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Abstract The soft topological spaces and some their related Keywords - Soft connected,
concepts have studied by Shabir and Naz in [11]. In this paper, we  soft Hausdorff space, soft open
introduce some concepts such as soft connectedness, soft Hausdorff — set, soft set, soft topological

space and exhibit some results related to these concepts. space.

1 Introduction

Some concepts in mathematics can be considered as mathematical tools for dealing
with uncertainties, namely theory of vague sets, theory of rough sets and etc. But all of
these theories have their own difficulties. The concept of soft sets was first introduced
by Molodtsov as a general mathematical tool for dealing with uncertain objects [8].
He successfully applied the soft theory in several directions, such as smoothness of
functions, game theory, probability, Perron integration, Riemann integration, theory of
measurement [8][9]. It is remarkable that, Molodtsov used this concept in order to solve
complicated problems in other sciences such as, engineering, economics and etc.

The properties and applications of soft set theory have been studied increasingly
in [1], after that the operations of soft sets presented by Maji-Biswas-Roy [7]. In [3],
Cagman-Enginoglu redefined the operations of the soft sets and constructed a uni-int
decision making method by using these new operations, and developed soft set theory.
Then to make easy compaction with the operations of soft sets, they presented the
soft matrix theory and set up the soft maximin decision making method [4]. These
decision making methods can be successfully applied to many problems that contain
uncertainties.
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In [11], Shabir-Naz introduced and studied the concepts soft topological space and
some related concepts such as soft interior, soft closed, soft subspace and soft separation
axioms. In [2], Aygunoglu-Aygun introduced the soft product topology and defined the
version of compactness in soft spaces named soft compactness.

In this paper, we introduce the concept of soft connectedness and we obtain some
results that involve the concepts of soft pu-continuous functions, soft Hausdorff spaces
and soft cartesian procuct.

2 Preliminary

In this section, we recall some definitions and concepts discussed in [6, 10, 11, 12]. Let
U be an initial universe and E be a set of parameters. Let P(U) denote the power set of
U and A be a nonempty subset of E. A pair (F, A) is called a soft set over U, where F
is a mapping given by F': A — P(U). For two soft sets (F, A) and (G, B) over common
universe U, we say that (F,A) is a soft subset (G,B) if A C B and F(e) C G(e), for
all e € A. In this case, we write (F, A)C(G, B) and (G, B) is said to be a soft super
set of (F, A). Two soft sets (F, A) and (G, B) over a common universe U are said to
be soft equal if (F, A)C(G, B) and (G, B)C(F, A). A soft set (F, A) over U is called a
null soft set, denoted by ® 4, if for each e € A, F(e) = (). Similarly, it is called absolute
soft set, denoted by U, if for cach e € A, F(e) = U. The union of two soft sets (F, A)
and (G, B) over the common universe U is the soft set (H,C), where C' = AU B and
for each e € C,

F(e) ec A
H(e) = G(e) ec B
Fle)UG(e) e€c ANB

We write (F, A) U (G, B) = (H,C). Moreover, the intersection (H,C) of two soft
sets (F, A) and (G, B) over a common universe U, denoted by (F, A)N(G, B), is defined
as C = AN B and H(e) = F(e) N G(e) for each e € C.

The difference (H, F) of two soft sets (F, E) and (G, F) over X, denoted by (F, E)\(G, E),
is defined as H(e) = F(e)\G(e), for each e € E.

Let Y be a nonempty subset of X. Then Y denotes the soft set (Y, E) over X where
Y(e) =Y, for each e € E. In particular, (X, E) will be denoted by X.

Let (F,E) be a soft set over X and x € X. We say that z € (F, E), whenever
x € F(e), for each e € E.

The relative complement of a soft set (F, A) is denoted by (F, A)" and is defined by
(F,A) = (F', A) where F' : A — P(U) is a mapping given by F'(e) = U — F(e), for
each e € A.

Let 7 be the collection of soft sets over X. Then 7 is called a soft topology on X if
7 satisfies the following axioms:

(i) @z, X belong to 7.

(ii) The union of any number of soft sets in 7 belong to 7.

(iii) The intersection of any two soft sets in 7 belong to .
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The triple (X, 7, F) is called a soft topological space over X. The member of 7 are
said to be soft open in X, and the soft set (F, E) is called soft closed in X if its relative
component (F, E) belongs to 7.

