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Ortadogu’da Gocii Tetikleyen Savaslarin Nedeni Olarak
Din’
Omer CIDE*

Ozet

Ortadogu’daki goglerin en 6nemli sebeplerinden bir tanesi savaslardir. Savaslarin
meydana gelmesinin degisik nedenleri bulunmaktadir. Bunlardan bir tanesi de dindir.
Giinlimiize kadar varligini devam ettiren vahiy kaynakli olan ti¢ biiyiik din de Ortadogu’da
ortaya cikmustir. Ortadogu'nun bazi bolgeleri bu dinlerin miintesipleri icin oldukg¢a
6nemlidir. Yahudi inancina goére kendilerine vaat edilen topraklar vardir ki, bu topraklarin
tamami Ortadogu’da bulunmaktadir. Yahudiler bu topraklar: elde etmeyi dini bir vazife
olarak algilamaktadirlar.

Hiristiyanlik igin de bu bélge énemlidir. Ciinkii Hz. Isa burada dogmus, dini tebligini
burada yapmis, Havarileri ile burada bulusmus ve Hiristiyan inanisina gére burada ¢armiha
gerilmistir.

Miisliimanlarn  ilk kiblesi olan Mescid-i Aksa Filistin'de bulunmaktadir.
Miisliimanlar Ortadogu boélgesinin  biiyiik bir kismuni Dort Halife déneminde
fethetmislerdir. Batililar, Hz. Omer déneminde fethedilen Kudiis'ii kurtarmak icin Haglt
seferleri diizenlemislerdir. Israil devletinin kurulusuna kadar bélge biiyiik oranda
Miisliimanlarin denetiminde olmustur. Adi gegen devletin kurulmasindan sonra bolgede
savaslar artmistir. Bu da boélgede gociin artmasina sebep olmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Din, Gog, Savas

Religion as a Cause of War Triggering the Flows of
Migration in the Middle East

Abstract

Wars are of the most important causes of migration in the Middle East and there are
various reasons for the occurrence of the war. One of them is religion. Revelation-originated
three great religions have emerged but still in existence in Middle East. the land promised-
according to the Jewish belief-is located in the Middle East and this region has a great
importance for Christianity, as well since the Prophet Jesus was born here, issued (religious
notified) here, He met with his apostles here and According to Christian belief he was
crucified here.

* Bu makale II. Uluslararas: Ortadogu Konferansinda teblig olarak sunulmustur. Ayrica ayni isimle
basilan dergide yaymlanmustir.
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Muslims' first gibla of the Al-Agsa Mosque is located in Palestine. Muslims had
conquered a large part of the Middle East during the four caliphs. The Crusades were held
by Westerners to save Jeruselam which was conquered during the period of Caliph Omer
and consequently crusaders captured Jerusalem. The region has been- in a large extent-under
the control of Muslims until the establishment of the state of Israel. Wars have increased in
the region after the establishment of Israil. These wars pose the biggest causes of migration
in the region. This has led to an increase in immigration in the region.

Key Words: Religion, Migration, War

Giris

Konuya girmeden once iki hususa agiklik getirmeyi istiyoruz. Birincisi
yazimizin bashg1 olan savaslarin nedeni olarak din climlesidir. Buradaki kastimiz
dini metinlerin kendisi degil bu metinleri kendilerine gore yorumlayan dinlerin
miintesipleridir. Cogu zaman din miintesipleri yapmis olduklar1 savaslar1 din
kanalryla mesru hale getirmeye calismuslardir. Ikincisi bu savaslarin gerekgesi
sadece din degildir. Aksine savaslar1 tetikleyen bir¢ok neden vardir. Bizim
amacimiz burada dini yorumlarin savast nasil mesru hale getirdigini ortaya
koymaktir.

Ortadogu terimi ilk olarak Amerikali bir deniz subay1 olan Alfred Thayer
Mahan tarafindan kullanilmigtir.! Tanimlama yapilirken Ingiltere merkez olarak
kabul edilmis, yakin, orta ve uzak diye nitelenmistir.2 Ortadogu, ii¢ kitanin
kesistigi, Ingiltere icin Asya’daki somiirgelere gegisi saglayan bir yoldur.3

Ortadogu, insanligin ilk donemlerinden itibaren yasam sahasi olmus bir
bolgedir. Yeryliziinde insa edilen ilk mabet olan Kébe bu bolgede bulunmaktadir.+
Sahip oldugu cografi konumu, enerji ve su kaynaklari, kiiltiirel ve dini yapist
nedeniyle giintimiize degin var olan bir¢ok giiciin ilgi odag1 olmustur.>

Din, insanligin baslangiciyla var olan bir olgudur. flk insan ayni zaman da ilk
peygamberdi. Ik insandan itibaren var olan ilahi ogretiler giiniimiize kadar
varliklarim devam ettirmektedirler. Insanoglu ilahi ¢izgiden uzaklastiginda Allah
onlara yeni peygamberler gondermis ve gondermis oldugu peygamberlerin
bazisina kitap da vermistir. Gonderilen dinler, insan hayatimin her yoniiyle
ilgilenmistir. Insan iyilige meyyal bir karaktere sahip olmasi kadar kétiiliige de
meyyaldir. Savas ve catisma, insanhik tarihinin her doneminde olagelmistir.

1 Bernard Lewis, “Orta Sarkin Tarihi Hiiviyeti”, Ankara Universitesi flahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi, Ankara
1964, Say1: 12, 5. 75.

2 Mustafa Torlak, Siyonizmin Penceresinden Arap-Israil Catismalarinin Orta Dogu’daki Giig Dengesine
Yansimalari, (Yayimlanmamus Yiiksek Lisans Tezi), Kadir Has Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstittisi,
fstanbul 2010, s. 3.

3 Torlak, a.g.e., s. 5.

4 Al4 fmran 3/96.

5 Hiiseyin Erdénmez, Avrupa Devletlerinin Orta Dogu Politikast ile ABD nin Orta Dogu Projest,
(Yayimlanmamus Yiiksek Lisans Tezi), Trakya Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitisti, Edirne 2010, s. 16.
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Catisma, ilk insan ve ilk peygamberin ¢ocuklar1 arasinda da cereyan etmistir.
insanhgm daha sonraki sertiveninde de savas eksik olmamuistir.¢ Elbette savaslarin
degisik nedenleri bulunmaktadir. Bu nedenlerden bir tanesi de dindir. Din ve
dinsel metinler, hangi nedenden kaynaklanirsa kaynaklansin, siddeti
mesrulastirmada onemli bir fonksiyon tistlenmistir.” Siddete mesruiyet kazandiran
bu metin, siddete bagvuranin zihninde, yapilan eylemi siddet hareketi olmaktan
cikarir; haklh ve gerekli bir eylem konumuna sokar.®

Insanlar kendilerince kutsal saydiklari semboller ugruna pek cok savasa
sebep olmuslardir. Cografyanin kutsalligi, iizerinde yasayan insanlarin asirlardir
zihinlerinde olusturduklari sembollerin biitiintidiir. Ortadogu bolgesi bu bakimdan
onemli bir yere sahiptir. U¢ biiyiik Semavi dinin bu bolgede ¢ikmis olmasi, dini
cografyay1 ziyadesiyle One c¢ikarmistir. Bunun en carpica Ornegi Kudiis'tiir.
Kudiis'te iki grubun catismasi gibi goziiken durum, miizakere masasinda {ig
semavi dinin meselesi olarak ele alinmaktadir.®

Kudiis'tin sdz konusu ii¢ din i¢in ne anlama geldigini aktarmaya calisalim.

