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RELIGIOUS STORY IN THE POETRY OF ALGERIAN
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Abstract: Intertextuality is considered as one of the most distinct
techniques, which modern poets attended to and took an interest in it as a
sort that gives the text enrichment and abundance.

This research takes up a kind of intertextuality in the poetry of
Mustapha Mohamed al-Ghomari.

The meaning of the term intertextuality is given after presenting a
theoretical introduction.

Keywords: Intertextuality, the religious story, al-Ghomari, aesthetic,
conversational.

MUSTAFA EL-GUMARI EL-CEZAIRI’NIN
SIIRLERINDE DiNi OYKU

Oz: Metinlerarasilik, modern sairlerin ilgilendigi ve metni zenginlesti-
ren bir yontem olarak gordiikleri en farkli tekniklerden biri sayilir.
Bu ¢alismada, Mustafa Muhammed el-Gumari’nin siirlerinde goriilen
metinlerarasilik ele alinmustir.
Teorik bir girisin ardindan metinlerarasilik kavraminin anlami tizerinde
durulmustur.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Metinlerarasilik, dini oykii, el-Gumari, estetik,
diyalog.
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SUMMARY

RELIGIOUS STORY IN THE POETRY OF MUSTAFA
GHOMARI ALGERIAN

Riyaz b. es-Seyh el-HUSEYIN *

This paper examines the phenomenon of intertextuality as an artistic tech-
nique that interests poets of the modern era, because it constitutes a field of inter-
section of several texts; what gives the present text richness taking it away from
direct style and oratory.

This idea focuses on studying one of the types of intertextuality in the poetry
of Mustapha Mohamed al-Ghomari, the Algerian poet, I mean the intertextuality
with the religious story which forms a vital topic that had not been enough stud-
ied by scholars.

The idea was divided into two parts: the first one is theoretical based on the
definition of the term by searching, in the Arab heritage, the origins of inter-
textuality. The second one is an applied study made on the texts of Mustapha
al-Ghomari as a sample showing that the modern Algerian poetry has taken ad-
vantage from this technique as an aesthetic tool which enriches the meaning. The
idea of intertextuality had taken shape in the postmodern era, i.e. the phase of
deconstructive criticism.

The paper deals with the concept of intertextuality as an artistic term having
several definitions; however, no one constitutes the sententious one, whereas the
general definition that may be deduced remains that: the intertextuality is a cor-
relation of texts, i.e. an interference of some texts with another text in different
ways.

Thanks to the researcher Julia Kristeva for the emergence of this critical term
in the modern era. The modern criticism lesson considers the intertextuality, in
its modern concept, as one of the characteristics of the structure of the text and
its meaning. This is why any study intended to be practiced on texts according to
the correlation of texts must indicate the real interactivity with texts whether in
terms of shape or subject; so that the present text earns richness reflected in the

*Assist. Prof. Dr., al-Amir Abd al-Qadir Islamic Sciences University, Faculty of Arts and Islamic
Civilization, Department of Arabic Language, Constantine, Algeria (r.bencheikh@hotmail.com).
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multiplicity of explanations and interpretations through several readings made by
experienced readers having the ability to deconstruct the structure of the text to
extract the hidden meaning.

It is useful to say that intertextuality is a technique, its signs appeared for the
first time in Europe, at the hands of Russian formalists as stipulated by Tchaik-
ovsky; before what it was known “The concept of dialogism in the field of liter-
ature” in the writings of the Russian semiotician researcher Mikhail Bakhtine;
this is what strengthens the idea that the approach of intertextuality begun with
Russian critics and taken final shape by the Bulgarian researcher Julia Kristeva
along with other researchers.

Concerning the origins of this term in the Arab lesson, texts and citations
show that Arab critics understood the meaning of this term, starting with /bn
Rachiq al-Qayrawani and then Ibn Khaldoun. This term was also known among
the Arab critics and rhetoric scholars by other denominations as: Tadmine (in-
clusion), Talmih (allusion), and Igtibass (borrowing), etc. or through inviting the
poet to read and memorize other’s poems to develop his talent before starting
creativity, or also by talking about the interference between texts whether in letter
or meaning.

Each of al-Jahid, Ibn Salam al-Jumahi, al-Qalqashandi, Abdul Qahir al-Jur-
jani, Ibn Tabatiba and Abu Hilal al-Askari made reference to what may indicate
this term.

In the modern Arab criticism lesson, the term of intertextuality gained clarity
and powerful presence and knew substantial recovery at the hands of a group of
critics such as Mifiah al-Maghribi and Mohammed Bennis who called it as “7Tex-
tual Interference” to replace it by another term.

The criticism lesson considers that the intertextuality researchers in Arab
world, such as Mohammed Bennis, assumes that there are rules controlling the
phenomenon of intertextuality.

Mohammed Bennis stipulated that the rules which may help the researcher to
create difference between interactive and conversational texts are: ruminating,
absorption and dialogue.

- The second part of this paper’s idea is the applied side and the research of in-

teractivity between poetic and religious narrative texts in the poems of Mustapha
al-Ghomari, so that their places in the poetic text will be discovered; because
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al-Ghomari started from and used it to emerge its central idea via other ideas
bunched in his creative production. So, al-Ghomari made use of religious story
to illustrate his poetic experience to interpret what was hard to be understood by
the reader, in order to make him merge and react with the universe of the text.

The intertextuality in al-Ghomari’s poetry is characterized by the frequent
mention of famous people belonging to different eras full of semantic load rich of
meanings; taking the reader’s memory to the past; pushing him to relive history;
calling real story commemorating the exploits of former folks that had distinct
presence in history; because the scholars and critics are no longer considering the
name as a simple linguistic sign indicating a known person; this is why we found
them focusing on its function in the poetic texts. Because it cares complex reper-
cussions that connect it to historical stories and indicates, much or slightly, heroes
and places belonging to cultures spatially and temporally spaced.

The poetic texts of al-Ghomari are more attached to the past due to its intel-
lectual and reforming nature; so that the poet takes a refuge in heritage to protect
himself and turns to it in hard times to repel the attacks of his opponents who try
to disturb his identity, struck its bases and destabilize everything related to his
ancestors. He takes care to be linked to the past and back to his origins convincing
the reader to keep his identity and preserve its components exposed to violation.

When exposing religious story, al-Ghomari did not preserve its content as it
was mentioned in its original texts (such as Quran and exegesis books), he freely
modified it in order to be adequate with the poetic structure whether in letter or
meaning, this obliged the reader to be conversant with the religious story, its con-
text and how it was merged with the poetic text. The poet uses the story according
to the sentimental situation and poetic feeling that forces him to stop in the ade-
quate story paragraph in the text, so he do not call the story moment with its exact
meaning but he adds to original narrative material new elements brought from the
living reality in order to formulate a new context, an intellectual and artistic view.

Actually, Mustapha al-Ghomari was able, through a rich poetic material, to
materialize clearly the phenomenon of Intertextuality via miscellaneous poetic
samples.
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