Proposition 2.1. Let (X, 7, E) be a soft space over X. Then

i) ®p, X are closed soft set over X;

ii) The intersection of any number of soft closed sets is a soft closed set over X;
iii) The union of any two soft closed sets is a soft closed set over X.

Let SS(X)g be the collection of all soft sets with set of parameter E, over X. The
cartesian product of soft sets (F,A) € SS(X)a and (G,B) € SS(Y)p is a soft set
(FxG,Ax B)in SS(X X Y)axp where F x G: Ax B— P(X) xP(Y) is a mapping
given by (F' x G)(a,b) = F(a) x G(b) for each (a,b) € A x B.

3 Main Results

In this section, we are going to define some new concepts for soft topological spaces
and study some properties related to these spaces.

3.1 Soft Connected Spaces

Let (X, 7, E) be a soft topological space over X. A soft separation of Xisa pair (F, E),
(G, E) of no-null soft open sets over X such that

X =(F,E)U(G,E), (F,E)N(G,E)=dpg.

A soft topological space (X, 7, F) is said to be soft connected if there does not exist a
soft separation of X.

Proposition 3.1. Let (F, E) be a soft set in SS(X)g. Then the following hold
(i) (F,E)U(F.E) = X;
(ii) (F,E)N(F,E) = ®g;
(iii) (F,E)NX = (F,E).
Proof. We prove (ii), only. Let (F, E) N (F, E) = (H, E). Then
H(e)=F(e)NF'(e) = Fle)N (X — F(e)) = 0.
Therefore (H, E) = ®p. O

Using Proposition 3.1, we prove the following.
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Theorem 3.2. A soft topological space (X, 7, E) is soft connected if and only if t@e
only soft sets in SS(X)g that are both soft open and soft closed over X are ®g and X .

Proof. Let (X, T, E) be soft connected. Suppose to the contrary that (F, E) is both
soft open and soft closed in X different from ®r and X. Clearly, (F,FE)" is a soft
open set in X different from ®p and X. By Proposition 3.1, (F, E), (F, E)' is a soft
separation of X. This is a contradiction. Thus the only soft closed and open sets
in X are @5 and X. Conversely, let (F,E), (G,E) be a soft separation of X. Let
(F,E) = X. Then Proposition 3.1 implies that (G, E) = ®z. This is a contradiction.
Hence, (F, E) # X. Since F(e) N G(e) = 0 and F(e) UG(e) = X, for each e € E, then
we have G'(e) = X — G(e) = F(e). Therefore (F, E) = (G, E)". This shows that (F, E)
is both soft open and soft closed in X different from ¢z and X. This is a contradiction.
Therefore, (X, 7, E) is soft connected. ]

Let SS(U)a and SS(V)p be families of soft sets. Suppose that v : U — V and
p: A — B be mappings. Then a mapping f,, : SS(U)a — SS(V)p is defined as:

(i) Let (F,A) be a soft set in SS(U)4. The image of (F, A) under f,,, written as
fou(Fy A) = (fpu(F), B) is a soft set in SS(V)p such that,

Usep-rira u(F (@) p~ (y) NA#D
Sou(F)(y) = { ( )@ p—l(y) A=10

for each y € B.
(ii) Let (G B) be a soft set in SS(V)g. Then the inverse image of (G, B) under f,,,,
written as f,.'(G, B) = (f,,/(G),A), is a soft set in SS(U)4 such that, f,'(G)(x) =

u

u (G(p(z ))) for each x € A.

Proposition 3.3. Let SS(U)a and SS(V)p be families of soft sets. For a function
fou: SS(U)a — SS(V)p, the following hold

() £ (F.B)U(G,B)) = fu! (F.B) U f,,(G. B);
(i) £ (V) =U;

(i) fpu((F,A) 0 (G AN fyu(F, A) 0 fyu( G A);
(iv) £, (F,B)N (G, B)) = £, (F, B) N £, (G, B);

(v) [ (@) = Da.

