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Roportaj

Turgay ALDEMIR'
Tuba ERKUT**

T. Erkut: Hocam, Goc¢menlerin Tiirk kiiltiiriine uyumu konusunda
yasanan sorunlar ve bu sorunlara yonelik ¢6ziim faaliyetleriniz nelerdir?

T. Aldemir: Oncelikle, bu go¢ konusunu ele alirken bizim kendi kiiltiir
diinyamizi, tarihimizi dikkate alarak kavramsallastirmay1 buna gore yapmamiz
gerekir. Biz onlara misafirler diyoruz. Go¢menler, miilteciler, siginmacilar gibi
kavramlar; 6zellikle siginmaci ve miilteci kavramlar batililarin tirettigi baska bir
seyi ifade ediyor. Onlarin gittigi kiiltiire uyumu veya asimilasyonu, entegrasyonu
gibi yaklasimlarsa gelenlerin bedenlerini yasatiyor ama kiiltiirlerini, yasam
tarzlarimi yok ediyor. Bunun igin bizim bu meseleleri, sosyal hareketleri kendi
kavramlarimizla tanimlamamiz gerekmektedir. Go¢ nedir, misafirlik nedir, bu
sinirlar bizim igin neyi ifade ediyor, bizim i¢in mesru mudur, bunlarin hepsini
aslinda bu zamanda yasayan bir Miisliiman olarak tartismamiz lazim. Diger
taraftan bu insanlarin geldikleri, misafir olduklar1 bu iilkelerde onlarin bir
siginmact gibi “uyum” adi altinda asimile edilmelerine doniik yaklasimlarin da
¢ok daha biiyiik bir travmaya sebep oldugunu biz miisahede ettik. Bir insanin
bedenini yasatmanin bizce ¢ok anlami yoktur. Onun DNA’smi var etmekle onu
yasatmak aym sey degil. Bir insanin huzur ve mutluluk iginde yasamasi,
kiiltiiriinii, inancini, yasam tarzini koruyarak devam ettirmesidir asil onemli olan.

Bugiin miilteci kavrami igerisinde ele alinan bu misafirlerimiz, bu
kardeslerimiz ~Suriye’den ¢ikarak Batr'ya dogru gittiklerinde, Bati'ya
ulastiklarmmda pek ¢ogunun bedeni hayatta olsa da — ki bircogu da okyanuslarda
kayboldu, Oliime terkedildi- Suriye kiiltiirli adina, yasam tarzi adina, sanati,
edebiyat1 adina bir¢ok seyi yolda kaybediyorlar. Bunun igin Suriyelilerin bu gog
sirasinda Tiirk kiiltiirtine uyumundan ¢ok, Tiirkiye’de birlikte yasama kiiltiiriinii
merkeze koymamiz gerektiginin daha dogru olacagi kanaatindeyiz. Kald1 ki
Anadolu, Tiirklerin, Kiirtlerin, Araplarin bin y1li agskindir, ta Cagr1 Bey’in buraya
gelisinden, 1011’den bugiine birlikte yasadig1 kadim bir yerdir. Bu cografyanin
ana kurucusu, asli unsuru Tiirkler kadar Kiirtler, Kiirtler kadar Araplardir. Ana
unsur olan bu ti¢ kiiltiiriin kendi kiiltiirtindi, orfiinii, adetini yasatarak varligin
ikame ettirmedigi bir Anadolu gercek misyonunu da yerine getirmez. Bunun icin
biz sosyal uyum kitaplart da yaymladik. Asimilasyondan c¢ok, onlan
Tiirklestirmekten ¢ok onlarin bir Arap olarak veya bir Kiirt olarak yasamlarin
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siirdiirmesini onemsiyoruz. Fakat buna doniik Tiirkiye’de cadirkentlerle, sehirde
acilan hayat alanlariyla Suriyelilere biiyiik firsat alanlart olusturuldu ama bir
Suriyelinin, Suriyeli bir Arap’in bir Kiirt'tin ¢ocuklarini Suriye’deki kiiltiir
diinyasina gore yetistirmesine ¢ok bir olanak hazirlayamadik. Gidebilenler Ttirk
okullarina gidiyorlar. Oralarda da onlarin miifredatina yonelik ciddi bir ¢alisma
yapilamiyor. Biz bu konunun {iniversiteler tarafindan ele alinmas: gerektigine,
sosyal uyum ve entegrasyon konular1 konusulurken bedenlerimizin bir arada
olmasimdan ¢ok kiiltiirlerimizin, devletin de himayesinde, oncelikle sayg1 gorerek
yasatilmasimin biiytiik bir insanlik gérevi olduguna inaniyoruz.

Bir insana yapilacak en biiyilik zuliim; onun varligim, bedensel varligim
degil, kiiltiirel varhigimi, dinini, dilini, yasam tarzim1 yok saymak, sahs-1
manevisini yok etmektir. Tiirkiye’de de doksan yildir zaten boyle bir
oOtekilestirme yasiyoruz. Yani bir Miisliiman, Kur'an alfabesiyle dilini
konusamadig giinler yasadi. Bir Kiirt, anadilini konusamadig1 giinler yasadi.
Halbuki bunlarin hepsi, Kur'an-1 Miibin’in bize anlattig1, Allah'm ayetleridir,
vahyidir. Bilhassa bir sosyal uyum meselesi tartisilirken bizim Almanya’nin
Ingiltere'nin, Fransa’nin normlariyla degil de kendi normlarimizla hareket
etmemiz gerekiyor. Ben onlar da inceledim. Kendi iilkelerine siginmaci olarak
aldiklan farkh {ilke vatandaslarma Alman kiiltiiriinii 6gretiyorlar ve ona gore
davranmalarini istiyorlar. Oysa biz sunun olmas: gerektigine inaniyoruz: Evet
Alman kiiltiirtinti bilsinler. Almanlarin hassasiyetlerinden haberdar olsunlar ama
onlarin kendi geldikleri cografyanin kiiltiiriine gore yasamalarina da olanak
taninsin.

T. Erkut: Vakif olarak go¢menlere yonelik faaliyetleriniz hangi alanda
yogunlasmaktadir?

T. Aldemir: Biz Suriye, Irak, Filistin krizleri siirecinde aktif roller aldik.
Diinyanin neresinde bir aci, bir keder olsa onu ytiregimizde hissetmeye calistik.
Hani Peygamberimiz buyuruyor ya: “Sarkta bir Miisliimanin ayagina diken
batsa, garptaki bunu hissetmiyorsa ger¢ek manada iman etmis olamaz.” El-hak
dogrudur. Baz1 deyimlerde sOylenir iste “ates diistiigii yeri yakar.” Hayir biz bir
Miisliiman olarak Peygamber’in bu tasavvuruyla baktigimiz zaman o bizi de
yakar. Biz onunla ilgilenmeliyiz —ki bu bizim imani gorevimiz. Hatta Tolstoy un
giizel bir sozii var. Diyor ki, “Insan kendi bedenine bir sey dokundugunda onu
hissediyorsa canlidir. Ama Stekinin bagina geleni hissediyorsa o insandir.” Oteki
dedigimiz iste kendi yerinden yurdundan sokiiliip atilmis bu insanlarin acisim
hissetmektir bizi insan yapan. Biz de vakif olarak bunun ¢abasindayiz.

Gida yardimlarmmiz, giyim yardimmlarimiz, barnma yardimlarimiz
Suriye’de ve farkl tilkelerde var. Binlerce tir yardim yaptik o bolgelere. Fakat bir
taraftan da calisma sistemi olarak, yaptigimiz her yardimin psikolojik ve
sosyolojik arastirmasm gergeklestiriyor ve ona gore diizenlemeler yapiyoruz.
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Mesela bizim vakfimizin yardim magazalar1 var. Gaziantep’te, yilda ortalama ytiz
bin Gaziantepliye, yliz bin de Suriyeliye fiilen gida ve giyim yardimi yapihyor.
Thtiyac sahipleri gelip secerek aliyorlar. Magazadan alir gibi. Eskiden biz
yardimlar1 gotiiriir, paketleri evlere birakirdik. Baktik ki komsularin gozii
oniinde yardim alan veya ¢ocuklarmin gozii dniinde yardim alan bir babanin
babalik misyonunu zedelemisiz iyilik yapalim derken. Komsuluk hukukunu
zedelemisiz. Iste birileri “yardim alan falanin oglu musun, kizi1 misin” dediginde
cocuklar babalarmma saygiyr yitirmis. Onun igin yardim yaparken basa
kakilmadan yapilmali. Hani Bakara s{iresinde Rabbimiz diyor ya, “Basa kakilan
bir yardimdansa giizel bir sz daha evladir.” Incitmemek...

Biz insanlarm maddi ihtiyaclarim ilelebet karsilayamayiz ama onlarmn
goniil diinyasi kazanmay1 merkeze koyuyoruz. Suriye’de de bu galismalar
yaparken sahada baktik ki yardim yapiyoruz ama eksikler var. Ne tiir eksikler
var? Bu ¢ocuklar egitilmiyor. Egitilmiyor derken su anda Tiirkiye’de {i¢ milyon
Suriyeli var. Resmi rakam iki milyon yedi yiiz yetmis dort bin deniliyor ama
kayitsiz olanlar da var. Bunun bir milyon bes yiiz elli bini 0-18 yas grubu ve
bunlarin hepsinin okula gitmesi lazim. Gegen y1ilki milli egitim verilerine gore tig
yiiz kirk bin Suriyeli okullara gidiyordu. Bunlar gegici egitim merkezleri. Bizim
de Tiirkiye'nin degisik yerlerinde bdyle okullarimiz var. Suriye'nin i¢cinde yine on
ikiden fazla okul agmisiz. Simdi de Cerablus’ta actik bu okullari. Ama ti¢ ytiz kirk
bin kisinin yaklasik yetmis bes bini de dogrudan Tiirk okullarina gidiyor. Gordiik
ki gok biiyiik bir rakam, bir milyon yiiz altmis bin ¢ocuk okula gitmiyor. Bu
cocuklar ne olacak? 0-5 yag1 diisersek yaklasik sekiz yiiz bin insan ediyor. Bunlar
egitilmedigi zaman terdr Orgiitlerinin uyusturucu sebekelerinin eline diisiiyor.
Biz “gocuklar okusun” kampanyalar1 yaptik. Bunlarin okullastirilmas: igin.
Gaziantep’te de diger sivil toplum Orgiitleriyle, valilikle yogun bir gaba sarf ettik.
Suriyelilerin en fazla okula gitme oranimin oldugu il Gaziantep. Okula gitmesi
gerekenlerin yaklasik yiizde elliden fazlasi okula gitmektedir. Ama digeri de
gitmek istiyor. Okul yok, iste bunlarm organizasyonu yok.

Bu kisilere tahsis edilen okullara gidiyoruz, oralarda egitim yapryoruz ama
baktik ¢ocuklarin zihinleri degismiyor. Tiirkiye'deki akademisyenlerden bes kisi
Suriyelilerden bes kisi olmak tizere bir ekip kurduk. Suriye miifredatini inceledik.
Gectigimiz yillarda yaptigimiz bu inceleme alt1 ay siirdii ve sonucunda ortaya bir
siireg ¢ikt1. Baktik ki burada bizim okuttugumuz kitaplardaki miifredatta da ¢ok
ciddi sorunlar var. Yani tarih kitaplar1 problemli, edebiyat kitaplan problemli,
cografya Kkitaplart problemli... Ornegin, Osmanli'dan, Selguklu'dan hig
bahsetmiyor. Canakkale Zaferini, emperyalist Osmanli’nin savagt goriiyor.
Osmanli’y1 dyle tanitryor. Boyle birgcok sey var. Biz okula gitsin diyoruz ama
baska miifredat olmadigindan bu miifredat: goriiyorlar. Din tasavvuru ozellikle,
akil etmeye ve diisiinmeye yonelik degil. Bir siirii teferruatin icinde bogulmus
insanlar. Biz bu konu tizerinde c¢alistik, bu konuda bakanliga ulastik.
Basbakanliga, Cumhurbaskanligina ulastik dedik ki bu konuda ¢alisma yapilmas:



Roportaj 210

ve Suriyelilerin nasil bir {ilkede yasadiklarim1 bilmeleri lazim. Bunun igin bir
sosyal uyum kitabi hazirladik ve bu sosyal uyum kitabiyla da bu
arkadaslarimizin, Suriyelilerin Ttirk kiiltiirtinii bilmelerini amagladik. Yani ne var
Tiirkiye'de? Tiirkiye'de mimari var, edebiyat var, sanat var, trafik var, sivil
toplum var, siyaset var, aile yapisi ve sistemi var. Buray: tarusinlar. Bu kitabi
Arapga ve Tiirkge olarak yayinladik. Simdi akademisyen arkadaslarla yeni bir
calisma yapiyoruz. BEKAM Arastirma Merkezinde gog¢ arastirmalart merkezi
Suriye masast var. Orada Suriyelilerin yiiz temel sorununa doniik bir kitap
cikaracagiz. Mesela bir Suriyeli, araciyla kaza yaptig1 zaman ne sorun yasayacak?
Ya da mesela bir Suriyeli ev kiraladi. Ev sahibiyle problem yasadiginda ne
yapmast gerekir? Veya burada evlendi, ¢ocuklart oldu, bunu hukuk sistemi
igerisinde nasil degerlendirecegiz? Veya arabasini alip satacak. Bu ciddi bir sorun.
Bunlarin hepsini sahada taradik, yiiz soruya indirdik, yazimmm yaptk, simdi
Arapca ve Tiirkge olarak bunu basacagiz.

