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Xanthos West Agora II:
Alteration and Transformation in the Byzantine Period

Abstract

This article deals with the transformation of
Western Agora of Xanthos in the Byzantine
period through two different groups of build-
ings with commercial and religious functions,
whose historical associations were revealed
with archaeological finds in the excavations
of the Western Agora. Evaluations made at
this point show that in the first half of the 5
century A.D. the agora was transformed into
a central area that, in the context of a non-
integral composition, became a large religious
complex as well as a center of private com-
mercial activity. Evidence also shows that
all these new areas within the former agora
were then abandoned in the 7™ century and
remained without significant activity until the
10" century. Then this area was converted into
a small settlement comprised of simple resi-
dential places and workshops utilized in the
10" and 11" centuries. That material finds for
the 13™ century are only a few ceramics from
the Byzantine and Seljuk cultures indicates the
presence of a nomadic culture in the area.

Keywords: Xanthos, West Agora, Alteration,
Transformation

Ayta¢ DONMEZ"

Oz

Bati Agora’da gerceklestirilen kazilar sonucun-
da ortaya cikarilan arkeolojik bulgulara gore ta-
rihsel baglamda birliktelikleri tespit edilen ticari
ve dini islevli iki farkli yapt grubunun arasinda,
diistinsel olarak da bir birlikteligin olabilecegi
yonlinde yapilan tartismalar, agoranin 5. yy.’da,
buttiincil olmayan bir kompozisyon baglamin-
da, tzerinde 6zel ticari faaliyet mekanlarinin
yani sira biylik bir dini kompleksin de bu-
lundugu merkezi bir alana dontstiraldagini
gostermektedir. Veriler ayrica, alandaki butin
mekanlarin 7. yy.’da terk edilmis oldugunu ve
alanda 10. yy.’a kadar hicbir yasamsal faaliyetin
olmadigini; 10 ve 11. yy.’da ise alanin basit
yapidaki konut ve isliklerden meydana gelen
kicik bir yerlesime dontstigiini gostermek-
tedir. 13. yy. verilerinin ise sadece Bizans ve
Selcuklu kilttirtine ait seramiklerle sinirlt olma-
st alandaki gogebe kultirtinlin varligina isaret
etmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ksanthos, Bati Agora,
Degisim, Dontisim

Introduction

Because Roman cities preserved their practice of urbanization until the 4" century A.D.,
this understanding continued to form the outlines of urban phenomenon during the Early
Byzantine period. In fact, the population continued to use elements belonging to Roman
urbanization and architecture such as the streets, aqueducts, baths, cisterns, and temples for
a while. This began to change with the construction of the churches which were added to
Roman cities, particularly in the 4™ century!. The most important indicator of this change

Aytac Donmez, Research Assistant, Akdeniz University, Faculty of Letters, Archaeology Department, Antalya.
E-mail: donmezaytac@gmail.com



278 Aytag Dénmez

made to the Roman urban fabric were the pagan temples which were dismantled completely
or employed to serve different functions?. The change increased particularly after the Edict
of Milan when the church objected to other public buildings, such as the theater, civic baths,
and the agora because they were factors that led people to sin’. As a result of these objec-
tions, these buildings were demolished or underwent physical changes in time*. In addition to
Christianization and the administrative changes that began in the 4™ century A.D., public struc-
tures such as agoras and porticos were transformed into private property areas through physi-
cal changes®. However, although agora structures in the eastern part of the empire underwent
some changes such as repairs or renovations in this period, they were still political, social, and
economic centers till the end of the 6™ and early 7™ centuries®. The West Agora in Xanthos has
been almost completely unearthed as a result of excavations in recent years and is a significant
and different example in which the physical changes that emerged as a result of this process
can be clearly followed.

Xanthos had entered into a period of great prosperity in the Early Byzantine period and
was in the process of transformation through the influence of Christianity. In this context, two
luxurious houses built in the Lycian acropolis and churches built at many points of the city are
seen as new types of buildings added to the Roman city’. Units on which a research was real-
ized between these areas indicate that the city retained its Roman area but was transformed by
Christianity. In addition to the new architectural structures of this new era, which were con-
fronted almost everywhere in the city, a large number of coins belonging to this period indi-
cate that Xanthos remained a prosperous and wealthy city until the Persian invasion in the time
of Heraclius (610-641) in the 7™ century A.D.5.