Proof (i) Let (F,B)U (G,B) = (H,B). Then f,)(H,B) = (f,,/)(H),A), where
LH)(z) = u 1(H(p( ))), for each € A. On the other hand, let f,}(F,B) U
f‘l(G, B) = (0, A), where
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Ox) = [ (F)(@) U £,1(G)(@) = u™ (F(p(2)) UG(p(a) ) = u™ (H (p()),

for each z €~A Therefore f,.'(H, B) = (O, A).
’ (12_{,3{(‘/) foid (V. B) = (fu! (V), A), where [ (V)(x) = u™ (V(p(x))) = u™ (V) =
(iii) Let (F, A)N (G, A) = (H,A). Then f,,(H,A) = (fpu(H), B), where

Uacezrl y)NA u(H(x)) pil(y) NA#0D
i) = { ey pinaz

for each y € B. On the other hand, let f,,(F,A) N fou(G,A) = (O, B), where O(y) =
Tou(F)(y) N fu(G)(y), for each y € B. We have
o) = { U om F ) 0 U sy ) 7201

p
pH(y)N

for each y € B. Since H(x) = F(xz) N G(z), for each x € A, then it is easy to see that
fou(H)(y) € O(y) for each y € B. This 1mphes that f,.(H, A) (O, B).

(iv) Let (F, B)N(G, B) = (H, B). Then f,,}(H, B) = (fgul(H) A), where f) ' (H)(z) =
u"'(H(p(x))), for each z € A. On the other hand let f,./(F,B)N f,,"(G,B) = (0, A),

where

II\H\

0
0

O(x) = fpu (F)(x) N £, (G)(x) = u™ (F(p(x))) N u" (G(p(x)))
=u ' (H(p())),

for each x € A. Therefore, f,'(H,B) = (O, A). O

Let (U, 7, A) and (V, 7', B) be soft topological spaces. Let f,, : SS(U)a — SS(V)p
be a function. Then f,, is said to be soft pu-continuous if for each (F, B) € 7" we have
fou (F,B) €7

Proposition 3.4. Let (F, E), (G, E) and (H,E) be soft sets in SS(X)g. Then,
(1) (FE)N((G,E)U(H,E))=((F,E)N (G, E))U((F,E)N(H, E));

(ii) (F,E)C(G,E) if and only if (F,E)N (G, E) = (F,E);

(iii) (F,E)C(G, E) if and only if (F,E)U (G, E) = (G, E).

Proof. We prove (i), only. Let (G, E)U (H,E) = (A,E) and (F,E)N (A, E) = (B, E).
Then,

Ble) = F(e) N A(e) = F(e) N (G(e) U H(e)) = (F(e) N G(e)) U (Fe) N H(e)),

for each e € F.
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I
S
S

) and
e)) for
[

On the other hand, if (F,E) N (G
(C.E)U(D. E) = (L. E). then 1(e) —
each e € E. Therefore, (B, E) = (I,

,E) = (C,E), (F,E)n (H,E
?(e) D(e) = (F(e) N (

Ev
LY
D)

Theorem 3.5. Let f,, be a soft pu-continuous function carrying the soft connected
space (U, T, A) onto the soft space (V,7',B). Then (V,7', B) is soft connected.

Proof. Suppose to the contrary there exists a soft separation (F, B), (G, B) of V. Then
Proposition 3.3, implies that

U= fou (F,B)U(G, )) fpul(FB)Ufpu(GB)
fou (F.B) 0 £,/ (G, B) = [,/ (®5) =

Let f,,'(F,B) = ®4. Since f,, is surjective, then by Theorem 3.14 of [12] and Propo-
sition 3.3, we have (F B) = ®p. This is a contradiction. Therefore f, '(F,B) and
by a similar reason f,, 1(G, B) are different from ®4. Now, Proposition 3.4 shows that

[l (F.B), f,,/(G, B) is a soft separation of U. This is a contradiction, and this com-
pletes the proof. n

Let (F, E) be a soft set over X and Y be a nonempty subset of X. Then the sub
soft set of (F, E) over Y denoted by (¥ F, E) is defined as follows

YF(e) =Y N F(e),

for each e € E. In other word (YF,E) =Y N (F, E).
Now, suppose that (X, 7, F) be a soft topological space over X and Y be a nonempty
subset of X. Then

v ={(YF,E)|(F,E) € 7},

is said to be the soft relative topology on Y and (Y, 7y, E) is called a soft subspace of
(X, 7, E).

Proposition 3.6. If the soft sets (F, E) and (G, E) form a soft separation of X, and
(Y, 7y, E) is a soft connected subspace of (X, T, E), then Y lies entirely within either
(F E) or (G, E).