Bir diger sorun Tiirkiye'de yasayan Tiirk vatandaslarimin yabancilar1 ve
Suriyelileri kabulii. Bizde de sorun var. Miinevver olmanin, medeni olmanin,
insan olmanin ve Miisliiman olmanin geregi bizim inang diinyamizda Allah’in
rizasina giden bu yollardan biri “yolda kalmis”dan, “garip”ten, “guraba”dan
geger. Iste bu konularla ilgili kitaplar iizerinde galistik. Sonra egitim konusuyla
ilgilenirken de Suriyeli Ogretmenleri aldik. Baktik anlatiyoruz, bir tiirlii
anlamiyorlar. Zihniyet sikintisi yasiyoruz. O zaman dedik ki bunlar ne okuyorlar.
Suriyeliler, Suriyeli entelektiiel, aydin, alim, dgretmen... Suriyelilerin okuduklar:
kitaplari topladik. Birde baktik ki genelde Baas rejimini, komiinist sistemi, islam
adina da Sii kiiltiirtinii 6ne ¢ikaran okumalar yapmuslar. Kitaplarini incelerken bir
sey daha dikkatimizi g¢ekti: Tiirkiye adina onlar igin terciime edilen metinler.
Ozellikle altmisli yillardan sonra Aziz Nesin'i terciime etmisler. Turan Dursun’u
terciime etmisler. Ge¢miste Baas rejiminde Nazim Hikmeti terciime etmisler.
Yasar Kemal, Orhan Pamuk... Tabii bir kismin1 terciime edenler de Tiirkiye'den
insanlar. Mesela Turan Dursun’u, Aziz Nesin’i Ekmelettin Thsanoglu terciime
etmis. Onlar bunlar okuyorlar, boyle bir Tiirkiye tasavvurlar: var. Yani milletin
bu bin yillik seriivenine hakaret eden, dini ile alay eden, baska bir kiiltiire,
komdiinist algiya 6zenen bir yap1. Bu yiizden, “ Biz Tiirkiye'ye gelene kadar sizin
Miisliman oldugunuzu bilmiyorduk” diyenler oldu. Tabi onlar da bunla
yogrulmus. Ofretmen, ama Baas kiiltiiriine gore egitilmis. O zaman dedik ki
bunlarin zihniyetinin degismesi lazim. Bir dizi kitap terciime ettik Suriyeli
arkadaglarimiza doniik. Tolstoy'u terciime ettik. Rasim Ozdenoren'i, Abdullah
Ulvan'i, Aliya Izzetbegovic'i... Yaklasik 15 civarinda kitabi Arapgaya terciime
ettik. Tiirkiye ve diinyada karsilig1 olan kitaplar. Suan bu gevirilerimiz devam
ediyor. Bunlari Suriyelilere, 6zellikle okula giden okuma yazma gayreti olanlara
ticretsiz ulastirtyoruz. Suriyeliler arasinda Tiirkiye ve Suriye icinde zihniyet
degisimi icin okuma gruplan olusturduk. Diger taraftan baktik ki ¢ocuklarmn
egitiminde miifredat sorunu var. Onlara da bodyle yaklasik on kitaptan olusan
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egitim seti hazirladik. Bizim karakter egitimi diye bir setimiz vardi. Sahih Islam
akidesini ilkokulda, anaokulunda cocuklara veren bir paradigma iizerinde
calismistik Tiirkiye’de. Bunu Arapgaya cevirdik. Suriyelilere bunu her tarafta
ulastirtyoruz. Diger taraftan Kiirt bolgesi de istedi. Bunu Kiirtceye de cevirdik.
Biz dedik ki bir Suriyelinin ya da bir Suriyeli Arap veya Kiird{in en 6nemli ihtiyaci
maddi ihtiyacindan ¢ok bu fikri ihtiyagtir. Zihniyeti degistirmezseniz Baas rejimi,
Bessar Esad gider, Deas gelir. Suriye’de verilen en biiylik savas eski ile yeni,
dogru ile yanhs, hak ile batil miicadelesidir. i¢imizden devsirilmis bir kistm
Miisliiman goriintimlii hainler Miisliimanlara kafirlerden daha gok zarar veriyor.
Masa bunlar. Burada da biz bu fikri meseleyi onemsiyoruz. Bu konuda hatta
ilahiyat fakiiltemizin yoneticisi Sehmus Demir hocamiz da ¢ok giizel bir ¢alisma
yaptilar. Selefilik konusunu irdelediler. Sonra birlikte c¢alisttk o konuda.
Sagolsunlar o galismay1 Arapgaya gevirdiler. O ¢ok biiyiik bir dayanak oldu.
Selefilik nedir? Tekfircilik nedir? Siddet nedir? Bunlar irdelendi. Cinayeti cihatla
karistiran bir Islam anlayist tiiretilmis durumda. Bu agidan biz Suriyelilerin
egitim, kiiltiir, sanat hayatina dair calismalar yapiyoruz. Bir gazete gikariyoruz
Arapca. On bes giinde bir bunlar desteklemek icin Suriyeli yazarlar, ¢izerler,
karikatiiristler, gazeteciler, entelektiieller burada yaziyor. Kiirt, Tiirk, Arap,
Stinni, Alevi, Hiristiyan, hepsine burada soz veriyoruz, Islam’in adalet prensibi
ekseninde. Bolgede iki ylize yakin Arapca gazete ¢ikiyor, bizim bu bakis agimizla
cikan tek gazete budur. Suriye’de yayin yapan diger gazetelerin ¢ogu Batili
tilkeler tarafindan ifsat amagli ¢ikariliyor. Diisiiniin feministlerden ateistlere,
escinsellerden komiinistlere pek ¢ok kesim tarafindan Suriyelilere yonelik
gazeteler ckarthyor. Ama bizim en akillimiz, en egitimlimiz, en iyi
Miisltimanimiz Suriyelilere gida paketi dagitmakta, saglik hizmeti yapmakta. O
da giizel. Ama artik biz bu topraklari nasil bir Islam tasavvuruyla yonetecegiz,
bunu onlara aktarmamiz lazzm. Bunun igin Tiirkiye tecriibesi ¢cok onemli. Biz
Tiirkiye’de siddete bulasmadan, dniimiize konmus her bariyeri asarak yeni bir
asamaya geldik. Bu artik Arap diinyasi icin, Islam diinyasi icin, diinya
mazlumlar i¢in paha bigilemeyen bir tecriibe. Bunlar1 anlatan ¢alismalara ihtiyag
vardi. Bunlari yaptik. Bunun i¢in bunlart anlatan Liibnan’a kadar yayin yapan
Radyo Fecr diye bir radyo kurduk. Buradan yayin yapiyor. Burada Tiirkler ve
Suriyeliler, Suriye'nin her bolgesine ortak {immet tasavvurunu anlatan, ortak
insanlik paydasini anlatan, insanin bes emniyetini, can, mal, akil, nesil ve dini
anlatan yaymlar yapiyor. Bu hem Kiirtge, hem Arapga yapiliyor. Az da Tiirkge...
Ttirkgeyi de 6grensinler istiyoruz. Boyle bir yayin hayat yiiriitiiyoruz. $imdi bir
kiiltiir evi agma projemiz var. Genglik merkezi gibi... Gelsinler, bir arada
bulunsunlar, konussunlar, tartissinlar. Genglerin, fikri miizakerelere,
mayalanmalara ihtiyaglar1 var. Yoksa Suriyeli gencler hemen siddete kayyorlar.
Biz igeriye girecek gidadan ve silahtan daha Onemli seyin kitap olduguna
inaniyoruz. Onlarla ugrasanlar var, onlarin yeri ayridir. Biz Suriye'nin her
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noktasma kitap, bilgi, fikir ulastirmay: kendimize misyon edinmisiz. Ciinkii
zihniyet degismezse bu savas bitmez.

Bu cergevede yiiriittiigiimiiz bir diger calismamizda, tecriibe aktariminin
saglanmasi bakimindan, Suriye masamizda a¢mis oldugumuz sivil toplum
akademileri. Suriyeli kadmn-erkek, geng-yash egitimlileri bir araya getirerek
ondan fazla vakif ve dernek kurmalarma ¢n ayak olduk. Tiirkiye’de Minber Sam
diye elliye yakin ¢alisani olan, iiyelerinin ¢ogunlugunu akademisyen, doktor,
hakim, savci, entelektiiellerin olusturdugu bir dernek kurduk. Kadinlara dontik
calismalar yapan Belkis diye bir dernek kuruldu. Genglere dair, hukukgulara,
doktorlara, sanatcilara doniik calismalar ytirtiten bir¢ok dernek kuruldu bu
siirecte. Iste daha gecen hafta, savasi ve barisi anlatan bir sanat sergisi agtik. Bu
cografyamin gecmisini, bugliniinii ve gelecegini anlatan bir resim sergisi agtik.
Sanat atolyemiz var. Suriyeli sanatgilar orada ebru, hat, tezhip gibi alanlarda
sanatsal galismalarimi yiiriitiiyor. Gengler igin yirmi dortten fazla spor takimi
kurduk. Bunlar aralarinda miisabakalar yapti. En son haziran ayminda sayin
genclik spor bakanimizin, valimizin, milletvekillerinin, eski futbolcularimizin da
katilimiyla stadyumda bir mag¢ yapildi. Simdi Tiirkiye’deki belli bagh genclik
teskilatlarma bu teklifi gotiirdiik. Suriyeli genclerle bir Tiirkiye kardeslik kupas:
yapalim diyoruz. Top doniiyor ortada dili yok, dini yok. Ortak bir payda...

Mesela gegen Cerablus’a gitmistik. Futbol topu gotiirdiik. Koyduk oynuyor
bizim gengler. Hi¢ kimse gelip istirak etmiyor. Kapi aralarindan pencere
kenarlarindan bakryorlar. Derken, yirmi-yirmi bes dakikadan sonra gelmeye
bagladilar. Sonra elli kisi oldu. Bir sosyal uyum... Sokak oyunlar: oynattilar
cocuklara. Cocuklar giilmemisler. Deas’in zulmiinden, Esad’in zulmiinden...
Dedik ki, basta neden gelmediniz? Dediler ki, “Bu meydanda Deas yakimlarimizin
kafasini kesti ve top oynadi. Boyle bir travmalan var o ¢ocuklarin. Bunlari, sadece
karmnlarimi doyurarak asamayiz.

