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A Mid-Byzantine Metal Stamp from Bursa Archaeological Museum

Zeynep Sencan ALTINOLUK*

An unusual stamp attracted my attention during my work on Byzantine lead seals at Bursa Ar-
chaeological Museum'. In this study, I will try to understand the place of this stamp in the ty-
pology of Byzantine stamping implements and the identity of its owner.

The object is made of a mixture of bronze and lead. Its shape is rectangular and has a length of
11.4 cm, a width of 7.2 cm, and a depth of 1.1 cm. The border of the object is decorated with a
margin line that follows the rectangular shape of the object; it includes a 4-line intaglio inscrip-
tion that begins with a cross (Fig. 1). The retrograde letters certify that the function of the object
was stamping. Although no handles are found at the back side of the object, there are two traces
which may be interpreted as the points of attachment of a handle (Fig. 2).

The inscription on the front side is given below along with its transcription and translation:

TIQANNIR
ACNABAP/W
K-EMHTWNV
KHAKONAM/
T Twdvvt B(acthik®) (mpwto)omabap(i)w k(&) € TOV OKNakdV- AU(nVv).

+ Iohannes, imperial protospatharios and epi ton oikeiakon: Amen.

* Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zeynep Sencan Altinoluk, Canakkale Onsekiz Mart University, Faculty of Science
and Literature, Department of Archaeology, 17100 Canakkale, Turkey (zsencan@hotmail.com; https://
orcid.org/0000-0003-1769-3766).

! The object with inventory no. 8282 was purchased by the museum from Sinasi Celikkol in 1987. The
exact location where the object was found is not specified in the museum records. However, it is known
that most of the Bursa Archeology Museum collection comprises of artefacts coming from the Bithynia
Region, including Bursa and its surroundings. I would like to thank Jean-Claude Cheynet and Brigitte
Pitarakis for sharing their thoughts with me on this object.
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Since only the Christian name of the stamp’s owner is mentioned in the inscription, it is very
difficult to get an idea about the identity of the man who is mentioned. On a lead seal — housed
in the collection of the Istanbul Archaeological Museum and dated to the 9" or 10" c. AD - we
come across an imperial protospatharios and epi ton oikeiakon named Iohannes’. The same
name with the same titles appears in the inscription of another seal dated into 10"-11" ¢.*. The
exact findspots of both of the seals are unknown. It is, however, totally clear that they come from
the vicinity of Constantinople.

Although we may be tempted to identify one of the men, who have left behind these seal impres-
sions, as the owner of the stamp, we should keep in mind that Iohannes is one of the most
common names in Byzantine prosopography. Therefore, even if the date of one of the seals
would match the date of the stamp, it is indispensable to be very cautious in identifying the three
bearers of this extremely common name.

Undoubtedly, in particular the temporal classification of the stamp will play an important role
in discussing the identity of its owner. Since the functions of such stamps are similar to those of
seals and since the formulation of the inscription on this stamp is very close to the wording of
the seals, we have to scrutinize the dating criteria for the two seals, in order to gain a solid foun-
dation for bringing them into connection with the stamp.

If we try to date the stamp by its letter forms, one character, that may be revealing, is mu, which
occurs in the last line of the inscription (M). From the second quarter of the 8" century to the
late 13" century, the vertical bars of the letter mu are extended until the line with a short vertical
extension®. The letter that points to the earliest possible dating is the letter beta which can be
found in the first line (R). Before AD 850, in Byzantine lead seals the letter beta was used as dou-
ble loop (B). After AD 850, the shape of beta changed and was written with a single loop (R).
This single loop-beta continued to be used until the last quarter of the 12™ century®. The letter
kappa (K) appearing in the third and fourth lines of the inscription may be indicative for the
latest possible dating. In seal inscriptions, the ends of the italic bars of kappa do not appear in
horizontal or vertical linear form before the second quarter of the 9" century. From this date
until the end of the 11™ century, the upper oblique bar of the letter end vertically and the lower
oblique bar expires horizontally aligned on the writing line®. As beta on the Bursa stamp is sin-
gle-rounded, the upper and lower curved bars of kappa end with vertical and horizontal lines
indicates that this object can be dated sometime between the second half of the 9" century and
the late 11" century. On the other hand, on the 6™ - 13" century-seals, the epsilon (€) occurs in
a rounded form with horizontal bars, which are generally of equal length. In the 9™ - 10" centu-

2 Ebersolt 1914, 387, no. 451: on the obverse of the seal, bust of Virgin Mary with medallion of Christ,
and an invocative formula in the name of Virgin Mary; on the reverse, Twédvvy PactAik® npwtoomaBapiew
(kai) émti TOV oikelaAK@V.