Proof. Since YC(F, E) U (G, E), then by Proposition 3.4 we have
Y =(NFE)UYN(G,E)).

This means that Y N (F, E) and Y N (G, E) are soft open sets over Y. Suppose to
the contrary Y does not lie entirely within either (F, E) or (G E). By the hypothesis,
Proposition 3.4 of [12] and Proposition 3.4, YN(F, E)and Y N(G, E) are different from
Y and ®5. But Y(e) N F(e)NG(e) = 0, for cach e € E. Therefore, (Y N (F, )N (YN
(G, E)) = ®p. Since (Y N (F,E)) and (37 N (G, E)) are soft open sets over Y, then we
have a soft separation of Y. This is a contradiction. This completes the proof. Il
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It is easy to prove the following.

Proposition 3.7. Let (F,E), (G,E) and (H, E) be soft sets in SS(X)g. Then the
following hold

(i) (KE)N((G,E)N(H,E))=((F,E)N(G,E))N (H,E);
(ii) (F,E)U ((G,E)U (H,E)) = ((F,E)U (G, E)) U (H, E).

Also, we can obtain the following easily.

Proposition 3.8. Let {(F,, E)}acs be a family of soft sets in SS(X)g. Then the
following hold

(l) (F7 E) N (UaEJ(Fa7E>> = UaEJ((F7 E) N (FOM E)),
(i) If (F,E) = (G, E)U (H, E), then (G, E), (H, E)Z(F, E).

Now, we are going to consider the relation between soft subspaces of (X, 7, E'), when
one is a subset of the other.

Lemma 3.9. Let (Y, 7', E) and (Z,7", E) be soft subspaces of (X, 7, E) and (Y, E)C(Z, E).
Then (Y, T, E) is a soft subspace of (Z, 7", E).

Proof. By Proposition 3.4, we have Y = Y NZ. Moreover each soft open set of (Y, 7/, F)
is of the form Y N (F, E), where (F, E) is a soft open set of (X, 7, E). Therefore, by
Proposition 3.7, we have

YN(F,E)=(YNZ)N(F,E)=Y N[ZN(FE).

Conversely, it is clear that each soft open set in Y as a soft subspace of (Z, 7", F) is of
the form Y N (Z N (F,E)) =Y N (F, E). This completes the proof. O

We are going to answer to this question: Is the union of a collection of soft connected
subspace of (X, 7, E) a soft connected?

Theorem 3.10. The union of a collection of soft connected subspace of (X, 7, E) that
have non-null intersection is soft connected.

Proof. Let {(Ya, Tv,, E) }acs be an arbitrary collection of soft connected soft subspace
of (X, 7, E), such that (Nae Y, E) # ®r. Suppose to the contrary that there exists a
soft separation Y N (F,E), YN (G,E) of Y = UpesYa. By Proposition 3.8, we have
Y = (Uacs(Fa, B)) U (Upey (Ga, E)) where Fa(e) = F(e) N Y, and Go(e) = G(e) N Y,
for each v € J and e € E. Since ﬂaeﬂa # Op, it is easy to see that NacsY, # 0, and
T € NyegYa. On the other hand, Lemma 3.9 implies that (Y,, 7., F) is a soft subspace
of (Y, 7y, E), for each a € J. By Proposition 3.6, we can assume that }7& lies entirely
within Y N (F, E).
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Let o/ € J—A{a}. If YCY N (G, E), then it is easy to see that € Y N G(e),
also z € Y N F(e), for cach v € J. This is a contradiction. Therefore Y,CY N (F, E),
for each o € J. Now we can see that YCY N (F, E). Proposition 3.4 implies that
Y N (G,E)CY N(F,E) and 5 =Y N (G, E). This is a contradiction. This completes
the proof. Il

3.2 Cartesian Product of Soft Sets

Let (X, 7, E) be a soft topological space and B C 7. If every element of 7 can be
written as a union of elements of B, then B is called a soft basis for the soft topology
7. Each element of B is called a soft basis element. Let (F, F;) and (G, Ey) be soft
sets in SS(X)g, and SS(Y)g,, respectively. Then the cartesian product of (F, Ey) and
(G, E5) denoted by (F' x G, E1 X Ey) in SS(X XY ) g, «g, is defined as (F' x G)(e1, e3) =
F(e1) x G(ey).