Mesela tiyatro grubu kurduk Suriyeliler i¢in. Su anda bir¢ok spor dalinda
calisma yiiriitiyoruz bu arkadaglarimizla ilgili. Yine akademisyenleriyle,
tiniversiteden hocalarimizla defaten bir araya geliyorlar. Suriye'nin igerisinde bu
faaliyetleri yiirtitliyoruz. Mantigimizin temeli su: Biz Suriyelileri bir sorun olarak
gormiiyoruz. Suriyeliler Allah’in aramiza gonderdigi bir firsattir. Allah nasil ki
Sahabe-i Kiram ve Allah Resulii vesilesiyle Yesrib’i Medine yaptiysa Suriyeliler
vesilesiyle de Allah bizi riziklandiriyor, bereketlendiriyor, bolluk bereket iginde
yasityoruz. Biz buna inaniyoruz. Suriyelileri sorunun degil, ¢oziimiin bir pargas:
yaptik.

Bizim vakif olarak yirmi ii¢ komisyonumuz var ve hepsinde Suriyeliler var.
Birlikte c¢alistyoruz. Onlar bu tecriibeyi Suriye’ye tasiyorlar. Amacimiz
Suriyelileri bizim bir yere gotiirlip yonetmemiz degil, onlarin kendi iilkelerini
kendileri olarak yonetmeleri. Batililar gibi i¢inden {i¢ tane zekiyi, egitimliyi secip
digerlerini birakmiyoruz. Onlara meslek dgretiyoruz. Onlara kendi toplumsal
kiiltiirlerini 6gretiyoruz. Bir araya gelip mesela yemek kiiltiirlerini ytiriitiiyorlar.
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Universitede dniimiizdeki siirecte Suriye yemek kiiltiiriine dair sergi agmalar1
icin ugrasiyoruz. Sehirde kag yerde agtirdik.

Halep yasasin. Diinyanin en kadim sehri... Bizim kadim sehrimizi
yikiyorlar. Suriye’yi yikmiyorlar. Sadece insan 6ldiirmiiyorlar. Orada insanhgy,
insanhigin birlikte yasama tecriibesini, mimariyi, estetigi, [slam sanatini, arzi
kirletiyorlar. Bu savas bagka bir sey. Bunu goren zihinleri agmamiz lazim.

Hiilasa bunlar Suriyelilere doniik yaptiklarimizin sayabildigim, simdi
aklima gelenlerin bir kismi. Biz her alanda onlarin kendisi kalarak yasamalari i¢in
fikri, zihni faaliyetler yiirtitiiyoruz. Tiirk’tiyle, Arap’iyla, orada yasayan
Hristiyan’iyla... Hiristiyanlarinin, Ermenilerinin dahi bir araya gelmesine vesile
oluyoruz. Suriye’de varlarsa, burada da onlarin var olmasi icin, bu topraga ihanet
etmemeleri, Tiirkiye’deki bu kadirsinas halkin aleyhine gidip de Batililarla is
tutmamalari, emperyalistlerin burada masaligin1 yapmamalar1 kaydiyla birgok
alanda birlikte ¢alismalar yapryoruz.

T. Erkut: iki dezavantajli grup sayilan kadinlar ve cocuklara yénelik
faaliyetleriniz nelerdir?

T. Aldemir: Cocuklara doniik ozellikle egitim programlarimiz devam
ediyor. Yetim olanlarinin bizim ¢ocuklarimizla ayni ortamlart paylasmasi igin
sosyal uyum calismalarimiz var. Onlara savas travmasmi yenmeleri igin
rehabilitasyon programlart yapryoruz. Annesi Olmiis, babast 6lmiis yiizlerce
cocuk var, hala aglayamamis. Gegen bir okulumuzda onlarla ilgileniyorduk. Vali
bey de vardi. Gittik oturduk yanina ¢ocugun. Cocuk onlarca dakika agladi. Dedik
ki, “Yane olmus?” Dediler ki alt1 ay 6nce annesi bombardimanda 6lmiis. Simdiye
kadar merhametli bir el ilk defa dokunuyor. Cocuk aglads, agladi, biz agladik.
Simdi o ¢ocuk sinifinin en basarili 6grencisi oldu.

Sefkati, merhameti bekleyen pek ¢ok Suriyeli insanla karsilastik. Bize
soruyorlar: “Suriyelilerin neye ihtiyact var?” Bizim neye ihtiyactmiz varsa onlarin
da ona ihtiyaci var diyoruz. Nasil bizim ¢ocuklarrmiz iki giin ilgilenmezsek
soluyorlarsa, onlar da dyle. Onlar bizim evlatlarimiz. Allah onlar1 bize emanet
birakti. Bir¢ok gencler var mesela bakiyoruz hayatin bir kenarinda kalmislar.
Bunlara doniik bizim kiiltiirel etkinliklerimiz, gezilerimiz var. Tiirkiye’de bu
alanda calismus ¢ok giizel vakif ve dernekler mevcut. Onlarla birlikte Suriyelilerin
rehabilitasyonunu saglamaya calisiyoruz. Savas travmasim asmaya yonelik.
Mesela kag tane cocukla karsilastik hafizasim1 kaybetmis, ailesi yok, buraya
gelmis, yarali... Bunlar dayanacak birer dayanak ariyorlar. Biz bunlarla ilgili,
Ozellikle vakfimizin hanimlari, aile merkezli ¢alistyoruz. Onlar ¢ok yogun bir
calisma yiirtitiiyorlar. Kap1 kap1 nerede bir sahipsiz ¢ocuk varsa, dezavantajli bir
kadin varsa ona aile olmaya galistyoruz. Su anda on bin dort yiiz elli dort yetimle
ve bin alti yliz de aile ile ilgileniyoruz. Bu kadinlar1 Tiirk ve Suriyeli diye
ayirmadan bizim kadinlarimizla birlikte meslek edindiriyoruz. Once bizim
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yetiskin annelerimiz ile annelik egitimi veriyoruz onlara. Boyle, bir sinifa
toplayarak degil...Anadolu’da analarimiz vardir ya, onlar bu iste gorev
goriiyorlar. Ondan sonra bunlara meslek edindiriyoruz, evlerinin ihtiyaglarma
destek oluyoruz. Daha sonra zaten evlerinin ihtiyaglarin1 kendileri karsiliyorlar.
Bir de bunlarm 6rgiitlenmesi igin biling toplantilar: ytiriitiiyoruz.

Bilinenin aksine Suriye’nin egitim, okuma yazma orani Filistin’den sonra
Islam diinyasindaki en yiiksek oran. Savastan dnce yiizde doksan iig-doksan dort
arasinda... Mesela Misir’da yiizde elli sekiz. Suriyeliler bilingli bir toplum. Ama
biz altt yildir bunlara egitim vermeyerek cahil birakmisiz. Boyle de bir siireg
yastyoruz. Suriyenin kadnlari Tiirkiye’dekilerden daha ¢ok okuyup yazmis. Ben
iki binli yillarda ve daha Oncesinde Suriye’ye ¢ok gittim geldim. Suriye’de
kadmlarin ¢ogu araba kullamiyordu. Sosyal hayatlar1 ¢ok iyiydi. Burada da
Oyleler. Onlarca hanimefendi var doktor, avukat, hukukgu, siyaset bilimi
okumus, dil okumus, miihendislik okumus. Ve son derece miinevverler. Bu
acidan biz, kadmlarin Tirkiye’de de sosyal hayata katilmasi, diplomalarmin
onaylanmasi, kendilerine ¢alisma izni verilmesi konusunda pek ¢ok calisma
yiiriittiikk. Hamdolsun epey de yol aldik. Ozellikle bizim hanimlarla beraber
yogun bir ¢alisma igerisindeler. Birlikte Tiirkiye icinde ve Suriye icinde aktif
programlar yiriitilyoruz. Ciinkii Suriye'nin gelecegini yetistirecek olanlar
kadinlardir. Merhum Aliya Izzetbegovig diyor ki, “Cahil birakilmis bir anne
gelecegin yiiz aki, gz aydinhigi nesilleri yetistiremez.” Yetistiremedigimiz zaman
da topraklarimizda hep kan golii, hep savas, hep kavga olur. Bunun temeli
cehalettir. Yanlis din algisidir. Emperyalist egitim sistemleridir. Terbiyeden ve
ahlaktan uzak egitim sistemidir. Terbiyeyi de anne verir. Aile terbiyesinden uzak
olduklar igin, diinyanin en egitimli insanlarmin 15 Temmuzda ne yaptigim
gordiik. Ciinkii terbiye bizim kiiltlirtimiizde anneden verilir. Babaanne, nine verir
bu terbiyeyi. Sonra dede verir. Sonra anne baba bunu c¢ocuk {izerinde
sekillendirir. Yoksa bilgi tek basina yetmiyor. Biz Suriyenin aile yapisinn
korunmasma dontiik ¢aligsmalar yapiyoruz.

T. Erkut: Vakif olarak Suriyeli 6grencilere yonelik calismalariniz;
Suriyelilere ders veren okullarda ders goren 6grencilerin Tiirk 6grencilerle
entegrasyonunu saglama amaciyla gerceklestirdiginiz faaliyetler var mi1?

T. Aldemir: Su anda Gaziantep’te, Urfa’da, Hatay’da, Maras'ta,
Adiyaman’da, Malatya’da, Adana’da, devlet okullariyla ve oradaki valiliklerle
birlikte actigimiz gecici egitim merkezi statiisiinde iyilik okullar1 var. Buralardaki
hocalarin gelisimini, bakanliktan da yardim ve onay alarak hizmet ici egitimler
vererek sagliyoruz. Ancak Suriyelilerin ayr1 okullarda egitim gdormesinden ¢ok
Tirk okullarina gitmesi gerektigini diistinliyoruz. Burada da ciddi bir
entegrasyon sorunu yasamyor. Kitap ve altyap: uygunlugu yok. Su anda bunu
miizakere ediyoruz. Ciinkii onlara kendilerini ifade etme alan1 agmak gerekir.
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Ge¢miste biz bunu yasadik. Geg¢miste okullarimizda her smufta bir tane
yetimhaneden gelen ¢ocuk olurdu. Onun adini kimse bilmezdi. Ona “yuvalt”
denirdi. O ¢ocuk da orada 6fke biriktirir sonrasinda toplumda actmasiz bir katile
dontisiir, bir yankesiciye veya hirsiza doniistirdii.

Simdi, Ankara’da alinan kararlarla bu is bitmiyor. Burada 6zellikle goniil
yaralarini iyilestirecek sey goniildiir, gontilliiliiktiir, sivil toplumdur. Acik
yaralari devlet kurumlarinda ¢ozebilirsiniz. Hastanelerde iyilestirebilirsiniz Ama
burada asil simdi bu kadirsinas Anadolu halkina, Tiirkiye'nin milletine bir gorev
diisiiyor. Her Suriyeliye sefkat ve merhametle yasama hakki taniyan
kampanyalar baslatmaliy1z. Onlarin kendi isimleriyle, kendi kiiltiirleriyle kendi
cocuklarimiz kadar aziz oldugunu, onlar kadar 6zel oldugunu ve onlarin Rabbii’l-
alemin’in de emaneti oldugu bilinciyle yeniden Tiirkiye’de tim egitimcilerimizi
tim c¢ocuklarimizi, genglerimizi bu konuda bilinglendirme kampanyasi
yliriitliyoruz. Yoksa onlarin gordiikleri otekilestirme ve siddet bize kars: biiytik
bir ofkeye doniisiir, biiylik bir tepkiye doniisiir. Maazallah bu, iki milletin
tekrardan kopusunu da beraberinde getirir. Bu anlamda egitim c¢alismalarn
yaplyoruz.

T. Erkut: Biilbiilzade vakfinin go¢menler ile temas: Suriye’den gocle
birlikte mi baglad1?

T. Aldemir: Hayir biz, I. Korfez savasinda Kuzey Irak’tan gelen Kiirtleri
Habur'da karsiladik. Onlara ¢adirlar kurduk. Belki bugiinkii kadar bilgimiz,
imkanimiz, tecriibemiz yoktu ama oradaydik. Halepge’ye gittik oradaki insanlara
yardim etmek igin. Filistin’e, Filistin miilteci kamplarina gittik. Afrika’da bu
anlamdaki bir¢ok ¢alisma alanlarina gittik. Asya’ya gittik. Bosna savasindaki
miilteci krizinde fiilen sahada calismalar yiiriittiik. Bunlarin hepsi, bu yardim
calismalari, bu sivil toplum calismalar1 Suriye meselesinde bize daha tecriibeli
olma, daha fazla alanda ¢alisma yapma ve ilgili kurumlarla, devlet kurumlariyla
veya Tiirkiye igindeki ilgili sivil toplum orgiitleriyle de koordineli calisma firsat
kazandird.