1- Yahudilik

Ibrahimi dinler zincirinin ilk halkasi1 Yahudilik olusturmaktadir. Yahudi
kutsal metinlerine gore Israilogullari, Tanri tarafindan segilmis olan iistiin halktir
ve diger uluslari yonetme hakkina sahiptir.® Ancak Tanri, Israilogullarinin
kendisini sinamasina ofkelenerek huzur diyar1 olarak adlandirdigi “vaat edilen
topraklar’dan c¢ikarmistir.® O tarihten sonra Tevrat'in emirleri gergevesinde
Israilogullari’'nin dini vecibelerini, Filistin disinda layikiyla yerine getirmesi pek
miimkiin olmadigindan, kutsal topraklara donmek icin o giinden bu giine ellerine
gecen her firsati degerlendirmeye calismislardir.2 Vaat edilen topraklarm Yahudi
inanc1 ve pratikleri agisindan dini jeopolitigini dnemli kilan bir diger gerekgesi de
Tanr’'min belirledigi ve Hz. Siileyman tarafindan insa edilen mabettir. Yahudi
inancina gore kanli kurban yalnizca burada sunulabilir.”® Bu inang ugruna kan
dokiilmenin caiz oldugu fikrinin tarihi seyrine bakmakta fayda vardir.

Kutsal Kitap Sonrast Yahudi din adamlari, Tevrat'm Kudiis merkezli kutsal
topraklara (Arz-1 Mev'ud) ve Tapmnak’a bagli kanunlarin bazilarini uygun
olmamasi nedeniyle ya degistirmis ya da askiya almislardir. Putperestlik, zina ve

6 Halil Aldemir, Kur’an-1 Kerim’e Gire fhtilaf, Kitabi Yayinevi, fstanbul 2010, s. 57.

7 Sinasi Giindiiz, “Hiristiyanlikta Siddetin Mesruiyet Zemini”, fslﬁmiyﬁt Dergisi, 2002, cilt: 5, say1: 1, 35.
8 Glindiiz, a.g.m, s. 36.

° Davut Kiling, “Ortadogu’nun Dini Jeopolitigi ve Gliniimiize Yansimalari Uzerine Bir Deneme”, Firat
Universitesi flahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi, Elazig 2008, say1: 13/1, s. 66.

10 Kutsal Kitap, Ohan Matbaasi, Istanbul 2007, s. 13.

1 Kutsal Kitap, s. 299-300.

12 Kihng, a.g.m., s. 67-68.

13 Kiling, a.g.m., s. 68.
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cinayet yasaklarmin disinda Tevratin kanunlarina uyma konusunda zorlayict
olmamiglardir. Hatta Musa b. Meymun gibi din alimleri zorlama durumunda
Yahudilerin putperest nitelik tasimayan dinlere girebileceklerini sOylemistir.
Boylece Kutsal Kitap Sonrast Yahudilik, din adina siddete acgik kapi
birakmamigtir.4

XIX. ylizyilin baslarinda dinci Siyonistler, Kutsal Kitap Sonras: Yahudiliginin
Mesih inancini yeniden yorumlayarak, tam fonksiyonlu olmasa da, kutsal
topraklarda bir Yahudi devletinin kurulmasi ve bunun i¢in miicadele verilmesi
gerektigini dile getirmeye baglamiglardi. Agudat Israil'in bakis agisina gore,
Tapinak yeniden insa edilene ve yeni bir Davud krallik makamma gelene kadar,
gercek bir Israil olmayacaktr. Diisiincenin bu safhasina kadar devletin kurulmast
Mesih'in gelme sartina baglanmistir. Ancak Ritzhak Kook, Mesih gelmeden de olsa,
miicadele edilerek bir Yahudi devletini kurulmasimi savunmustur. 1967 Alt1 Giin
savaslarindaki basari, Milliyet¢i Yahudileri oldukga timitlendirmistir. Tevrat’taki
belirlenen topraklarin hemen hemen hepsine sahip olunmustu. Israilogullarina vaat
edilen topraklarin bir kisminda hala Filistinliler oturmaktaydilar. Bu da 6nemli bir
sorun olarak durmaktaydi.’

Rabbi Kook'un yorumuna gore Filistinliler, Kenanlilar ve Ismaililer olarak
degerlendirilebilir. Dolayisiyla Filistinlilerin ii¢ segenegi vardir: Yahudi
hakimiyetini kabul etmek, ka¢gmak ve baska bir Arap iilkesine siginmak veya
savasmak. Kenanlilar savasmay1 se¢mis ve yok olmuslardir. Yahudi ideallerine
karsi koyan herkes ayni akibete ugrayacaktir. Ekim 1973’deki Yom Kipur
savasindan sonra Israil devleti beklentilerin tersine davranmistir. Bu durumda
hayal kirikhigina ugrayan Kook¢u Yahudiler siddet yanlisi Gus Emunim
hareketinin dogmasina sebep olmuslardir. Ayrica Filistinlilerin yasamis oldugu Batt
yakasini da kapsayacak olan bolgede bir din devleti kurmayi diisiinen Haham Meir
Kahane, savas i¢in karar verecek dini kurumlar bulunmadigindan bir halakhacinin
(Fikih¢1) bu konuda karar verebilecegini, kendisinin de bu is i¢in ehil oldugunu ileri
stirmiistiir. Verdigi karari ile Araplara kars: yiiriitiilen savas legal hale gelmistir.
Ayni diisiinceden olan baska bir din adami ise bu savasta kadin ¢ocuk herkesin
hedef almabilecegini sdylemistir. Cilinkii boyle bir savasta herkes potansiyel bir
askerdir. Gus Eminum hareketi de eylemlerini mesrulastirmisti. Onlara gore kutsal
topraklart kurtarmak igin miicadele vermek Pikkuah nefes (cani koruma)
gorevinden once gelir.!6

Bu diistinceleri savunan Yahudilere gore, Tanri'nin sdz verdigi ti¢ dnemli
olay meydana gelecektir. Bunlardan ilki Israil topraklarinda bir Israil devletinin
kurulmasidir. Tkincisi diinyanin her tarafinda bulunan Yahudilerin vaad edilmis
topraklarda yeniden toplanmalaridir. Ugiinciisii, ii¢iincii Tapinak’in, birinci ve

4 Baki Adam, “Yahudilik ve Siddet”, fslﬁmiyﬁt Dergisi, 2002, c. 5, say1: 1, s. 30.
15 Adam, a.g.m., s. 31.
16 Adam, a.g.m., s.32.
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ikinci Tapmak gibi Kudiis'te Mabed Dagi'nda aym yerde kurulmasidir. Birinci
durum, Tanri'nin Tbrahim’e vaad ettigi sinirlarmn tamami igin olmamasina ragmen
gerceklesmis bulunmaktadir. Tkinci durum gerceklesme siirecindedir. Ugiincii
durum ise kisa siirede gerceklesecektir.1”

Bu diisiince Israil'in en yetkili agizlarindan da dile getirilmistir. Bu konuya
aciklik getirmesi noktasinda Israil devletinde cumhurbaskanligina kadar yiikselmis
olan Simon Peres’in diisiincelerini aktarmak yeterli olacaktir. Ona gore, “Yahudilik,
eksiksiz ve biitiinlesmis bir sistemdir; iistlenebilir bir yiikiimliiliikler biitiinii olarak cikar
kargimiza, boliinemez tek bir tanriya inanmak gibi; sonra da, belirli bir dile, yani fbmnice’ye
inanmak gibi; belirli bir vatana, Israil’e kendini adamak gibi. Ulus kavrami, din devleti
kavram veya cografya, dil, tarih agisindan bir yere bagl olmak kavrami arasinda hicbir
ayirim  yoktur. Ibranice konusmadan tiimiiyle Yahudi olunmaz. Tek bir Tanri'ya
inanmadan Yahudi olunamaz. Yahudi halkimn devletinde, Yahudiliin dogdugu yerde
yasanmadan tam Yahudi olunmaz” .18

Filistinliler ile Yahudi devleti arasindaki problemlerin en biiytigiinii teskil
eden, Mescid-i Aksa ile Kiibbetii’s-Sahra yerine insa edilecek olan Uciincii Mabed
inancidir. Bu inanca sahip olan Yahudiler, 1998 sonlarinda “Voice of Temple
Mount” (Tapmak Dagimin Sesi) haftalik gazetesinde hedeflerinin Miisliiman
mabetlerinden kurtularak orada bir Yahudi tapmnaginin kurulmas: oldugunu agik¢a
belirtmislerdir.’® Bundan otiirii bolgede bu ideale karst koyacak olan biitiin
devletler diisman olarak algilanmistir (algilanmaktadir). Suriye, Misir ve diger
Arap devletlerinin tamanu potansiyel Israil karsiti olarak kabul edilmektedir.2

