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ABSTRACT
The present research study investigated the catch-per-unit-effort (CPUE, kg/h) and biomass of Par-
apenaeus longirostris in consideration of three parameters, i.e. seasons, regions, and depth levels. 
Beam trawls were used to collect the specimens at a total of 229 sampling stations in the Sea of 
Marmara between September 2011 and July 2014. In the Sea of Marmara, the mean CPUE of P. 
longirostris was calculated to be 8.4±0.5 kg h-1 , and the mean biomass to be 354 kg/km-2. The 
mean CPUE value was at its highest in summer and autumn, and the lowest was observed in winter 
and spring. The by-region mean CPUE value of P. longirostris was the highest in the northern Sea 
of Marmara (14.3±1.9 kg h-1), and the lowest was detected in the south (3.6±1.0 kg h-1). The highest 
biomass value was found at a depth of 50-100 m, in the northern Sea of Marmara, while the lowest 
was calculated in the southeastern Sea of Marmara. 
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INTRODUCTION

The crustacean Parapenaeus longirostris is 
widely distributed from the eastern Atlantic to 
the Mediterranean Sea. In the Mediterranean 
Sea, P. longirostris is found between 20 and 900 
meters but abundant between 100 and 400 me-
ters (Politou, Tserpes, & Dokos, 2008).

P. longirostris is the most important commer-
cially valuable crustacean along the coasts of 
the Mediterranean Sea (Sbrana, Viva, & Belcari, 
2006). Besides, it is the primary crustacean spe-
cies that is caught in the Sea of Marmara by 
beam trawl (Zengin et al., 2004). Since trawl fish-
ing is forbidden, fishermen commonly use 
beam trawls for shrimp fishing. The southwest-
ern part, especially the Kapıdağ Peninsula, is 
known as the most efficient fishing area for this 
species in the Sea of Marmara. Shrimp fishing 
with beam trawl can be legally performed in the 

Sea of Marmara between September 1 and De-
cember 1, and between February 1 and April 14

The amount of captured deep-water rose 
shrimp in the Turkish seas decreased between 
2007 to 2018. The amount of shrimp in 2007, 
amounting to 2761 tonnes, decreased to 1413 
tonnes in 2010.  A capture of 2500 tonnes in 
2014 sharply fell in the following years to rise to 
3213 tonnes in 2018 (Figure 1), when 1854 
tonnes of rose shrimp were captured in the Sea 
of Marmara, 1234 tonnes in the Aegean Sea, 
and 124 tonnes in the Mediterranean Sea. The 
per-kilogram price for P. longirostris increased 
from 10 Turkish Liras in 2014 to 20 Turkish Liras 
in 2018 (TUIK, 2019). Gradual year-to-year de-
crease in the captured shrimps translated into 
raised prices.

Despite its commercial importance, research on 
deep-water rose shrimp is exiguous. The related 
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literature incorporates some studies on its distribution, biology, 
bycatch, selectivity, and population in the Turkish waters (Deval, 
Bök, Ateş, & Özbilgin, 2006; Demirci & Hoşsucu, 2007; Manaşırlı, 
Avşar, & Yeldan, 2008; Tosunoğlu, Akyol, Dereli, & Yapıcı, 2009; Öz-
türk, 2009; Bök, Göktürk, & Kahraman, 2011). Moreover, a few 
studies were observed to investigate catch composition and CPUE 
in the Sea of Marmara (Zengin et al., 2004; Bayhan, Çiçek, Ünlüer, 
Akkaya, 2006; Erten, 2009; Yazıcı, Ismen, Altınağaç, & Ayaz, 2006). 
These studies do not cover the entire area and are limited to the 
northern and southern Sea of Marmara.

This study is the most detailed monitoring study including the 
highest number of data collection stations and sampling dura-
tions. The aim is to determine the existing stock status of the 
species and to obtain the much-needed data for the fishing man-
agement authority, which is important for the regional and sea-
sonal restrictions. Furthermore, establishing the productive areas 
is another likely beneficial result considered important for fisher-
men due to the commercial value of this species.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The monthly data were collected during the beam trawl surveys 
aboard the fishery vessel in the Sea of Marmara between Sep-
tember 2011 and July 2014. For the purpose of the study, 229 
beam trawl hauls were carried out. The trawls feature a cod-end 
mesh size of 32 mm. The average towing speed was 2.5 knots for 
30 min at depths ranging from 50 to 160 m within two depth con-
tours, i.e 50-100 m and 100-200 m. Considering the fishing areas 
of shrimp fishermen, the Sea of Marmara was divided into six re-
gions, namely 1: Erdek, 2: Tekirdağ, 3: Marmara Island, 4: the 
Kapıdağ Peninsula, 5: Yalova, and 6: Silivri (Figure 2).

