet Partisi tarafindan sert bir sekilde elestirilmistir. Darbe yonetimi
tarafindan yeni bir anayasa yapmalari igin atadig 50 kisilik komisyona karsi da sert

#  http://www.alfadyla.com/program
2 http:f,n"ww w.youm?.com/News.asp?NewslD=4523347. Um5PFel5nmQ
W http:/fwww.alasalah.org/files/alasalah%20party.pdf
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bir sekilde muhalefet eden parti yonetimi, askiya alinan anayasaya sahip ¢ikmus,
darbecilerin bu anayasayr rafa kaldirarak kendilerine mesrtiyet devsirmek
istediklerini ve cuntanin atadigi komisyonda yer alanlari da darbeciler lehine
hirsizlik yapmakla suglamigtir.”!

Asélet Partisinin kurucu lideri olan Adil Abdiilmakstd'un kardesi ve partiye
yakinligiyla bilinen Seyh Muhammed Abdtilmakstd, Misir selefileri tizerinde etkili
bir sahsiyet olarak Darbe karsiti gosterilerin sembolii haline gelen Rabia
Meydani'nda gostericilere seslenerek darbecileri sert bir dille elestirmistir. Onun bu
tavri ayni zamanda partinin de darbe karsiti politikas: tizerinde etkili olmustur.
Asalet Partisi, darbe sonrasinda kurulan ve secilmis Cumhurbaskant Muhammed
Miirsi‘'ye sahip ¢ikarak yapilan darbe karsiti gosterileri organize eden “Darbeye
Kars: Milli ttifak” icinde yer almistir.

e. Hizbu'l-Vatan / Vatan Partisi

Nur Partisi gatisi altinda bir araya gelen basta iskenderiye olmak tizere Misir'in
diger Selefi akimlarinin kendi aralarindaki goriis ayriliklar, onlarin siyasi kolu olan
Nur Partisi'ne de yansimis ve parti i¢i derin tartismalar, istifalarla sonuglanmigtir.
Nur Partisi’nin kurucu baskani olan imad Abdtlgaffar, parti igindeki 1slahatgilarin
lideri olarak hareket etmis ve partiden ayrilmak zorunda kalmigtir. Parti yonetiminin
Selefi cemaatlerin yonetiminden bagimsizlagtirma politikastyla yola ¢ikan imad
Abdtilgaffar 2013 yilimin baginda Vatan Partisi'ni kurmustur. Diger selefi partiler ile
Miisltiman kardeslerin siyasi kolu olan Hiirriyet ve Adalet Partisi arasinda orta bir
yol benimsemeye c¢alisan  AbdiilgaffGr, Muhammed Miirsi tarafindan
Cumhurbaskant yardimcihigina getirilmisti. Askeri darbeye kadar bu gorevini
yirtiten Abdiilgaffir, darbe yonetimine karsi ¢itkmig ve parti olarak darbe karsiti
gosterilerine destek vermistir.

Nur Partisi'nin lideri Ytnus Mahyun’un darbecileri desteklemesi, liberallerin
temsilcisi olan Muhammed Baradey ve Kibtilerle birlikte darbe koalisyonu iginde yer
almasi parti tabaninda biiytik kirilmalara yol a¢higindan dolayi, yeni kurulan Vatan
Partisi'nin selefileri temsil bakimindan 6ne gectigi izlenimi vermektedir. Ctlinkii
daha onceleri Nur Partisi'ni destekleyen bir¢ok Selefi cevreler darbe karsit
gosterilerde aktif olarak yer almiglardir. Ayrica darbe yonetimi tarafindan yeni bir
anayasa yapimi i¢in atanan komisyonun daha onceleri selefilerin yogun baskilar
sonucu anayasada yer alan bazi maddeleri yeni anayasada yer vermeyeceklerini
belirtmeleri parti tabanini rahatsiz etmistir.

Basta Nur Partisi mensuplari olmak tizere diger selefi cevrelerin ilgisine mazhar
olan Vatan Partisi, askeri darbe sonras stire¢te anayasal durumu savunarak darbe
yonetiminin uygulamalarina karst ¢itkmistir.®

3 http://www.alasalah.org/show-266.html
2 https://www.facebook.com/watanpartyeg
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Sonug

Misir'in en eski dini-sivil yapilanmalart olan el-Cem’iyyetii’s-Ser’iyye ve
Cemaatu Ensari’s-Stinneti’l-Muhammediyye isimli olusumlar, bugtinkii Misir'in
tim dini hareketlerine ve cemaatlere kaynaklik yapmustir. Misliiman Kardesler
Hareketi'nden dogan tiim selefi egilimli diger olusumlarin tamami, bu iki biiytik
yapinin ana havzasindan ortaya ¢ikmustir. Her iki yapinin kuruculari ve liderleri
Ezher kokenlidir. Her ikisi de Misir’da yaygin olan ve toplumun genig kesimlerini
etkileyen geleneksel tarikatlara kargi tavir almistir. Ozellikle de bu tasavvufi egilimli
hareketlerle baglantih olarak degerlendirilen bidat ve hurafelerle miicadele
etmislerdir. Her iki olusum, dinin bidat ve hurafelerden arindirilmasi, tiirbelerden
medet bekleme, onlara kurban adama ve oralarda namaz kilma gibi adetlerle
miicadele etme konusunda ayni anlayist benimsemislerdir. Ancak tarikatlarn
degerlendirmede birbirlerinden farkli bir tavir benimsemislerdir. el-Cem’iyyetii’s-
Ser’iyye isimli olusum, tasavvufi yapilarin tamamini reddetmemekte bunlarin iginde
stinnete bagh kalanlar1 olumlu gérmektedir. Bundan dolay: da Miisliiman Kardesler
Cemaatinin mensuplariyla daha yakimn bir iligki icinde olmustur. Cemaatii Ensari’s-
Stinne isimli yap1 ise tasavvuf ve tarikatlarin tamamiyla miicadele etmeyi prensip
olarak benimsedigi i¢in daha ¢ok selefi hareketlerle yakin igbirligi icinde olmug ve
bugitinkii selefi hareketlerin btiytiik bir kismui bu yapinin i¢inden ¢ikmustir.®

25 Ocak devriminden sonra hizli bir sekilde orgiitlenerek Nur Partisi catisi altinda
parlamento ve senato segimlerine giren Selefiler, Orta dogudaki siyasi dengeleri
altiist eden bir basar1 elde ederek Miisliiman Kardeglerin siyasi yapilanmasina
alternatif bir siyasi gii¢ haline gelmiglerdir. Ortaya ¢iktiklari tarihten itibaren siyasi
faaliyetlerden uzak duran, hatta demokrasi ve se¢imleri [slam agismdan mesru
gormeyen, kendileriyle Thvan Hareketi arasindaki temel celiskinin [hvan’in
demokrasiye ve parlamentoya sicak bakmak oldugunu sdyleyen Selefi olusumlarin
siyaset diinyasina atilarak partilesmeleri ve se¢imlere katilmalari, onlar1 hazirliksiz
olduklari bir mecranin igine stirtiklemistir. Siyasete dair teorileriyle siyaset pratikleri
arasinda bocalayan Selefi akimlar, {ilkeyi ilgilendiren tiim siyasi, sosyal ve ekonomik
sorunlar karsisinda teorik diizeyde de olsa bir ¢oziim tiretemedikleri gibi, her ortaya
cikan sorun karsisinda béliinmekten kendilerini kurtaramamuslardir. Kisa donemlik
parlamento c¢alismalarinda yaptiklart agiklamalarla ve faaliyetlerle siyasete hazir
olmadiklarimi gostermislerdir.