Proposition 3.11. Let (Fy, E,), (G1, E1) € SS(X)g, and (Fy, Es), (G, Es) € SS(Y)g,.
Then

(i) g, x (Fy, By) = (F1, E1) x P, = Pp,xpy;

(i) ((F1, E1) x (F2, E2)) N ((G1, E1) x (G2, E»)) = ((F1, E1) N (G, Ex)) x ((F2, E2) N
(G2, E2)).

Proof. (i) Let ®g, = (¢1, E1) and ®g, = (¢pa, Es). Then we have

(F1 X ¢2)(e1, e2) = Fi(er) X ¢a(ea) = Fi(er) x 0 =10
=0 x Fy(ez) = ¢1(e1) x Fy(ez) = (g1 x Fy)(ey, e2).
This implies (i).

(11) Let (F1XF2,E1XE2)Q(G1 XGQ,E1XE2) = (H, E1XE2), (Fl,El)ﬂ<G1,E1) = (I,El)
and (FQ,EQ) N (GQ,EQ) = (J, Eg) Then

H(ey,e2) = (Fy x Fy)(e1,e2) N (Gy x Ga)(eq,e) =

(Fi(e1) x Fa(e2)) N (Giler) x Ga(ea)) =
(Fi(e1) N Gi(er)) x (Fa(e2) N Gales)) =
I(e1) x J(ez) = (I x J)(eq,ez).

Therefore, (H7 i x Eg) = (], El) X (J, Eg) O

Proposition 3.12. Let (X, 7, E1) and (Y, 19, Es) be soft spaces. Let B = {(F, Ey) X
(G, E9)|(F,Ey) € 11, (G,E2) € 1o} and T be the collection of all arbitrary union of
elements of B. Then 7 is a soft topology over X x Y.
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Proof. We have &g, = (¢1, E;) € 71 and bp, = (P2, Es) € To. Then, by Proposition
311, (I)E'l X q)EQ = q)Elez € 7. Moreover X = (X,El) €Emn and Y = (K EQ) € To.
Then X x Y = (X x Y, E; x E,) such that the following holds

(X xY)(er,e2) = X(e1) x Y(ea) = X x Y,

for each (e1,e2) € E; x Es. Therefore, XxY = XxY € 7. Let (F,Ey X E5),
(G,Ey x Ey) € 7. There exist the elements (F,, E1) X (Ga, E2), (Fp, E1) x (G, E»),
a€l, e, of Bsuch that

(F, By x B) = | J((Fa x G, Ex x Ey)),

acl

(G,E1 x Ey) = | J((Fs x G, By x E)).
BeJ

Let (H, Ey x Ey) = (F, E1 X E2) N (G, Ey x Ey). Then, we have

H(el, 62) == F(Gh 62) N G(el, 62)
= (U (Faler) x Gale2))) N ({J (Fsler) x Gslez)))

—ﬁg} [ LéJJ((Fa(el) X Ga<62)§) N (Fs(er) x Gﬁ<€2))]
=ﬂL€JJ L;<<Fa<el) x Ga(e2)) N (Fa(er) x Gp(e2)))
ggj a(e1) N Fa(er)) x (Gale2) N Gpler)))
_ g J((Fa N Fp)(e1) x (Go N Gp)(e2))

- :g;(F N Fs x Ga N Gg)(er, ).

This shows that

(H By x B)= | ] ((FanFp) x (GaNGp), By x Ep) =
ael,ped
U ((FanFs,Er) x (Ga NGy, By)).

ael,pe

This implies that (H, F; X E,) € 7. Finally, It is obvious that an arbitrary union of
elements of 7 is an elements in 7. This completes the proof. Il

Let (X, 71, E1) and (Y, 12, E5) be soft spaces. Then the soft space (X xY, 7, Fy X E3)
as defined in previous proposition is called soft product topological space over X x Y.
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Proposition 3.13. Let (F, E;) and (G, Ey) be soft sets in SS(X)g, and SS(Y)g,,
respectively. Then,

((F,Ey) x (G, Ey)) = ((F,Ey) x Y)U (X x (G, Ey)).
Proof. Let (F x G, Ey x Ey) = ((F x G)', By X E). Then,
(F'x G)'(e1,2) = (X xY) = (F(e1) X Glez)) = [(X = F(e1)) x YJU[X x (Y = G(e2))].
On the other hand,
(F,E) xY)U (X x (G, Ey)) = (F' xY,Ey x BEy)U(X x G, Ey x Ey).