? Schlumberger 1884, 556, no. 2: on the obverse of the seal, patriarchal cross on three steps with fleur-
ons arising from the base to the lower traverse bar, and an invocative formula in the name of the Lord; on
the reverse, Twdvvov (sic.) fachik® mpwtoomabapiw (kai) émt TOV oikelaK®V.

* Oikonomides 1986, 161-162, the table after p. 164.
> Zacos — Veglery 1972, xiii, 971; Oikonomideés 1986, 159, the table after p. 164.
¢ Oikonomides 1986, 161, the table after p. 164.

Gephyra 19, 2020, 231-243



A Mid-Byzantine Metal Stamp from Bursa Archaeological Museum 233

ries, these three horizontal bars appear to be completely equal in length, ending at a single verti-
cal line”. The lines of the epsilon in the third writing line is completely equal, too. Since this form
of epsilon appears in every century, it cannot provide us with criteria required to date an in-
scribed object precisely; Nevertheless, this could be used for strengthening the possibility that an
object may be dated into the period of the 9"-10™ centuries.

In order to gain a more accurate dating of the seal, we can also take the abbreviation marks into
account. Abbreviation marks on lead seals have shown a particular evolution®. The abbreviation
sign (/) in the form of a vertical, slanted and straight line, which also occurs in the stamp’s in-
scription, resembles to marks which appear in the middle of the writing line during the late 9"
and 10™ centuries’. The abbreviated word &urv in the last line of the inscription appears in Byz-
antine lead seals throughout the Middle Byzantine Period'. In inscriptions of this period, the
text always begins with an invocation which is in our inscription. Nevertheless, we can still as-
sume that the cross appearing in the very beginning of the stamp inscription may have been
understood as a kind of invocation: This cross together with the "am(en)" at the end of the in-
scription frame the stamp’s text.

There are many examples of period-specific misspellings and iotacisms in the inscription: émi
instead of énn in the third and the fourth lines, Tov instead of T@v, oikelak@®v instead of vknakdv
are written. Similarly, on some lead seals, in the writing of the title epi ton oikeiakon, iotacism is
observed due to the vowels it includes''. The producer of the stamp wrote the text down as it was
pronounced in that time, and showed little understanding of historical Greek orthography.

The stamp of the Bursa Museum differs from other metal stamps of the Byzantine Period in
some respects. The inscription of this stamp resembles texts, which are written on lead seals and
present devotional formulas as well as name, title and office of the seal’s owner. While an own-
er’s title mostly does not occur on Byzantine metal stamps, they generally bear a name, no mat-
ter whether it is that of a merchant or a producer, and sometimes they may also show religious
phrases'?. Most of the stamps which have survived belong to the early Byzantine Period. These
stamps are mostly round, triangular and rectangular or have the shape of a cross, crescent or

7 Oikonomides 1986, 160, the table after p. 164.

8 Zacos - Veglery 1972, XIIL; Oikonomidés 1986, 158.

® These signs, similar to an extended Latin 'S' until the last quarter of the 9" century, have become
quite smaller at the end of the 10™ century and have become close to resemble a point; then it got longer

again. For dating criteria for abbreviation marks in Byzantine lead seals, see: Oikonomides 1986, 157-158,
the table after p. 164.

" For examples using aurv in Byzantine lead seals, see: Zacos — Veglery 1972, 3073a-b (the seal of
Akylas Hypatos); Classical Numismatic Group, Electronic Auction 72 [12/6/2006], n. 2113; Gorny &
Mosch Giessener Miinzhandlung, Auction 152 [10/10/2006], n. 2687.

DO Seals 3, no. 39.11: vkak@v (9"-10" centuries); DO Seals 4, no. 32.28: dkiak@v (10" century);
Cheynet - Gékyildirim - Bulgurlu 2012, 5.165: dknax®v (10* century).

