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Bediuzzaman Said Nursi (1877-1960) (hereinafter referred to as Nursi) and Nursi studies remain less known not only to the western intelligentsia but also to the Muslim world perhaps because of its linguistic barrier. Here it is pertinent to mention that Nursi studies is of significant use to the today’s global audience when both Muslims and Islam are frequently misrepresented and misunderstood. Nursi is one of the revivalists of the 20th century who inspired his students to demonstrate “jihad of the word” and “positive action” (musbet haraket) and be an example for the protection, peace and harmony anywhere they board. He has several millions of followers all around the world now.  For the betterment of not only the Muslims per se, but also of the whole humanity, his works and legacy should have got attention much earlier. Nursi advises his students to translate and spread Risale-i Nur (hereinafter referred to as Risale) across the globe. In  his lifetime, Nursi sends Risale to some important places including Papal office, Vatican in 1950 (Nursi 2016, II:343). However, after very long time, continuous efforts of some Risale talaba (students) and a few dedicated foundations (vakfi) are working tirelessly to market Nursi’s discourse to all around the world in more than 65 languages. 

The present edited work “festschrift”
 is that sort of efforts, accomplished and edited by Ian S. Markham, Dean and President of Virginia Theological Seminary and Professor of Theology and Ethics at Virginia Theological Seminary, USA and Zeyneb Sayilgan, a Turkish origin lady who is Luce Muslim Professor and Senior Fellow in Peace and Reconciliation at the same institution. This compilation aims to look at some important topics from Nursi’s perspective and introduce Nursi studies to the English readers. This book arranges all the sections chronologically. For example, it starts with Nursi's historical milieu and biography, his theological discourses, his understanding of society, and his thesis on politics. This book has been systematically edited and all the titles have been structured well under the relevant sections (chapters). Article contributors have been selected from around the world who are diving deep into the Risale more than two decades through their academic journey (M.A. and PhD research) or as of personal interest. Some contributors, however, are seen to have written more than one article which sounds less pragmatic. Editors could have accommodated more authors. Furthermore, there is a decent sign from the editors’ side to acknowledge and remember Ibrahim Abu-Rabi’ (1956-2011) for his contribution to Nursi studies as this work dedicated to him.  

There exist a lot of misunderstandings about Islam and Muslims; especially after 9/11 it has become more dominant in the West. No doubt, Islam had an excellent past and contributed extraordinarily to the different fields of knowledge; they lived with other faith communities in peace and harmony since its inception. But ironically, some deviated Muslims have defamed Islam in the name of the Islamic state, Jihad, Caliphate, and so called Shariah Law etc. Many individuals from among the Muslim community all around the world especially those in the West are seen to be not that much ready to represent the genuine past of Islam correctly. Nursi’s text-based Islamic scholarship is one of the biggest Islamic movements of the globe that explored “the Islamic relevance of pluralism, democracy, and coexistence to the other faith communities” (Markham and Sayilgan 2017, xi). Furthermore, editors observe, “he argued that any faithful Muslim reading the Qur’an and Hadith with care should see that fidelity to Islam involves a commitment to peace and dialogue” (Markham and Sayilgan 2017, xi). The editors claim “this book to present the reality of Islam. As you read the articles, the perceptions that dominate the media in the West are just that. Here is an Islamic perspective that unequivocally condemns terrorist activities” (Markham and Sayilgan 2017, xi–xii).