The targeted, incidental, and discarded catches were separately 
weighed (Alverson, Freeberg, Murawski, & Pope, 1994). The 
length and weight measurements of all the species were per-
formed in a laboratory. 

The catch-per-unit-effort (CPUE) values (kg h-1) were determined 
and the mean values were computed based on seasons, loca-
tions, and depths. Biomass (kg/km2) estimations were calculated 
by the swept area method (Sparre & Venema, 1998).  The swept 
area (a) for each hauling was estimated by the following formula; 
a = v×t×h×X (v=velocity of the trawl over the ground when trawl-

ing, t=time spent for trawling, h=length of the head-rope, X: 
fraction of the head-rope length which is equal to the width of 
the path swept by the beam trawl).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A total catch of 4.2 tonnes were sampled by using beam trawls in 
the Sea of Marmara between September 2011 and July 2014. 
The most weight-wise abundant catch was observed for inverte-
brate species, accounting for 60% of the total capture except for 
P. longirostris.  The target species P. longirostris comprised 1.05 
tonnes (25%) of the total catch. The teleost and cartilaginous fish 
were a small part (13% and 2%, respectively) of the catch. 

The mean CPUEs were calculated to be 36.6±4.8 kg h-1, 4.7±0.3 
kg h-1, 0.8±0.1 kg h-1, and 22.6±4.6 kg h-1 for the total catch, tele-
ost fish, cartilaginous fish, and invertebrate species, respectively. 
The mean CPUE of P. longirostris was found to be 8.4±0.5 kg h-1 
in the Sea of Marmara. The CPUE value was the highest in sum-
mer and autumn and the lowest in winter and spring. Consider-
ing the depths and seasons, the highest seasonal CPUE of P. lon-
girostris was determined to be 14.7±2.0 kg h-1 in spring 2013 at a 
depth of 100-200 m. The difference between the CPUE values of 
summer 2013 and spring 2014 was found to be statistically signif-
icant (p<0.05, ANOVA) (Table 1). In terms of the depth contours, 
these values were calculated to 8.5 kg h-1 at 50-100 m and 7 kg h-1 

at 100-200 m. However, no significant difference was observed 
for the two depth contours (p>0.05, ANOVA). The CPUE results 
in the present research was found to be similar to the other stud-
ies conducted in the Aegean Sea (Tosunoğlu et al., 2009) and the 
Mediterranean Sea (Manaşırlı et al., 2008), which report the high-
est CPUE value in the summer months. 

The mean region-based CPUE value of P. longirostris was the 
highest (14.3±1.9 kg h-1) in Silivri in the northern Sea of Marmara 
and the lowest (3.6±1.0 kg h-1) in the southeast (Yalova). Further-
more, the analysis of depth-wise CPUE change by the regions re-
vealed that the deep-water pink shrimp preferred the depths 
more than 100 m in Erdek and Yalova. In the Tekirdağ region, the 
CPUE was found to be remarkably low at depths of over 100 m. 
High human population density and polluting factors severely af-

Figure 1. Total production of P. longirostris by years in the 
Turkish Seas.

Figure 2. Study area (1. Erdek, 2. Tekirdağ, 3. Marmara Island, 
4. Kapıdağ Peninsula, 5. Yalova, and 6. Silivri).
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fect the northern Sea of Marmara. These regions have been re-
ported in previous studies to be poor in oxygen, especially in the 
summer and spring (Satılmış et al., 2017). The among-region dif-
ferences in the CPUE values were statistically significant (p<0.05, 
ANOVA). According to the Tukey’s test, regions 1, 3, and 4 (Erdek, 
Marmara Island, and Kapıdağ Peninsula) are similar in compari-
son to region 2 (Tekirdağ) and 6 (Silivri) (Table 2). It is obvious that 
the Sea of Marmara was divided into two parts, namely the north-
ern and southern Sea of Marmara, for the purpose of the study.

The annual CPUE was determined to be 7.7±0.6 kg h-1 in 2012, 
and the value rose up to 11.0±1.1 kg h-1 in 2013 and then de-
creased to the lowest value (6.5±0.9 kg h-1) in 2014.  Statistically 
significant values were observed in 2013 but not in the other 
years. (p<0.05, ANOVA). When we compared the results ob-
tained in our study with those in the studies available in Table 3, 
we realized that our CPUE results were higher than theirs except 
for Yazıcı et al. (2006). 