T. Erkut: Burada birlikte ¢alistiginiz Suriyeli veya Irakls, bir sivil toplum
hareketi icerisinde yer alan dlimler var m1?

Suriye savasinin baglamasiyla Tiirkiye’ye gelinince dedik ki bu meselenin
¢Oziimii ig¢in Oncelikle Suriyeli alimleri toplayalim. Yiize yakmn Suriyeli alimi
vakfimizda bir araya getirdik. Iki giinliik bir calisma yaptik. Suriye’de ne oluyor,
alimler bu isin Oniinde olsun diisiincesiyle. Tabi ilk planda ¢ok sikintilar oldu
birbirlerini hi¢ gormemisglerdi. Bir kismi birbiriyle ayni toplanti salonunda olmak
istemedi. Zaten onun igin bu parcalanmishk yasandi. Suriye’deki ilim
adamlarinin Suriye savasinda yeteri kadar sorumluluk iistlendigini sdyleyemem.
I¢lerinde istisnalar var. Cok yiirekli, ok yigit alimler tanidim. Bir kismu da
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cephede sehit oldu onlarin. Burada durmaktansa cepheye giderim dedi. Ama
Arap iilkelerine kosan, Bati'ya kosan ¢ok Suriyeli alim de oldu ve onlar kendi
toplumlarin: terkettiler.

Tiirkiye’de de Suriyeli alimler var. Onlarla bir araya geliyoruz ve temel
hedef olarak, Suriyeli genglerin, ¢ocuklarmn bu savas siirecinde cahil kalmamalar:
icin egitimden kopmamalar icin ¢aba sarf etmeleri igin ¢alistyoruz. Cilinkii bizim
inan¢ diinyamizda su vardir, Hz. Peygamber’den aldigimiz: En kritik savasta
dahi Allah Resulii ashab-1 suffeyi kapatmamustir. Orada bir grup birakmustir.
Denilmistir ki, onlar ilimde derinlessin, kalan kadin, ¢ocuk ve yashlari egitsin,
sonra savastan donenleri de irsad etsin. Biz bu ashab-1 suffe mekanizmasinin
Suriye savasinda Suriye alimleri tarafindan Suriye iginde ve Suriye disinda
Suriyelilerin oldugu yerlerde yeterince organize edilmedigini gordiik. Bu
olmadig1 zaman savastan gelenler egitimden kopuyor; kalanlar caninin derdine
diistiyor. Bunun icin yeniden Suriyeli alimleri Suriye topraklarinda sorumluluk
almaya davet ediyoruz.

T. Erkut: Sehrimizde gog¢menlerin tespit edebildiginiz en o6nemli
sorunlar1 nelerdir? Kamplarda veya kamp disinda iskan edilen gé¢menlerin
yeterli hayat sartlarina sahip olduklarim diisiiniiyor musunuz?

T. Aldemir: Bir defa biz misafirlerimizin ¢adir kentlerde yasamalarim
kabul etmiyoruz. On-on bes metrekarelik, sosyal ihtiyaglar1 toplu halde
karsilanan bir hayat insani ve Islami bir hayat olamaz. Burada bir aile hayati
olmaz. Burada dogan cocuklar yeniden Islam medeniyetinin Medinelerini
kuramaz. Burada dogan ¢ocuklar, burada biiyiiyen ¢ocuklar yeniden emperyalist
Batililarla hesaplasacak bir 6zgiiven kazanamazlar. Biz burada bunlarin bedenini
yasatiyoruz, evet. Allah raz1 olsun buna vesile olanlardan. Devlet biiyiik isler
yaptt. Fakat cadir gecici bir yerdir. Bes yildir, alti yildir bir insan ¢adirda kalamaz.
Ciinkii bizim inancimizda su var: Kendinize yapilmasin istemediginiz seyi
baskasina yapmayin. Kendinizin goniil hosluguyla alamayacaginiz seyi hayir
olarak, zekat olarak vermeyin. Ben o ¢adir kentlerde aile olarak yasayamam, bir
baskasmin yasamasini isteyemem. O zaman millet olarak bir adim daha atacagiz,
devleti bu konuda zorlayacagiz. Bu ¢adir kentler gegici uyum yerleridir. Oradan
hemen ilk alt1 aydan sonra sehir igine taginmalidir.

Onlar igin ayr1 mahalleler yapilmas: da yanlis olur. “Onlar” diye bir sey
yok. Bu sinirlar SycesPicot antlagmalariyla ¢izildi. Sayin Cumhurbaskan: Lozan
diyor bakin. Ama Suriye dediginiz yer, yiiz sene once buradan vali
gonderdigimiz bir yer. Yine gonderelim demiyorum. Ama su an bir taraftan Firat
Kalkani'm yiiriitiiyor, diger taraftan duvar Oriiyoruz. Bunlar kiiltiirel kodlarimizi
bolen girisimler. Bunun igin Gaziantep bu konuda &nemli bir 6rnek. Sayin
valimize, belediye baskanlarimiza, bu konuda sorumluluk almislarimiza ve
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ozellikle sivil toplum kuruluslarimiza, hassaten de bu sehrin halkina tesekkiir
ediyorum. Suriyelileri kardes bildi, bagrma basti.

Buradaki emniyet verilerine baktigim zaman -siirekli takip ederim-
Suriyelilerin sug isleme orarnu Tiirklerden daha az. Bizim sokaklarimizda dilenen
Suriyeliler daha az. Calisttk bunu. Bu kisiler alindi ve meslek edindirildi.
Istanbul’da, Ankara’da, oradaki yoneticiler gorevlerini yapmadiklari igin,
1siklarda dilenenler had safhada.

Suriyeliler dilenci degil, Suriyeliler hirsiz degil, Suriyeliler egitimsiz,
kiilltiirsiiz degil. Hepsi ekmege muhta¢ degil. Allah, “gilinleri aranizda
gezdiririm” diyor. Bunun icin Suriyelilerin Tiirk toplumu icinde yer aldig1 bu
siirecte ¢ok giizel komsuluklarimiz oldu. Cok giizel dostluklarimiz... Suanda
dokuz yiize yakin Suriyeli firma var bu sehirde. Calisiyorlar, ekonomiye deger
tiretiyorlar. Kirktan fazla biiytik isletme var. Her sektorde ¢alisan Suriyeliler var
ve bunlar ¢aligkan insanlar, miinevver insanlar. Her toplumun asalag vardir. Her
toplumun sorunlu insan: vardir. Oranin da olacak. Buras: vicdanl ve merhametli
bir sehir, ben burada sokakta bir Suriyelinin kaldigina ¢ok ender rastladim. Bir
defa sahit oldugum bir sey: Kilis garajinin orada bir gece vaktiydi. Bir aile gelmis,
kalacak yer bulamamis. Durdum, gordiim orada iki kisi arasinda tartisiyor,
bugiin ben gotiirecegim diye. Iste gercek kahramanlar bunlar. Ve su sartla
anlastilar: Tamam bugiin sen gotiir ama yarin da bu misafiri bana ver. Ciinki
Gaziantepli, Kurtulus Savasi'nda kizini, cocugunu, hanimini goétiirmiis, Suriye’ye
emanet birakmusti.

i¢imizde sorunlular yok mu? Olacak, bunlarin hepsi olacak. Ama iyi bir
smav veriyoruz. Yanhslarimiz var, eksikliklerimiz var, Suriyelileri incittigimiz
yerler var. Bunlar1 da konusarak, tartisarak hep beraber ¢cozmeye galistyoruz. Biz
de acemiyiz. Diinyada higbir tilke bu kadar insanla bir arada yasamadi. Gaziantep
ti¢ yiiz elli- dort yiiz bin Suriyeli ile birlikte yasiyor, niifusun beste biri. Ama
hamdolsun tam bir uyum var. Avrupalilar on kisi, yirmi kisi, elli kisi almak i¢in
referandum yapiyorlar. Birileri simirlarimi korurken biz burada insanligi koruduk.
Ve bunlan zengin, fakir diye ayirmadik. Bunlari okumus, egitimli, kiiltiirl,
Hiristiyan, Miisliiman, gayr1 Miislim, Ermeni diye ayirmadik. flgilendigimiz
insanlardan bazilarimin ben bir yil sonra Diirzi, Maruni, Hiristiyan oldugunu
O0grendim. Vakifta beraber calistyoruz. Adam dedi ki, “Benim ne oldugumu
biliyor musunuz?” Hafiz Karput Suriyeli yonetmen. Dedi ki, “Ben gayr
Miislim’im” Obiirii dedi ki, “Ben Diirzi’yim.” Ama insandi. Bagrimiza bastik.
Gaziantep iste bu agidan farkh kiiltiirleri, farkli inang gruplarini, farkli yasam
tarzlarmni bir arada tutmaya calisan bir sehir. Bunu bozmak icin iste Amerika
biiytikelcisi hedef gosteriyor defaten. Deas bomba patlatiyor. PKK saldiryor.
Niye? Bir diigiin evini bombaliyorlar. Bir Kiirt- Tiirk savasi ¢ikaralim, bir Alevi-
Siinni ¢atismast ¢ikaralim, bu huzuru bozalim diye. Gaziantep modelini bozalim
diye. Ama bozamayacaklar. Ciinkii biz bunu bilerek yapryoruz. Biz bunu
inanarak yapiyoruz. Biz bunu kendi cennetimiz icin yapiyoruz.
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T. Erkut: Savasin uzun siirecegi diisiiniiliirse Tiirkiye go¢menler icin bir
gelecek vadediyor mu? Yoksa gogmenler giderek Bat1’ya yonelecekler midir?

T. Aldemir: Go¢menlerin Bati'ya akist durdu. Ciinkii Bat1 bir hayal, oraya
gidenlerin bir kismi geri gelmeye basladi. Tiirkiye adimlar attik¢a... Mesela
akademisyenlere calisma izni verilecegi konusuldu, bir hafta igerisinde bes
binden fazla basvuru oldu ve bunlarin bir kismi Bati’daydi. Ben burada Bati’da
aldigimin yar1 fiyatin1 alayim, burada calisayim diyorlar. Ama Tiirkiye bu
konularda ¢ok geg¢ kaldi. Biirokrasiyi affedemiyorum. Yani biz burada bunlar:
calisiyoruz, gonderiyoruz dosyalarimizi. Cole akan nehirler gibi Ankara
koridorlarinda kayboluyor.

Suriye meselesi diye bir sey yoktur. Bu, Tiirkiye'nin, bu cografyanin
gelecegidir. Sam’in giivenligi Tiirkiye'nin gelecegidir. Halep’in degil, Sam'in
giivenligi. Sam boyle oldugu siirece Tiirkiye huzur i¢inde oturamaz. Higbir
tilkenin giivenlik koridoru simirindan baslamaz. Bunu son donemde Sayin
Cumhurbaskani defaten ifade ediyor. Simirlarimizin Otesinde de bir diizen
kurmazsak burada biz giivenlikten bahsedemeyiz. Onun igin Suriyelileri alip
Tiirkiye'de ¢alisma izinlerini hizlandirmamiz lazim. Bu, Tiirklerin issiz kaldigt
anlamina gelmiyor. Tegvikler var. Tiirkiye mesela birgok alanda is¢i bulamiyor,
girisimci bulamryor. Topraklarimizin birgogu ekilip bigilmiyor. Bunlar1 bile gegici
tahsis etsek buralarda Suriyenin ¢aliskan insanlar {iretime katkida bulunurlar.
Bizim mesela bir organik tarim ve dil koyii projemiz var. Hem calisacak hem
tiretecek hem de dil 6gretecek. U¢ milyon Arapca bilen Suriyeli var, biz hala bir
Arap gordiik mii basimizi 6niimiize egiyoruz dinimizin dili konusunda. Bunlarla
ilgili bu firsatlar1 degerlendirirsek... Ben Tiirkiye’de bu konularda son
zamanlarda atilan adimlarin iyiye gittigini ama biraz yavas gittigini goriiyorum.