2 Vikan - Nesbitt 1980, 28; in his article, M. Griinbart provides a literature review of stamping in-
struments exhibited and published: Griinbart 2006, 14.
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foot. Stamps of the Middle Byzantine Period are quite rare and the diversity of forms is much
more restricted; stamps from this period are mainly of round or rectangular shape".

Although the forms of seals can offer some valuable clues to dating and determining the func-
tions of stamps, in the case of the Bursa stamp it is a more yielding approach to consider its in-
scription. According to their inscriptions Michael Griinbart categorises the Byzantine metal
stamps into three groups'*: The first group comprises stamps that have inscriptions consisting of
only one word, most of which are found in the early and late Byzantine periods. The second
category is formed by stamps which present inscriptions of more than one word and which may
be of religious nature. The stamps of the third group usually bear a name in form of a mono-
gram, in some cases added by some other text. The stamp that we are dealing with belongs to the
last group, which also includes some very rare examples of stamps, that bear quite complex in-
scriptions, showing its owner’s office, title and name. They appear in the Middle Byzantine Peri-
od. One of these examples that we can compare with the Bursa stamp is that of the logothetes
Georgios". The letters carved into this rectangular piece with a size of 4.2 x 11 cm, is too large to
be stamped on a wide surface. This would require the use of excessive pressure to overcome the
resistance encountered during stamping. This stamp is thought to be a marking iron used to
brand animals'®. There is some space between the letters as well as outside of the border frame.
The gap would reduce the contact of the hot stamp with the animal to be branded, and hence it
would minimise the animal’s pain. The concave and narrow letters in the Bursa stamp indicate
that it was pressed into a soft mass and that it was not a high heated stamp. A rectangular stamp
found by Wilhelm Froehner in Constantinople, and now displayed in the Bibliotheque Natio-
nale in Paris belonged to a certain protospatharios Kalokyros". This stamp is dated to the 9™ and
10" centuries, since the Kalokyros family was well-known in the 9™ century. According to an-
other opinion, it should be dated into the beginning of the 8" century, since genitive and dative
forms were mixed together in the legend. Another protospatharios stamp is housed in Pader-
born'®. The inscription of this rectangular stamp, which is smaller than the Bursa stamp, but its
design resembles the Bursa stamp very much. The largest known stamp of this group, with the

13 Griinbart 2006, 19.

4 Griinbart 2006, 19: 1. Single words, like dBavaoia (immortality), SOvaug (power), {wr (life), or Vyia
(health). 2. More words or even quotations from the Bible: ®eb xdpig (God’s grace), xapmoi Aiog (fruits of
Zeus), Xpiote PorBet (Christ, help!), Ev mie (drink well), or nifov k)eig (bar of a pithos). 3. Names or
monograms such as @wpd (of Thomas) or Iwavvov (of John).

15 Nesbitt 1988, no. 97. The inscription on the stamp is written in T'ewpyiov AoyoBétov (of Georgios
logothetes) in the genitive form.

16 Griinbart 2005, 100.

17 The legend is KahoxOpov npwtoonabapriw (of Kalokyros protospatharios). Dimensions: 5.5x16 cm.
The name of the stamp owner is written in the genitive form and its title in dative form. Because the geni-
tive form tends not to be used on seals after year 700-720 and the dative form starts to be used from the
late 7" century onwards, this stamp is dated to the transitionary period between the two forms. Durand
1992, no 224; Caseau 2012, 118-119. Denis Feissel, on the other hand, thinks to date it into the 9 and 10®
centuries because the Kalokyros family reached its peak then. Feissel et al. 2001, 16, no. 11. For the place
of the Kalokyros stamp among the Byzantine metal stamps, see Griinbart 2005, 103; Griinbart 2006, 20.