S6z konusu Yahudilerde, Mabed yapimi ugruna Israil devleti ile diismanlari
olan Araplar arasinda biiyiik bir savasmn olacagr inanct hakimdir. Onlara gore
gelecek savag Israil'in diismanlarina karsi giristigi son savas olacaktir. Tanri,
Israil'in diismanlarimi niikleer silahlarla cezalandiracaktir. Bu savastan sonra yeni
bir ¢ag baslayacaktir. Tanri’min Evi Ugiincii Tapinak ancak Mabed Dagina
yapilacaktir. Kudiis, Israil'in ebedi baskentidir. Filistinliler ve diger biitiin
Miisliiman milletler Kudiis'ii Filistin’in bagkenti yapmak istemektedirler. Israil’in
yasamu i¢in Kudtis'te yapilacak {igiincii tapinak hayati dneme sahiptir. Tanr1 buray:
Israil’in merkezi yapacaktir. Bu ancak Uciincii Mabed'in, Birinci ve Tkinci Mabed'in
insaa edilmis oldugu Mabed Dagi'nin {istiinde kurulmasiyla basarilabilir.?® Bu
diislinceye inananlar, camiyi havadan bombalamak icin bir pilot ayarladiklar:

17 The Voice of The Temple Mount, 1999, s. 1-2

18 Robert Littel-Simon Peres, Bir Politikaciyla Soylesi, cev: Nihal Onol, Milliyet Yayinlari, Istanbul 1998, s.
20-21.

19 The Voice of The Temple Mount, s. 3.

20 The Voice of The Temple Mount, s. 2.

2t The Voice of The Temple Mount, s. 3.
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olmustur. Bu pilot bir ucak ¢alip Mescid-i Aksa’yr bombalayacak, ardinca karadan
camiye girilecekti. Hatta el yapimi patlayicilar test edilmisti bile.2

fsrail ve Arap diinyasi arasinda cereyan eden savaglarin temelinde din her
zaman Onemli bir yer tutmustur. Yahudilere gore Filistin topraklar1 kendilerine
vaat edildigi igin bolgeye miidahale etme haklar1 vardir. Ayni zamanda bdolgede
bulunan diger toplumlarmn ne surette olursa olsun oradan ¢ikarilmalar
gerekmektedir. Bu inang savaslarin stirmesine ve bir¢ok insanin gog¢ etmesine sebep
olmaktadir.

2- Hiristiyanlik

Hz. Omer doneminde Hiristiyanlarin elinde bulunan flya (Kudiis) 637
yilinda fethedilmistir. Daha sonraki zamanlarda Bati diinyas: Kudiis i¢in bazi
girisimlerde bulunmustur. Asil nedeni ekonomik olan Hagli seferlerine (1096- 1291)
insanlarin katilimin saglamak igin kutsal mekanlari kurtarma fikri islenmistir.
Dolayistyla bu hareket, Bati'nin maddi ¢ikarlar igin yapilan “din” savast olarak
algilanmustir.?> G.W. Bush, 11 Eyliil saldirilarindan sonra yapilan miicadele igin,
“yeni bir Hagli seferi” ifadesini kullanmistir.?* G.W. Bush’un sozleri aslinda Bati'nin
Ortadogu’ya nasil baktiginin bilingalti yapisimi gostermektedir. Ayrica bu anlayisin
Batida uzun siireden beri devam ettiginin de kanitidir.

Asil problem Hiristiyanlik i¢inde gikmis olan yeni akimlarin bolgeye bakis
agisidir. Oziinii Mesih'in ikinci gelisi oncesi ve sonrasi gerceklesecek olaylar
olusturan eskatolojik beklentiler, Hiristiyan geleneginde Onemli bir yer
tutmaktadir. Bu beklentilerin temel referansi Yeni Ahit'teki konuyla ilgili
metinlerdir. Basta Yuhanna'ya atfedilen Vahiy kitab1 olmak {izere, Pavlus'un
mektuplarinda ve Incillerde diinyanin son dénemine ve bu dénemde vuku bulacak
olaylara iliskin Onemli agiklamalar bulunur. Esasen Mesih inanci merkezli
(Kristosentrik) bir din olan Hiristiyanlikta Mesih'in ikinci gelisi (Parousia)
beklentisi olduk¢a Onemli bir yer tutmaktadir. Pavlus, mektuplarinda, Mesih'in
ikinci gelisinin an meselesi oldugunu diistinmekte ve cemaatini buna hazir olma
konusunda uyarmaktadir. Hatta o bunun kendi yasami esnasinda gergeklesecegini
diistinmektedir. Ona gore, Mesih’in Tanrimin borazaniyla gokten inerek ikinci
gelisinde, oliiler ebedi bedenler igerisinde dirilecekler, o esnada hayatta olanlar ise
beden degistirerek oliimlii varliklar halinde dliimsiizliige gececeklerdir. Gokte ates
alevleri icinde giiclii melekleriyle gelecek olan fsa Mesih, insanlar1 yargilayacak ve
biitiin yonetimleri ortadan kaldirarak egemenligi Baba’ya teslim edecektir. Mesih’e
inananlar ise bulutlar igerisinde goge ytikseltilerek ebediyen Rab Mesih'le birlikte

22 Grace Hallsell, Tanriyt Kiyamete Zorlamak, ¢ev. Mustafa Acar, Hiisnii Ozmen, Kim Yayinlari, Ankara
2003, s. 89.

2 fhsan Stireyya Sirma, Emeviler Donemi, Beyan Yaymlari, istanbul 2010, s. 17.

2 Amy E. Black, “With God on Our Side: Religion in George W. Bush’s Foreign Policy Speeches”,
American Political Science Association, Chicago 2004, s. 5.
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olacaklardir.®> Ayrica bu donemde, Oliim de dahil biitiin diismanlart Mesih'in
ayaklar1 altina serilecektir. Buna gore insanoglunun (Mesih’in) gelisi Oncesi, ilahi
takdir geregi birtakim belirtiler olacak, savaslar ortaya c¢ikacaktir. Tiim uluslar
inananlardan nefret eder hale geleceklerdir. Danyal gibi Eski Abhit
peygamberlerinin soziinii ettikleri olaylar birer birer gerceklesecektir. Daha sonra
Mesih gokten meleklerle birlikte gorkemli bir sekilde gelecek, tahtina oturacak ve
oniinde toplanan uluslar1 koyunlarla kegileri birbirinden ayiran gobanlar gibi
birbirinden ayiracaktir.26

S0z konusu diislinceyi tagiyan akimlarm bagsinda Evanjelik Hiristiyanlik
gelmektedir. Bu akimin kokenleri Martin Luther’e ve Protestan kilisesinin
kurulusuna kadar gider. Onlara gore, kiyamet 2000°1i yillarda Ortadogu’da ¢ikacak
bir kaosun ardindan kopacaktir. Bu yiizden de bu bolgede kaos ¢ikaracak her tiirlii
eyleme destek olmaktadirlar. Bu inanca gore, Isa ancak ortaligin karismasindan
sonra yeryiiziine inecektir. Onlar ancak bu sekilde yeryliziine hakim olacaklarina
inanmaktadirlar. Ayrica Isa'nin dénmesi igin Yahudilerin kendilerine vaad edilen
topraklara kavusmast gerekmektedir. Evanjelistler bu nedenle Ortodoks
Yahudilerinden destek gormektedirler.?”