The West Agora is one of the important monumental architectural buildings located in the
western part of the city, together with the theater and the monumental pillar tombs. It is in the
area between the Lycian acropolis to the south and the Roman acropolis to the north (Fig. 1).
The four sides of the building had the typical characteristics of an “lonian Agora™, whose form

This study has been taken in part from the section entitled the “Byzantine Period” in my master thesis on the “West
Agora of Xanthos City” completed in 2014, within the Institute of Social Sciences of Akdeniz University. I would like
to express my deepest gratitude to my advisors B. Varkivan¢ and M. Bulba as well as to S. Dogan, H. M. Erdogan,
F. Sahin E. Can, A. Akduman, H. Kokmen Seyirci, E. Diindar, and O. Erdogan for their assistance. And also many
thanks from the heart go to T. M. P. Duggan and O. Bozkurtoglu Ozcan for assistance in revising the language of
the text.

For the transformation of the Roman city area in Late Antiquity, see Mango 2000, 971; Liebeschuetz 2001; Lavan
2001, 9 ff.; 2006, 230 ff.; Brands — Severin 2003; Brenk 2003; Saradi 2006; 211 ff., 349-52; 2008, 317 ff.; Kirilov 2007,
Akytirek 2016, 520 ff. For the transformation in Lycia, see especially Foss 1994, 48 ff. and Akytirek 2016, 521 ff.

2 Saradi 2006, 355 ff.; Akytirek 2016, 520.
3 Saradi-Mendolovici 1988, 365 ff.; Kiriliov 2007, 18.

For the Christian attitudes towards pagan monuments, see Saradi-Mendolovici 1990; Saradi 2008, 319; Lavan 2009,
439 ff.

Saradi 2008, 319. For the effects of the new laws of architectural activities introduced by administrative changes in
Late Antiquity on the city transformations, see Ceylan 2016, 535-554.

6 Lavan 2000, 235-236. For the transformation of agoras in Late Antiquity, see also Jacobs 2013, 120-124.

7 des Courtils — Cavalier 2001, 164.

8 Foss 1996, 1. 19 ff. For the Early Byzantine period of Xanthos, see also Foss 1994, 9 ff.; des Courtils — Cavalier 2001,
164 ff.

Pausanias (I, 17, 1-2) classified agoras into two groups: regular and irregular. While he states that irregular agoras
emerged in Greece and were built disorganizedly without regard to any designed plan, he indicated that regular
agoras emerging in the Ionia region were built within a particular city plan. In these agoras, termed “Ionian Type
Agoras” by Pausanias, stoas bordered three sides of the area while the fourth side was closed by another stoa.
These agoras thus emerged with planned borders which were determined and isolated from the other buildings
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emerged in the Late Hellenistic period in West Anatolian cities where hippodamic urban plan-
ning was carried out. They were surrounded by porticos (Fig. 2).

The Roman Imperial period stage of this building was constructed between 60 and 80
A.D.!%. However, the archaeological and epigraphical evidence dates its earliest history to the
Classical period!!, but the architectural and social construction of that period is not clearly
known. In some places destructions and renovations dating from the Byzantine period at-
tracted our attention, as well as many new structures belonging to Byzantine society in the
area known to have functioned as a state agora'? during the Roman Imperial period. Scientific
excavation work in the city was directed more intensively to this area after the change of site
directorship, and therefore the excavation team in 2011 discovered many buildings, structures,
and finds dating from the Byzantine period.