'8 Stiegemann 2001, 235 (IIL6): Kvpie Porfet Ztépavov Paciikov npwtoonabdpiov (O lord, help
Stephanos, the imperial protospatharios). Dimensions: 5.3 x 4.3 cm.
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dimensions of 7.5 x 22 cm is in the collection of the Getty Museum'®. Unlike the other stamps,
the letters on the surface of this stamp have the form of a relief. This piece, dated into the late
11" or early 12" centuries by John Nesbitt, belonged to the koubouklesios Niketas. Like the Bursa
stamp its inscription ends with “amen”. A metal stamp dated to the 6™ century, found in the
Ganei-Hammat (Tiberias) excavation, attracted considerable attention because of its fine style. It
resembles the abovementioned rectangular stamps of the Middle Byzantine period®. This stamp
was found in a cist-tomb together with a stamp of eulogia. This stamp is important because it is
found in an archaeological context. In contrast to this special case, for all of the stamps we talked
about, including the Bursa stamp, we can develop some ideas about their possible functions, but
are unable to reach a definitive conclusion other than that they were used for official and com-
mercial purposes®'.

There are common questions about the Byzantine metal stamps, which researchers have been
trying to explain especially about the function of these objects. We will try to provide an answer
to similar questions about the Bursa stamp. Was Iohannes's stamp his personal stamp? Did he
use it for his official duties? Wherefore was this stamp made and for stamping which objects was
it used?

Trying to answer these questions we have to start with discussing the titles Iohannes had. The
first reference is to the office or dignity of a protospatharios, an honorific title Iohannes carried,
which means chief imperial guard and chief sword bearer, which is first testified in 718%; the last
instance of reference to this title was considered to date from 1115*. The post of protospatharios
was originally created for the commander of the spatharioi. According to Rodolphe Guilland,
protospatharios, whether eunuch or not, probably first appeared in the rank of clarissimus; then
later, in an uncertain period, passed to the rank of illustris**. While protospatharios until the end
of the 7" century described a duty rather than an honour, from the beginning of the 8" century
it was awarded to various military and civilian officials as an honorary title®. In this century, we
come across several lead seals which mention strategoi and high civil servants who bear this

' Nesbitt 1983, 179-182. Kupie Por|fet 1@ 0@ SovAw Niwkrta kovPpovkAnoiw auniv (Lord, help your
servant Niketas, the koubouklesios, amen).

2 On a 9x5.1x0.6 cm lead-added bronze stamp, it is written: ®eoddtov k6pnToG. Onn et al. 2016, 105.

! Nesbitt 1983, 182. The assumption that the stamp of Logothetes Georgios was struck on animals,
even horses, is perhaps the most obvious approach. Both the structure of the branding technique and the
relationship of logothetes with his responsibility of public post and state herds are clues to the function of
the stamp.

> Theophanes 398.7: Sergios, protospatharios and strategos of Sicily; Guilland 1967, 99, corr. in Oiko-
nomideés 1972, 297.

* Lemerle 1970, 60.74: Iohannes protospatharios; Kazhdan 1991, 1748. Werner Seibt dates the seal of
protospatharios Basil Spondyles to the middle of the 13" century: Seibt 1978, no. 163. In the 14" century,
Pseudo-Kodinos talked about its place in the palace hierarchy.

# Guilland 1955-1957, 649-695, esp. 649.
» Guilland 1955-1957, 650.
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title®. Especially in the 9"-10™ centuries, the title profospatharios, which was associated with
various officials, is known to be one of the highest honorary titles (&&iot St ppafeiov). A proto-
spatharios is a member of the Senate who has personal contact with the emperor. He receives an
annual salary (roga) from the emperor himself”. In the 10™ century, the salary of a protospathar-
ios amounts to 72 nomismata (1 litra of gold)*.

The exact meaning of Iohannes’s other title, i.e. epi ton oikeiakon, at the end of the 9™ century is
not precisely understood. The meaning of the term oikeiakos (oikelakdg) is interpreted as “be-
longing to the household”, “private””. In the Taktika composed in 9"-10" century, oikelakof is
used to designate a group of courtiers or servants. It is stated that some oikeiakoi participated in
court ceremonies at the Lausiakos, a great hall immediate adjacent the throne hall of the Byzan-
tine emperor®. Nicholas Oikonomides states that epi ton oikeiakon had two different meanings
in two different time periods - i.e. in 873/4 and after 1030 - and that the meaning of this title
and its functions changed radically in between these two periods. He claimed that the earlier
meaning did not express an administrative position; it designated those who were from the em-
peror’s household and was used as a complementary term to some of the honorary titles®. Ac-
cording to Oikonomides, epi ton oikeiakon was created as a special sekreton under the jurisdic-
tion of the logothetes tou genikou in the 10th century®. A document from year 994 shows that
the sekreton ton oikeiakon was already in existence in the year 972/73%, but not as an independ-
ent office. This sekreton administered state-owned properties and collected tax revenues. Proba-
bly because he attached special importance to state-owned land, the emperor Basileios II estab-
lished the office of an epi ton oikeiakon. Its head official managed the financial affairs of the em-
pire and was responsible for the acquisition of new land as well as for the administration of the