Bu inanca gore, Isa Mesih'in ikinci doniisiiniin gerceklesmesi icin belli
sartlarin olusmasi gerekmektedir. Bu sartlar, Yahudilerin Filistin'e donmesi; Israil
devletinin kurulmasi, Yahudiler de dahil diinyanin tiim uluslarina Incil'in vaaz
edilmesi; Yedi yil siirecek olan felaket donemi; Kiliseye iman edenlerin gige
yiikseltilmesidir. Téim bu sartlar gergeklestikten sonra Isa Mesih Yeryiiziine
inecektir. Bu diisiincelerin daha fazla yayilmasi amaciyla Israil topraklarina gezi
amagh seferler diizenlenmektedir. Israil Turizm Bakanlig, Amerika Hiristiyan
lobisini etkilemek icin “Incil Topraklart Turu” adi altinda bu gezileri tesvik
etmektedir.?

Evanjelistler, Mescid-i Aksa ile Kiibbetu’s-Sahra’nin yikilip yerine Ugiincii
Mabed’in yapilmasimi Tanri’min emri olarak gdrmektedirler. Bu ugurda yapilan
hi¢gbir seyden dolayr sorumluluk yoktur. Ciinkii Tanrr’nin emri yerine
getirilmektedir.?

Kiibbetii’s-Sahra ve Mescid-i Aksa'nin bulundugu yere insa edilecek Tapinak
icin biitlin planlar hazirlanmis durumdadir. Yapr malzemeleri bile hazir ancak gizli
bir yerde saklanilmaktadir. Yeni tapinakta kullanilacak el yapimi malzemeleri
tiretmek igin bir ¢ok diikkan ¢alismistir. Hatta din adamlarimin giyecegi kiyafetler
bile dokunmustur.® Yeshive Ateret Cohaim-Papazlar Taci- denilen bir dini okulda,

% Kutsal Kitap, s. 1510.

2% Sinasi Giindtiz, Dinsel Siddet, Etiit Yayinlari, 2002, s. 53- 54.

¥ Ensar Cetin, “Hiristiyan Fundamentalizmi ve Ortadogu’da Tanr1'y1 Kiyamete Zorlama Stratejisi”,
Karatekin Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Dergisi, Cankiri c. 5, say1:1, s. 2-3.

28 Cetin, a.gm., s. 7.

» Hallsell, a.g.e., s. 86.

30 The Voice of The Temple Mount, s. 2.
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hahamlar genclere hayvan kurban etmenin nasil yapilacagim 6gretmektedirler. Bu
uygulama Hz. Siileyman doneminde yapilmaktaydi. Amag burada Hz. Siileyman
donemini yeniden canlandirmaktir.®t Hatta Ugiincii Mabed’de kurban edilmek
lizere alacasiz, dogurmamis, ¢ok semiz diiveler yetistirilmektedir. Yapilan tim
hazirliklar bu inanca sahip olan kisilerin ne kadar ciddi oldugunu gostermektedir.

Ayrica III. Diinya Savasimin ¢ikmast i¢in bu mabetlerin yikilmasi
gerekmektedir. Ortodoks Yahudilerin soz konusu mabetleri yikmasi, Miisliimanlari
cilgina gevirecek ve bundan otiirii Israil’e savas acacaklardir. Bu sayede ortalik iyice
karisacak ve Isa bu karisikliga miidahale etmek igin yeryiiziine inecektir. Yani Tanr
kiyamete zorlanacaktir.3?

Bu inanisa gore, savasta en az 200 milyon Dogulu asker ve bir ondan fazlasi
da Batili asker olecektir. fsa Mesih kendi sehri Kudiis'ii harap edenleri vuracak
daha sonra Megiddo veya Armagedon vadisinde toplanmis ordularla savasacaktur.
Kudiis’ten baslayarak akan kan, 200 mil uzunlugunda ve atlarin basi seviyesinde
olacaktir. Savasin meydana geldigi yer, savas araglari, hayvanlar, insan govdeleri
ve kanla dolacaktir. Diinyanin biitiin sehirleri Londra, Paris, Tokyo, New York, Los
Angeles, Chicago yok olup, haritadan silinecektir.*®* Ayrica Armegadon
savaglarinda 9 milyon civarinda Yahudi Olecek, geriye kalan 144 bin Yahudi ise
Hiristiyanlig1 segeceklerdir. Bunun sebebine gelince, Tanr1’nin onlar1 armndirmast
gerekiyor. Tanri, biricik oglu Isa’nin dniinde onlarin boyun egmesini istiyor.

Giintimiizde diinyanin sonuna iliskin bu beklentilerin ne kadar yaygmn
oldugunu gostermek agsindan gesitli kurumlarin ABD Hiristiyanlar {izerinde
yaptiklart anket sonuglari ilgingtir. Arastirmalara gore ABD Hiristiyanlarmnin
yaklasik %30"u, diinyanin Armegedon savasiyla son bulacagina inanmakta ve
bunlarin 6énemli bir boliimii, bunun kendi yasamlar1 esnasinda gerceklesecegini
diistinmektedirler. Hatta boyle diistinenler arasinda kimi ABD baskanlarmin da
bulunmasi oldukga 6nemlidir.3

Ogreti olarak biiyiik oranda hala fundamentalist olan Evanjekalizm, bugiin
yaklasik her dort Amerikan yetiskinden birini biinyesinde barindirmaktadir.36
Evanjelik Hiristiyanligin yayilis orani, slam da dahil olmak {izere biitiin dinlerin
yayihigini geride brrakmustir.”

31 The Voice of The Temple Mount, s. 2.
32 Hallsell, a.g.e., s. 82.
3 Hallsell, a.g.e., s. 33.
3 Hallsell, a.g.e., s. 98.
% Hallsell, a.g.e., s. 82.
3 Hallsell, a.g.e., s. 19.
37 Hallsell, a.g.e., s. 22.
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3- Islamiyet

Bolgenin Miisliimanlar agisindan da 6nemli oldugunu belirtelim. Yahudi ve
Hiristiyanlar icin 6nemli olan ve {izerine degisik senaryolar iiretilen Filistin Hz.
Omer doneminde fethedilmistir (H. 17/M. 637). Bizzat Hz. Omer tarafindan bolge
halkina eman verilmistir.?® Ancak sehir 1099 yilinda Haglilarin eline ge¢mis ve
yaklasik yetmis bin kisi kiligtan gegirilmistir.?® Sehir Salahaddin-i Eyytibi tarafindan
1187 yilinda tekrar Haglilarin elinden alind1.# Bolge, Miisliimanlar agisindan da
pek cok kutsal mekana sahiptir. Islam’in ilk kiblesi olan Mescid-i Aksa ile
Kubbetii’'s-Sahra buradadir. Yahudiler ile Evanjelistler Hiristiyanlarin planlar:
geregi bu iki mabedin yikilmasi gerekmektedir. Bu tiir girisimler karsisinda
Miisliimanlarin tepkisiz kalacag: diisiiniilemez. Ciinkii Filistin, Hz. Omer
doneminden 14 Mayis 1948 yilina kadar Hacli seferleri esnasinda elden ¢ikmast
harig stirekli Miisliimanlarin denetiminde kalmistir. Hatta bolge Miisliimanlar ile
0zdes hale gelmistir. Bu durum Miisliimanlar i¢in varolus miicadelesi anlamina
gelmektedir. Uc din taraftarlarmin olaylara bakislart bu sekilde olmaya devam
ederse savaslarin daha fazla siirmesi kaginilmaz goziikmektedir. Bu da gogiin
devam edecegi gercegini hatirlatmaktadir.

Sonug

Hem Hiristiyanlardan hem de Yahudilerden bazi kesimlerin Ortadogu
tizerinde belli hesaplar1 bulunmaktadir. Bu hesaplar dini gereklilik olarak
algilanmakta ve ona gore davramlmaktadir. Bunun sonucu olarak Ortadogu
bolgesi stirekli bir catisma alani olmaktadir. Bu miicadelenin savasa doniismesi
neticesinde gogce nasil etki ettigini asagidaki rakamlara bakarak 6grenebiliriz.

