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READING THE LANGUAGE AND RHYTHM IN
THE STRUCTURE OF ANCIENT ARABIC POETRY:
IMRU’L-QAYS
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Abstract: The Arabic poem was able to preserve its structure for cen-
turies since it was discovered by the critics of the second century of Hijrah,
who discovered poems of al-Muhalhil, Imru’l-Qays and ‘Antara which
were written one hundred fifty years before Islam. The Hanged (Mualaga)
poem of Imru’l-Qays was a unique poem to follow up the characteristics
of the ancient Arabic poetry’s structure, so many papers were written about
it. This paper is taking up this Hanged poem in a modern view, focusing
on the language and the rhythm which are the basic pillars of the ancient
Arabic poetry.

Keywords: The Arabic poem, structure, Imru’l-Qays, rhythm, the im-
age, the meaning.

ESKIi ARAP SIIRI’NIN YAPISINDA DIL VE AHENK:
IMRU’L-KAYS

Oz: Arap siiri seklini asirlar boyu korumustur. islamiyet’ten yiiz elli
yil énce yazilmis olan el-Muhelhil, imru’l-Kays ve ‘Antere’nin siirlerini
kesfeden, hicretin ikinci yilinda yasamis elestirmenler tarafindan kesfedil-
mistir. Ozellikle, Muallaka sairlerinden Imru’l-Kays’in siirleri eski Arap
siirinin bigim 6zelliklerini gérmek agisindan essizdir. Onun hakkinda pek
¢ok caligma yapilmistir. Bu makale, eski Arap siirinin temel unsurlari olan
vezin ve dile odaklanarak, adi gecen Muallaka siirine modern bir bakis
agist getirmeye caligmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap siiri, bicim, 1mru’l-Kays, vezin, imge, anlam.
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SUMMARY

READING THE LANGUAGE AND RHYTHM IN
THE STRUCTURE OF ANCIENT ARABIC POETRY:
IMRU’L-QAYS

Ramazan OMER*

The Arabic poem was able to maintain its formal structure and pass through
consecutive centuries since it was first revealed at the hands of critics of the sec-
ond century of Hijra, a hundred and fifty years before the mission of the Prophet,
at the time of poems of al-Muhalhil b. Rabi’a, Imru’l-Qays, Antara, et al.

The Arabic Hanged Poems, well known as “al-Mualaqat”, formed a rich
resource for critics to explore the features of structure in the formation of an-
cient Arabic poetry about which I conducted many studies; however, I wanted
to broach the topic in a modern methodology where I focused on two principles
of structural formation, which I considered as two pillars of structure of ancient
poetry, namely: language and rhythm.

It has been shown in the research that the completion of a poem_ aesthetical-
ly occurred as a result to that innate embrace between language, with its formal
and semantic aspects, and rhythm in its lyrical nature, and thus concluded that the
Arabic poem was full of aesthetic connotations, represented the highest poetic
levels of the embrace of its elements through the structure of the sentences of
poetry, and artistic imagery, right down to poetic unity, embodied in semantic
psychological unity and rhythmic aesthetic unity.

Given that, this study emphasized on a masterpiece of the ancient poetry
called Hanged Poem of Imru’l-Qays since the researcher believed that its struc-
ture was the closest to what might be called “the structure of ancient poem” as it
represented a good model structurally and artistically for this study.

After the preface, I addressed the concept of structure linguistically and idi-
omatically then I moved on deeply to discuss the structure of the Arabic poem.

I began with the structure of language since language is the container of
thought and poetry, the source of semantics, and the tool of rhythm. There is

* Assist. Prof. Dr., Harran University, Faculty of Theology,Chair of Arabic Language and Rhetoric
(ramadan.omer@yahoo.com).
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no completeness of beauty without language; poetry lies in the logic of a poetic
language. A poem is a text that its sentences and verses are formed through a
transparent expressive language where meanings, words, rthythm, imagery, and
imagination are all integrated together.

The Arabic poem is lyrical in nature as proven by more than one researcher.
Thus, talking about the structure of the rhythm goes in line with the vision and
proposition of the writer. Rhythm and rhyme are two main pillars of the Arabic
poem without which it cannot be constructed; moreover, they are considered as
the foundation stones in the music of the external poem.

These relationships formed through a synthesizing system where rhythm is
part of it tempted us to talk about the aesthetic of the rhythm which is conducive
to aesthetic of significance where the linguistic relations are shaped within the
poetic text through interconnected texture where each part of the texture impact
on the other integral parts. Rhythmic impact, for example, eloquently affect the
aesthetic of the image as both will embrace with meaning to bring about the de-
sired cohesion and to build the emotional poetic unity that we talked about earlier.
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