*R. Guilland stated that the fact that the title was given to, regardless of the strategos, increasingly
given to more and more diverse categories of people was confirmed by lead seals. Guilland 1955-1957,
657.

7 Honorary titles that determined the person's degree of closeness to the emperor also brought an an-
nual salary (roga). The roga was granted for life and could not be inherited: Oikonomides 2002, 1010. For
the roga system, see Lemerle 1967, 77-100.

8 Lemerle 1967, 88.

» Bury 1911, 120f.

% Oikonomides 1972, 299; Oikonomides 1976, 136, no. 65. According to Michel Kaplan, oikeiakos or
epi ton oikeiakon, which have a lower status than chrysotriklinos, means having the right to be present at
the Lausiakos at the imperial ceremonies. This title, found in many sources before the 11" century, espe-
cially on seals, refers to a special category within the imperial dignitaries, the oikelaxoi or Tod Aavotakod:
Kaplan 1992, 320.

! According to N. Oikonomides, éni t@v oikelak®v is a complementary term, such as &vBpawnwv or
ktnuatwv. This statement accompanies dignities such as protospatharios, primikerios and ostiarios,
spatharokandidatos, koubikoularios, spatharios and stratos on a large number of 9™ and 10" century lead
seals and inscriptions. Here the complementary term oikelak@®v is equivalent to avBpwnwv: Oikonomides
1994, 486-487.

2 Oikonomides 1976, 136-137; Oikonomidés 1994, 486-89.

» Lemerle 1970, 11. 15: kol yevikod AoyoBéTtov oikelak®g; see also, I, 56. 104-105: Telelv O@ethovTwy
TOV povax®v 81 TOAewS €ig TO TV OIKELAKDV CEKPETOV.
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imperial landed property*. Many of the epi ton oikeiakon titles which can be found on seals and
dated into the 10™ century, suggest that they designate an administrative position established
well before year 972 and being in charge of different responsibilities of the empire®. However, in
the late 9™ century this sekreton, which was administratively subordinated to the logothetes tou
genikou, was not mentioned in the Kletorologion of Philotheos (899). Furthermore, epi ton
oikeiakon is also testified together with different offices such as chartoularios, epoptes, krites,
proteuon, epeiktes, anagrapheus and kommerkiarios in the 9"-10™ centuries®. Most of these of-
tices were concerned with financial affairs of the state such as tax, customs and cadastral control.
In 943, Zoetos, a judge in Thessalonica, bears titles of an imperial protospatharios and epi ton
oikeiakon. However, Zoetos did not specify his position as a krites that he held in the same
year”. This example increases the uncertainty which is associated with the use of oikeiakon even
further. There may be other examples of office holders who on their seals and in their docu-
ments do not specify the particularities of their offices. Leaving this possibility aside, it does not
seem convincing to consider every single epi ton oikeiakon, who is mentioned in documents of
the 9"-10™ centuries, simply as a dignitary of the imperial palace and to assume that he lived in
Constantinople. For example, did the imperial protospatharios, whose seal is dated to the 9™-10™
centuries as well as the epi ton oikeiakon and judge of Opsikion Dionysios™ reside in Constanti-
nople or in that thema, where they fulfilled their duties? Despite this uncertainty, when we eval-
uate the position and social status of Iohannes in the light of the available information - espe-
cially the finding place of the stamp -, we are eager to assume that he was primarily a member of
the central government. There is no doubt that he has his own properties and assets. At the very
beginning Iohannes probably paid more than the amount of his annual salary to win his dignity

3 Oikonomidés 1976, 136-137.

3 A. Wassiliou and W. Seibt try to find out whether epi ton oikeiakon has any responsibility for the
imperial domains in the late 9" century. They also think that epi ton oikeiakon and its different formations
on the 9"-10" century seals cannot be attributed to the imperial palace dignities: Seibt - Wassiliou 2004,
59, no. 31. P. Papadopoulou mentioned Wassilou and Seibt's suggestions about the seal of Kallonas, impe-
rial protospatharios and epi ton oikeiakon, dated to the end of the 9" century; regardless of this uncertain-
ty, she said that Kallonas is a member of the central government: Papadopoulou 2012, 136; Papadopoulou
2019, 56.