In the section one: History and Biography, editors aim to accommodate three articles in the context of the chronology of Nuri’s life from late Ottoman to the Republican periods, his intellectual position in the trajectory of the Ottoman intellectuals and his contributions. It also pictures a spiritual meeting with Said Nursi, after 40 years of his death by his spiritual follower. 
M. Sait Özervarli offers his “Late Ottoman Intellectual History and Nursi” which expressed the modernization of education and its radical impact on the Ottoman society. Additionally, there was an initiative taken from intellectuals and spiritual leaders (ulema) where Nursi took part and played a significant role to harmonize between religion and modern sciences and readily proved that religion (Islam) and sciences are compatible with each other in modern time. Sükran Vahide outlines in her article “Said Nursi from the Ottoman to the Republican Periods: A Short Biography” about the biographical account of Said Nursi, ‘old Said’ and ‘new Said’ period with the historical milieu. The author also reports how Nursi dismissed his public life and deeply concentrated on religious renewal supported scientific and philosophical understanding and revitalized Turkish society from the attack of secular science and philosophy. She also points out the origin of the formation of Nur community in Turkey. Fred A. Reed visited most of the relevant places where Nursi visited, stayed, had been jailed and detained. His writing “My Meeting with Said Nursi” is an imaginary but wonderful narration of Nursi’s personality, personal outstanding qualities. The author imagines that Nursi is meeting with author in person and author is closely observing his attitudes and behaviour
In section two, Theology: the contributors investigate the various theological understandings and discourses of Nursi on different theological issues such as: “the Qur’anic hermeneutics”, “the concept of God”, “the concept of resurrection and its significances”, “the problem of evil”, “free will and destiny”, “morality and ethics”, “importance of Sunnah”, and “compassion” from Risale-i Nur perspectives. 
Yamina Mermer and Isra Yazicioglu in their article, “Said Nursi's Qur'anic Hermeneutics” evaluate the Risale based on the “hermeneutics”
 method and Risale presentation styles. In another paper “Concept of God in the Risale-i-Nur: God through His Creative Activity” Yamina Mermer argues, the manifestation of God through this universe, Nursi’s understanding of Divine, the conception of creation and how the creation reveals the divine being. “The Significance of Resurrection and the Afterlife in the Writings of Bediüzzaman Said Nursi” of Cüneyt Simsek deals with the very subtle and critical issues i.e. resurrection and the afterlife from Nursi’s perspective. The author articulates, Nursi’s concept of resurrection, its importance in the light of the Qur’an, methodology for proving bodily resurrection, his logical proofs of resurrection bodily resurrection, and necessity of bodily resurrection. “The Problem of Evil in the Writings of Bediüzzaman Said Nursi” of the same author explains Nursi’s concept of evil; “necessitating cause” and “ultimate cause”; the historical genesis of the creation of evil; the problem of evil as a part of some divine purposes behind the creation, and progress of human spirit in it. Ümeyye Isra Yazicioglu’s “A Graceful Reconciliation: Said Nursi on Free Will and Destiny” is the complicated issues in Biological sciences while it depends on ‘natural determinism’ and in classical theology. However, Nursi responds to human free will and his destiny from a logical and scientific point of views and ‘reconciliation of free will and destiny’ very successfully. In “Supplication as Agent and Fruit of Transformation for Bediüzzaman Said Nursi”, Lucinda Allen Mosher outlines different transformations: psychological and spiritual ones have been accomplished in Nursi’s life through the prison, isolation, physical, and mental tortures. Lucinda also articulates, supplication (munazat) was the only agent of Nursi and his students’ spiritual transformation that is why Nursi remains calm and patient against all kinds of humiliations in the Kemalist era by having maintained ‘positive action’ and the ‘jihad of the word’. In his article “The Moral World of Said Nursi” M. Salih Sayilgan articulates the idea of morality and its uses in Risale, ‘foundation and illustration of morality’ and its ‘methodologies’ and how to ‘form moral individual in society’ and their obstacles and remedies in the light of Risale.  Suendam Birinci Pirim and Harun Pirim’s “Morality and Ethics in the Risale-i Nur” observe Nursi’s concept of morality and ethics with a closer look into divine, personal, social and environmental ethics based on the Qur’an and Sunnah. The contributors also point out that ‘Nursi rejects the secular narrative of ethics’ and placed ‘belief as the essential component of morality’. For Nursi, ‘abstaining from extremism and following divine guidance are the core foundations of ethics’. “The Importance of the Sunna in Islamic Spiritual: Said Nursi's Approach” of M. Salih Sayilgan outlines, the importance of Sunnah in forming the worldview for Muslims, and sources of moral conduct and ritual practices Muslims’ spiritual life while the new republican era outlawed some of the practices based on Sunnah. Zeyneb Sayilgan’s “the Prophetic Virtue of Compassion as a Core Principle of the Risale-i Nur” points out the stigma of terrorism on the forehead of Muslims because of some so-called Muslim extremists and by some Western yellow journalists. In sum, contributor highlights compassionate inclusivity theoretically and practically both from Risale and from Nursi’s personal life. Such exploration would remedy the predicament of Muslims globally.