Urdiin’de Resmi olarak 10 kampta 341.494, Liibnan’da 12 kampta 226.533,
Suriye’de 9 kampta 127.831, Bat1 Seria’da 19 kampta 197.763, Gazze'de 8 kampta,
197.763 olmak {izere toplamda 1.396.368 go¢cmen bulunmaktadir. Bu veriler
UNVRWA’yenin (The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees) resmi kayitlarina goredir. Gayri resmi olarak bu saymin 4.766.670 oldugu
tahmin edilmektedir.#! Bu rakamlar, dini yorumlarin dolayl olarak goce nasil etki
ettigini gostermesi agisindan oldukga Onemlidir. Birlikte yasama kiiltiirtiniin
benimsenmesi, din ve vicdan hiirriyetinin saglanmasi, insanlarn oldugu gibi kabul
etmenin bu trajedinin son bulmasinda énemli bir rol oynayacagi kanaatindeyiz.

3 Ahmed b. Yahya el-Belazuri, Fiitithii'l-Buldan, cev. Mustafa Fayda, Siyer Yayinlari, fstanbul 2013, s.

188.

% fbn el-Esir Eb{r'I-Hasan izeddin Ali b. Ebi’l-Kerem Muhammed b. es-Seybani el-Cezerd, el-Kamil fi't-
Tarih, gev. Komisyon, Hikmet Yayinlari, istanbul 2008, VIII/418.

40 fbn-i Esir, a. g.e., IX/507.

41 Fatma Tung Yasar, Seving Alkan Ozcan, Zahide Tuba Kor, Siyonizm Diigiinde Isgal Gergegine Filistin,
[HH insani Yardim Vakfi Yaynlari, fstanbul 2010, s. 102.
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Religion as the Reason for the Wars Triggering the
Migration in the Middle East’

Omer CIDE*

Abstract

Wars are of the critical causes of migration in the Middle East and there are various
reasons for the occurrence of a war. One of them is religion. Revelation-originated three great
religions have emerged and are still in existence in the Middle East. The “promised land” -
according to the Jewish belief- is located in the Middle East and this region has a great
importance for Christianity as well, since Prophet Jesus was born here. He met with his
apostles here and according to Christian belief, he was crucified here.

The Muslims' first qibla of the Al-Aqsa Mosque is located in Palestine. Muslims had
conquered a large part of the Middle East during the four caliphs. The Crusades, held by
Westerners to save Jeruselam which was conquered during the period of Caliph Omer,
consequently captured Jerusalem. The region has been- in a large extent- under the control of
Muslims until the establishment of the state of Israel. Wars have increased in the region after
the establishment of Israil. These wars pose the biggest causes of migration in the region.
This has led to an increase in immigration in the region.

Key Words: Religion, Migration, War

Ortadogu’da Gdocii Tetikleyen Savaslarin Nedeni Olarak
Din

Ozet

Ortadogu’daki goglerin en dnemli sebeplerinden bir tanesi savaglardir. Savaslarin
meydana gelmesinin degisik nedenleri bulunmaktadir. Bunlardan bir tanesi de dindir.
Giintimiize kadar varligin1 devam ettiren vahiy kaynakli olan ii¢ biiyiik din de Ortadogu’da
ortaya ¢ikmistir. Ortadogunun bazi bolgeleri bu dinlerin miintesipleri icin oldukga
onemlidir. Yahudi inancina gore kendilerine vaat edilen topraklar vardir ki, bu topraklarin

*This study was presented as a paper in the 274 International Middle East Conference. It was published
in the journal released under the same name.

This paper is the English translation of the study titled "Ortadogu’da Gogii Tetikleyen Savaslarin Nedeni
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Savaglarin Nedeni Olarak Din”, fluhiyut Akademi, say1: 4, 2016, s. 149-158.) The paper in Turkish should
be referred to for citations.
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Religion as the Reason for the Wars Triggering the Migration in the Middle East

tamami Ortadogu’da bulunmaktadir. Yahudiler bu topraklari elde etmeyi dini bir vazife
olarak algilamaktadirlar.

Hiristiyanlik igin de bu bolge 6nemlidir. Ciinkii Hz. Isa burada dogmus, dini tebligini
burada yapmus, Havarileri ile burada bulusmus ve Hiristiyan inanisina gore burada ¢armiha
gerilmistir.

Miisliimanlarin  ilk kiblesi olan Mescid-i Aksa Filistin'de bulunmaktadir.
Miislimanlar Ortadogu bolgesinin  biiyiik bir kismmu Dort Halife doneminde
fethetmislerdir. Batililar, Hz. Omer déneminde fethedilen Kudiis'ii kurtarmak icin Hagli
seferleri diizenlemiglerdir. Israil devletinin kurulusuna kadar bolge biiyiik oranda
Miislimanlarin denetiminde olmustur. Adi gegen devletin kurulmasindan sonra bdlgede
savaslar artmistir. Bu da bolgede gogiin artmasina sebep olmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Din, Gog, Savag

Introduction

We would like to clarify two issues before going further. One of them is
related to the concept of religion as the reason for wars, which is also the title of this
study. What we mean here is the followers of religions, rather than the religious
texts, who interpret these texts by their perceptions. These people have often made
attempts to justify their wars through the religions. The other issue is that the
reasons for these wars are not only religion. On the contrary, there are many factors
triggering wars. Our purpose here is to reflect how religions interpretations have
justified wars.

The term “Middle East” was first used by Alfred Thayer Mahan, an
American marine.! England was accepted as the center for this definition, and other
countries were regarded as near, middle and far based on the distance to England.?
Middle East is a location where three continents meet and which hosts the route to
the Asian colonies for England.?

The Middle East has been a place of residence for people since the early
periods of humanity. Kaaba, the first temple ever constructed, is located there.* This
region has been the point of interest for many countries due to its geographical
location, energy and water resources, and cultural and religious structure.5

1 Bernard Lewis, “Orta Sarkin Tarihi Hiiviyeti”, Ankara Universitesi llahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi, Ankara
1964, Issue: 12, p. 75.

2 Mustafa Torlak, Siyonizmin Penceresinden Arap-Israil Catigmalarinin Orta Dogu’daki Gii¢ Dengesine
Yansimalari, (Unpublished Master’s Thesis), Kadir Has University Institute of Social Sciences, Istanbul
2010, p. 3.

3 Torlak, ibid., p. 5.

4 Ali ‘Imran 3/96.

5 Hiiseyin Erdonmez, Avrupa Devletlerinin Orta Dogu Politikas: ile ABD'nin Orta Dogu Projesi,
(Unpublished Master’s Thesis), Trakya University Institute of Social Sciences, Edirne 2010, p. 16.
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Religion is a concept that appeared with the emergence of humanity. The
first human was also a prophet. The religious teachings which have been present
after the first human still exist today. God sent new prophets to humans when they
moved away from the religious concepts, and God assigned holy books to some of
these prophets. Religions deal with every aspect of human life. Humans are
inclined to malevolence as much as benevolence. Wars and conflicts have taken
place in every period of humanity. These conflicts occurred even between the
children of the first humans. People have continued to fight in the later periods.¢
There are different reasons behind these wars, one of which is religion. Religion
and religious texts have had a significant function in justifying violence regardless
of their reasons or backgrounds.” These texts make the violent action a justified and
necessary act in the minds of people who commit violence.®

People have caused many wars for the symbols they regard as holy. The
sanctity of a geography is the total of symbols people have formed there for
centuries. The Middle East has a significant place in this regard. The fact that three
great religions emerged in this region have made this area more distinct as a
religious geography. The most remarkable example in this regard is Jerusalem. The
case in Jerusalem regarded as the conflict between two groups is reviewed as the
subject of three great religions in negotiations.’

Let us try to explain what Jerusalem means for these religions.