3 ‘Pwpavd xaptovhapiw kal émi @V oikiak®v (9" c.): Dumbarton Oaks Coll.,, 1955.1.1138; Mixan
Bao\ik® mpwtoonabapiw &m T@V oikelakdv kai nomTn TOV Opaxnoiwv (9% c.): DO Seals 3, no. 2.9b;
Awwvvoio Pacthikd mpwtoonabapie £m T@V klak®@v Kal kpitfi Tod Oyikiov (91-10" ¢.): DO Seals 3, no.
39.11; MnyanA pacihik® onabapiw kal ¢l T@V oikelak®v Kai potevovTt Xepoovog (10" c.): DO Seals 1,
no. 82.10.It is said that Proteuon is equal to archon: Oikonomides 1972, 353; Xte@avw Pacthik®
onaBapokavdidatw £m t@V oikelak®v kal émiktt Tig ABvSov (10" c.): DO Seals 3, no. 40.2; Nikohdw
Bao\ikd npwtoomabapiy énl T@V oikelak®v Kai dvaypagel tod Xaponavod (10* ¢.): DO Seals 4, no. 40.1;
Dot Tpwtoonabapie Em TOV oiklak®@V kal kopepklapio Xaldiag (10® c.): DO Seals 4, no. 32.25.

7 Zontw Bachikd mpwtoomabapiw kai €t T@V Okiak@v (943). This seal was attached to a document
dated to the 2™ of August, 943, and the document also reveals its judicial responsibilities: Papa-
chryssanthou 1975, no. 6; Oikonomides 1986, 71-72, no. 67; Pagona Papadopoulou stated that this exam-
ple shows the uncertainty of any speculation regarding the localisation of an epi ton oikeiakon: Papado-
poulou 2012, 136; Papadopoulou 2019, 56.

3 DO Seals 3, no. 39.11.
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in the imperial hierarchy®. Moreover, due to the responsibilities of a protospatharios and to the
practice of synetheia, he may have distributed a large part of his roga to a variety of individuals
such as court employees and people from the clergy®. However, his position in the palace
should have brought him significant social advantages that outweighed the amount expended.

Trying to understand the fact that Iohannes had become an epi ton oikeiakon we are confronted
with difficult questions concering meaning and function of this position. Is this term really an
epithet attached to the title of protospatharios, which he uses to emphasize that he is more privi-
leged than other titles? Or does this term, i.e. epi ton oikeiakon, designate an administrative of-
fice whose exact function is known since the last quarter of the 10™ century? It is difficult to
answer this for now. However, in both cases, we can make some assumptions by basing on the
fact that his stamp was found in Bithynia.

It is known that in the Byzantine Empire of the 9" century large amounts of land in the capital
and the countryside belonged to aristocrats. Inscriptions found in Skripou (Orchomenos, moth-
erland Greece) and dated to year 873/4 imply that the epi ton oikeiakon Leon, a church founder
and protospatharios of the empire possessed large pieces of lands in Boeotia and had established
a career thanks to the honorary title he obtained from the emperor*'. When we compare Iohan-
nes with Leon who bore the same titles, we may speculate that Iohannes owns lands in the Bi-
thynia region, too. From the second half of the 8" century onwards, aristocrats residing in Con-
stantinople, especially due to its convenient access by sea, acquired extensive real estate on the
other side of the coast, i.e. in Bithynia*’. There was an expansion of properties of aristocrats in
the 10" century. Jean-Claude Cheynet states that the geographical distribution of the Constan-
tinopolitan aristocraty’s assets concentrated in Bithynia and Western Asia. This became a famil-
iar situation in the 11™ century, but the beginnings can be traced back to a rather earlier date®.
Monastery property, mostly gathered from aristocratic wealth, can be proven in Bithynia
throughout the Middle Byzantine Period. When we examine Bithynian monasteries, we come
across people who previously held offices related to financial affairs but then decided to move to
Bithynia to lead an ascetic life*.