Selefiler, 2012 yilinda kurulan anayasa yapim komisyonunda yer almislar ve
referandumla kabul edilerek 25 Aralik 2012 tarihinde yirtrlige giren, ancak 3
Temmuz 2013 yihinda yapilan askeri darbeyle askiya alinan anayasa metninde baz:
maddelerin yer almasinda biiytik ugraslar vermislerdir. Daha 6nceki anayasada da
yer alan ve yeni anayasa metnine oldugu gibi alinan “Devletin dini [slam’dir, resmi
dili Arapga’dir, islam serfatmin prensipleri yasamanin temel kaynagidir”.3

33 Abdiilmiinim Miinib, Delili’l-Harekit i"!—fs!éun'_r;_l;eii’J'-Masri_t,r},re, Kahire, Mektebetu’'I-Medbli, 2010, s.
49-55.
M “Diistiiru Cumhdiriyyeti Misr el-Arabiyye”, Metdbiu'I-Hey eti'l-Amme 1i'l-Isti‘lanit, Kahire, 2012,
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seklindeki ikinci madde tizerinde yogun tartismalar yasanmustir. Selefiler, bu
maddenin muglak oldugunu, farkli sekillerdeki yorumlara acgik oldugunu
dolayisiyla bu maddenin yeni bir maddeyle agiklanmasi gerektigi konusunda israrci
olmuslar ve ayn1 komisyonda yer alan liberal, sol ve Kibti kesimin temsilcileriyle sert
bir mticadele i¢ine girmislerdir. Bu kesimlerin komisyonu terk etmesi ve Selefilerin
yogun baskisi sonucu yeni yapilan anayasada 219 nolu ek maddeye yer verilmistir.
Bu madde, ikinci maddeyi “Islam seriatinin prensipleri; (islam seriatinin) kalli
delillerini, ustli ve fikhi kaidelerini, Ehl-i Stinnet ve’l-Cemaat mezheplerinin
muteber kaynaklarini kapsar” seklindeki agiklamayla yorumlamaktadir. Ayru Selefi
gruplarin siyasal temsilcisi olan Nur Partisi, anayasanin bu maddesindeki 1srarh
tutumu sonucu anayasa komisyonunu terk eden liberal ve Kibtilerin temsilcileriyle
Askerl cuntanin yaminda yer almakta ve darbeye destek vermekte bir sakinca
gormeyerek ilkesiz bir politika benimsemistir.

Arap [slam diinyasinda cemaatten siyasi partiye doniisiim meselesi, sadece selefi
gruplarin problemi olmayip diger Islami cemaatleri de etkileyen bir sorundur. Arap
devrimlerinden sonra legal siydset yapma imkani bulan Miisliiman Kardesgler ve
Nahda gibi diger Islami hareketler, demokrasi ve parlamento konusunda zaman
icinde yapti1 teorik tartigmalarla giiglii bir literatiir ve belirgin bir bakis agisi
olusturdugu icin pratik siyaset yapma konusunda Selefilere gore daha avantajh bir
konumda olduklarim gostermislerdir. Ancak Selefi hareketler “fetva” ile “politika”
arasinda ortaya c¢ikan ugurumu kapatmakta ve politik her tutumu dini
referanslardan hareketle temellendirme konusunda bir sorun yasamaktadir. Bundan
dolay1 da her ortaya ¢ikan ve aktif siyasetle politik bir durus sergilenmesi gereken
ekonomik, sosyal vs. konularda parti kimligiyle yapilan agiklamalar, cemaat
kimligiyle elestiriye ugramaktan kurtulamamistir. Mesela kadinlarin  sosyal
hayattaki yeri, parti ¢alismalarina katihp katilamayacag hattd aday gosterilip
gosterilemeyecegi, uluslararasi para fonlarindan faizli kredi alimip alinmayacag gibi
bir¢ok konuda parti adina yapilan agiklamalar cemaat adina yapilan agiklamalarla
elestirilmistir.

3 Temmuz 2013 yilinda Misir'in 6zglir secimlerle iktidara gelmis olan
Muhammed Miirsi'ye kars: yapilan askeri darbe ve sonrasinda gelisen olaylar, selefi
gruplar arasinda koklii bir ayrigmaya sebebiyet vermistir. Biiyiik bir selefi
koalisyonu olan Nur Partisinin bir¢ok kurucu kadrosu askeri darbeye kars: ¢ikarak
partiden ayrildilar ve bazilari darbeyi elestiren eylemlerinden dolay: tutuklandilar.
Bugtin igin bir tabela partisine dontisen Nur Partisi, askeri cunta yonetimine verdigi
destekten dolay1r Misir genelinde biiyiik dl¢tide destegini kaybetmistir.
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Arab Spring and Salafism

-Case of Egypt-’

Ramazan YILDIRIM™
Abstract

The emergence of groups who call themselves ‘Salafi’ dates back to two centuries ago.
Those movements, which have small regional differences, had the opportunity of forming a
community in Egypt. On the other hand, a new community era began in the Arab world with
public riots in Tunusia which spread to Egypt, Libya, Syria and Yemen. In Egypt, which is
the most important country in the Arab and African region, every group that found an
opportunity to participate in politics, has been transformed into political parties. There is no
doubt that among those groups, the Salafi movement has attracted more attention than
others. Salafis have established several political parties, although in previous periods, they
refrained from engaging in politics and were more prone to educational and social activities.
In this study, the views and structures of Salafis will be analyzed before and after the
January 25 revolution in Egypt where Salafis entered the political area.

Keywords: Egypt, Salafis, Politics, Arab Spring.

Arap Bahar1 ve Sonrasinda Selefilik

-Misir Ornegi-
Ozet

Arap diinyasinda kendisini “selefi” olarak tanimlayan hareketlerin ortaya cikisi yaklagik
olarak bir asir 6ncesine dayanmaktadir. Ortaya ¢iktiklar: bolgelere gore kendi icinde kiigiik
de olsa bir takim farkliliklar barindiran bu hareketler, daha ¢ok Misir'da “cemaatlesme”
imkan1 bulmuslardir. Diger taraftan 2011 yilinda Tunus’ta baslay1p kisa bir siire i¢inde Misir,
Libya, Suriye ve Yemen’de devam eden halk isyanlari sonucunda Arap diinyasinda yeni bir
dénem basladi. Arap ve Afrika cografyasinin en 6nemli iilkesi olan Misir'da yasanan yeni
siirecle birlikte, legal siyaset yapma imkani bulan tiim toplumsal kesimler, hizla partileserek
siyaset arenasindaki yerini aldi. Hig siiphesiz bu kesimler i¢inde Selefi hareketler digerlerine
gore daha fazla ilgi odag1 haline geldi. Daha dnceleri aktif siyasetten uzak duran ve daha ¢ok
egitim, davet ve diger sosyal faaliyetlerde bulunan ve demokrasi, secim ve parlamento gibi
mekanizmalar: dini agidan sakincali gordiikleri i¢in kabul etmeyen Selefiler, hizli bir sekilde
bircok siyasi parti kurarak politikaya atildilar. Bu makalede 25 Ocak devrimiyle birlikte
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Misir’'da siyasi hayata atilan Selefilerin devrim &ncesi yapilari, fikirleri ve devrim sonrasi
kurduklari partiler ile siyasi tutum ve goriisleri tizerinde durulacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Misir, Selefiler, Siyaset, Arap Bahari.