Let us denote this soft set by (H, E; X Es). Then we have

H(ey,eq)=(F" xY)(er,e2) U(X X G')(e1,e9) = (F'(e1) X Y) U (X x G'(e2))
(X Pl x V) U (X x (¥ - Glea))

This completes the proof. O

Corollary 3.14. Let (F, Ey) and (G, Es) be soft closed set in soft topological spaces
(X, 71, Ey) and (Y, 7o, Es), respectively. Then (F, E1) x (G, Es) is soft closed set in soft
product space (X X Y, 7, By X Es).

Proof. 1t is obvious that (F, E;)’, X are soft open sets in (X, 7y, 1) and (G, E,), Y
are soft open sets in (Y, 75, Ey). Now, Proposition 3.13 implies that ((F, Ey) x (G, Es))’
is soft open in (X x Y, 7, E} X E,). This completes the proof. [

3.3 Soft Hausdorff Topological Spcase

We are going to define soft Hausdorff topological spaces [5, 10, 11] and study some
properties of these spaces.

Let (X, 7, E) be a soft topological space over X and z,y € X such that x # y.
If there exist soft open sets (F, F) and (G, F) such that x € (F,F),y € (G,FE) and
(F,E)N (G, E) = &g, then (X, 7, E) is called a soft Ty-space or soft Hausdorff.

Proposition 3.15. Let (F, Ey) and (G, Ey) be soft sets in SS(X)g, and SS(Y)g,,
respectively. Suppose that x € (F, Ey) andy € (G, Ey). Then (x,y) € (F, E1) x (G, Es),
and vice versa.

Proof. By the hypothesis, we have z € [ F(e;) and y € ,,cp, G(e2). Therefore,

e1€Fq

(z,y) € ([ Fler) x ([ Gle2)) (1 (Fler) x Glea))

e1€F ex€F> (e1,e2)EE1 X Eo

= ﬂ (F X G)(Gl,eg).

(e1,e2)EE1 X E>
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This shows that (z,y) € (F, E1) x (G, Ey). Conversely is similar. O
Proposition 3.16. The product of two soft Hausdorff spaces is soft Hausdorff.

Proof. Let (X, 7, Ey) and (Y, 72, E3) be soft Hausdorff spaces. we consider distinct
points (z1,y1) and (z2,y2) of X x Y. Without loss of generality let x1 # x5. Then there
exist soft open sets (F, Fy) and (G, E4) in (X, 7, Ey) such that z; € (F, Ey),xs € (G, Ey)
and (F, E1) N (G, Ey) = ®g,. By Proposition 3.15 we have,

(w1,9) € (F,E) XY, (23,40) € (G, By) x Y.
These soft sets are soft open in (X x Y, 7, E1 X E5). Finally Proposition 3.11 shows that
(F,E)) x Y)N (G, E1) X Y) = gy,

This completes the proof. O

Proposition 3.17. Let {(F,, B)}acs be an arbitrary family of soft sets in SS(V)p.
Then, f,,'(Uacs(Fa, B)) = Uacsfpu (Fa, B)

Proof. Let Uyes(Fo, B) = (F,B), where F(b) = U, F,(b), for each b € B. Then
fljul(F, B) = (f;l(F),A), where

u

fod (F) (@) = u™ (F(p(a)) = v (UsesFa(p(a))) = Uaesu™ (Fa(p(a))),

for each a € A. On the other hand if
Uaes ;;Ll(Faa B) = Ua€J<fp_u1(F0¢)7 A) = (G, A),

then,
G(a) = Unes fr! (Fa)(a) = Usesu™ (Fa(p(a))),

for each a € A. This completes the proof. O

Lemma 3.18. Let the soft topological space (V,7', B) is given by soft basis B. Then
fpu 15 soft pu-continuous if the inverse image of every soft basis element is soft open.