The mean biomass of P. longirostris was found to be 354 kg/km2 
in the Sea of Marmara. Biomass values were observed to vary by 
season, year, depth, and region. The highest biomass was repre-

sented in 2013 (480 kg/km-2), followed by the one in 2012 (297 kg/
km-2), and the lowest in 2014 (283 kg km-2) (Table 4). 

With respect to depth, relatively higher values were recorded to 
be 355.9 kg km-2 at depths of less than 50-100 m (189.1 kg/km-2; 
≥100 m). The highest biomass value was obtained in the northern 
Sea of Marmara, whereas the lowest was calculated in the south-
east.  There is only one study to have revealed the biomass of P. 
longirostris in the Sea of Marmara. Zengin et al. (2004) have 
found the highest biomass values at 50-100 m in winter. 

In previous research studies, it has been stated that different fac-
tors exert effects on the distribution of the species. Ungaro & 
Gramolini (2004) have found that water circulation, temperature, 
and geomorphological differences are effective in species distri-
bution. Guijarro, Massutí, Moranta, & Cartes (2009) state that the 
spatial-temporal differences in the density of the species are re-
lated to seabed topography, sediment composition, hydro-
graphic characteristics, and amount of nutrients in the Balearic 
Islands in the Mediterranean Sea. Tosunoğlu et al. (2009) report 
that water temperature is important for the distribution of P.lon-
girostris in the Aegean Sea. 

Table 1. CPUE values of P. longirostris by depths and seasons.

Seasons

Depth

ANOVA-Tukey Test50-100 m >100 m Mean

kg h-1 kg h-1 kg h-1

Aug. 11 9.9±1.6 - 9.9±1.6 AB
Win. 12 5.1±0.9 - 5.1±0.9 AB
Spr. 12 6.2±0.9 7.4±2.6 6.3±0.9 AB
Sum. 12 9.1±1.6 4.6 8.9±1.5 AB
Aug. 12 10.8±2.2 - 10.8±2.2 AB
Win. 13 9.1±1.7 13.6 9.3±1.7 AB
Spr. 13 10.9±2.6 14.7±2.0 11.3±2.4 AB
Sum. 13 13.7±2.7 6.1±0.1 12.9±2.5 A
Aug. 13 7.2±2.2 - 7.2±2.2 AB
Win. 14 4.7±0.7 5.1±1.7 4.7±0.7 AB
Spr. 14 4.7±1.7 3.3±1.3 4.6±1.5 B
Sum.14 12.0±3.1 5.4±0.6 11.2±2.7 AB
Mean 8.5±0.6 7.0±1.1 8.4±0.5

A, B, AB: Data sets with at least one of the same letters are significantly similar.

Table 2. CPUE values of P. longirostris by depth and region.

Depth

Regions*
Mean

1 2 3 4 5 6

kg h-1 kg h-1 kg h-1 kg h-1 kg h-1 kg h-1 kg h-1

50-100 m 5.7±0.6 11.0±1.5 8.5±1.1 6.7±0.8 3.3±1.0 14.3±1.9 8.5±0.6
>100 m 7.8±1.7 4.8 6.6±1.6 - 10.0 - 7.0±1.1
Total 5.9±0.6 10.8±1.4 8.2±1.0 6.7±0.8 3.6±1.0 14.3±1.9 8.4±0.5
ANOVA-Tukey’s Test BC AB BC BC C A

*1. Erdek, 2. Tekirdag, 3. Marmara Island, 4. Kapıdağ Peninsula, 5. Yalova, 6. Silivri; A, C, AB, BC: Data sets with at least one of the same letters are significantly similar.
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CONCLUSION

It was concluded that the knowledge of the spatio-temporal pat-
tern of P. longirostris is crucial for understanding the differences 
and for sustainable exploitation of the stock in the Sea of Marma-
ra. The amount of captured species decreased from year to year, 
which may have resulted from the increased fishing pressure on 
the species. The analyses of all the data showed that the Sea of 
Marmara had two different structures in terms of CPUE and bio-
mass, namely Northern Marmara and Southern Marmara. Popu-
lation density and polluting factors may have caused this parti-
tion. Considering the scarcity of data or estimates about beam 
trawl in Turkish fisheries, this study is thought to help guide fu-
ture research in the studied area.
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