The history of Byzantine research in the West Agora dates from studies initiated in the
area beginning in 1950'3. Then a medium-sized church was located in the southwest corner
of the area, and a chapel related to this church and a rectangular-shaped place were iden-
tified. Detailed results of the studies conducted in this same area in 1952 195415, 19550,
and more recently in 1997, 19988 and 1999 were presented to the academic world
by A.-M. Maniére-Lévéque® in 2012. Research refocused on the West Agora by 2011%' enabled
the north and east sides of the structure to be uncovered over a wide area. For this purpose,
after excavation work began in the west part of the area, the Roman Imperial period structure
of the north side was completely uncovered. In addition, it was determined that the construc-
tion dated to Roman Imperial period were transformed into a row of spaces consisting of
workshops employed for different functions through partial structural alterations conducted in
the Early and Middle Byzantine periods??. It was understood from the in situ finds recovered in

around them. The agoras — constituted as a result of the stoas being replaced perpendicularly with a 90-degree an-
gle as interdependent to each other — are peculiar in particular to the new cities founded in the Hellenistic period.
For these types of agoras, different typological terms such as “new type agora”, “regular agora”, peristyle agora”,
and “tetragonal agora” are used. See Knackfuss 1924, fig. 40; Wycherley 1962, 69-78; Vanderpool 1974, 308-310;
Bingol 1998, 51. It is known that these types of agoras were popular in many cities of Asia Minor from the 274
century A.D. onward. This and the most similar ones are found in the cities of Pamphylia, Pisidia, and Ionia; see
Waelkens 1989, 81 ff. For examples see Lanckoronski I, 44; Mansel et al. ff. 1956, 7, fig. 141; and Lanckoronski 1I,
189 G.

10" For the architectural structure of the West Agora during the Roman Imperial period, see Dénmez 2018, 219-248.

11 1t is recorded in ancient Greek on the inscribed part of the north face of the Inscribed Pillar dated between 425 and
400 B.C. on the northeast corner of the building that the monument was erected in the agora: TL 44c (22). New
findings indicate that it may date as early as the Archaic period.

12 ponmez 2018, 231.

13 Demargne 1951, 63.

14 Demargne 1953, 155.

15 Demargne 1955, 108.

16 Metzger 1956, 157.

17" Maniére-Lévéque 1998, 459.
18 Maniere-Léveque 1999, 372 ff.

19" Maniére-Léveque 2000, 341 ff.
20

21

Maniere-Lévéque 2012.
The site directorship of Xanthos and resulting research undertaken by French archaeologists since the 1950s was

assigned in 2011 to Prof. Dr. B. Varkivang, an academician at Akdeniz University with the decision of the Ministry
of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Turkey.

22 gokmen — Budak 2012, 53.
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excavation work in this same area in 201223 and 2013%* that some places were reorganized for
wine production, others for storage and as retail units in the Byzantine period, and some were
transformed into workshops. During work in 20142> and 2015%° a water channel was identified.
This water supply provided water for the area on the north side of this area and probably had
a connection with a cistern to the north as well as with a quadrangular water reservoir on the
eastern border of this channel.

While the remains dating from the Byzantine period can be observed in almost all areas,
there is no visible Byzantine element on the south portico. Noteworthy is the religious com-
plex built on the southwest corner of the agora and the west portico, workplaces, and work-
shops on the north portico. The fountain buildings in the east portico are among the other
remains from this period. However, except for the Agora Church on the southwest corner,
the chapel and other additional buildings have already been evaluated in detail by Maniere-
Lévéque?’. The new structures uncovered on the north and east stoas and behind them as well
as the finds obtained from the building, particularly in the 2011-2016 excavation seasons, are
evaluated and together presented in context in this study.

East Portico

One of the places that have changed since the Early Byzantine period is the east facade of
the building. In this part are five rooms located as if leaning on the outer wall of the portico
(Rooms 11-15)?%. Among these, Room 13 containing two fountain buildings is quite interesting
(Figs. 2-3). The north and south walls of this room measure 7 x 13 m. Leaning on the outer
wall of the Roman Imperial period portico, they were constructed with reused blocks in the
Early Byzantine period?’. The excavation work in the room recovered stylobate blocks under
these walls that have exactly the same form as the existing building, but they belong to an-
other building dating to an earlier period®. Because the fountain buildings were later built on
the west side of the building whose floor was covered with a mosaic, the west part of the mo-
saic has been quite destroyed. Despite this, a small portion of the mosaic that was uncovered
was decorated with geometrical figures. Its tesserae were smaller-sized in comparison with the
other, thus showing there were two different mosaic pavements and thus two different stages?!
(Fig. 4). The tesserae used in the building’s floor mosaic, which runs in a north-south direction
and measures 3,15 x 12,80 m contains three different colors — white, dark blue and brick red.
The main motif is a composition consisting of a flower motif with four acute leaves in intersect-
ing circles. While this circular motif with turning leaves was completed with dark-blue tesserae,

23 Donmez — Erdogan 2013, 62 ff.

2 Donmez — Erdogan 2014, 62.

%> Doénmez — Yanardag 2015, 55 ff.