Proof. We consider f,, : SS(U)a — SS(V)p. Let (F,B) be a soft open set in soft
space (V, 7', B). We can write

(F7 B) = UaEJ(FaaB)a

where B = {(Fjp, B) }ger is a soft basis of (V, 7, B) and J C I. By Proposition 3.17, we
have
f;[;}(Fa B) = Uaes piul(FomB)u
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that is a soft open set in (U, 1, A). O]

Let (X, 7, E) and (X, 7o, E) be soft topological spaces. Then the following hold:
(i) if 7 C 7o, then 7y is soft finer than 7y;
(ii) if 4 C 79, then 7y is soft strictly finer than 7q;
(iii) if ; € 7 or 7 C 74, then 7y is soft comparable with 7.
Then, we have the following.

Proposition 3.19. Let (X, 7o, E) be a soft connected space and 7y C 1o. Then (X, 11, E)
18 soft connected.

Proof. Suppose to the contrary that (F, E), (G, F) is a soft separation of X with soft
topology 1. Since 71 C 7y, then (F, E) and (G, F) is a soft separation of X with soft
topology 75. This is a contradiction. Therefore (X, 1, E') is soft connected. Il

Definition 3.20. Let (X, 7, E') be a soft topological space over X and (F, E) be a soft
set over X. Then the soft closure of (F, E) denoted by (F, E) is the intersection of all
soft closed super sets of (F, E).

Proposition 3.21. Let (X, 7, F) be a soft topological space over X and (F,E) be a
soft set over X. If x € (F, F), then every soft open set (U, E) containing x intersects
(F,E).

Proof. Let x € (F,E). Let there is a soft open set (U, E) containing z such that
(F,E) N (U, E) = ®p. Proposition 3.6 of [12] shows that (F, E)C(U, E)’. Therefore
)JC(U, E). Hence x € (U, E)N (U, E). This is a contradiction. Therefore (F, E)N
) 4 Dp. O

The following example shows that the converse of Proposition 3.21 is not true.

Example 3.22. Let

X = {h17h27h3}7 E = {61762}7 T = {(I)EaXJ (FI)E)a (F27E)7 B (F307E)}7

where Fiy, Fy, ..., F3 are given in Example 9 of [11]. Then (X, 7) is a soft topological
space over X. We consider the soft set (Fys, E), where

Fys(er) = {ha},  Foslea) = X.
It is easy to see that the following hold

(Fos, E) = (Fas, E),  hy & (Fos, E).

But for every soft open set (F, E) containing h; we have (F, E) N (Fys, E) # $p.
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Theorem 3.23. Let (Y, 7y, E) be a soft connected subspace of (X, 7, E). If (Y, E)C(Z, E)C(Y, E),
then (Z,77, E) is also soft connected.

Proof. Suppose to the contrary that (Z, E)N (U, E), (Z, E)N(V, E) is a soft separation
of Z. By Proposition 3.4, we have

Y = (¥, B) N (U.E) U [(Y, )N (V. E)].
It is easy to see that
(Y, E) N (U.E) N (Y, B) N (V, E)) = .
If (Y,E)N (U, E) = ®p, then N
(Y, E)C(U, EY.

Therefore (Z, E)C(Y, E)C(U, E). This shows that (Z, E) N (U, E) = ®5. This is a
contradiction. Hence
Y,E)N(U,E) # ®p.

By a similar reason, we have (Y, E) N (V. E) # ®p. Therefore (Y, E)N (U, E), (Y, E)N
(V,E) is a soft separation of Y. This is a contradiction. Therefore (Z, 7z, E) is soft
connected. O

Remark: There are some differences between topological space and soft topological
spaces. The following examples exhibit some of them.

Example 3.24. Let X be a nonempty set, £ = {ej, e} and

T =A%p, X, (F, E), (F, E)} where
Fi(er) =0, Fi(es) =X, Fy(er) =X, Fyles) =0.

Then (X, 7, E) is a soft topological space and it is easy to see that (Fy, F), (Fy, F) is
a soft separation of (X, E). Therefore a soft space (X, 7, F) with |X| = 1 can be soft
disconnected.

Example 3.25. Let X be anonempty set, Y = {h}, E = {e1,e2}, 1 = {(F1, E), (F2, E)}
and ™ = {(leE)a (G27 E)a (Gi’n E)7 <G47E)} Where:

Fi(er) = Fi(es) = X, Fy(er) = Fa(ex) =0,
and
Gi(e1) = Ga(ea) = Gs(er) = Ga(ea) =Y, Gi(ex) = Go(er) = Galer) = Gy(ez) = 0.