Tiirkiye'nin Suriye meselesi sadece bir giivenlik meselesi degil, yeni
Tiirkiye'nin Islam cografyasindaki karsiligini mayalamast igin ii¢ milyon Suriyeli
Arap, Kiirt ve Tiirkmen biiylik bir firsattir ve diinyada en ¢ok gezen milletlerden
biridir. Bunu firsata evirip i¢ barigimiza, Islam diinyasimin barisina ve diinya
barisina katkiya dontistiirebiliriz.

T. Erkut: Ozellikle Suriyeli gogmenlere yénelik devletin ve sivil toplum
kuruluslarinin maddi yardimlarini nasil degerlendiriyorsunuz?

T. Aldemir: U¢ milyona yakin Suriyelinin iki yiiz yetmis dort bini adir
kentlerde yastyor. Devlet daha gok buralara harcama yapiyor. Suriyelilerin onda
dokuzuysa sehirlerde yasiyor. Ve bunlara da sivil toplum &rgtitleri, halk yardim
elini uzatiyor. Bir de simirin 6btir tarafinda, smir boylarinda Tiirkiye’deki sivil
toplum orgiitlerinin ve Tiirkiye'nin, Anadolu halkinin destegiyle yasayan {ig
milyon Suriyeli daha var. Biz aslinda fiilen alt1 milyon Suriyeli ile ilgileniyoruz.
Sinur boylarinda niifus on katina ¢ikmis. Onlarca ¢adir kent var. Bunlar da yasam
ihtiyaglarmi1 Tiirkiye’den karsiliyorlar. Dolayisiyla yapilan yardimlar, evet
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yapilmasi gerekenlerin yaninda eksikleri olabilir, ama ¢ok ciddi miktarlar
tutuyor. Ama biz bu yardimlarin -su an iste yirmi milyar dolardan bahsediliyor-
oranlarinin iyi yonetilmedigi kanaatindeyim. Mesela bu yardimlarin, basbakanlik
verilerine gore sOyliiyorum, ylizde yetmisine yakimni gida olarak ulastiriliyor
Suriyelilere. Yiizde on bes-yirmisi saglik harcamalar1 olarak kendilerine
ulagtirthiyor. Geri kalan1 da barinma olarak ulastiriliyor. Yiizdeye bile girmeyen
bir egitim pay: var. Kiiltiir hig yok, imarat yok, sanat yok, sinema hig yok.

Mesela, Tiirkiye'nin en ¢nemli yonetmenlerinden biridir Dervis Zaim.
Geldi, burada ti¢ defa sahay1 gezdirdik. Simdi bir Suriye filmi ¢alistik, Suriye’de
yapilanlart ve Tiirkiye'nin yaptiklarmi anlatan. Boyle bir sey hig yapilmamus,
Suriye’de yapilanlar: ve bizim yaptiklarimizi anlatan higbir film yoktur. TRT'nin
higbir girisimi yok, dzel televizyonlarin da yok. Ama Batililar var. Adam bir sige
su veriyor Isve¢’te, onunla ilgili {i¢ tane film cekiyorlar. Bu agidan ben devleti ve
bu konuda ¢alisan sivil toplum orgiitlerini bundan sonra bir sekilde bu alana da
egilmeye davet ediyorum. Suriyeliler diyorlar ki, biz bir sekilde karnimiz
doyururuz. Bize bu alanlarda yardimci olun. Bunlarin oOrgiitlenme hakki,
miicadelelerini anlatma firsat1 olmali.

Mesela biz Dervis Zaim’in ve Kemal Oztiirk’iin de rehberliginde bes yiiz
elli soruda bir sesli tarih ¢alistyoruz. Su anda basladik bu projeye. Yaklagik ytiz
Suriyeli 0nde gelen alim, entelektiiel, gazeteci, is adami, kadin, ¢ocuk, geng,
hikayesi olanlari kamera karsisina aliyoruz. Bes yiiz elli soruyu yOneltiyoruz
mubhataba. O da cevap veriyor. Sordugumuz sorularda tekrar o olaylar1 yasayip
hiingiir hiingiir aglayanlar goriiyoruz. Ve bunlarin ¢ogu unutulmus. Orada
yasanilan soykirimu, insanlik sugunu diinyaya duyurmak, tarihe not diismek igin
calismamiz gerekiyor. Bunu bizim yapmamiz gerekmiyor aslinda, bunu devletin
yapmast gerekir. Ama bunu diisiinen yok. Herkes sadece cadir kentlerle
Oviintiyor ama Suriye’de ne oldu, ne yapilds, diin ne oldu, bugiin ne oldu kimse
sormuyor. Biz simdi Cerablus’ta da Oyle bir sey yapryoruz. Asama asama
cekiyoruz. Her giin oras1 bir bahar mevsimi gibi canlaniyor. Siyah-beyazd: ilk
hafta. Ama simdi oraya oyun parki kurduk, okul yaptik. $imdi agaglandirma
yapacagiz. Gergek faaliyetler bunlar. Bunlar1 da Suriyeliler ile birlikte yapryoruz.

Bundan sonraki siiregte Tiirkiye sivil toplum Orgitleri olarak olgek
bliylitmemiz, gida, giyim, kurban ve diger yardimlarin bir adim o&tesine
gecmemiz lazim. Insanin yliregine, insanin aklina, fikrine, kiiltiirel diinyasina,
inang diinyasina, diisiince bicimine yani sahih bir Islam akidesiyle insanlik ortak
paydasinda diisiinmesine ve kendi kiiltiiriinii de yasamasina dair ¢alismalara
oncelik vermemiz lazim. Bizler gida yardimi yapmak icin diinyanin her yerine
gidiyoruz. Ama bizden sonra Batililar gidiyor kitap veriyor. Biz karmnlarin
doyuruyoruz, onlar kafalarimi doyuruyorlar. Biz bu alanlara yonelmedigimiz
takdirde savas sona erse bile, emperyalistlerce zihinleri ifsat edilen insanlar
bolgenin huzuruna, barigma halel getiriyor. Nitekim 1. Korfez Savaginda
Amerikalilar Kuzey Irak’taki Kiirtleri aldi, egitti, getirdi, su an orada kiigiik bir
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Amerika kurdular. Bunu Suriye igin de yapiyorlar. Bu konuda duyarlilik
gostermemiz gerekiyor.

T. Erkut: Tiirk toplumunun Suriyeli go¢menlere yoénelik olumsuz
diisiincelerinin  hakli gerekcelere dayamip dayanmadigi konusunda
diistinceleriniz nelerdir?

T. Aldemir: Bir kisim kaygilar var. Bir kistm yanligliklar da olabilir. Ama
bizim kiiltiirlimiizde, inancimizda su vardir: Kotii sey biiyiitiilmez, ayiplar
ortiiliir, bunlar ifsa edilmez. Ve bu davranig bizi Allah’a yaklastirir. Suriyelilerden
yanhs yapanlar olabilir. Bir kismu ihtiyactan yapryordur. Bir kismi1 orada dikta bir
rejimdeydi, muhaberat ve disiplin vardi ve burada 6zgiir bir ortam buldu. Bu
Ozgiirliikk ortamini algilayamadigr igin bazi yanlislar yapanlar olabilir. Ama
Suriyelilerin tamami asla Oyle degil. Bunun icin bizim Tiirk toplumunun
Suriyelilere ve farkli milletlere karsi ciddi bir egitimden gegmesi lazim. Okullarda
bizim milletimizin sosyal uyumuna yonelik dersler konulmas: lazim.
Universitelerde simdi mesela sosyal sorumluluk projeleri uygulaniyor. Biz
tiniversiteden epey Ogrenci alip bu ¢alismalari beraber yiiriitiiyoruz. Fikirleri o
kadar ¢ok degisiyor ki. Gegen giin burada oturuyoruz, tiniversiteden iki hocamiz
var, bu konuyu konusuyorlar. Iste Suriyeliler sundan anlamaz vs. Bizim burada
bir sanat atOlyemiz var. Atolyede de Suriyeli hocalar calistyorlar. Gotiirdiim,
onlarla tamistirdim. Bizim o hi¢ kimseyi begenmeyen arkadaslarimiz simdi
onlardan ders aliyorlar.

Insan bilmediginin diismanidir. Anlatmamiz lazzm. Onun i¢in medya gok
onemli. Bizim medya maalesef iyi seyleri haber yapmiyor. Ug bes tane kotii olay
da biyiitiiliiyor. Bu yiizden ivedilikle giizel hikayelerin topluma anlatilmasi
lazim. Suriyelilerin verdigi biiyiik kadirsinasligin paylasilmas: gerekir. Ve ben
suna sahidim: Biz yardimlar yapiyoruz. Inamn, gotiirdiigiimiizde “Ya bize
vermeyin, bizden daha az ihtiyac1 var ama once surada bir Tiirk oturuyor ona
verin ki yanls bir sey diistinmesin.” diyen onlarca Suriyeli var. Tiirk toplumuna
anlatilirsa bu mesele, ¢ok iyi anlar. Ciinkii bu halk, Omer Seyfettin’in dedigi gibi,
alim degildir ama ariftir. Paylasilinca anlar. Ve bunu her sorunda da gosterdi.
Suriye meselesinde bir kissm okumuslarimiz, az ¢ok bu devletin imkanlarindan
daha fazla yararlananlarimiz ¢ikip olumsuzluklart 6n plana ¢ikardilar. Halkta
sorun yok. Sorun, okuduk¢a halkina yabancilasanlarimizda var. Onlar da
bunlarla temas ettikce bu siire¢ degisecektir diye diistintiyorum.

T. Erkut: Vatandashk ya da iimmet denkleminde Suriyelilerin
konumunu nasil degerlendiriyorsunuz? Gocmenlerin birtakim haklar:
edinmesi i¢cin muhakkak yasal bir tanimlamaya dayanmak mi gerekir, yoksa
timmet bilincinin canli tutulmas: yeterli olacak mi1?
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T. Aldemir: Simdi bu modern diinyanin vatandaslik tanimi, devlet tanima,
ulus-devlet tantm1 maalesef bir¢ok sorunu da beraberinde getiriyor. Bir defa biz
insanlik paydasinda beraber yasiyoruz bu diinyada. Bizim dogarken se¢me
hakkimiz olmayan higbir sey {istiinliik nedeni olamaz. Yani ben burada
dogmusum, Suriyeli orada dogmus... Paylasmak esastir. Calisaraktan tabi.
Bunun igin Tiirkiye'nin, Sayin Cumhurbaskani’nmin dillendirdigi o vicdan
konusunun, merhamet konusunun ve bu konulara karsi duyarliligin alti
dolduracak bir hukuk sisteminin olmas: lazzm. Su anki anayasada, birakin
Suriyelileri, bir kistm konularda Kiirtlere yer bulamiyoruz. O zaman yeniden ¢ok
dilli, ok kiiltiirlii ve ¢ok dinli ayr1 zamanda ¢ok hukuklu bir anayasal sistemi
ivedilikle getirmemiz lazim. Bunun igerisinde Suriyelisi de Irakhisi da
unutulmamali. Anadolu ka¢ medeniyet havzasinin, imparatorlugun baskentidir.
Buray1r Avrupa’nin herhangi bir tilkesi ile karistirmayalim. Burasi diinyanin her
milletinin ve her mezhebin, mesrebin, kiiltiiriin gegis yeridir. Onun i¢in bunlarin
varlig bir tehdit degil. Biz o kadim adalet teorisinin altinda, herkes icin adalet,
herkes icin Ozgiirliik, herkes i¢in merhamet ve vicdan diyen bir felsefeyi burada
hakim kildigimiz zaman buranin imkanlari hepimize yeter ve yeniden Islam
diinyasindaki kaosu, Avrupa’nin estirdigi o somiirgeciligi bertaraf edebiliriz.