2 Donmez 2016, 65 ff.

27 For all of the religious buildings in the area, see Maniére-Lévéque 1998, 459 ff.; Maniére-Lévéque 1999, 372 ff.;
Maniere-Lévéque 2000, 341 ff.; Maniere-Lévéque 2012.

Tritsch 1942, 42, states that these spaces were added to the building in the Late Antique period, and thus this place
was a cult area in the Roman Imperial period in which the votive stelae were mostly replaced in forums.

29 Dénmez — Erdogan 2014, 62 ff.

30 Donmez — Erdogan 2014, 62. In addition to the stylobate blocks, other evidence obtained from this space shows

that this early building could have been a propylon providing entrance to the agora in the Roman Imperial period;
see Donmez 2018, 227, fig. 35 ff.

31 Dénmez — Erdogan 2014, 63.
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dark-blue tesserae were also used in the outer contour of the leaf motif. The inside part of the
leaf motif was decorated with red brick teserrae. In the middle of the rhombohedron generated
from the intersection of these leaves with each other, the main scene of the mosaic pavement
was created by a small rhombohedron in the main center. This was formed by three series of
tesserae, dark blue in the outermost and brick red and white in the inner part. We also see
similar leaves in the main scene, and the rhombohedron motif is interjacent in floor mosaics of
the Agora Church on the west corner of agora®?. That the floor mosaics in the room resemble
the floor pavements in the Agora Church and the units around it suggests there could be con-
temporary architectural structuring here3. However, because the east part of Room 13 with a
mosaic lies under the modern road passing through the city, it is not possible to yet reach a
definite conclusion.

There are two fountain structures, adjacent to the outer wall of the east stoa in the area.
The first fountain building in the north measures 1,90 x 3,80 m and has a 0,85 m hearth depth.
It sits on a stylobate that is 0,30 m in height and 2,10 x 4,70 m long. Except for the outer wall
of the stoa constituting the west wall, the pool is enclosed by five different parapet blocks.
These parapets, which were employed as reused material in this building, are probably ele-
ments of a fountain building dating to an earlier period. The height of the parapets, of which
just two pieces have been wholly preserved, is 0,90 m and have a thickness of 0,35 m. There
are sliding canals on the parapets for drawing water with ceramic vessels. The slot supplying
water for the fountain is on the north wall of the pool and measures 0,90 m in height and 0,25
m in diameter. On the inner side of the fountain, there are marble plaques with a thickness of
0,02 m, most of which have been destroyed. In addition, although there are trace remains of
ten earthenware tiles forming the pavement of the pool — each 0,70 x 0,70 m in size and set in
grout on the floor of the fountain — only a portion consisting of approximately 0.40 m of these
tiles remains in situ today in the southeast corner of the pool.

The other fountain building in the south side of the room has a rectangular form and meas-
ures 3,85 x 7,15 m. The walls of the building oriented in an east-west direction are probably
reused blocks that belonged to another building. There are partly extant marble plaques on
the inner faces of these walls. These are 0,80 m in height and 0,85 m in thickness. The north
wall of the room sits directly on top of the mosaic pavement in the room, and this shows this
construction was erected after the function of the mosaic pavement had ended. There is a wall
0,30 m in height and laid with large, dressed-stone blocks. It divides the water coming from
the fountain and is 2,20 m from the east wall between the west and east wall at the depth of
the hearth. The pool of the fountain was divided into two sections by this wall.