Then (X, 7, E) and (Y, 7, E) are soft spaces. Now, we consider soft open sets (F} X
G1,E x E) and (F} x G, E x E) of the soft product space. Then

(F1 x Gh)(er, e1) = (F1 x G1)(e2,e1) = (F1 X Ga)(e1, €2) = (F1 x Ga)(ea, €2) = X X Y,
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and
(Fl X Gl)(61,62) = (F1 X Gl)((iz,eg) = (F1 X Gg)(61,€1) = (Fl X Gg)(eg,el) = @

Therefore (F} x Gy, E X E), (F1 X Go, E' X E) is a soft separation of X x Y. Hence, the
soft space (X x Y, E x E) is not soft connected.

Theorem 3.26. Let (X, 7, E) and (Y, 72, E) be two soft connected topological spaces.
Let each soft subset ({x}, E') be soft connected as a soft subspace of (X, 71, E). Then
the soft cartesian product of these two soft spaces is soft connected.

Proof. We exhibit the proof of this theorem in three steps.

Stepl. We show that there exists a soft subspace ({y}, E) of (Y, F) that is soft
connected. Suppose to the contrary that for every y € Y, ({y}, E') has a soft separation
(Fyy, E), (Gyy, E), such that F,(e) = F,(e) N{y} and Gy,(e) = Gy(e) N {y}, where
(F,, E) and (G, E) are soft open sets over X. Then

(Y, E) = U({y},E) = U((FyyaE) (Gyy, E))S U (U Gy, E).

yey yey yey yey

Obviously, (Uyey Fy, E) and (Uyey Gy, E) are different from ®p. Let (U yeyF E)nN
(Uyey Gy, E) # ®p. Therefore Fy(e) N Gy (e) # 0, for some e € E and y,y’ € Y. This
implies that y = y'. This is a contradiction. Therefore (Uyey Fyy, E), (Uyey Gyy, E) is a
soft separation of (Y, F) that is impossible.

Step2. We choose a base point (z,y) € X x Y and by Step 1, we can assume
that ({y}, E) is soft connected. Suppose to the contrary that (X x {y}, £ x E) is not
soft connected. Therefore there exists a soft separation Uyea Ugep ((Fu, E) X (Gg, E)),
Usyec Upep ((Fy, E) x (G, E)) of X x {y}. We can deduce that

(X x{yh ExE)=(|J |JWF. xGp), ExEYU (| |J(F, x Gy, Ex E),

acA BeB veC neD

and

(J UF.x G ExE)yn(|J J(F, xG,).ExE)

a€A BeB ~EC neED

= U U UFE.NE)x(GsnGy)),E x E) = Ppup

a€A BeB veC neD
Moreover,
<{y}7E>:(U(Gﬂ7E)) (U GmE UGB7 (UG’WE)
pBeB nebD BEB nebD

It is easy to see that (UgepGg, ) and (U,epG,, E) are different from ®p. Since ({y}, E)
is soft connected, we have (UgepGpg, E) N (UyepGyy, E) # ®p. Therefore
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(J U@GsnG,).E) # o

BeB neD
This implies that Gg(e) N G,(e) # 0 for some e € E, § € B and n € D. On the
other hand (X, E) = (UaeaFu, E) U (UyecFy, E). Since (X, E) is soft connected then
(Fou N Fy)(e) # 0, for some € € E, o € A and v € C. Therefore ((F, N F,) x (GgN
G,))(e,e) # 0. Hence

<U U U U((FamF’Y>X (GﬁmGn))vEXE)#(I)ExE-

a€A BeB vEC nED

This is a contradiction. Therefore (X x {y}, £ x E) is soft connected. By hypothesis
and a similar way ({z}’ x Y, E' x E) is soft connected, for each 2’ € X

Step 3. Now, we complete the proof. As aresult (T, Ex E) = (({2'} xY)U (X x
{y}), E x E) is soft connected, for each 2’ € X, being the union of two soft connected
subspace that have non-null intersection. It is easy to see that (X x Y, E x FE) is soft
connected, where (X X Y, E' X E) = Upex(({2'} xY)U (X x {y}), E x E), because it
is the union of a collection of soft connected subspace that have non-null intersection
containing ({z} x {y}, F x E). This completes the proof. O

Question. At the end we pose a natural question here: Is the soft cartesian product
of two soft connected spaces soft connected?
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