Introduction: Which Salafism

A mentality unique to itself in terms of a way of thinking or interpretation of
religious texts, Salafism has been become a movement of ideas in the last century.
The current movement of Salafism, which only looks for solutions to Islam’s
problems today in the Asr al-Saa’dat and reduced this way of thinking into merely
a very formalistic way of piety, originated in Egypt, as did other Islamic
movements which then evolved as it spread into other parts of the world. The
current movements of Salafi origin can be divided into different categories in terms
of the methods adopted to bring about social change. A movement, which emerged
within the Salafi groups that mainly focused on communication of and invitation to
Islam, emphasized the idea of jihad and embodied it in practices, while other
groups focused on the possibility of becoming a better religious person, and in that
path they called for a formalistic understanding of religion which is reflected in
appearance.

As in all the movements after the Arabic evolutions, Salafis experienced a large-
scale evolution of their own. Salafis deemed it a blasphemy to participate in or
establish any kind of political organization or to be in a parliament and heavily
criticized other Islamic movements which allowed these practices. Nevertheless, the
majority of Salafis behaved rather pragmatically and went on to establish their own
political parties and participated in elections. Despite the differences in their
methods, the interpretation of religion in all the groups which consider themselves
as Salafis, is almost the same. Salafis have common point of view in terms of the
literal interpretation of religious texts, formalistic piety, disregarding of different
social traditions in the name of strict religious outlines and classifying every new
idea and interpretation as bid’ah.

The emergence of the movements called “Salafi” in the Arab world dates back to
nearly a century ago. Though of a small scale compared to the regions which they
emerged from, these movements had internal differences of their own, and the real
opportunity of becoming “congregations” was found in Egypt. Salafi movements
began to draw more attention since January 25, 2011 when grassroots movements
reached a peak in Egypt and launched a new process called the “Arab spring” or
“Arab revolutions.” These movements have become strong political actors in many
Arab countries, notably Egypt, in the wake of the Arab revolutions and they have
been fed by some traditional religious structures defined as Salafi in Egypt.
Dwelling on the history, the founders and the traditional opinions of these Salafi-
religious movements will enable us to be closely acquainted with today’s political
parties of Salafi origin.
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Salafism today does not comprise of a homogenous structure in terms of
thinking and practices as the Ikhwan Movement. Therefore it is hard to categorize
according to precise criteria. The principles of faith they defend and the cultural
atmosphere where they emerged are quite similar. However, it is possible to put
these movements under four categories in terms of their views on the social and
political domain and their perceptions of politics and society.!

The first group is the traditional salafism, which has a basis of science and
invitation. These Salafi groups invite people to their principles, provide religious
education and refuse all political participation. They focus on doctrines and aim to
cleanse the essentials of doctrines from bid’ah and untrue knowledge. To them,
other sub-sects such as Mu'tazila, Kharijites and Shia are erring. It keeps its distance
from Ash’arism and Matudirism, casting out the Sufi movements in particular. This
movement of Salafism is particularly widespread in Saudi Arabia and it aims to
spread the thoughts of people such as Abd al-Aziz ibn Baz and Muhammad
Nasiruddin al-Albani.

The salafi movement’s the second group who comes forward with its stance
which is strictly against politics and political parties. Supporting “obedience to
rulers”, these Salafis oppose all kinds of political opposition and support political
parties in power against other Islamist movements that desire to come to power
through political parties. These groups are widespread in the Arab region notably
in Saudi and Gulf countries and their efficiency in society has weakened in the
wake of the Arab revolutions.

The third group of salafis is rather named “jihadist salafism”. These are the
groups who declare regimes in the Arab world as unbelievers, resort to violence
against these regimes, and are held responsible for most of the attacks in the Islam
world.

The fourth group adopts a reformist approach. This group adopts a more
moderate attitude towards social and political issues. It not only defends Salafi
beliefs and principles but also supports active involvement in every domain in
public life. This group argues that social and political change should be gradually
and peacefully made. Salafis in this group failed in active politics before the Arab
revolutions due to lack of favorable environment; however, they joined politics by
means of different political parties in Egypt in particular, and Tunisia, Libya and
Yemen in the wake of the revolutions.

1 Mohammad Abu Rumman, es-Selefiyyiin ve'r-Rebiu’l-Arabi, Beyrut, Merkezii Dirasati’l-Vahdeti'l-
‘Arabiyye, 2013, p. 47-51.
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A. Traditional Salafi Movements Before Arab Revolutions
1. Al-Jamiat Al-Shariah

Going by the full name “el-Cem’iyyetu’s-Ser’iyye li-teaviini’l-Amiline bi'l-Kitab
ve’s-Siinne”, this group was founded by Sheik Mahmud Hattab as-Subkhi of al-
Azhar scholars in 1912. This organization, which emerged as a reaction to debates
about matters that surged after the English invasion of Egypt such as new reforms
in education, increasing westernization tendencies, the place of religion in social
life, the effectiveness of female individuals in society, is the first organized
assembly of Egypt.? When it emerged, it attracted great global attention, but it was
much later when the movement started to be referred to in the context of salafism.
This formation rather focused on social activities and gaining an institutional
structure when it first emerged, but Mahmud Hattab its founder, reiterated “salafi
doctrines” when defining the outlines of the movement as a scholar from Azhar.
According to him, a person who is a member of this group “must be based on the
salafi doctrine and as long as they are Muslims they will never claim that their
predecessors are defiers of Allah or doers of bid’ah. A person also must not have
any bigotry about any figh sect or defend any sect against another. All followers of
sunnah are reliable in terms of correctly understanding people...”?

As-Subki, founder of the community, openly expressed that he does not find it
right to deal with politics and he acted with the principle of “following politics and
but not doing it”. They never did enter into an attitude that is in conflict with the
political authorities.

The community considered the new situation that emerged in Egypt after the 25
January revolution, and started to openly express its thoughts against political
events, which they used to stay silent against in the past. For instance they openly
announced in a press meeting, with reasons, that they would support Muhammad
Mursi, the candidate of Muslim Brotherhood movement in the second stage of
presidential elections.*

The fact that it doesn’t strictly require a political stance of its people and it
treated all sects of sunnism as equal, turned this movement into a base, from which
other religious movements emerged later on which became prominent in Egypt. It
carries the greater purposes of saving and protecting Muslims from wrong beliefs
and for this purpose it aims to spread Islamic culture and true religious principles,
opening courses where people can memorize the Qur’an, constructing mosques
where needed, tending to people in need, founding hospitals for people in need

2 Ahmed Zaglul Sellata, el-Hdletii’s-Selefiyyetu’I-Mudsira fi Misr, Cairo, Mektebetu’l-Mebdili, 2011, p.
201.

3 http://alshareyah.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=115&Itemid=639
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and instilling in the whole nation the understanding of social solidarity from an
Islamic point of view.5

2. Ansar al-Sunnah al-Muhammadiyah

This group was established formally in 1926 by Muhammad Hamid al-Faki, a
scholar of Ezher. Keeping its distance from cults which had been widespread in
Egypt since the beginning of 1910s, Muhammad al-Faki shared his thoughts to his
close acquaintances that there were now much more bid’ah and superstitions in the
society, which almost got to the point of becoming shirk, and that the way to deal
with this is to get back in line with the Prophet’s sunnah. This also constitutes the
moment where he started his works. Previously in a movement which defined itself
as a salafi formation under the name “Al-Jamiat Al-Shariah”, Muhammad al-Faki
entered debates with the leaders of this movements regarding the concepts of “al-
Asma' wa al-Sifat”, which is one of the basics of Kalan discipline, which prompted
him to leave the movement. He then communicated his thoughts in masjids, coffee
houses and other locations where there were crowds, which is how he was able to
gather people around him. The people around him and some sect members had
tension between them because of religious dissidence.