% Oikonomidés 1997, 205; Oikonomidés 2002, 1010. In the 10" century, the person who wanted to be-
come protospatharios had to pay 1296 nomismata (18 litrai of gold): De cer., 1, 692.

0 At the end of the 9" and the 10" centuries, dignitaries had to pay synetheiai (cuviiBeiar) to their col-
leagues at the festival celebrations: Oikonomideés 1972, 88, no. 28.

4 Different views have been reported for the meaning of the term epi ton oikeiakon held by Leon. For
example, M. Sotiriou and A. H. S. Megaw have argued that Leon was in charge of the administration of
the imperial domains in Greece, in the service of the emperor: Sotiriou 1931, 157; Megaw 1966, 23-25;
Nicholas Oikonomides, stating that the sekreton of epi ton oikeiakon was not established before the 11t
century, they contested these ideas: Oikonomides 1994, 485-485. See also Prieto Dominguez 2013, 166-
191 for the founder of the Skripou church.

# Cheynet 2000, 300.
* Cheynet 2000, 301.

* Theophanes "the Confessor" became a strator in the time of Emperor Leo IV (AD 775/780) and was
assigned to Kyzikos with a mission; later he got the title of spatharios; At the end of AD 780, he founded
the Megas Agros monastery on Sigriane mountain on the south coast of Propontis: Tov Tfjg kahovuévng
Zyplaviig Aéyw poviig oikiotiv, Nicatas, Vita Ignatii 500B; Athanasios, originating from a reputable fami-
ly from Constantinople, was commissioned as grapheus to the department of logothesion by his father in
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The imperial protospatharios and epi ton oikeiakon Nikephoros Erotikos from the 10" century,
founder of a monastery for older people on the mountain of Tmolos, provides a good example
in this regard even though it was in a different geographical area, i.e. in Lydia,”. It is also possi-
ble that Iohannes, wealthy and well-able to finance the construction of a monastery, was also
likely to be the founder of a monastery in Bithynia or a donour. Unfortunately, there is no other
evidence to support this claim.

It is possible that Iohannes may have used his stamp for certain purposes on his own property,
but it should also be taken in consideration that he employed it in his role as an administrator of
the sekreton of oikeiakon. If the latter is the case, he may have used this stamp in the manage-
ment of imperial property or within the supply of various goods for the imperial court®. It is,
however, also perfectly reasonable that he used this stamp on his own estate - no matter wheth-
er it was located in the capital or in Bithynia - or for donations. As we have already taken into
account the stamp may have been applied on a soft material such as clay. The fact that the stamp
is large in size and bears a personal inscription contradicts the idea that it was employed for
stamping Eucharistic bread. It makes more sense to identify it as a brick stamp; in this context,
however, we should not completely overlook the possibility that it could have also been stamped
on bigger pithoi or other clay objects. It is a continuing tradition since the Roman Imperial Pe-
riod that bricks were marked. From the 6™ century onwards they may bear the name of the per-
son or the entity who ordered them®. It is thought that such stamps could bear the name of the
employer and that they were marked by the workers in the workshop that manufactured those
bricks*; thereby, the stamps enabled the workers to verify the level of production in order to
receive the adequate wages.

It is considered that the owners of brickyards donated a part of their production and stamped it
in order to emphasise their ranks, dignities and offices®. For this reason we may also consider
that Iohannes's stamp may have been used for marking objects which he wanted to donate and
which by means of their stamped inscriptions should keep his memory alive.

I am only too well aware that this stamp raises more questions than we are able to answer with
certainty. The time had not yet come to give definitive answers and, therefore, I see this paper
only as a further step towards a better understanding of these still puzzling objects.

the 8"-9" century, to pursue a career: ypagedg T@v Snpooiwv xaptiwv; however, Athanasios chose to go
to Pelekete monastery in Bithynia and received high titles there: PBE I, “Atanasios 5”. For Bithynian mo-
nasticism as centered around Mount Olympos, see Menton 1935.