1- Judaism

Judaism is the first religion in the chain of Abrahamic religions. According to
holy Jewish texts, Israeli people represent the superior race selected by God, and
they have the right to manage other nations.’® However, according to them, God
got angry when Israeli people tested God’s patience, and God banished them from
the “promised lands” named as the place of peace.!! Since that day, these people
have made efforts to use any opportunities they had to return back to holy lands as
they could not perform their religious practices thoroughly outside Palestine in line
with the orders in the Torah.!? Another reason why the promised land is religiously
and geopolitically important for Judaism and Judaism practices is that the temple
determined by God and built by Suleiman (r.a). According to Judaism, animal

¢ Halil Aldemir, Kur'an-1 Kerim’e Gére Ihtilaf, Kitabi Yaymevi, Istanbul 2010, p. 57.

7 Sinasi Glindtiiz, “Hiristiyanlikta Siddetin Mesruiyet Zemini”, fslﬁmiyﬁt Dergisi, 2002, volume: 5, issue: 1,
35.

8 Giindiiz, ibid., p. 36.

9 Davut Kiling, “Ortadogu’nun Dini Jeopolitigi ve Giiniimiize Yansimalari Uzerine Bir Deneme”, Firat
Universitesi Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi, Elazig 2008, issue: 13/1, p. 66.

10 Kutsal Kitap, Ohan Matbaasi, Istanbul 2007, p. 13.

" Kutsal Kitap, p. 299-300.

12 Kiling, ibid., p. 67-68.
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sacrifice can only be performed there.?? It is worth looking at the historical course of
the idea that bloodshed is permissible for the sake of this belief.

After the revelation of the holy book, Jewish religious authorities either
changed or suspended certain sections of the Torah as they did not suit the
Jerusalem-based holy lands (Arz al-Mawud) and certain laws related to the Temple.
These authorities did not force people to follow the rules in the Torah except the
bans on idolatry, adultery, and murder. Religious authorities such as Musa ibn
Maymun stated that Jewish people might adopt religions which do not contain
idolatry if they were forced. Thus, Judaism left no open doors to violence following
the revelation of the Holy Book.*

In the early 19% century, fundamentalist Zionists reinterpreted the Jewish
belief of the Messiah following the Holy Book and started to mention that efforts
should be made to found a Jewish state in the holy lands even if it had no full
function. According to Agudat Israel, no real Israeli state can be founded until the
Temple is reconstructed and a new David succeeds to kingdom. The foundation of
such a state depends on the appearance of the Messiah in this regard. However,
Ritzhak Kook supported the idea of making efforts to found a Jewish state even
before the Messiah. The success of Jewish in 1967 Six-Day War made the Nationalist
Jews quite hopeful. They managed to control almost all the lands mentioned in the
Torah. However, Palestinians still occupied certain sections of the lands promised
to Israeli people, which constituted a great issue among them.!>

According to Rabbi Kook, Palestinians can be regarded as Canaan people
and Ismailis. Therefore, Palestinians had three options: Accepting Jewish
dominance, fleeing and taking refuge in another Arabic country, or fighting.
Canaan people preferred fleeing and vanished in time. Those who oppose Judaism
ideals will face the same. The Israeli state, however, acted contrary to the
expectations after the Yom Kippur War that occurred in October 1973. Jewish
supporters of Kook who were disappointed in this case caused the emergence of
violence-oriented Gush Emunim movement. In addition, Rabbi Meir Kahane who
was thinking of founding a religious state in a region covering the West Bank
where Palestinians lived stated that a canonist could make decisions in this regard
as there were no religious institutions to declare war, and that he was the right one
for this position. His decision made the war against the Arabs legal. Another
religious authority of the same idea stated that anybody including women and
children could be targeted in this war because everybody is a potential soldier in
such a war. Gush Emunim movement justified its actions. To them, fighting to save
the holy lands comes before the aim of protecting the self.16

13 Kiling, ibid., p. 68.

14 Baki Adam, “Yahudilik ve Siddet”, fslﬁmiyﬁt Dergisi, 2002, v. 5, issue: 1, p. 30.
15 Adam, ibid., p. 31.

16 Adam, ibid., p. 32.
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According to Jewish people who support these ideas, three significant events
will happen as promised by God. The first of these is the foundation of an Israeli
state on Israeli land. The second is the regrouping of all Jewish people in the
promised lands, and the third is the construction of the third. Temple on the same
location on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, like the first and second Temples. The
first have occurred despite not covering the entire borders promised by God to
Abraham. The second is in the progress, and the third will occur in a short period of
time.1”

This idea was also reflected by the most authorized people of Israeli.
Statements of Shimon Peres, who rose to the office of president in Israel, will clarify
this topic: “Judaism is a complete and united system. It appears as an entirety of
undertakable liabilities, like believing in an integral God and a certain language, such as
Hebrew, or committing self to a certain country like Israel. There is no difference between
the concepts of nation, religious state or belonging to somewhere in regard to geography,
language and history. The Jewish identity cannot be achieved thoroughly without speaking
Hebrew, believing in a single God or Living in the state of Jewish people or in the place
where Judaism was born”.18

The greatest issue between the Palestinian and Jewish people is the belief of a
third Temple to be constructed in place of al-Aqsa Mosque and Qubbat as-Sakhrah.
In the late periods of 1998, Jewish people of such belief stated in the weekly journal
entitled Voice of Temple Mount that they aimed to get rid of Islamic temples and
construct a Judaism temple in the area.!® All states in this area that opposed to this
aim were (and are) regarded as an enemy. Syria, Egypt and all other Arabic states
are accepted as the potential opponents of Israel.0

These Jewish people believe that they will have a great fight with the Arabs
for the construction of the Temple. According to them, the next war will be the last
one for Israel against its enemies. God will punish the enemies of Israel using
nuclear weapons. A new era will begin after that war. The Third Temple, God'’s
Home, will be constructed on the Temple Mount. Jerusalem is the eternal capital of
Israel. Palestinians and all other Muslim nations aim to make Jerusalem the capital
of Palestine. However, the construction of a third temple is critical for the existence
of Israel. God will make this place the center of Israel, which will happen after the
Third Temple is constructed on the Temple Mount where the First and Second
Temple were established.?! People of this belief even set a pilot to bomb a mosque
from the air. According to their plan, a pilot was to steal a plane and bomb al-Aqsa

17 The Voice of The Temple Mount, 1999, p. 1-2

18 Robert Littel-Simon Peres, Bir Politikactyla Soylesi, trans.: Nihal Onol, Milliyet Yayinlar, Istanbul 1998,
p. 20-21.

19 The Voice of The Temple Mount, p. 3.

20 The Voice of The Temple Mount, p. 2.

21 The Voice of The Temple Mount, p. 3.
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Mosque, and soldiers were to control the Mosque later. Even handmade explosives
were tested at that time.?

Religion has had a significant place in the reasons for the wars between the
Israel and Arabic worlds. According to Jewish people, they have the right to take
action in the region as the Palestinian lands were promised to them. Moreover, the
nations in the regions should be banished, no matter how. This perception causes
people to keep on fighting and migrating to other places.

2- Christianity

Ilya (Jerusalem), which was controlled by the Christians during the era of
Umar, was conquered in 637. Western countries made certain attempts against
Jerusalem later. The idea of saving the holy places was embedded in people’s
minds to ensure participation to Crusades (1096- 1291), the main reason of which
was economic. Therefore, this movement was regarded as a religious war for the
financial interests of the Western world.? G. W. Bush called the operations
following the 9/11 attacks “a new Crusade”.?* G. W. Bush's statement is actually the
reflection of how the Western world regards the Middle East. It is also the evidence
for the claim that such perception has maintained its presence in the West.