In order to move in a more regular fashion and institutionalize based on his
principles, al-Faki established a foundation to continue his activities. Later on, he
criticized the revolution demonstrations held in 1919 against the English invasion.
Because according to him, termination of the English invasion wouldn’t be possible
with protest demonstrations in areas where there are uncovered women. In this
way, the principle of full adherence to Allah and His Messenger cannot be
implemented. Egypt’s liberation from occupation would only be possible by
embracing the Sunnah of the Prophet and leaving bid’ah and superstitions.
Muhammad al-Faki also objected to the statement of “Religion belongs to Allah,
homeland belongs to everyone” which was the slogan in the 1919 revolution.® The
congregation has been growing since it was founded; it has 200 branches only in
Egypt and has 1750 mosques under its jurisdiction. Apart from Egypt, it has many
members in various African countries such as Sudan, Chad and Somalia.

The members of Ansar al-Sunnah al-Muhammadiyah made their mission and
the main principles is to invite people to pure tawhid, which is free of any kind of
shirk and is in the ways of salaf, to explain the principles of the Qur’an to people
and to adopt as principles to stay away from all kinds of bid’ah and superstition. To
them, Islam is both religion and state; it regulates at all times and in all spaces. A
Muslim society has to be founded and it has to be regulated using what Allah
brought down for us. Failure to implement shariah in any worldly affair is to get

5 Memdtih es-Seyh, Selefiyyiin, Cairo, Daru Ahbari’l-Yevm, 2011., p. 68.
¢ http://www.ansaralsonna.com/web/pageother-659.html
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ahead of one’s scale. In order to substitute Allah’s shariah on earth, one should
follow wise politics without hurrying and with no conflict. “The congregation
believes that democracy is a heretic order. Because democracy grants people the
power to make laws, which, in truth, only belongs to Allah. The order of Islam has
particularities of its own and those have nothing to do with modern Western
orders. Instead, the congregation believes that implementing preferences in
nomination and voting is duly lawful. Because it is lawful to compete with
democrats in elections of all scales, in order to reduce the malice they would do. But
when doing all this, one has to observe the principles of shariah and see to it that
“masalih” rules “mafasid”.”” Adopting these principles at a theoretical level, the
congregation is against political parties in practice and argues that establishment of
the Islamic state is only possible through dissemination of pure tawhid. The return
of caliphate and realization of the victory Allah has promised depends on
dissemination of tawhid. Strictly opposed to armed struggles against political
powers, the congregation deems acts of this kind as “Khariji” (erring) and suggests
that this can bring no outcome but spreading of sedition.

The Ansar al-Sunnah al-Muhammadiyah congregation did not officially take
place in any political parties after the Egyptian Revolution on 25 January 2011, but
it released a memorandum which covered its stance in many internal and external
country affairs. For instance they published a memorandum on 22.08.2011, in which
they hailed the resistance which defeated Qaddafi in Libya and congratulated their
victory.® They also published a memorandum which stated they would be
supporting Hazem Salah Abu Ismail in the presidential elections.® However the
candidacy of Hazem Salah Abu Ismail was vetoed by the Egyptian Supreme
Election Board. As a principle, the congregation adopted the idea to support all
Islamist candidates in the first stage of the presidential elections. Then, in the
second stage they published a justified memorandum where they stated that they
would be supporting Muhammad Mursi, the candidate of the Muslim Brotherhood
movement: “After the announcing of results of the first stage of the elections, the
Scholars Council evaluated the current situation, after which they invited
Muhammad Mursi, who succeeded into the second stage, to learn his thoughts
about the implementation of shariah and Shia. Then the Council obtained an “an
oath and a covenant” from Muhammad Mursi and decided to support him so that
he could spend his efforts to implement shariah using the method of Sunni Islam,
be a brother with Muslim men and women without any partisanship, spend efforts

7 Salahuddin Hasan, “"Haritatu’t-Teyyarati’s-Selefiyye fi Misr”,
http://www.onislam.net/arabic/islamyoon/salafists/113039-2010-03-09%2014-32-04.html
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to help people in need, increase the living standards of all Egyptians, care for poor
people and not live his life away or be detached from his society.1

3. Salafi Invitation / Salafis of Iskandariya

After the 1970s, student movements in Egypt universities increased and a new
movement emerged, which was known as “al-Jama'a al-Islamiyya”. Many members
of this movement then joined the Muslim Brotherhood Movement, but a group led
by some people from Iskandariya declined, and decided to move on their own. This
group was especially influenced by Saudi-rooted salafi formations and as from the
1980s they named themselves as “Al Madrasatul Salafiyah / the School of
Salafiyah”.!* Spreading into other parts of Egypt rather quickly, this movement
existed in preaches, in mosques, and in personal direction, but then they
established many TV channels, therefore becoming a much wider voice to appeal to
a much wider audience.’?

After the revolution on 25 January, the salafi-rooted political parties made a fast
entry to Egyptian politics and the leading groups of these parties came from these
movements. There will be a separate section dedicated to the political parties
established after the revolution, therefore for now some opinions held before the
revolution will be briefly discussed.

Based in Iskandariya, this movement established a school named “al-Furqan li-
I'dadi’d-Duat” in order to train their own communicators who would disseminate
their ideas to society, therefore adding another dimension to their activities. They
also published their views on the monthly periodical “Savtu’d-Da’ve”. In this
period, they were accused of being “imported salafis” since they had relations with
people such as Abd al-Aziz bin Baz and Muhammad ibn al Uthaymeen who were
among the pioneers of Saudi-rooted salafism.

The Salafis of Iskandariya were very widely spread and active in the society, but
contrary to other Islamic sects, they didn’t have an organized structure. Rather than
being an institution-centered organization, they have been a person-oriented
formation. They also do not adopt principles such as allegiance and secrecy, which
other sects do, and believe that any work can be done openly and without
allegiance to anyone.

The salafi summoners attach special importance to subjects such as tawhid and
akaid, suggesting that true examples of Islam must be taken from the Qur’an and
Sunnah through an understanding of the sahabah and tabi'un. They fight against
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11 Salahuddin Hasan, es-Selefiyyiin fi Misr, Misir, 2012, p. 21.

12 Ali Abdulal, ed-Da’vetii’s-Selefiyye bi'l-Iskenderiyye, Beyrut, Miiessesetu’l-Intisari’l-Arabi, 2012., p. 36.
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bid’ah and superstitions and they express that whoever adopts their principles
must gain competency in religious branches of science. In order to gradually
transform society and create an Islamic community, they adopted a four-stage
method. The first stage is cleansing, where it is required to free Muslims’ beliefs
from everything that is against shariah, convince them to adopt salafi methods in
their lives, and free all Islamic scholars and religious books from weakly founded
and made-up narratives, Israel-based content and figh opinions which are against
true hadiths. The second stage is education/training. A person who surpasses this
stage becomes a good salafi. Individuals, who complete their education using
religious books which are free of all sorts of errors, can summon Muslims to start
educating them too. In a society where all individuals have completed these steps,
an Islamic state can be established without any need for elections or reforms. The
third stage is al-mufasalah/divergence. At this point Muslims announce that they
are severing their ties with rulers who do not rule within the order that Allah has
brought down. They express that these rules are in err and warn them and their
helpers to return from superstition, and that otherwise they would be facing an
Islamic jihad. It must be clearly expressed that all Muslims must state their sides,
whether they are on the side of the truth, or power, and that if they are on the side
of the power, than they’d be deemed to be on the side of superstition. The fourth
stage is jihad. In this stage, if rulers don’t accept to be ruled by Islamic rules and
oversee the previous warning, the defenders of truth start jihad against them. At
this point, the opposing sides are very clear. Part of society defends the truth, while
the other part is pro superstition.’