It is possible to generate a chronology for Room 13 with the fountain within the context
of this evidence. The building, thought to have functioned as a propylon during the Roman
Imperial period, was destroyed in the Early Byzantine period. New walls were then built on
top of the existing bases. A mosaic, similar to the mosaics of the Agora Church, was placed
over the floor of the building. Probably this building may have been converted into a religious
structure or luxury housing. The fountain building on the northwest corner was built into the
room in the next stage of the building. Lastly, although any find providing a certain date for

32
33

For the floor mosaics of the Agora Church, see Maniere-Lévéque 2012, 90, figs. 115-119.

We have a similar example in the Perge Agora, which has a similar plan to the West Agora. The floor of the north
propylon in the Perge Agora was covered with stone and a mosaic pavement in the Byzantine period and used as
a small chapel; see Ozdizbay 2012, 67.
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this building was not found during the excavations, the second fountain building must have
been built in the Middle Byzantine period from its walls and from its position on top of the
mosaic floor.

Room 12 is located just to the north of the building with the fountain (Fig. 3). Although the
room has a square form with its general appearance, this building could not be excavated en-
tirely because the east part of it lies beneath the modern road. Thus the complete architectural
structure could not be entirely recovered. This room contains a siphon regulating the speed
of flow of the water running through the pipes and pipes relating to it (Fig. 5). The siphon is
0,80 m in height and consists of three interwoven separate pieces, the diameters of which ex-
pand downward. There is an elbow pipe rising upwards located on the west wall in the south-
west corner of the room. The parallel part to the floor of this pipe is 0,46 m, and the rising part
of it, which curves upward like an elbow, measures 0,41 m. This connection elbow provided
for water transfer to the agora through a flow system with a [ form. This most probably re-
lates to the siphon parts in the room3* and measures 0,17 m in diameter with a wall thickness
of 0,25 m. Additionally, the wide slot on the joint wall of this room with the fountain building
shows that the water was supplied by this system to the fountain in Room 13 just to the south
of the space. However, for the operation of this system, one more T-shaped pipe that intercon-
nected the slot and the []-shaped flow system just to the east of the secondary pipe, missing
today, is required. Apart from these pipes, there are five separate water outlets that form the
west wall of the building. These dispersed water from the outer wall of the stoa into the stoa
and to various places in the area of the “agora”.

Room 11 has a square plan and measures 3,40 x 4,80 m in area; it is located just to the
north of Room 12 (Fig. 3). Although the architectural form of the building has been completely
uncovered, the excavation of this space could not be completed due to the modern road on
the eastern border. Its architectural characteristic closely resembles Room 12.

Room 15 in the south has a plan close to a square and measures 3,90 x 4,45 m (Figs. 2-3).
While the building is bordered by a polygonal outer wall built in Roman Imperial period on the
west, it is bordered on the east by a house-like tomb characteristic of traditional Lycian tomb
architecture dated to the Early Classical period. There are quite low walls in this room, only
0,60 m in height. There is a small bordered area, 2,30 m in an east-west direction and 0,50 m
in a north-south direction at the southwest corner of the room. The position of the area in the
room and its primitive structure indicate this area was probably used as an animal feedbox. It
is known that exiled Rhodians lived in the area in 18" century®. In this context, this simple
structure with low walls and a rectangular plan was most probably used as a space for small
cattle where these Rhodians bred their animals. Room 14 lies to the north of this structure, and
its east wall has a rectangular plan. Because its walls measuring 3,20 m in length in a north-
south direction lie beneath the modern road, the east-west length of the walls has not yet been
established (Figs. 2-3). The extant wall height of the structure, whose walls have mostly been
destroyed, is 0,80 m. The wall thickness is 0,90 m in the south and 0,75 m in the north. These
walls were laid with large and small stones and reused material. In regard to its low walls and
simple masonry without mortar, this room has similar structural features to Room 15 and may
also have served the function of an animal fold.

3% Donmez — Erdogan 2014, 62.
3 des Courtils 2003, 49.
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North Portico

One of the places where the original architectural structure changed in the Early Byzantine pe-
riod are the rooms on the north side of the agora. This part was reorganized except for some
parts of the wall face and Room 9.