Bizim vatan tasavvurumuzun baskentidir Anadolu. Bizim gergek iilkemiz
o0 goniil cografyamiz dedigimiz Afrika, Asya, Ortadogu, Balkanlar... Devletlerin
smirlart olabilir. Ama diisiincelerin, fikirlerin, vicdanlarin, merhametlerin
stirlart olamaz ki. Surada bir ac1 varsa bu Tiirk mii Suriyeli mi diye bakamayiz
ki. Surada bir hasta var, surada bir cenaze var, surada bir yarali var onun
milliyetine bakamayiz. Insan m1? Insan. Canli m1? Canli. Onu insan-hayvan diye
bile ayirmayiz. Biz bunlar1 yasattik¢a var olmusuz. Onun i¢in ecdadimiz demisler
ki, “Mezhebini, mesrebini, dinini gozetmeden insani1 yasat ki, devlet yasasin. Iste
bu telakkiyi yeniden hakim kilmamiz lazim.
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T. Erkut: Dear professor, what are your solutions for the issues related to
migrants’” adaptation to Turkish culture?

T. Aldemir: We should perform conceptualization by observing our own
culture and history when we examine the topic of migration. We call them guests.
The concepts of immigrant, refugee, or asylum-seeker, particularly the last two,
indicate something different generated by the western people. Concepts related
to their adaptation to the host culture or their assimilation and integration keep
their bodies alive but terminate their cultures and lifestyles. Therefore, we need
to define these issues and social movements through our own concepts. On one
hand, as the Muslims of the modern times, we need to discuss what immigration
or visiting is, what these borders mean for us or whether this is legal for us. On
the other hand, we observed that approaches related to assimilating these people
as asylum-seekers under the concept of “adaptation” in the host country caused
greater traumas among them. Keeping people’s bodies alive does not mean a lot
to us. Keeping their DNA and their bodies alive is not the same thing. What is
important is to ensure that people live in peace and happiness and maintain their
cultures, beliefs, and lifestyles.

When these people, who are our guests and brothers, begin their journeys
West from Syria and reach there, they lose many concepts related to Syrian
culture, lifestyle, art, and literature even if most of them are alive, despite some
who get lost in the oceans or are taken by death. Therefore, we are of the belief
that we should focus on the coexistence of Syrian and Turkish cultures rather than
Syrians’ adaptation to the Turkish culture. Anatolia is an ancient region where
Turks, Kurds, and Arabs have been living together for more than 1000 years since
the arrival of Chaghri Beg in 1011. The main actors of this geography are also the
Kurds as much as Turks, and Arabs as much as Kurds. Anatolia, where these three
cultures cannot live together by maintaining their cultures, traditions and
customs cannot fulfill its essential mission. For that purpose, we have published
social adaptation books. We value their ability to live as Arabs or Kurds rather
than assimilating them or making them more Turkic. A great area full of

* This paper is the English translation of the study titled "Réportaj: Turgay ALDEMIR" published in the 4t
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opportunities was created in the tent cities and living areas in Turkey but we
could not prepare the environment where a Syrian or a Kurd can raise their
children according to their cultures. Children of families with stable financial
status go to Turkish schools. An extensive study cannot be conducted for their
curriculum. We believe that this issue should be reviewed by the universities and
regarding the topics of social adaptation and integration, we consider maintaining
different cultures by respecting and tolerating one another under the governance
of the state, rather than ensuring that our bodies coexist in the same environment,
is a great responsibility of humanity.

The greatest torment against somebody is to ignore their cultural presence,
religion, language, and lifestyle instead of their bodies, and to terminate their
spiritual personalities. We have been experiencing such a marginalization for 90
years in Turkey. In other words, Muslims saw days when they could not speak
their language through the Quran alphabet. Kurdish people experienced times
when they could not speak their mother language. However, these are the verses
and revelations indicated by the Quran al-Mubin to us. We need to consider our
own norms instead of those of Germany, England or France, when we discuss
social adaptation matters. I also examined those norms. For instance, Germany
teaches German culture to the citizens of different countries they host as asylum-
seekers, and Germany wants them to act accordingly. However, according to us,
they should learn German culture and the Germans’ sensitive aspects but they
should be permitted to live by the culture of their own geographies.

T. Erkut: What sorts of fields do your activities as an organization focus on?

T. Aldemir: We had active roles in Syria, Iraq, and Palestine crises. We tried
to sympathize wherever people had pain and grief. The Prophet orders the
following: “If a Muslim’s feet are pricked by a thorn in the East and if the Muslims
in the West do not feel this, it means that their faith (in the West) is not concrete.”
This is the truth. You know, there are certain sayings such as “an ember burns
where it falls.” We say no to this. From the perspective of the Prophet, we as
Muslims say this ember also burns us. We should pay attention to the suffering
of others. Tolstoy has a nice statement in this regard: “One is alive if one feels
when something touches. But when one feels what happens to the others, then
one is a human.” What makes us humans is feeling the pain of the others, those
who are forced to leave their homes in this case. We, as the members of the
organization, aim this.

We provide food supplies, clothes, and sheltering-related aids to people in
Syria and other countries. We sent thousands of trucks full of aids for the people
there. We also perform the psychological and sociological examinations every aid
we provide and we perform revisions accordingly, which is our working system.
For instance, our organization has charity shops. Approximately 200,000 people are
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provided de facto aids of supply and clothing in Gaziantep. Half of these people are
from Gaziantep while the other half are from Syria. People in need visit these shops
and get whatever they need. Just like buying something from a shop. We used to
deliver the aids to their homes. We saw that the paternal feelings of a father who
receives aids before his neighbors or children might get hurt when we aimed to help
them. We saw that we distorted the neighborhood relationships. Children lost the
respect to their fathers when they were asked “are you the daughter/son of this/that
person?” Thus, aids should be provided without exaggerating or showing them.
Gods orders the following in al-Baqara in this regard: “Kind words are better than
the exaggerated aids.” The focus must be not to hurt...

We cannot always meet the material needs of people but we focus on
earning their hearts. While we were conducting the aid projects in Syria, we saw
many deficiencies. What were these? For instance, the children were not educated.
There are three million Syrians in Turkey at the moment. The official figure is
2,774,000 but there are also unregistered ones. Of them, 1,550,000 are aged
between 0 and 18, and all of them need to go to school. According to the national
education data of the previous year, 340,000 Syrian children go to schools. These
schools are actually the temporary educational centers. We have such schools in
different regions of Turkey. We opened more than 12 schools in Syria. We have
just opened such schools in Jarabulus. However, approximately 75,000 of 340,000
students directly go to Turkish schools. We discovered that a great number of
children, 1,160,000, do not go to school. How will their future be? If we do not
consider those between 0 and 5, there are approximately 800,000 children. They
are captured by the terrorist organizations and drug cartels when they are
educated. We initiated “children to school” campaigns. We aimed to make sure
they go to schools. We have made great efforts in cooperation with the other non-
governmental organizations and governorship in Gaziantep, the city where the
highest number of Syrians go to school. Approximately more than 50% of the
children at school age go to school. However, the others also want to go to schools.
There are no schools or organizations in this regard.

We visited the schools assigned to these children or even gave education
there, but we saw that children’s mindsets did not change. We found a team
consisting of five people from the academicians in Turkey and five Syrians. We
examined the Syrian curriculum. The examinations we performed in the previous
months took six months, and we found out a different process later. We saw that
the curriculum in the books studied by the children have serious problems. In
other words, historical, literary, geographical, and many books are actually
problematic... For example, historical books never mention the Ottoman Empire
of Seljuks. They reflect the victory of Gallipoli as the success of imperialist
Ottomans. They introduce the empire in that way. There are many similar wrongs
in these books. We want them to go to school but they learn this curriculum as
there is no other. Religious ideology is not based on rationalism and thinking.
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People are stuck in many different details. We worked on this issue and contacted
the Ministry, Prime Ministry or even the Presidency and said efforts should be
made to teach Syrians what sort of country they are living in. We prepared a
social adaptation book for that purpose and aimed to ensure that Syrians get to
learn Turkish culture using this book. What does Turkey have? Turkey has
architecture, literature, art, traffic, non-governmental organizations, policy,
familial structure, and systems in this regard. They should get to learn the
country. We published this book in Arabic and Turkish. We are now conducting
a new study with the academicians. The BEKAM Research Center has a division
for the researches related to the Syrian migration. There we will publish a book
on the hundred fundamental problems Syrians face. For example, what will
happen when a Syrian has a car accident? Say a Syrian rented an apartment. What
should that person do when a problem with the landlord occurs? How will we
assess the case legally when Syrians marry here and have children? Say a Syrian
will sell his/her car. What will happen? These are serious questions. We examined
these on the field, reduced the number of questions to 100 and finished the
preparations, and we will print these in Arabic and Turkish.

Another problem is the acceptance of foreigners and Syrians in Turkey by
the Turkish citizens. We have problems, too. One of the ways of seeking God’s
approval is actually related to “stranded people” or “poor people” in our spiritual
world, which is a requirement for being an intellectual and modern person, a
human and a Muslim for us. We reviewed the books on these issues. Then we met
with the Syrian teachers while dealing with the issue of education. We told the
necessary points only to see that they do not understand. We have an ideological
disharmony. We asked about what they were reading. Syrian intellectuals, scholars,
authorities, teachers... We collected the books they read. We realized that they had
been reading books on Baath regime, communist system and Shia culture. Another
interesting point was the texts translated for them on behalf of Turkey. They
translated the works by Aziz Nesin particularly after 1960s. They translated the
works by Turan Dursun. They translated the works by Nazim Hikmet in the Baath
regime before. Yasar Kemal, Orhan Pamuk... Translators of some of these works
are actually from Turkey. For example, works by Turan Dursun and Aziz Nesin
were translated by Ekmelettin Thsanoglu. They read these and have incorrect
Turkey-related perceptions. These works insult the thousand-year-old journey of
this nation, make fun of the religion, and aim to make people interested in another
culture and communist perceptions. There were even some Syrians who said “We
had not known you were Muslims until we came to Turkey.” These wrongs were
embedded to their minds. There was a teacher educated in line with the Baath
culture. We understood that their mindsets need should be changed. We translated
certain books for the Syrians. These books include the works by Tolstoy, Rasim
Ozdenéren, Abdullah Ulvan and Aliya Izzetbegovig. We approximately translated
15 books into Arabic. These works are valid and well-received in Turkey and other
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countries. Our translation works are still in progress. We deliver these translations
to Syrians, particularly those who go to school for achieving literacy. We formed
reading groups among the Syrians to change their incorrect mindsets regarding
Turkey. We had also discovered problems in the curriculum for the children. We
prepared a training set consisting of approximately 10 books. We had a set named
character education, and we worked on a paradigm providing the correct Islamic
doctrines to the children in kindergartens and primary schools. We translated this
paradigm into Arabic. We deliver these to Syrians through every possible media.
Kurdish people demanded it, too, so we also translated the paradigm into Kurdish.
According to us, the greatest need of a Syrian or Syrian Arab or Kurd is not material
but ideological. If you do not change the mindset, Baath regime or al-Asad is
replaced by DAESH. The greatest battle in Syria occurs between the old and new,
correct and wrong, and fact and superstition. There are some assimilated traitors
appearing as Muslims among us who harm us more than the disbelievers. These
are nothing but pawns. We value this ideological issue. Professor Sehmus Demir,
one of the administrators of our faculty of divinity, conducted a successful study of
this issue. He reviewed the topic of Salafism. We worked together on this issue later.
I extend my gratitude to him as he translated this work into Arabic, which was a
great foundation for our claims. What is Salafism? What is Takfirism? What is
violence? These were among the questions examined. There is an Islamic ideology
that confuses murder with jihad. To prevent this to a certain degree, we perform
studies on Syrian’s educational, cultural and artistic lives. We publish a newspaper
in Arabic. Syrian authors, illustrators, cartoonists, journalists, and intellectuals
gather here at every 15 days for providing support. We let them express their ideas,
regardless of whether they are Kurdish, Turkish, Arabic, Sunni, Shiite or Christian,
in accordance with the justice principle of Islam. There are approximately 200
Arabic newspapers in the area but this is the only one with our perspective. Most
of the other newspapers in Syria are published by the Western countries for
distorting people’s order. There are many sections ranging from feminists to
disbelievers, homosexuals to communists who publish newspapers for Syrians.
However, the most intelligent or the best Muslim among us is still busy with
providing supplies or medical services to Syrians. How about that? We should
convey them what sort of Islamic ideology we will employ to rule these lands. For
that purpose, Turkey’s experience is very important. We achieved a new level by
overcoming all kinds of barriers without committing violence in Turkey. This is a
priceless experience for Arabic people and Islamic world, including the poor of the
entire globe. Studies reflecting these were needed. We prepared these. For that
purpose, we also founded a radio channel named Radio Fajr which could be
listened even in Lebanon. Turkish and Syrian people there broadcast programs
reflecting the common ummah ideology, humanity-related aspects, and one’s five
most important belongings which are life, property, mind, generation, and religion
for each region of Syria. Programs are both Kurdish and Arabic. A few are
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Turkish... We also want them to learn Turkish. We are conducting such a
broadcasting strategy. Now we are planning to open a culture house. Like a youth
center... People can gather and discuss matters there. Young people need to
conduct ideological conversations and improve themselves in this regard.
Otherwise, Syrian youth always gets directed to violence. We believe books, instead
of supplies or weapons, are more important for the Syrians. There are people
already providing these supplies, which is a different topic. Delivering books,
information and ideas to each point of Syria is a mission for us because if the
ideology does not change, the war will not stop.