According to this movement, which was free from all kinds of political activities
before the January 25 revolution, it adopts democracy as a western system in the
political order in Egypt. This system contradicts some of the principles of religion
and is also a product of western culture, and is placed far from the principles of
Islam. Therefore, democracy is not an alternative to the scholarship principle of
Islam. In the case of democracy implementation, there is a possibility that someone
who is not a Muslim or is a woman, or someone who is openly hostile to the
religion, can be in a position to rule the Islamic State, which is unacceptable. The
Salafis of Iskandariya softened their views in light of later developments and
turned positively towards a possible democratic order. According to them, as long
as one rejects all things superstitious as well as rejection of participation in foreign-
originated actions, democracy can be utilized as a method to implement Islamic
shariah.4

In the time of Husnu Mubarak, the Muslim Brotherhood were very interested in
and successful at gathering support of student unions, syndicates, law societies,
commercial chambers, etc. since these establishments did not have any powers to

13 Salahuddin Hasan, Haritatu't-Teyydriti’s-Selefiyye fi Misr,
http://www.onislam.net/arabic/islamyoon/salafists/113039-2010-03-09%2014-32-04.html
14 Ali Abdulal, ibid, p.55.
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make laws. In parliamentary elections they couldn’t reach any consensus to
preserve the same point of view. However, immediately after the revolution of 25
January they self-transformed into a political party and became an important part
of Egyptian politics.

This moment, which comes from the same pool as Iskandariya salafis can be
evaluated and is rather rooted in Cairo, but later diverged and named itself as “al
Salafiyah al Hareqia”, in the same group.'®> This movement was different from the
Iskandariya movement in that it voiced its opinions about rules more openly and
harshly. According to them it is not sufficient to announce that rulers who do not
rule by what Allah brought down is not sufficient, one needs to announce them as
blasphemers too, and very openly. Clothes that are against the rules of Islam and
other behaviors classified as sin are also signs of jahiliyyah (ignorance). It is
blasphemy to add anything to or subtract anything from shariah. And to them, it is
unlawful to participate in parliaments too, because parliaments can choose to
implement decisions that may not necessarily be rooted in Allah’s shariah and
therefore deem their constitutions to be better than religion. These salafi members
are also known to harshly criticize other salafi groups. To them, some salafi groups
spend half-hearted efforts in terms of the concept of sin, and limited the concept of
blasphemy to reject or deny religion. Therefore they named them “the current
murji’ah”.

Mainly leaning on activities, this group does not accept the establishment of
their own congregation in order to not to divide the Muslims into even more
groups, and to encourage their supporters to work together with other
congregations who work on the same areas they focus on in the field. Therefore it is
not in their principle to reject working together with other organizations or
congregations which aim to establish an Islamic state and re-construct the state of
caliphate.6

B. Salafis which Transformed from Congregations into Political Parties

Together with Arabic revolutions which started out in Tunisia and spread in a
short time into Egypt, Libya and Syria, all political and intellectual movements in
the Arabic world faced a new issue. There were religious groups with very little
preparation for these developments, which, after a short period of flounder, quickly
re-structured and the most obvious of them was salafi movements. Their views on
political and social events were not very clear, their movements had no theoretical
outlines and they acted according to the “fatwa” they received from their leaders.
Salafi movements participated in political processes, which they sometimes had

15 Abd al-Munim Munib, Delilu'l-Harekati'l-Islimiyyeti’l-Misriyye, Cairo, Mektebetu'l- Medbfil, 2010, p.
131.
16 Salahuddin Hasan, ibid.
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previously deemed as “non-religious”, through various political parties which they
established themselves.

Previously evaluated under “traditional/scientific” or “field action” categories,
these movements then transformed into a “political/modern” identity. Before
evaluating salafi rallies under political parties, there needs to be a focus firstly on
their attributes to the events which led to the Egyptian revolution on 25 January
2011, which was the starting point of their political journey.

1. The Revolution on 25 January and Salafi Movements

The public movements in Egypt on 25 January 2011 were effective on salafi
groups, and salafi ideas on political and social events were transformed at a great
scale. When the events, which also promoted Husnu Mubarak to leave office
started, the salafi movements in Egypt and salafi individuals assumed different
attributes towards the country’s agenda. We can group these attributes as follows.

a. Supporters and Active Participants of the 25 January Revolution

Known as the salafis of Cairo, or jihadist, or activist salafis from before, these
groups supported the 25 January revolution and actively participated in the process
which led to it. Prominent leaders of this movement, such as Sheik Muhammad
Abd al-Magsud, Sheik Neset Ahmad and Sheik Fevzi Said, participated in the
demonstrations in Tahrir Square and supported the coup by influencing
demonstrators with their speeches. They participated in the demonstrations held in
all big cities of Egypt, starting with Cairo and Iskandariya and held independent
public rallies of their own, but at times they also acted together with other liberal or
nationalist groups which were against Husnu Mubarak in some areas. This support
campaign, started by the Cairo salafis, turned into a platform in a short time with
the support from some Azhar scholars and Iskandariya salafis. Consequently
named “el-Hey’etii’s-Ser’iyye li-Himayeti’'l-Huk(k ve’l-Hiirriyati'l-Mesr(ia”, this
platform published memoranda supporting mass demonstrations, also voicing
warnings that legitimate demands of the public must be met, the second article!” of
the constitution must be left untouched, no excess actions must be taken in
demonstrations and public property must be unharmed.

b. Groups Clearly Opposing the January 25 Revolution

The salafis in Egypt did not have a homogeneous structure among themselves.
For this reason, although they adopted similar ideas and approaches, they exhibited

17 “The state religion is Islam. Arabic is the official language. The principles of Islamic shariah are the
main source of legislation.”
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very different attitudes in politics and social affairs. These fragmented approaches
and dragging their supporting masses into arguments of kalam/figh did not bother
the political rule before the revolution and quite the contrary, it was secretly
supported too. However, with the start of mass demonstrations, when the base of
Salafis who were not alien to political and social issues took to the streets, some
Salafi leaders tried to prevent this according to the principle of “acting in line with
divine rule”. Salafi preachers such as Sheikh Mahmud Mursi, Sheikh Mustafa al-
Adevi and Shaykh Muhammad Hussein Yak{ib opposed the process of revolution
by saying that it was not legitimate to participate in these demonstrations in their
television speeches and took part in the side of the status quo. In their explanations
they reiterated some verses and fitan hadiths and demanded that demonstrators
leave the squares, return to their homes, go to masjids and pray for forgiveness,
stay silent and firm to prevent deterioration, but they were rather ignored by
society and were isolated. These Salafis, better known as the “Ansar al-Sunnah”
group, stated that it was unlawful to protest against the demonstrations and the
manager, in a statement issued after Husnu Mubarak, had to explain that he had
delegated his powers over the mass events.

c. Those Hesitant Against the 25 January Revolution

Holding a very strong and important position among salafis, the Iskandariya
salafis were against an organized leadership structure such as the Muslim
Brotherhood and they were rather an organized group in itself in terms of social
and cultural organizations. These groups took a rather pragmatic approach in terms
of the revolution when they acted according to how the events of the revolution
played out, and set their attitude according to relevant hadiths. When a call was
made using social networks for 25 January demonstrations, Yasir Burhami, one of
the prominent leaders of Iskandariya Salafis announced the following: “in the name
of our attachment to our religion, our sense of responsibility for our country, our
sensitivity to the benefits of our country, our prioritization of the safety of our
country and our citizens in this testing time and our aim to eradicate the desire of
our enemies which aim to lay instigation among us, we will not participate in the 25
January demonstrations...”’8. The demonstration started in all squares in Egypt,
Tahrir first, and then security forces left the squares which led to some street fights,
which were then condemned by Iskandariya salafis as did other groups who
participated in the revolution process. Seeing that a new era is starting, the
Iskandariya Salafis acted in line with hadiths, and in time they changed their
political stances and tried to demonstrate that this was caused by the difference in
opinions, in which there is always room for mistake. Having had no clear attribute
towards demonstrations during the times of revolution, Iskandariya Salafis actively
participated in the later discussions of constitution and related matters, and quickly

18 http://www.salafvoice.com/article.php?a=5115.
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organized themselves into becoming parties, taking their political roles in the
country.