* Drew-Bear - Koder 1988, 197-215; Thomas - Hero 2000, 310, 312, no: 16: Mount Tmolos: Typikon
of Nikephoros Erotikos for the Monastery of the Mother of God and the Old Age Home called Ta Derma
on Mount Tmolos.

6 Griinbart 2005, 104.

¥ Bardill 2004, 16; Caseau 2012, 119.

8 Jonathan Bardill stated that in accordance with the locatio conductio contract, the officinator manu-
facturing the bricks may have wanted to guarantee the payment by urging his workers to stamp a portion
of the bricks to be delivered in the name of the dominus who placed the order: Bardill 2004, 19. The Digest
18.1 .65 explains that the manufacture of bricks was organized according to a locatio-conductio contract,
whereby the owner of the land (dominus/locator) on which the clay quarries were located agreed to pay a
contractor (officinator/conductor) for the conversion of his clay into bricks.

¥ Gedeon 1892, 381-382; Dorigny 1876, 83; Mango 1950, 25.
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Bursa Arkeoloji Miizesi’'nden Bir Orta Bizans Damgasi
Oz

Bu makale Bursa Arkeoloji Miizesi koleksiyonunda yer alan Orta Bizans Donemi’'ne ait bir metal
damganin Bizans baski tipolojisi i¢indeki yeri ve sahibinin kimligini belirlemeye ¢aligmaktadir. Bu
makalede ele aldigimiz damga, yazitin sahibinin adinin, tasidig1 gérev ve unvanlarin belirtildigi na-
dir 6rneklerden biridir. Yaklasik 9.-10. ytizyillara tarihlenen damganin sahibi, imparatorluk pro-
tospatharios’u ve epi ton oikeiakon olan Iohannes’tir. Protospatharios unvanindan, Iohannes’in
merkezi yonetimin bir iiyesi ve varlikli bir aristokrat oldugu anlagilmaktadir. Iohannes ile birlikte
goriilen epi ton oikeiakon, onun diger gorevlilerden daha ayricalikli bir birey ve saray halkindan
olabilecegini gosteren bir unvan olabilir. Diger yandan, 10. yiizyilin son ¢eyreginden itibaren oikei-
akon sekreton’lugu altinda idari bir gorevin varligini da biliyoruz. Bunun 1s1¢1nda, su soruya sahi-
biz: Iohannes damgasini kisisel isleri i¢in mi kulland: veya imparatorluk miilklerinin y6netimin-
deki idari pozisyonuna uygun olarak mi1 kullandi? Her iki durumda da, damgasinin kil gibi yumu-
sak bir obje lizerine basildigini ve bunun bir tugla damgasi olabilecegini diisiiniiyoruz.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Bursa, Bithynia, Bizans metal damgasi, protospatharios, epi ton oikeiakon.
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A Mid-Byzantine Metal Stamp from Bursa Archaeological Museum
Abstract

This article tries to determine the place and identity of the owner of a metal stamp located in the
Bursa Archaeological Museum collection in the Byzantine stamping objects typology. The stamp
that we consider in this article is one of the rare examples, in which the inscription specifies the
name of the owner as well as the offices and titles he held. The owner of the stamp, dated to
approximately 9"-10™ centuries, is Iohannes, the imperial protospatharios and epi ton oikeiakon.
It is understood from the title protospatharios that Iohannes was a member of the central gov-
ernment and a wealthy aristocrat. The title epi ton oikeiakon, appearing together with Iohannes,
may be a title that shows that he is a more privileged individual than other officials and that he
may be from the imperial court. On the other hand, we also know of an administrative task un-
der the sekreton of oikeiakon since the last quarter of the 10™ century. In light of this, we have
the following question: did Iohannes use his stamp for his personal affairs or did he use it in
accordance with his responsibilities, which were part of his administrative position of manage-
ment of imperial properties? In either case, we think that his stamp was stamped on a soft object
such as clay and that it may be a brick stamp.

Keywords: Bursa, Bithynia, Byzantine metal stamp, protospatharios, epi ton oikeiakon.

Revers image of the seal.

Gephyra 19, 2020, 231-243




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