Section three: Nursi and Society; in this section, some contributors analyse different aspects of society, social issues, some socio-academic aspects: “social theology”, “sociology of science”, “materialism”, “Christian-Muslim engagement”, “spiritual and ethical transformation”, and some other issues from the light of Risale-i Nur. 
“An Outline of the Social Theology of Said Nursi” Syed of Farid Alatas highlights social theology of Nursi as a theology of reform. He emphasizes further research into untouched issues by western scholars that are addressed by Nursi. Alparslan Açikgenç articulates in his article, “The Risale-i Nur as an Epistemological Ground for the Framework of a Sociology of Science”  Nurseitic scholarship to be the new branch of knowledge, “sociology of science” and the epistemological foundation that most western scholars have not acknowledged yet. Alparsalan suggests utilizing Risale for exploring “scientific tradition” based on epistemology for that new branch of sociology. Yunus Çengei discusses in this article “Said Nursi's View on Materialism, Positivism, and Sciences” about the discourses of Nursi that are based on observation and reason to prove the texts and beliefs along with the conviction that true sciences are allies of beliefs and always praise God in their ways. In the article “The Medresetü'z-Zehrâ-Explorations into Its Nature and Significance” Zeyneb Sayilgan outlines the historical context and the features of Medrasetuz Zehra, and the evolution of manevi (informal/spiritual/immaterial) Medrasetuz Zehr. Benaouda Bensaid’s paper “Spiritual and Moral Reform of Muslim Inmates: The Model of Said Nursi” draws a Muslim inmates reformation, rectification and rehabilitation blueprint which was practised by Nursi in different jails as “Medrese-i Yusufiya” (school of the Prophet Joseph) as the basis of Risale. Zeyneb Sayilgan’s other article “The Dissemination of the Risale-i Nur in Europe and the United States” examines the historical development of Nur community in Europe and United States of America. Thomas Michel argues in his article “Christian-Muslim Engagement” Nursi’s discourse on Christian-Muslims relations, unity, and dialogue for peace and harmony. Leo D. Leffbure’s article “Roman Catholic Theological Engagement with Said Nursi” is the detail narratives of Roman Catholic engagement with Nursi. There developed some meaningful understandings between the two faith communities i.e. Catholic Christians and Muslims through the reading of Nursi’s writings and discourses which are eye-opening for Christian prejudices against Muslims. 
Section Four, Nursi and Politics: This section explains positive action “(musbet haraket)”, interpretation of jihad, nation-state and nation in the light of Risale-i Nur and proposes a framework of the analysis of “the future Nursi studies”. 
Ahmet Yildiz’s “Said Nursi's Positive Action as a Method of Serving Belief and Peace” is that the explanation of “musbet haraket” (positive action) method, its aims and objectives, and priorities for this movement. Sükran Vahide’s article “Religious Struggle in Modern Turkey: Said Nursi's Interpretation of Jihad” is the interpretation of Nursi’s discourse upon jihad during the final decades of the Ottoman Empire and the first thirty-five years of the republican era of Turkey. Nursi endorses arms jihad only with the external enemies. She advocates jihad of the word instead. “The Nation-State and Nationalism within the Thought of Said Nursi” of Elmira Akhmetova tries to explain Nursi’s ideas on nationalism and its divisive influence on the ummah identity.  Ian S. Markham remarks in "The Future of Nursi Studies" the progress of Nursi studies had started in the early 1990s which has now become widely known. However, two special arenas thereof, he argues, remain still less touched: determining the academic location of Nursi studies in English literature so that scholars may cite them readily, and developing a full-fledged Nursi’s theological and ethical framework that would allow the academics to access Nursi studies in a more engaging way.
This book consists of twenty-five chapters in four sections with a good bibliography after each chapter within the fields of Nursi studies and other related publications. Sections and chapters are nicely organized. However, chapter no 16 might be better fit somewhere in section two.  Transliteration has been made accordingly with a few exceptions e.g. sunna [sic.] for sunnah. There appears a few more words which might not have drawn the attention of the editorial team yet e.g. mânevi# (p.287) and Taw#idi (p. 300). Besides, at the end, there is a systematic index into the discussed issues. 
This voluminous work is one of the biggest volumes published in English. As Nursi’s most works are written in Ottoman Turkish and Arabic and afterward translated and written in Modern Turkish, this book might be a reference for those who do not have access to the aforementioned languages. Furthermore, this work may also prove important for them who would love to be acquainted with Risale, Said Nursi, the modern Islamic thought, modern scientific thematic exegesis, modern Islamic movement in Turkey, and modern Islamization process in Turkey.
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� A volume of articles, essays, etc., contributed by many authors in honor of a colleague, usually published on the occasion of retirement, an important anniversary, or the like.


� Hermeneutics is the science of interpretation, esp. of Scripture and the branch of theology that deals with the principles and methodology of exegesis. See Collins Dictionary, retrieved from: https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/hermeneutics





Biblography:


� ADDIN ZOTERO_BIBL {"uncited":[],"omitted":[],"custom":[]} CSL_BIBLIOGRAPHY �Markham, Ian S., and Zeyneb Sayilgan, eds. 2017. The Companion to Said Nursi Studies. USA: Wipf and Stock Publishers.


Nursi, Said. 2016. Emirdag Letters. Translated by Sukran Vahide. Vol. II. Istanbul: Sozler Nesriyat.


�	








13