Salafi Movements Turning into Political Parties

Salafis were the most affected group by the intellectual and political changes
that occurred after the Arab revolutions. Traditional salafism, which is not much
concerned with intellectual and political issues, has found itself at the center of
politics, especially with the change in Egypt. Both institutionalized salafism and
charismatic personality-oriented salafism entered into a process of organization and
party-establisment in the political arena where they were not much interested or
involved before. Having no homogenous structure among themselves, the salafis
started to join in politics by forming different political parties because they could
not come together under a single party when they entered politics. Each political
party established by the Salafis also emerged as an extension of the salafi tendencies
they held before. The Iskandariya Salafis had very strict ideas before and during the
revolution in terms of democracy and political parties, and they rejected democracy
completely in their statements. For instance, Sheik Abd al-Munim Sahhat, one of
the official spokespersons of the Salafi Invitation, stated that “We don’t only say
that democracy is unlawful, we say that it is also blasphemy...”** and “Democracy is
a branch of secularism which separates religion from life. Islamists may or may not
use democracy, but according to shariah, it cannot be accepted...”?. However, with
the constitutional referendum in Egypt after the revolution, when the obstacles to
establishing a political party were lifted, all the sections, especially the salafis who
made these statements, quickly turned into political parties. After the revolution of
25 January 2011, the salafis who entered the parliamentary and senate elections in
Egypt under three different party groups maintained their differences by
establishing new parties in the following process. The political parties established
by the salafis in Egypt after the revolution are the following.

a. Hizb al-Nour / Party of Divine Light

Known as the political branch of the salafis of Iskandariya, Hizb al-Nour was a
party formed after the January 25 revolution. Iskandariya salafis, who have
different tendencies, joined politics with this party. Since the establishment of the
party, differences of opinion have emerged among the salafi leaders who have
different tendencies. The fact that Salafist leaders who made statements on the basis
of religious references and that democracy and political participation were
illegitimate, seemed to give up their views in a very short period of time led to

19 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kFirseQTQE&noredirect=1
20 Nawaf bin Abd al-Rahman al-Qadim, ”el—Islémiyyﬁn ve Rebiu’s-Sevrat”’, Merkezu'l-Arabi li’l-Ebhis
ve’d- Dirdsiti’s-Siydsiyye, Qatar, 2012, p. 47.
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internal and external debates in the party. The rulers of the Salafist leaders and the
Nour Party had to remain in a position of constant defense by responding to
accusations of being inconsistent, pragmatic, unprincipled from outside the party
and discussions of “legitimacy” within. Despite all these debates, the party
captured the wind of salafi discourse, which had for long years been effective on
suburban population, and went on to become the biggest political salafi party. In
the parliamentary elections held at the end of 2011, it entered into elections in an
alliance they made with two other salafi parties and won 123 seats to become the
second largest party in Egypt by gaining 24% representation in parliament. When
the MPs of its two ally parties started doing politics under the roofs of their own
parties, the Nour Party with its 108 MPs became subject to internal debates. A
medical doctor, the party president Imad Abd al-Ghafur, delayed the party
congress which was supposed to be held in time, but the congress still attempted to
convene and rendered the president ineffective.?!

Within the party, a reformist group, which called themselves the “Nour Party
Reform Front”, said that the party administration should separate the way with the
”Salafi Invitation” and furthered the community-party debate. As a result of these
discussions, two different tendencies emerged in the party, and each tendency
appointed a leader for themselves and paved the way for the party to go to
congress with a double lead. Although leaders of the Salafi Invitation intervened
and tried to freeze the problems temporarily, Imad Abd al-Ghafur, the first
founding president of the Nour Party, left the party with his team and established a
new party under the name of “Hizbul Vatan”. Yunus Mahyun, who lead the
traditionalists against reformists in the party before, was brought to be head of the
Nour Party. In the statement made in the name of the Salafi invitation, it was
emphasized that there is no party representing the political party other than the
Nour Party, and a distant attitude to the newly formed party was exhibited.?

In their program, the Nour Party extensively explained their perspective on
Egypt's problems, stated that the most important problems of Egypt after the
revolution were in the fields of politics, economy and security, but attracted
attention with their discourse on “identity and religion”. Accordingly, the Party
aims at building a civilized and developed state that holds tradition and modernity
together. The identity of Egypt is an Arab-Islamic identity. The second article in the
Egyptian constitution should be protected as it is and the Islamic Sharia should
determine the general framework of all political, economic, legal and social
arrangements as the supreme base of the political system that will rule Egypt. The

21 http://wwwl.youm?.com/News.asp?NewsID=786801&SecID=65&IssuelD=0#.UmuKte]JrPmQ
2 http://www.shorouknews.com/news/view.aspx?cdate=31122012&id=ff819e94-715d-4175-84b1-
85417419ed18
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principles of Islamic sharia being the foundation of a constitution also preserves
religious freedom of the Coptic people living in Egypt.?

In the first stage of Presidential elections in 2012, the Nour Party decided to
support Hazem Salah Abu Ismail, who they considered as close to their ideas, but
then when his candidacy was vetoed by the Supreme Military Council, they then
gave their support to Abd al-Munim Abu Futuh, who separated from the Muslim
Brotherhood Movement. In the second round of the presidential elections, they
supported the Muslim Brotherhood candidate Muhammad Mursi.

The Nour Party has been the focus of criticism of the liberal and Coptic groups
in Egypt, both in the process of making the constitution and in its frequent press
releases. They overthrew Muhammad Mursi, who was the first civilian President of
the country elected through a democratic process on 3 July 2013, and supported the
military coup which suspended the constitution, thus weakening their mass
support.

After the decision to participate in the parliamentary elections, the Nour Party
has included 15 female candidates in the candidate lists, leading to major debates
among the Salafis. The party administration was then forced to announce that the
female candidates were placed in the last rows of the lists and that the pictures of
these candidates would not be used on the propaganda posters, and that they
would use rose pictures instead.?* MPs, who were elected as members of parliament
after the election process, could not generate a stable and sustainable policy on
behalf of the party by making constantly contradictory statements.

b. Hizb Al Adala Wa Tanmia / The Construction and Development Party

The group called “al-Jama'a al-Islamiyya”, which has an important place in the
Islamic community in Egypt is held responsible for the assassination of Enver
Sedat, and took an active part in the 25 January revolution as well as giving support
to the new process. It is mentioned among the party as having “salafi origin”
because it is known for its proximity to salafi movements rather than the Muslim
Brotherhood Movement.In the late 1990s, the leaders of al-Jama'a al-Islamiyya
entered a self-criticism process in their time in prison and announced to the public
that they rejected all forms of violence.