Room 1 is the first space in the northwest corner of the north portico of the agora in this
row. This square-shaped room measures 2,65 x 2,65 m. Formed of three courses of stone, both
large and small, upon approximately 0,30 m of dirt fill, the extant height of the walls is 0,90 m
with a thickness of 0,70 m. The part forming half of the north and the west wall of the build-
ing from north to south displays more skilled workmanship than the other walls. Additionally,
there is another wall adjacent to the east wall of this room, and this displays skilled workman-
ship different from the other walls. While mortar was used as reinforcement material in this
wall, no trace of mortar can be found in the other walls. Room 2 measures 4,50 x 5,24 m in
area and is on the floor of the portico just to the south of Room 1. We found dirt fill beneath
the wall, a characteristic feature. This space also has similar masonry and structural features to
Room 1. Due to a lack of finds, it is difficult to make any inference concerning the function
and date of these two rooms. However, these rooms closely resemble Rooms 14 and 15 in
the east portico with their rectangular forms and low walls. In consequence, these two rooms
may have also have been used as animal folds by Rhodians who inhabited this area in the
18" century.

Room 3, just to the north of Room 1, measures 4,80 x 5,70 m in area and has a rectangu-
lar plan. While the west, east, and north walls of this structure differ from the first two rooms
in both workmanship and quality of blocks (dated to the Roman Imperial period) employed
in the walls, the south wall was constructed in the Early Byzantine period when the present
form of this room was defined. The extant walls of the structure are more durable and of more
skilled workmanship compared to the walls of Room 1. They are 0,86 m in height and 0,70 m
thick. There is a door aperture 1,50 m wide, opening directly on to the street in the front facing
west. This aperture, of which no elements have been found, was blocked with a rubble infill in
a later period. No evidence was found indicating the function of this room.

The most attractive is Room 4. This space is located just to the east of Room 1 and consists
of three separate parts (4a-c; Figs. 3, 6). Entrance into the room is from the north stoa of the
agora. First, Room 4a is entered through a rectangular-planned door measuring 3,20 x 7,45 m
(Fig. 6). The floor of the room is covered in earthenware tiles, most of which have been de-
stroyed. Only a small part of the floor tiles extant can be observed in the southwest part of
the room. The front of the wall of the building was formed of rectangular-cut stone blocks
0,90 m in thickness on the outer face and with polygonal blocks in the inner 1,40 m high. It
is constructed in the isodomic technique. There are traces of repairs dated to later periods in
some parts of the wall; some parts of the west and north wall were constructed in mortared
rubble stone. In the 20113¢ and 20137 excavations in this room, the following were recovered
in the same context: two 7 situ dinos-like large ceramic vessels with one having a pouring
hole (Cat. Nos. 1-2), a bronze pitcher?® dated to the Early Byzantine period (Cat. No. 3), vessels

30 Kekmen — Budak 2012, 53.
37 Donmez — Erdogan 2013, 62 ff.

38 For similar examples see Giumlia-Mair 2004, figs. 10-14.
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such as oinochoe® and olphe® (Cat. Nos. 4-5), an oil-lamp*! dated to the same period (Cat.
No. 6), a stoup 2 (Cat. No. 7), a pot %3 (Cat. No. 8), a bowl** (Cat. No. 9), and scales of the
Constantinople type® (Cat. No. 10)

Room 4¢ measures 1,30 x 4,00 m in area and is located just to the east of Room 4a oriented
in an east-west direction. The other walls of this room — into which entrance is provided by a
small opening in the west wall — are of poor quality except for the south and east walls (Fig.
7). The west wall has been masoned with different sized rubble stone and is mostly repaired.
The extant part of this wall is 0,85 m in height and 0,50 m in thickness. There is a row of tile
sat the southeast corner of the structure and adjacent to the east wall. This tile row measuring
1,65 m in length and 1,20 m in height protrudes about 0,15 m from the east wall to the west.
There is an intense layer of grout at the top level of the tiles. In this space, an in situ spatheia
amphora®® from North Africa, dated between the 6" and 7" centuries A.D. (Fig. 8) (Cat. No.
11) was found. Also found were five amphorae?” that are probably different variants of the
Samos cistern type, of which four were side by side and upside-down and one was to the
north of them (Figs. 9-11) (Cat. No. 12-15). Additionally, a pitcher-shaped vessel (Cat. No. 16)
was found whose origin is unidentified, but we think it is of local production?®. Regarding the
structure’s location and dimensions in addition to amphorae placed upside-down, it can be un-
derstood that this room was employed for wine storage®.