The main issue is the view of new Christian trends toward the region.
Eschatological expectations which are based on the events to occur before and after
the second arrival of the Messiah have a significant place in Christianity traditions.
The main reference of these expectations is the relevant texts in the New Testament.
Letters of Saint Paul and Bibles, particularly the Book of Revelation referred to John
the Apostle, contain significant explanations regarding the last periods of the world
and events that will take place in these periods. The expectation regarding the
Messiah’s second arrival (Parousia) has an important place in Christianity, a
Messiah belief-centered (Christo-centric) religion. Saint Paul states in his letters that
the second arrival of the Messiah is about to happen and warns his congregation to
be ready. He even thought that this would happen when he was alive. According to
him, the Messiah will descend upon the trumpet sound from God, and the dead
will be resurrected in eternal bodies while the living will be immortal after
changing their mortal bodies. Jesus Christ (the Messiah in Christianity), who will
descend with the strong angels in flames, will judge people, terminate all sorts of
administrations and deliver the sovereignty to the Father. Those who believe in the

2 Grace Hallsell, Tanrty: Kiyamete Zorlamak, trans. Mustafa Acar, Hiisnii Ozmen, Kim Yayinlari, Ankara
2003, p. 89.

2 Thsan Siireyya Sirma, Emeviler Dénemi, Beyan Yayinlari, Istanbul 2010, p. 17.

24 Amy E. Black, “With God on Our Side: Religion in George W. Bush’s Foreign Policy Speeches”,
American Political Science Association, Chicago 2004, p. 5.
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Messiah will rise to the sky in clouds and be with the Father and the Messiah
eternally.?> Moreover, all enemies of the Messiah, including death, will lay under
his feet. Accordingly, certain indications will appear, and wars will occur before the
arrival of the Messiah. All nations will hate the believers. The events mentioned by
the Old Testament prophets such as Daniel will occur one by one. Then, the
Messiah will gloriously descend with the angels, rise to his throne and separate the
nations before him like shepherds separating sheep from goats.?

Evangelic Christianity is the most distinct movement among the ones of the
same ideology. The roots of this movement date back to the era of Martin Luther
and establishment of the Protestant church. According to them, Judgment Day will
come in the 2000s after a chaos in the Middle East. Therefore, they support any sort
of actions that will cause chaos in this region. According to this belief, Jesus Christ
will only descend after the chaos breaks out in the world. They believe they could
control the world only through this way. In addition, Jewish people need to have
the lands promised to them for the return of the Jesus Christ. Evangelists are
supported by the Orthodox Jews for that purpose.?”

According to this belief, certain actions should take place for the second
arrival of Jesus Christ. These actions include the return of Jewish people to
Palestine, the establishment of Israel, preaching the Bible to all nations of the world
including Jewish people, a disaster period to last seven years, and ascension of
church believers. Jesus Christ will descend after these happen. Trips to Israeli lands
are organized to make sure these ideas are spread more. Israeli Ministry of Tourism
encourages these trips under the name “Tour of Bible Lands” to influence the
American Christian Lobby.?

Evangelists consider the demolition of al-Agsa Mosque and Qubbat as-
Sakhrah, and construction of the Third Temple as the order of God. They do not
assume any responsibilities in this regard because God’s orders should be
fulfilled.?

All plans for the Temple to be built where Qubbat as-Sakhrah and al-Agsa
Mosque are present are ready. Even the constructional materials are ready and
hidden somewhere. Many shops have had a role in producing the hand-made
materials to be used in the new temple. Even the dresses to be worn by the religious
authorities have been produced.*® Rabbis teach young people how to sacrifice
animals in a school named Yeshivat Ateret Cohaim — Crown of Priests. This
practice was also performed in the period of Suleiman (r.a). The purpose here is to

% Kutsal Kitap, p. 1510.

2 Sinasi Glindiiz, Dinsel Siddet, Etiit Yaynlari, 2002, p. 53- 54.

27 Ensar Cetin, “Hiristiyan Fundamentalizmi ve Ortadogu’da Tanr1'y1 Kiyamete Zorlama Stratejisi”,
Karatekin Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Dergisi, Cankir1 v. 5, issue:1, p. 2-3.

2 Cetin, ibid., p. 7.

2 Hallsell, ibid., p. 86.

30 The Voice of The Temple Mount, p. 2.
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revive his period.?! People even raise single-color heifers to sacrifice them in the
Third Temple. These preparations indicate how serious the people with this belief
are.

Moreover, these temples need to be demolished for the outbreak of the Word
War III. Demolition of these temples by the Orthodox Jews will severely trigger the
Muslims and therefore, they will declare war against Israel. The world will be more
chaotic, and Jesus will ascend to take an action against this chaos. In other words,
God will bring Judgment Day.*

According to this belief, at least 200 million Eastern soldiers and more than
200 million Western soldiers will pass away in the war. Jesus Christ will strike those
who destroy Jerusalem, his home city, and he will fight the armies which will
gather in Megiddo or Armageddon valley. The blood flowing from Jerusalem to
onwards will be as long as 200 miles, and blood level will reach the head of a horse.
Combat vehicles, bodies of animals and humans, and blood will fill the place of
war. Some of the world’s largest cities such as London, Paris, Tokyo, New York,
Los Angeles and Chicago will perish.®® Moreover, approximately nine million
Jewish people will die in Armageddon wars, and 144,000 remaining Jewish people
will adopt Christianity. The reason is that they need to be purified by God. God
wants them to bow down before Jesus, God’s only son.>*

The results of the surveys conducted by different institutions of the
Christians in the USA are interesting in regard to indicating how common these
expectations related to the end of the world are. Studies indicate that approximately
30% of the Christians in the USA believe that the world will reach an end with the
Battle of Armageddon, and some of these people think that this battle will occur
when they are alive. Certain USA presidents are among these people, which is
highly significant.®

Evangelism, which is still highly fundamentalist, includes every one of four
adult American adults today. The spreading rate of Evangelic Christianity has
surpassed the rates of all religions including Islam.%

3- Islam

It should be noted that the region is also important for the Muslims.
Palestine, which is important for Jewish and Christian people, made people

31 The Voice of The Temple Mount, p. 2.
32 Hallsell, ibid., p. 82.
3 Hallsell, ibid., p. 33.
3¢ Hallsell, ibid., p. 98.
3% Hallsell, ibid., p. 82.
36 Hallsell, ibid., p. 19.
37 Hallsell, ibid., p. 22.
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generate different scenarios for it, and this country was conquered during the era of
Umar ( 17/ 637). The public of the region were granted the status of emania by
Umar himself.3¥ However, the city was captured by the Crusaders in 1099, and
approximately 70,000 people were killed.? The city was reconquered by Salahaddin
Ayyubi from Crusaders in 1187.4 This region has many holy places for the
Muslims. Al-Agsa, the first gibla of Islam, and Qubbat as-Sakhrah are located here.
These two temples need to be demolished based on the plans of Jewish and
Evangelist Christian people. Muslims would inevitably react to these plans and
attempts because Palestine was controlled by the Muslims from the era of Umar to
14 May 1948, excluding the period when ruled by Crusaders. The region was even
related to the identity of being Muslim, which means the fight to exist for Muslims.
It is clear that wars will continue for longer if the believers of three religions keep
on perceiving the case from their points of view, which reflects the fact that
migrations will continue.

Conclusion

Certain people from both Christian and Jewish groups have certain plans
over the Middle East. These plans are regarded as religious necessities, and people
act accordingly. Therefore, the Middle East has always been a place of conflicts and
combats. The following figures reflect how these conflicts have affected the
migration movements after having turned into wars.

There are 1,396,368 migrants in Middle East. Of them, 341,494 live in ten
camps in Jordan while 226,533 live in 12 camps in Lebanon, 127,831 live in nine
camps in Syria, 197,763 live in 19 camps in West Bank, and 197,763 live in eight
camps in Gaza. These figures were obtained from the official records of The United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNVRWA). The
unofficial records indicate that this figure is 4,766,670.4 These figures are important
as they indicate how religious interpretations indirectly affect the process of
migration. We are of the belief that adaptation of the culture of coexistence,
ensuring the religious and conscious independency and accepting people as how
they are will have a key role in overcoming this tragedy.

3 Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Balazuri, Futuhu al-Buldan, trans. Mustafa Fayda, Siyer Yayinlari, Istanbul 2013,
p- 188.

3 Ibn al-Asir Abu al-Hasan Izaddin Ali ibn Abi al-Karam Muhammad ibn ash-Shaybani al-Jazari, al-
Kamil fi at-Tarih, trans. Komisyon, Hikmet Yayinlari, Istanbul 2008, VIII/418.