Established by prominent names of al-Jama'a al-Islamiyya such as Abbud
Zumur, who was sentenced due to the assassination of Anwar Sedat and was set
free in the process of the revolution, his brother Tariq Zumhur, Saffet Abdulgani
and Ashraf Tawfik, the party defined itself with the slogan “construction,
development, Islam sharia, political freedom and social justice”. The party was a

2 http://www.alnourparty.com/page/program_culture
2 Ahmed Zaglil, el-Isldmiyyiin ve's-Sevra, Cairo, Evrak li'n-Nesr ve’t-Tevzi, 2012, p. 101.
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pioneer in the establishment of the “Islamic block” union together with the Nour
and the Assad parties.?® In the first round of the presidential elections, they stated
that they would support Abu Futuh but they would not interfere with Muhammad
Mursi’s supporters.

The founders of the construction and development party expressed that the
revolution had taken place as a result of the acceptance of the prayers of the
Egyptians who emerged with the slogan “the public wants the regime to fall”, and
that the repression, oppression and dictatorship order was over, and that they set
out to pay their debts to their homeland Egypt and contribute to Egypt's march to
development. According to the party’s founding statement, the purpose of the
party is to “First gain Allah’s support, then realize the benefits which would bring
prosperity to the country and its citizens in this world and in the afterworld, and
prepare Egypt for a forefront position among developed nations”. The purposes of
the party include protecting the Arab and Islamic identity of Egypt, opposing
obstacles to this, fighting against the erosion of values and morality as an attempt to
prevent all kinds of westernization attempts, carrying out legal, constitutional and
political reforms that will not exclude any political movement or social sector,
working to build a new Egypt upon principles that protect the rights of every
citizen, protect the safety of foreigners and observe equality, freedom, justice and
pluralism.?

The Construction and Development party opposed the military coup of July 3
and took part in anti-coup demonstrations in all parts of Egypt.

c. Hizb al-Fadhila / The Virtue Party

The Virtue Party, which was founded in 2011 and is the first party known with a
salafi identity, emerged with the slogan “The party that wants to spread the values
of justice and equality in accordance with the principles of Islam Sharia and to re-
establish the leadership position of Egypt in all areas”. The party's founders,
Mahmoud Mohammad Bedr, Mohammad Abduh al-Imam, Khaldid Saith and
Sheikh Ferhat Ramadan, one of the pioneers of the salafi movement, announced
that they would not be participating in parliamentary elections, which started quite
shortly after their establishment, because they wouldn't be able to complete their
preparations. After Adel Abd al-Maqsud, who was presiding the party, resigned
from the party due to a variety of reasons and started works to establish a new
party, some internal debate ensued in the party.

The Virtue Party, which continues its path with the slogan, “Altogether for the
welfare of Egypt”’, announced that they will work for the improvement of the
society and civil institutions in accordance with the provisions of the constitution,

% http://www.youm?7.com/News.asp?NewsID=518618&SecID=65&IssuelD=0#.Um4k20I5nmQ
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re-establish Egypt's leader position in the Islamic world with a development project
which will take efforts of all citizens, provide justice and equality for all citizens of
the country, observe the principle of a just income share, warrant constitutional
rights and freedom for every single individual in the country and finally, support
the younger population by respecting their opportunities.?” In its program, the
party established that democracy is similar to the scholarship principle in Islam,
that both regimes put first as the priority of the public in rule as political
interpretation, that a political power can only be legitimate through public election
and will, therefore demonstrating its attitude against the theological discussions in
the subject of democracy.?

As the other parties of salafi roots, the Virtue Party announced that all
Egyptians must support Palestinians so that a Palestine Country can be established
around a capital city of Jerusalem. In the first round of the presidential elections,
the party supported Abu Futuh, and Muhammed Mursi in the second round. The
members of the Virtue Party, who opposed the military coup of July 3, 2013, also
supported the anti-coup demonstrations.

d. Hizb al-Asalah / The Authenticity Party

The Authenticity Party, which was established in 2011 by Abd al-Magsud and
his colleagues, who left the position of President of the Virtue Party, is another
party known for salafi disposition. Adel Abd al-Maqsud, a military officer, vice
President of Internal affairs to the principal Habib al-Adli and previously an officer
of the Presidency of Internal Affairs, announced, together with several colleagues,
that the other executives in the Virtue Party, which he presided, “became distanced
from a disposition which respects legitimacy, respects the supremacy of law and
adopts mild salafi Islamic management and got into a conspiracy which inclines
towards too harsh ideas that would harm Islamic activities and general benefits”
and that he resigned from the party.?

Emerging with the principle “A modern point of view established in the rooted
tradition”, the Party of Nobility affiliated the revolution of 25 January to the
society’s noble stance, and suggested that Egypt was recently ruled in a wrong way
and therefore distanced itself from its true character, and that corruption has
become very widespread. In its program, the party announced that Sharia is
considered to be the basic source of the constitution, that justice is guaranteed to all
sections of the public by constitution and that Muslims are free to implement their
own private law; persons of competency must be appointed to relevant positions,

2 http://www.alfadyla.com/aboutus
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that political power would change hands only through elections and that all elected
rulers, the President included, are responsible to the public for their actions.®

The party nominated Abdullah al-Ashal, who was a retired ambassador for the
presidential elections, but when the candidate withdrew in favor of Muhammad
Mursi, with the concern that the votes of the Islamists would be divided, the
Nobility Party followed a different policy from the parties of the other salafi parties
by supporting Mursi in both rounds of these elections. As a result of the discussions
in the party in 2013, an election was held for leadership, and Ehab Shiha was
elected as the president with the support of the party members.

The members of the party who opposed the military coup took part in the anti-
coup demonstrations. The coup management’s abolishment of the constitution,
which was set with 65% of positive votes from the Egyptian public, was harshly
criticized by the Nobility Party. The party management, which strongly opposed
the 50-person commission appointed by the coup management to make a new
constitution, supported the constitution which was suspended, and accused the
coup plotters of intending to cancel the constitution and position themselves as the
only legitimate power, and also accused the individuals appointed to the comission
by the junta of being the coup plotters' robbers.3!

Sheik Muhammad Abd al-Magsud, known by his closeness to the party, and
who is also the brother of Adel Abd al-Maqgsud, founder leader of the Nobility
Party, addressed the demonstrators in the Rabia Square, as a person of influence on
the Egyptian salafis, and harshly criticized the coup plotters. His attitude also
affected the party's anti-coup policy. The Nobility Party took part in the “National
Alliance Against the Coup” founded after the coup and organized anti-coup
demonstrations by defending the elected President Mohammed Mursi.

e. Hizb al-Watan / The Homeland Party

The disagreements among the salafi opinions, mainly between Iskandariya and
other salafi movements of Egypt, which were reflected onto the Nour Party, their
political branch, and resulted in deep controversies and resignations from within
the party. The founding chairman of the Nour Party, Imad Abd al-Ghafur acted as
the leader of the reformers within the party and had to leave the party. Setting out
with the purpose of cleansing the party management from the hands of salafi
congregations, Imad Abd al-Ghafur founded the Homeland Party in 2013. Abd al-
Ghafur, trying to adopt a moderate path between the other salafi parties and the
political branch of the Muslim Brothers, Freedom and Justice Party, was appointed
vice-president by Muhammad Mursi. Abd al-Ghafur carried out this duty until the
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military coup, opposed the coup rule and supported the anti-coup demonstrations
as a party.

The fact that the leader of the Nour Party, Yunus Mahyun, supported the coup
plotters, and the fact that he took part in the coup coalition together with the
representative of the liberals, Muhammad Baradei and the Copts, gave the
impression that the newly formed Motherland Party's predecessors took
precedence in terms of representation. Because many Salafi circles, who had
previously supported the Nour Party, actively participated in anti-coup
demonstrations. Moreover, it disturbed the party base that the commission
appointed for the construction of a new constitution by the coup management,
stated that they would not place some of the articles in the new constitution which
were added to the last constitution as a result of the intense pressure of the salafis.