In the northeast border of this room, Room 4b is approximately 2 m above the floor dated
to Roman Imperial period (Fig. 6). The room measuring 4,30 x 5,65 m in area differs from the
other structures by having large blocks on the floor. The structure looks like a podium formed
of stone blocks approximately 0,25 m thickness placed one on the top of the other as quadru-
ple on a dirt fill of 0,85 m (Fig. 12). The walls are approximately 0,40 m in height and formed
of stones all of different sizes. There is mortar around this square podium. Of these walls,
some parts of the south, east, and north have been preserved.

The cluster of finds recovered in Room 4, particularly the finds from 4c, are quite significant
for determining the function of this space. Seven amphorae, of which four were placed upside

39 For comparable examples see Demirer 2013, 189, fig. A2; Gaitzsch 2005, 9, Abb. 3b, Taf. 73, 9b; Oransay 20006, 43,

fig. 2, pl. V, A5; Richter 1915, 111, pl. 98, 2700-2701; Waldbaum 1983, 93, pl. 35, 526; Wright 2000, 167, fig. 12.a.2.
40 por comparable examples see Korkut 2007, no. 11, fig. 2, no. 33, fig. 6; Rocheron-Blanco 2014, 691, pl. 3, 1.

41 For similar examples see Bailey 1998, pl. 91/x 171-173; Hayes 2007, pl. 14.14/N9; 15.1/32-39; Cevik — Bulut 2014,
fig. 39.

For comparable examples see Ozdemir 2009, 22 ff. cat. no. 89; Robinson 1959, pl. 30, M 300; Atik 1995, fig. 22,
cat. no: 59.

42

43
44

For comparable examples see fn. 42.
For comparable examples see Korkut 2007, no. 11, fig. 2, no. 33, fig. 6; Rocheron-Blanco 2014, 691, pl. 3, 1.

Franken 1993, 89-94, fig. 11. The typical feature of the Constantinople scales are the hooks used to measure the
weight being jammed without interlacing each other by being passed through from hoops fixed to the scales. Thus
the hooks can be affixed and dismantled when needed. For detailed information see Franken 1993, 90 ff.

46 Spatheia amphorae are separated into two groups: “Classical Spatheia” and “Late Spatheia”; see Santamaria 1995,

51-57, pl. VI-VIIL. Examples dated to the late periods are 40-45 c¢m and Classical samples average 0.95 m in
height. Our example resembles examples of Late Spatheia b group and date between the 6"-7 centuries A.D.
For examples, see Murialdo 1995, 444, fig. 5; Bonifay 2004, 125-129, fig. 67-69. Keay 1984, type XXVI; Wiliams —
Peacok 1991, 51; Senol — Kerem 2000, 85, pl. 14-4; Senol 2000, pl. XXXV, fig. 130; Aslan 2011, pl. 86, fig. 1.

Kassab Tezgor et al. 2003, pl. VI no. 27; Robinson 1959, pl. 32, no. M328; Papadopoulos, 1989, 89-92; Radulescu
1976, pl. VII, no. 3; Bass — van Doornick 1971, pl. 2, fig. 8.

48 Donmez — Erdogan 2014, 64.
4 Donmez — Erdogan 2014, 64; Varkivanc 2015, 546.
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down, were uncovered in this narrow space, thus indicating this room was used for storage®”.
Filling and filtering vessels were uncovered in Room 4a in the same context and show that
filling and filtering functions were conducted in this room. The floor is covered with quite
carefully laid tiles, and the enclosure is surrounded with low walls as if there was no door
opening. Its upper surface was open. These things plus its position suggest it was probably for
grape crushing and a room for natural fermentation’".