Another study we conducted in this regard includes the civil society
academies which we opened in our Syria division to convey our experiences. We
helped Syrian females, males, youth, and elderly people gather and establish more
organizations and associations. We established an organization named Minbar
Sham with approximately 50 employees. This organization has various members
consisting of doctors, judges, prosecutors, and intellectuals. Another organization
called Belkis was founded for females. Many organizations conducting studies for
the youth, legal experts, doctors, and artists were established in this period. We just
opened an artistic exhibition reflecting the peace and war last week. We opened an
art exhibition indicating the past, present, and future of this geography. We have
an artistic workshop. Syrian artists perform their artistic work such as marbling,
calligraphy, and ornamentation there. We founded more than 24 sports clubs for
the youth. Matches were played by these clubs. The latest match was played in a
stadium with the participation by the Minister of Youth and Sports, the governor,
members of the parliament, and ex footballers. We offered certain youth
associations in Turkey to play a game against these teams. We offered them to play
a game against the Syrian youth under the organization named “Turkey
Brotherhood Cup”. The ball has no language or religion. Football is a common
ground for them...

For instance, we went to Jarabulus a short time ago. We brought a ball there.
Turkish people among us started to play but nobody joined them. They just stared
through the windows and doors. But, after some time, they started to join. The
number of players reached 50 later. A social adaptation was founded between
them... Children played street games. They were not used to laughter due to the
torments by DAESH and al-Asad. We asked them why they did not join at first.
They replied DAESH cut the head of our acquaintances in this square and played
with the head as a ball. They had such a trauma. We cannot overcome these traumas
just by feeding them.

For example, we founded a drama group for the Syrians. We are conducting
many studies on many sports fields for these people. They meet with the
academicians and professors from the university many times. We conduct these
activities in Syria. The basis for our logic is that we do not regard Syrians as a
problem. They are the opportunities sent by God for us. God blesses us with many
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opportunities and abundance thanks to Syrians, just like how God made Yasrib into
Madinah through the Sahabah and the Prophet. We believe so. We made Syrians a
part of the solution rather than approaching them as a part of the issue.

We have 23 commissions as an organization and all of them have Syrians.
We work with them. They transfer their experiences to Syria. Our purpose here is
not to take Syrians somewhere and control them. Instead, it is to make sure that
they control their countries as Syrians. We do not pick the intelligent or educated
ones among them just like how western people do. We teach them professions. We
teach them their own social cultures. They maintain their cuisine cultures, for
instance, when they meet. We are making efforts to help Syrians open an exhibition
regarding the Syrian cuisine culture. We opened that in a few spots in the city.

Let the Aleppo live. It is the oldest city in the world... They are demolishing
this city. They do not destroy Syria or kill people only. They distort humanity,
people’s experience of coexisting, architecture, aesthetics, Islamic art, and even the
sky. This war is something else. We need to illuminate the minds that have already
recognized this.

These are some of the activities we have conducted for the Syrians, as much
as I can remember now. We are conducting intelligent and rational activities where
they can act as how they are. We help Turks, Arabs, Christians or Armenians gather
there. We are cooperating with them in many fields to ensure that they can also live
here as how they did in Syria on the condition that they do not betray Turkey, go
against the grateful people of Turkey, cooperate with the western people, and act
as the pawns of western powers.

T. Erkut: What are your activities for the women and children regarded as
the disadvantaged groups?

T. Aldemir: Our training programs for the children continue. We are
conducting social adaptation activities to ensure that orphans share the same
environments with our children. We are conducting rehabilitation programs to help
them overcome their war traumas. There are hundreds of children whose mothers
or father died in Syria. We are talking with them at a school some time ago. The
governor was also with us. We sat next to one of them. The child cried for quite
some time. We asked why that child cried. They replied that the mother was killed
in a bombardment six months ago. We were the first people showing mercy after
the mother. We also cried as the child did the same. That child is now the most
successful student of the class.

We met many Syrian people who miss compassion and mercy. They ask us
what Syrian need the most. We say whatever we need is also needed by them.
Syrian children need love and attention just like our children. They are our children,
too. God left them to us. We witnessed many young people suffering at certain
stages of life. We are having cultural activities and trips for them. There are many
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successful organizations and associations for this issue in Turkey. We are making
an effort to ensure the rehabilitation of the Syrians. Our aim is to overcome the war
trauma. We saw many injured children who lost their memories or families here...
These children are just seeking a branch to hold onto. We, particularly the females
of our organizations, conduct family-based activities in this regard. They are
conducting extensive activities. We aim to be a family for orphans or disadvantaged
women wherever they are. We are providing care to 10,454 orphans and 1600
families at the moment. We help these women become qualified in a profession
without paying attention to whether they are Turkish or Syrian. We provide
maternal education first, thanks to our experienced mothers. We do not collect them
in a class... Instead, the mothers of Anatolia serve that purpose. We also provide
aids for their houses first as they can meet their needs later in time. We conduct
awareness meetings to organize these people.

Contrary to the general belief, among the eastern countries, the literacy rate
in Syria is the highest after the one of Palestine. The rate was between the 93-94%
before the war... This rate, for instance, is 58% for Egypt. Syrians are conscious
people but we left them ignorant as we had not educated them for six years. We are
experiencing such a period. The rate of literate women in Syria was higher than that
of Turkish women. I went to Syria many times in 2000s and before. Most of the
Syrian women were driving. Their social lives were no different. They are no
different here in Turkey either. There are many women who are doctors, lawyers,
legal authorities, political experts, linguists or engineers. They are also quite
intellectual. We conducted many studies to make sure that Syrian women take part
in social life in Turkey, that their diplomas are approved, and that they can receive
work permits. We have progressed quite a lot thanks to God. Syrian women are in
extensive cooperation with Turkish women. We are conducting active programs in
Turkey and Syria because these women are the ones who will raise the future of
Syria. The late great Alija Izetbegovic says women who are left ignorant cannot raise
bright generations of the future. If we cannot raise them, blood is shed and fights
always occur. These all arise from ignorance. Religious misperceptions have a role,
too. Imperialist educational systems affect them, too. These systems do not include
morals and ethics. Morals are also taught by mothers. We saw what the most
intellectual people of Turkey did on July 15 as they were unaware of family
discipline. Discipline is provided by mothers in Turkish culture. Grandmothers and
grandfathers discipline the fathers and mothers who also discipline their children
accordingly. Knowledge is not sufficient by itself. We are conducting studies to
protect the family structure in Syria.
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T. Erkut: Are there any activities your organization conducts for the Syrian
students or for ensuring the integration between the Syrian students and Turkish
students in schools which also educated Syrians?

T. Aldemir: There are certain governmental schools and temporary
educational centers called “lyilik Okulu” which we opened in Gaziantep, Sanlhurfa,
Hatay, Kahramanmaras, Adiyaman, Malatya and Adana with the cooperation of
the governorships there. We ensure the teachers there improve through the in-
service trainings after receiving approval from the ministry. However, we believe
Syrians need to go to Turkish schools instead of receiving education at separate
schools. There is a serious integration problem here. There is no harmony between
the books and backgrounds. We are conducting negotiations for that purpose. They
need a space where Syrian children can express themselves. We experienced similar
issues in the past. There used to one child from nursery in every class. Nobody
knew that child’s name. They called the child “the one from the nursery.” By doing
so, they caused great anger for the child who turned into a killer, pickpocket or thief.

The decisions made in Ankara do not solve the issue. What will heal the
wounds of the heart is volunteering and non-governmental organizations. You can
heal open wounds through the governmental organizations. You can heal them in
hospitals but the grateful Anatolian public and Turkish nation has a mission here.
We should start campaigns that provide the right to live to any Syrians with
compassion and mercy. We are conducting different programs to raise awareness
among educators, children, and young people in Turkey for the purpose of
indicating that Syrians are as valuable and special as our children with their own
names and cultures, and that Syrians are entrusted to us by God. Otherwise, the
campaigns of marginalization and violence against them may turn into a great
anger and protest toward us, which, God forbid, would terminate the relationships
between two nations. We are conducting educational activities for that purpose.

T. Erkut: Did the contact of Biilbiilzade organization with the migrants
start with the migration from Syria?

T. Aldemir: No, we welcomed the Kurdish people coming from the northern
Iraq in Khabur during the First Gulf War. We set up tents for them. We did not have
the knowledge, opportunities, and experiences of today but we were still there. We
went to Halabja to help the people there. We visited Palestine and refugee camps
there. We went to many working areas in Africa in this regard. We even went to
Asia. We organized works on the field during the refugee crisis arising from the
Bosnian war. These aid and non-governmental activities helped us be more
experienced in Syrian issue, conduct more studies in more fields and work in
coordination with the governmental institutions and relevant non-governmental
organizations in Turkey.
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T. Erkut: Are there any Syrian or Iraqi scholars who take part in a non-
governmental organization and work with you?

After the beginning of the civil war in Syria, we planned to invite Syrian
scholars first for the solution of the issue. Approximately 100 Syrian scholars came
to our organization. We conducted a two-day study. We wanted to make sure the
scholars prevent the incidents in Syria. Many problems occurred in the first plan as
they never saw each other before. Some of them did not want to be together in the
same meeting hall, which is basically the reason why the disintegration in Syria
began. I cannot say the Syrian scholars undertook responsibilities regarding the
Syrian civil war adequately. There are, of course, exceptions. I got to know many
brave, valiant scholars. Some of them where even martyred fighting in Syria. They
said they would fight instead of staying in Turkey. However, there were many
Syrian scholars who escaped to Arabic or western countries. They abandoned their
society.

There are Syrian scholars also in Turkey. We meet with them and make an
effort to ensure that Syrian youth or children do not stay ignorant and get deprived
of education during this process. There is something we learnt from the Prophet
which is that The Prophet did not sustain the activities for the companions who
were interested in trainings even in the most critical war. He left a group there. The
logic here was that these people should become more intellectual so that they can
educate the children and elderly people behind and rehabilitate the veterans. We
saw that this mechanism was not sufficiently organized by the Syrian scholars
inside and outside of Syria, or wherever Syrians were present. If this was not the
case, those coming back from the wars would have stayed away from educational
activities while those left behind would have thought nothing but their lives.
Accordingly, we invite the Syrian scholars to undertake responsibility in Syrian
lands.

T. Erkut: What are the most important problems of the immigrants in this
city? Do you think the immigrants living inside and outside the camps have
adequate living conditions?

T. Aldemir: We do not approve of hosting our guests in tent cities. A 10 or
15-square meter area where people’s social needs are collectively met cannot be
humane and Islamic. People cannot live a family life there. Children who were born
here cannot establish the Madinah of Islamic civilizations. They cannot gain the self-
confidence to fight against the imperialist western nations. Yes, we help them
survive here, and May God be pleased with whoever has a role in this regard. The
government has done a great job in this period. But tents are temporary places. One
cannot stay in tents for five or six years. According to our theological approach,
Don't do to anyone else what you don't want done to yourself. You should not give
anything as alms which you would not accept with satisfaction. I cannot live with
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my family in those tent cities and I do not want anyone to live there. In this case, we
need to take a further step and force the government in this regard. These tent cities
are temporary adaptation environments. People should be moved to cities in six
months after they were located there.