The Homeland Party, which has attracted the attention of other Salafi circles,
especially the members of the Nour Party, opposed the practices of the coup
management by defending the constitutional situation in the era after the military
coup.®2

Conclusion

The most ancient religious-civil structures of Egypt, “Al-Jamiah Al-Shariah” and
“Ansar al-Sunnah al-Muhammadiyah”, have been the source of all the religious
movements and communities of Egypt today. All the other salafi-prone formations
of the Muslim Brotherhood Movement have emerged from the main pool of these
two big establishments. The founders and leaders of both structures are of Azhar
origin. Both took stands against the traditional sects common in Egypt and affected
large sections of society. In particular, they struggled against bid'ah and
superstitions, which were considered in connection with these sufi tendencies. Both
of them have adopted the same understanding of religious missions such as the
cleansing of religion from bid'ah and superstition, asking for help at tombs, making
sacrifices to them and praying there. However, they have adopted different
attitudes in terms of evaluating sects. The Al-Jamiah Al-Shariah formation did not
reject all the sufi structures and favored those who remained attached to sunnah.
Therefore it was always in closer relationships with the Muslim Brotherhood
members. The formation of “Ansar al-Sunnah al-Muhammadiyah” was in close
cooperation with salafi movements because it considered it a principle to combat
sufism and sects. It was the roots to many salafi movements of today.

Salafis, who reorganized rather quickly after the revolution of 25 January and
entered parliament and senate elections under Nour Party, became successful at
such a scale which greatly shifted the balance in the Middle East and became an
alternative to the political organization of the Muslim Brotherhood. Since their
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foundation, they stayed away from political actions and even deemed democracy
and elections as illegitimate affairs according to Islamic doctrines, stating clearly
that the main contradiction between them and the Ihvan was that Ihvan considered
democracy and parliament as a legitimate alternative, therefore their plunge into
the political world and establishing parties meant that they were dragged into quite
an uncharted territory for them. Wavering between their political theories and
political actions, salafi movements failed to produce solutions for political, social
and economical problems concerning the country and in addition, they became
divided at every internal problem they encountered. Their statements and activities
in the short term parliamentary activities showed that they were not ready for
politics.

Salafis took place in the constitution’s production commission established in
2012 and took great efforts to add certain articles to the constitution, which was
accepted and effected with a referendum on 25 December 2012 but was suspended
in a military coup on 3 July 2013. There were intense debates on the second article
of the former constitution, which was transferred into the new one likewise; “The
State’s religion is Islam, the official language is Arabic and principles of Islam
shariah are the main source of law”3®. Salafis insisted that this article was
ambiguous, open to different interpretations and therefore it has to be explained in
a new article, and they went into quite harsh arguments with the representatives of
liberals, leftists and Copts in the same commission. After these groups left the
commission, the intense pressure coming from the Salafists gave way to addition of
article 219 to the newly constructed constitution. This article interprets the second
article as follows: “The principles of Islamic shariah includes Islamic shariah’s
universal evidence, procedural and figh rules and recognized sources of Sunni
Islam methods”. The Nour Party, the political representative of the same Salafi
groups, stands beside the Military junta with representatives of the liberal and
Copts, who abandoned the constitutional commission as a result of their persistent
attitude in this article of the constitution, and adopted a unprincipled policy in
support of the coup.

In the Arab Islamic world, the issue of transformation from a congregation to a
political party is not only a problem of the Salafi groups, but also for the other
Islamic communities. The Muslim Brotherhood and other Islamic movements such
as Nahda, who had the opportunity to do legal politics after the Arab revolutions,
have shown that they have an advantageous position in practical politics than the
Salafis because they have a stronger literature and a clearer point of view with the
theoretical debates over democracy and parliament. Salafi movements, however,
close the gap between “fatwa” and “politics” and have a problem to base every
political attitude on the basis of religious references. Therefore, their political
statements made for emerging economic, social, etc. issues, which required an

3 “Diistiiru Cumhriyyeti Misr el-Arabiyye”, Metdbiu’l-Hey'eti’l-Amme 1i’l-Isti’lamdt, Cairo, 2012.
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active political stand were always the subject of criticism from their congregation’s
perspective. For instance, the position of women in social life, whether they can
participate in party affairs or even be nominated, whether credit with interest can
be taken from international monetary funds and many other issues were
approached by the party but then criticized by the congregation.

The military coup on July 3, 2013 against Mohammad Moussi, who came to
power in Egypt in a free election, and the events that developed after it, led to a
radical separation between the Salafist groups. Many of the founding members of
the Nour Party, a great salafi coalition, opposed the military coup and left the party,
and some were arrested for their criticism of the coup. The Nour Party, which is
merely a symbolic party today, has lost a great deal of support throughout the
Egyptian region due to its support to the military junta.
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Arap Bahari ve Sonrasinda Selefilik

- Misir Ornegi -
Ozet

Arap diinyasinda kendisini “selefi” olarak tanimlayan hareketlerin ortaya ¢ikis
yaklasik olarak bir asir 6ncesine dayanmaktadir. Ortaya ciktiklar1 bolgelere gore
kendi icinde kii¢iik de olsa bir takim farkliliklar barindiran bu hareketler, daha ¢ok
Misir'da “cemaatlesme” imkani bulmuslardir. Diger taraftan 2011 yilinda Tunus’ta
baglay1p kisa bir siire igcinde Misir, Libya, Suriye ve Yemen'de devam eden halk
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isyanlar1 sonucunda Arap diinyasinda yeni bir dénem basladi. Arap ve Afrika
cografyasinin en onemli iilkesi olan Misir'da yasanan yeni siiregle birlikte, legal
siyaset yapma imkani bulan tiim toplumsal kesimler, hizla partileserek siyaset
arenasindaki yerini aldi. Hig siiphesiz bu kesimler i¢cinde Selefi hareketler digerlerine
gore daha fazla ilgi odag1 haline geldi. Daha onceleri aktif siyasetten uzak duran ve
daha ¢ok egitim, davet ve diger sosyal faaliyetlerde bulunan ve demokrasi, se¢im ve
parlamento gibi mekanizmalar1 dini agidan sakincali gordiikleri i¢in kabul etmeyen
Selefiler, hizli1 bir sekilde bircok siyasi parti kurarak politikaya atildilar. Bu makalede
25 Ocak devrimiyle birlikte Misir'da siyasi hayata atilan Selefilerin devrim 6ncesi
yapilary, fikirleri ve devrim sonrasi kurduklar partiler ile siyasi tutum ve gortisleri
iizerinde durulacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Misir, Selefiler, Siyaset, Arap Bahar.

Arab Spring and Salafism

-Case of Egypt-
Abstract

The emergence of groups which call themselves as ‘Salafi’ dates back to two
centuries ago. Those movements, which have small regional differences, had the
opportunity of forming a community in Egypt. On the other hand, a new
communities era has begun in Arab world with public riots in Tunusia and spread
to Egypt, Libya, Syria and Yemen. In Egypt, which is the most important country of
the Arab and African region, every group that found opportunity to participate into
politics, have been transformed to political parties. There is no doubt that among
those groups Salafi movements has attracted more attention than others. Salafies has
established several political parties, although in previous periods they refrain from
engaging in politics and more prone to educational and social activities. In this study,
the views and structures of Salafies would be analysed before and after the January
25 revolution in Egypt with which Salafies entered into political area.

Keywords: Egypt, Salafies, Politica, Arab Spring
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