40 Tbn al-Asir, ibid., IX/507.

41 Fatma Tung Yasar, Seving Alkan Ozcan, Zahide Tuba Kor, Siyonizm Diisiinde Isgal Gercegine Filistin,
[HH Insani Yardim Vakf1 Yayinlari, Istanbul 2010, p. 102.



Religion as the Reason for the Wars Triggering the Migration in the Middle East

REFERENCES

e Adam, Baki, Yahudilik ve Siddet, islamiyat Dergisi, 2002, v. 5, issue: 1, p. 23-
34.

e Aldemir, Halil, Kur’an-1 Kerim’e Gore fhtilaf, Kitabi Yayinevi, Istanbul 2010.

e Black, Amy E, “With God on Our Side: Religion in George W. Bush’s
Foreign Policy Speeches”, American Political Science Association, Chicago 2004.

e Cetin, Ensar, “Hiristiyan Fundamentalizmi ve Ortadogu’da Tanr1'y1
Kiyamete Zorlama Stratejisi”, Karatekin Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Dergisi,
v. 5, issue: 1, p. 1-16.

e Erdonmez, Hiiseyin Avrupa Devletlerinin Orta Dogu Politikas: ile ABD’nin
Orta Dogu Projesi, (Unpublished Master’s Thesis), Trakya University Institute of
Social Sciences, Edirne 2010.

e Giindiiz, Sinasi, “Hiristiyanlikta Siddetin Mesruiyet Zemini”, Isldmiyat
Dergisi, 2002, v. 5, issue: 1, p. 35-56.

. Dinsel Siddet, Etiit Yayinlari, 2002.

e Hallsell, Grace, Tanrwy: Kiyamete Zorlamak, trans. Mustafa Acar, Hiisnii
Ozmen, Kim Yayinlari, Ankara 2003, p.

e Ibn al-Asir, Abu al-Hasan Izaddin Ali ibn Abi al-Karam Muhammad ibn
ash-Shaybani al-Jazari, al-Kamil fi at-Tarih, trans. Komisyon, Hikmet Yayinlari,
Istanbul 2010.

¢ Kiling, Davut, “Ortadogu’nun Dini Jeopolitigi ve Giiniimiize Yansimalari
Uzerine Bir Deneme”, Firat Universitesi Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi, Elaz1g 2008, issue:
13/1, p. 65-86.

e Kutsal Kitap, Ohan Matbaasi, Istanbul 2007.

e Lewis, Bernard, “Orta Sarkin Tarihi Hiiviyeti”, Ankara Universitesi Ilahiyat
Fakiiltesi Dergisi, Ankara 1964, XII, 75-81.

o Litte, Robert 1-Simon Peres, Bir Politikaciyla Séylesi, trans. Nihal Onol,
Milliyet Yayinlari, Istanbul 1998.

e Sirma, Thsan Siireyya, Emeviler Donemi, Beyan Yayinlari, Istanbul 2010.

o Torlak, Mustafa, Siyonizmin Penceresinden Arap-Israil Catigmalarinn Orta
Dogu’daki Gii¢ Dengesine Yansumalar:, (Unpublished Master’s Thesis), Kadir Has
University Institute of Social Sciences, Istanbul 2010.

e The Voice of The Temple Mount, 1999.

e Yasar, Fatma Tung, Seving Alkan Ozcan, Zahide Tuba Kor, Siyonizm
Diisiinde Isgal Gercegine Filistin, THH Insani Yardim Vakfi Yayinlari, Istanbul 2010.




clee 55 Al (e SYI YD s
"l sV G G sl f5 el (255 Ao el S )

|.L:>JA.°.>
oS Y1 0 gl 5 sl ed ST RIS — S = dNIO SISV sl

omercide@kilis.edu.tr

)LﬁéT.L.Z\)M.\Z:\éJS

PN

i Ak Ll Sla s oo A ga Jaw s Y1 G 2l aate badgts A1 ol bl Ll a0
de cdale Al o I ] sl oS BN LYY Ol . cpll ey e A i oy
fiate G &l SWYI any Jeds law V1 G a0 3 o gb s L sy ) Ll ezl s as s
2350 50 521 3y Al Rl BN otib 0LV ads LY Al 58 LT Lo N1 G5 2l
oty p2s W eda e d gradt ] OF s sl Wity s o 51 G201 G Lgales o5 0,91 0dn 05 Lge LY
.%523)

503 L il il on 3 05 pmandl 0l O el Lmnal) el £ il s
ek S Wb 5 oo 5 sl oy (5 i35

ool O gl b A8 5 cdadd (§ Cppodamedd By Gl sl A (g1 g3 sl
Jorl e lall o A Al ol s Y el e 3 o N1 G2l et g S|
Tt 88 oy Bl oy e ) o) S s e Bl g i I ekl Bl
wj‘sjjs;\l\MJJJ\WE@M\:}?W}\QJ\;;U‘Jg\ﬂlayw’tsyw\s)by
kel G5 aedl 53l 23
O A G pedl ¢l i il SIS
Ortadogu’da Gocii Tetikleyen Savasglarin Nedeni Olarak

Din
Ozet

Ortadogu’daki goclerin en 6nemli sebeplerinden bir tanesi savaslardir. Savaslarin
meydana gelmesinin degisik nedenleri bulunmaktadir. Bunlardan bir tanesi de
dindir. Glintimiize kadar varligin1 devam ettiren vahiy kaynakl: olan {i¢ biiyiik din
de Ortadogu’da ortaya c¢ikmistir. Ortadogu'nun bazi bolgeleri bu dinlerin
miintesipleri i¢in olduk¢a 6nemlidir. Yahudi inancina gore kendilerine vaat edilen
topraklar vardir ki, bu topraklarin tamami Ortadogu’da bulunmaktadir. Yahudiler
bu topraklari elde etmeyi dini bir vazife olarak algilamaktadirlar.

& @l Sl "Ortadogu’da Gogli Tetikleyen Savaslarin Nedeni Olarak Din' ¢ sis &l jall 43 jall daa il o8 038 5 %
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Hiristiyanlik igin de bu bolge dnemlidir. Ciinkii Hz. Isa burada dogmus, dini
tebligini burada yapmis, Havarileri ile burada bulusmus ve Hiristiyan inanisina gore
burada ¢armiha gerilmistir.

Miisliimanlarin ilk kiblesi olan Mescid-i Aksa Filistin’de bulunmaktadir.
Miisliimanlar Ortadogu bolgesinin biiyiik bir kismmi Do6rt Halife doneminde
fethetmiglerdir. Batililar, Hz. Omer doneminde fethedilen Kudiis'ii kurtarmak igin
Hagh seferleri diizenlemislerdir. Israil devletinin kurulusuna kadar bolge biiyiik
oranda Miisliimanlarin denetiminde olmustur. Adi gecen devletin kurulmasindan
sonra bolgede savaslar artmistir. Bu da bolgede gogiin artmasina sebep olmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Din, Go¢, Savas

Religion as a Cause of War Triggering the Flows of

Migration in the Middle East
Abstract

Wars are of the most important causes of migration in the Middle East and there
are various reasons for the occurrence of the war. One of them is religion. Revelation-
originated three great religions have emerged but still in existence in Middle East.
the land promised-according to the Jewish belief-is located in the Middle East and
this region has a great importance for Christianity, as well since the Prophet Jesus
was born here, issued (religious notified) here, He met with his apostles here and
According to Christian belief he was crucified here.

Muslims' first gibla of the Al-Aqsa Mosque is located in Palestine. Muslims had
conquered a large part of the Middle East during the four caliphs. The Crusades were
held by Westerners to save Jeruselam which was conquered during the period of
Caliph Omer and consequently crusaders captured Jerusalem. The region has been-
in a large extent-under the control of Muslims until the establishment of the state of
Israel. Wars have increased in the region after the establishment of Israil. These wars
pose the biggest causes of migration in the region. This has led to an increase in
immigration in the region.

Keywords: Religion, Migration, War
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