It would be wrong to establish separate neighborhoods for them as there is
no such thing as “they or them.” These borders were set through Sykes-Picot
Agreement. Mr. President mentions Lausanne. Syria, however, was a place, the
governor of which was assigned by the Ottoman Empire 100 years ago. I do not say
we should assign again but while conducting the Operation Euphrates Shield, we
are building walls between two nations. These are the initiatives that split our
cultural codes. Gaziantep is a significant example in this regard. I extend my
gratitude to our esteemed governor, mayors, those who took responsibility in this
regard, non-governmental organizations and, particularly, the people of this city.
They all regarded Syrians as brothers and embraced them.

The safety-related data here, which I always follow, indicate that Syrians’
crime rates are lower than those of Turks. The number of Syrians begging in our
streets is lower. We have worked on this issue. These beggars were found and
taught specifically in terms of certain occupations. The number of beggars begging
in traffic lights in Istanbul or Ankara are at the highest level as the authorities there
do not fulfill their duties.

Syrians are not beggars, thieves or uneducated, and culture-less people. Not
all of them are beggars. God orders as “...And these days [of varying conditions]
We alternate among the people...” Accordingly, we have great friendships with the
Syrians in this period when Syrian and Turkish societies are together. Such great
friendships... There are approximately 900 Syrian businesses in this City. They
work and provide value to the economy. There are more than 40 major businesses.
There are Syrians working in every sector. These are hardworking, intellectual
people. There are parasites or problematic people for every society. There will be
one for the Syrians, too. This is a city where people have mercy. I have rarely seen
a homeless Syrian here. I once witnessed something beautiful around Kilis Bus
Station. It was nighttime when a Syrian family could not find a place to stay. I saw
two people there fussing and saying that I would take them to my home. These men
were the real heroes. They agreed in the end. One of them said “Okay. Host them
today but bring these guests to me tomorrow.” People from Gaziantep entrusted
their daughters, children or wives to Syrian people during the Independence War.

Are there problematic ones among us? Yes, there will always be. But I think
we are doing good in this test. We have wrongs, deficiencies or moments when we
hurt Syrians’ feelings. We are making efforts to solve these by talking or
communicating with them. We are not experienced either. No country has ever
lived collectively with so many foreign people before. Gaziantep hosts 350-400,000
Syrians, indicating that one-fifth of the population is Syrian. But, thank God, there
is harmony between them. Europeans conduct referendums to accept 10, 20 or 50
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people. They protected their borders whereas we protected humanity. We did not
discriminate them as rich, poor, educated, Intellectual, Christian, Muslim, non-
Muslim or Armenian. I learnt that some of the people we cared for were Durzi,
Marooni and Christian a year later. We work collaboratively in the organization.
One of them asked “Do you know who I am?” He was Hafiz Karput, a Syrian
director. Some said “I am not Muslim” while the other stated “I am Durzi.” But they
were humans. We embraced them. Gaziantep is a city where people make an effort
to maintain different cultures, belief groups, and lifestyles. However, the
ambassador of USA points different concepts of actions as targets. DAESH uses
bombs. PKK attacks. For what? They even bombed a wedding ceremony. They just
aim to create a war between Kurds and Turks or Shiite and Sunnis, and to distort
the peace. They want to distort Gaziantep’s model but they will not be able to do so
because we do what we do while being aware of their aims. We believe this is their
aim. We do what we do for our paradises.

T. Erkut: Considering the evidence that the war will take longer, does
Turkey promise a future for the immigrants or will the immigrants move toward
the western countries?

T. Aldemir: The flow of immigrants to the West has stopped. West is a dream
for them but some of the people who went there returned. As Turkey took further
steps... For instance, people talked about the possibility of granting a work permit
to academicians. There were more than 5000 applications in a week. Some of these
applicants were in the West. They said I need to work in Turkey even if my wage
would be the half of what was offered in the west. Turkey, however, did not act in
time. I cannot forgive the bureaucrats. We work on certain issues, prepare files and
send these to them, but these files get lost in the corridors of governmental bodies
like a river flowing through a desert.

There is no such thing as Syrian issue. This also concerns the future of Turkey
or this geography. The safety of Damascus is also the future of Turkey. Not the
safety of Aleppo but Damascus. As long as Damascus is in this state, Turkey cannot
be in peace. Security corridors do not start from the borders. Mr. President has been
mentioning this, too, in recent times. If we do not establish an order beyond our
borders, we cannot talk about security here. Therefore, we need to accelerate the
process of granting work permits to Syrians, which does not mean that Turks will
be unemployed. There are relevant promotions. For instance, Turkey cannot find
workers or entrepreneurs in many fields. A majority of our lands are not cultivated.
Syria’s hardworking people can contribute to production even if we temporarily
assign these lands to them. We have organic agriculture and language village
projects. Syrians will work, produce, and learn languages in these. There are three
million Syrians speaking Arabic, but whenever we see an Arab, we keep our heads
down thinking the language of our religion. If we can use the opportunities in this
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regard... I think Turkey has been taking positive but slow steps in this regard
recently.

The Syrian issue is not just a matter of safety for Turkey. Three million Syrian
Arabs, Kurds and Turkmens, who are among the nations that move around the
world the most, are a great opportunity for Turkey to strengthen its place in the
Islamic geography. We should use this opportunity to contribute to our internal
peace, Islamic peace, and global peace.

T. Erkut: How would you assess the financial aids of the government and
non-governmental organizations toward the Syrian immigrants?

T. Aldemir: Of about three million Syrians, 274,000 live in tent cities. The
government spends more on these places. Nine-tenth of Syrians live in cities, and
they are helped by the non-governmental organizations and public. There are three
million more Syrians living on and beyond the border with the support of the non-
governmental organizations and Anatolian people. We are actually dealing with six
million Syrians. The population is ten times higher in the borderline. There are
many tent cities there. Turkey is also meeting the critical needs of these cities.
Therefore, the aids mean serious financial figures although there are still many
deficiencies. However, I believe that the rate of these aids, which have been reported
to have reached 20 billion dollars, is not managed well. For instance, according to
the data of the Prime Ministry, about 70% of these aids are delivered as food aid to
Syrians, while 15-20% are delivered as medical aids and the remaining are delivered
as sheltering aids. There are also educational aids which are too minor to be
regarded in the percentage. They have no culture, workhouses, art or even cinemas.

For instance, Dervish Zaim, one of the most important directors in Turkey,
came here and roamed around the field with us. We worked on a Syrian movie
reflecting what has happened in Syria and Turkey. Such a movie has not been made
before. There are no pieces of work reflecting what we have done for the Syrians.
TRT or private channels have had no initiatives. However, westerners have some.
There are three movies in Switzerland about a man who gives three bottles of water
to refugees I invite the government and relevant non-governmental organizations
to focus on this issue. Syrians say they find something to eat in some ways. They
need help in other areas. They should have rights to association or opportunities to
reflect their fights.

For instance, we examine 550 questions and study history aloud under the
guidance of Dervish Zaim and Kemal Oztiirk. We just started this project again. We
are recording approximately 100 prominent Syrian scholars, intellectuals,
journalists, females, children, young people or anyone with a story. We address
them 550 questions, and they reply. Some of them even cry their eyes out due to the
questions we ask although they even forgot most of these incidents. We need to
work to declare the crime against humanity occurring there to the world and to
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make sure this crime goes down in history. Actually, we are not the ones who have
to do that. This should be done by the government. However, nobody thinks about
that. Everyone is just bragging about tent cities, but nobody asks what happened in
Syria, what was done, what happened yesterday, what happened today. We are
recording what is happening in Jarabulus. We are creating our records gradually.
That place is becoming alive like the leaves in spring. The environment was black
and white in the first week. But we built a playground and school there. We will
also plant trees. These are the real activities there. We are doing these activities with
the Syrians.

We need to grow our scale as the Turkish non-governmental organizations
and take one step further the supply, cloth, EI-Eid and other aids. We need to
prioritize the studies that focus on the people’s spirits, minds, ideas, cultural
aspects, ideologies, Islamic faith, and common thoughts regarding humanity and
that examine maintaining cultures. We're going all over the world to help with food
but western nations go and deliver books after us. We feed people’s stomachs while
they feed refugees’ brains. As long as we do not focus on these areas, people whose
minds are exploited by the imperialists will distort the peace of the region even if
the war ends. For example, the USA collected certain Kurds from Northern Iraq
during the First Gulf War, educated them, sent back to there, and founded a mini
USA there. They are also doing the same for Syria. We need to be aware of this
situation.

T. Erkut: What are your opinions regarding whether the negative thoughts
of the Turkish society toward the Syrians are based on justified reasons?

T. Aldemir: There are some concerns. They may be incorrect. However, we
have the following in our culture: Wrongs are not exaggerated and mistakes are
covered instead of being revealed. This behavior brings us closer to God. There may
be some Syrians who make mistakes. Some may do it due to their needs. Some were
managed by an autocratic regime under war-related conditions but they found a
free environment here. There may be some Syrians who make mistakes due to
misperceptions toward this free environment. However, not all Syrians are like that.
Turkish people should be educated in regard to Syrians and different nations. There
should be classes regarding the social adaptation of Turkish people in schools.
Universities are conducting social responsibility projects nowadays. We are
performing these studies with many university students. They have many different
ideas. We were sitting here a couple of days ago. Two lecturers were talking about
this issue, saying “Syrians cannot understand this/that” We have an artistic
workshop here. This workshop also has Syrian lecturers. I introduced these Syrian
lecturers to Turkish lecturers. Those Turkish academicians who did not approve
Syrians are now receiving lessons from them.
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People object to what they do not know. We have to tell them. Therefore, the
press is important Unfortunately, our press does not reflect good actions as news.
Instead, it exaggerates a couple of negative incidents. Unheard good stories should
be immediately told to people. The grateful characteristics of Syrians should be
reflected to people. I witnessed the following: There are many Syrians who do not
accept our aids, stating that we should give these aids to someone else, or a Turkish
person, who needs these aids more so that the people around will not
misunderstand them. This issue can be understood better if Turkish people are
informed. As Omer Seyfettin noted, Turkish people are not scholars but wise
people. They can understand if they are informed. They proved this in the past.
Certain intellectuals or people who benefit from the government more than anyone
else made these negative aspects of the issue more distinct. The public has no
problems. The issue arises from those who become strangers to their public as their
educational status rises. I believe this process will change as these people learn the
facts.

T. Erkut: How do you assess the position of Syrians in regard to citizenship
or ummah concepts? Is a legal definition certainly needed for granting legal
rights to immigrants or will it be enough to keep the ummah concept alive?

T. Aldemir: The modern definitions of citizenship, state and nation state
cause the emergence of many problems. We are collectively living in this world as
humans. Anything that we cannot choose when we were born cannot be the reason
for superiority. It does not matter if I was born in Turkey or Syria... What matters
is sharing and working. For that purpose, we need a legal system that will support
the statement of Mr. President regarding the conscience, mercy, and sensitivity of
Turkish people in this regard. The current constitution does not even include the
Kurds, let alone the Syrians. Therefore, we need to form a multi-lingual, multi-
cultural, and multi-religious constitutional system quickly once again. Syrians and
Iraqgi people should not be forgotten in this system. Anatolia has been the capital of
many civilizations and empires. Let us not confuse here with another European
country. This environment has been a host for every nation, race, group and culture.
Therefore, Syrians are not a threat to us. The resources here will suffice for all of us
and the chaos and imperialism of Europe can be terminated if we can make a
philosophy of justice, freedom, mercy, and conscience for everyone dominant in
accordance with the ancient justice theory.

Anatolia is the capital of our home depiction. It can be the place we regard as
our spiritual geography. The countries in Africa, Asia, Middle East, Balkans... They
all have borders, but ideas conscience or mercy cannot have borders. If there is a
suffering, we cannot approach it by asking whether the sufferer is Turkish or Syrian.
If there is a suffering one, a dead person or an injured, we should not pay attention
to their nationalities. Are they humans? Yes. Are they creatures? Yes. We cannot
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even group them as humans or animals. We can exist as long as we help them
survive. Therefore, our ancestors said “Help people survive regardless of their sects,

spirits or religions so that the government can survive, too.” We should make this
ideology dominant again.
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