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Oz

Bu calismada, i¢ savas nedeniyle tlkelerini terk ederek Turkiye'ye siginan Suriyelilere
yonelik toplumsal algiya odaklanilmaktadir. Calismada, “Oteki'nin filozofu” olarak bilinen
Emmanuel Levinas'in Ben ve Oteki arasindaki yiiz ytize iliski zemininde betimledigi,
Oteki'ne kars1 sorumluluga dayanan etik anlayis1 baslangi¢ noktasi olarak alinmistir.
Calismada, Levinas'in dustncelerinden yola cikilarak Suriyeli siginmacilarla karsilasan
kisilerin, onlarin maruz kaldiklar siddeti nasil anlamlandirdiklar: incelenmis ve yiz ytuze
iliskinin, iliskiden onceki alg1 ve tutumlarda degisiklige yol acip agmadig1 sorusuna yanit
aranmistir. Bu cercevede, Arapca bilen ya da Suriyeli siginmacilarla gorevleri geregi
terciman aracihigiyla yiz yiize iletisim kurabilen sekiz kisiyle derinlemesine gorusmeler
yapilmustir. Suriyeli siginmacilarla ytiz yuze iliski kuran, onlarin hikayelerini dogrudan
kendilerinden dinleyen katilimcilarin, Levinas felsefesinde oldugu gibi, ilk olarak
rahatsizlik duyduklari, daha sonra ise kendilerini sorguladiklar ve Otekine karst
sorumluluk hissettikleri gortulmustur. Yuz ytze iliskinin katilimcilarin siginmacilarla
empati kurmasina da neden oldugu ve ytiz yuze iliskiden sonra katilimcilarin siginmacilara
iliskin alg1 ve tutumlarinin olumlu yonde degistigi tespit edilmistir. Calismada, bu
bulgulardan hareketle, siginmacilara yonelik ayrimcilik, yabanci dusmanligi ve irk¢iligin
onlenmesinde ytiz yuze iliskinin de énemli bir rol oynayabilecegi ileri sirilmektedir. Bu
baglamda, Suriyeli siginmacilarla farkl platformlarda yuz yize iletisim kurma olanaklari
yaratilmasi ve yuz ytize iletisimin 6ntinde engel olusturan dil sorununun asilmasi yonunde
etkili adimlar atilmas1 6nerilmektedir.
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Bu makale, 1-3 Aralik 2016 tarihleri arasinda Ortadogu Teknik Universitesinde diizenlenen VIII.
Ulusal Sosyoloji Kongresinde sozlit olarak sunulan “Oteki ile Temas Baglaminda Suriyeli Sigin-
macilarn Yasadiklar: Siddetin Anlamlandirilmast” baslikli bildirinin genisletilmis halidir.
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Transformative Encounters:
A Study on Perceptions about Syrian
Asylum Seekers in the Light of Levinas’
Philosophy”

Didem Tuncay

Abstract

This study focuses on the public perception of Syrians who left their country to flee the
civil war and took refuge in Turkey. The conception of ethics based on responsibility for
the Other, which Emmanuel Levinas, known as the “the philosopher of the Other”
described on the ground of face-to-face relationship between I and the Other was used as
the starting point, with the aim to see how people who encounter Syrian asylum seekers,
perceive the violence they have been subjected to, and to examine whether face-to-face
relationship lead to a change in previous perceptions and attitudes. To this end, in-depth
interviews were conducted with eight people who were either Arabic-speaking, or in a
position of communicating face-to-face with Syrian asylum seekers through an interpreter
as part of their professions. The interviews revealed that participants who had face-to-face
relationship with Syrian asylum seekers and who were able to listen to their stories felt
discomfort at first, then came to question themselves, and developed feelings of
responsibility towards the Other, as defined in the philosophy of Levinas. It was
determined that face-to-face relationship led the participants to empathize with the asylum
seekers as well, and that their perceptions and attitudes towards asylum seekers changed
positively. Based on these findings, this study argues that face-to-face relationships can
also play an important role in preventing discrimination against asylum seekers,
xenophobia and racism. In this context, it suggests that opportunities for face-to-face
communication with Syrian asylum seekers should be created on various platforms, and
effective steps should be taken to overcome the language barrier.
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This paper is an expanded version of the paper entitled “Interpretation of the Violence to which
Syrian Asylum Seekers Have Been Subjected in the context of Contact with the Other”, which was
presented at the 8th National Congress of Sociology, held in Middle East Technical University,
December 1-3, 2016.
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