Room 5 is located on the eastern border of Room 4. This room measures 4,10 x 4,30 m; its
plan is approximately square. Except for the exterior wall constructed in the Roman Imperial
period, all the other walls were constructed in the Early Byzantine period. The extant height
of the walls, some parts of which have been destroyed, is 1.40 m. Because there were no finds
from this room during the excavations to indicate its function, the use of this room remains
unknown.

On the east border of Room 5 is Room 6 that measures 4,70 x 7,00 m. This room is also ori-
ented in a north-south direction since its facade opens to the stoa like the other parallel rooms.
While the wall face and the north walls belonged to the first stage of the building, the east and
west walls were added in the Early Byzantine period as are the side walls extending in a north-
south direction of the rooms previous identified. Another alteration made in the Byzantine pe-
riod is visible on the door of the structure. Although the threshold of the door belonged to the
first stage of the structure, the lower pieces of the jambs that are about 1,50 m in their extant
height are reused architrave blocks from another building. There are soffit decorations on the
lower faces of these architrave blocks that have three fascias on their front facades coming up
to the lateral facades of the jambs (Fig. 13). Excavation work in this space did not provide any
evidence that could enable us to understand the function of this room.

Room 7, which has different architectural features from the other rooms, is located entirely
on the north portico and in front of the door of Room 6 (Fig. 6). That the functions of the
rooms in the north side ceased indicates that this space was built in the Middle Byzantine pe-
riod. This room is 5,00 x 8,50 m in size and has a rectangular plan. It has an open room not
completely enclosed by walls. Mortared bricks that are interconnected and pedestals replaced
mutually as reused material (uncovered in the room during excavations) indicates the upper
side of this building was covered by a vaulted roof>?. There is a circular-shaped water reservoir
that could sit entirely on the stylobate from the Roman Imperial period in the south part of the
structure (Fig. 14). The reservoir is 0,60 m in height, 0,23 in depth, and 0,90 m in diameter.
Because three capitals — Corinthian®, Tonic>*, and impost>® — dated to the 5"-6™ centuries A.D.
were recovered during the course of excavation work in this space in 2009, it was initially
thought that this room was first used as a church. It was emphasized in subsequent reports that
this room may have been used as a residence®. Another impost capital®’ and an Ionic capi-
tal of the same types found in 2009 were dated to the 5P-6" centuries A.D. (Fig. 15). Parapet

>0 ponmez — Erdogan 2014, 64.

51 varkivang 2015, 546.

52 Dénmez — Erdogan 2013, 62 ff.

53 des Courtils 2010, 281, fig. 7.

5% des Courtils 2010, 283, fig. 8.

55 des Courtils 2010, 283, fig. 9.

50 des Courtils 2011, 326.

For similar examples, see Herrmann 1988, fig. 181; Tezcan 1989, figs. 463-404.
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pieces dating from the same period were uncovered in the same room during excavations in
201258, These pieces belonged to religious architecture which has no relationship with the ex-
isting form of the structure. These pieces were brought here for use and had been taken from
the destroyed architectural fabric of the Agora Church during the Middle Byzantine period or
later. Although the fact that relevant identifiable finds were not made during the excavation
of this room makes the identification of the function of the room difficult, its half-open archi-
tecture, water reservoir, and location suggest that this room most probably functioned as a
workshop.

Room 8 is to the east of Room 6 measures 4,65 x 8,25 m in size (Fig. 6). The extant height
of facade wall of the space is 1,45 m with a thickness of 0,60 m. The east and west walls of the
structure have the same features as the east and west walls of other rooms. The north wall was
constructed from polygonal masonry, but the excavation of this room has not yet been com-
pleted so its function at the moment is unknown. The extant height of this destroyed wall is
2,85 m. On the lateral facades of the door jambs are soffit decorations made from reused archi-
trave blocks as in Room 6. There is a water channel adjacent to the east wall of the structure.
This water channel passes parallel to the east wall and starts from the east corner of the north
wall of the space to reach the stoa. There is a water tower measuring 1 m wide and long on
the northernmost edge of the channel, which is 0,85 m wide in an east-west direction and ex-
tends 4,65 m in a north-south direction. The upper part of the water tower has been destroyed,
and its extant height is approximately 1,50 m. The water tower and channel are connected to
a large water channel 0,90 m wide, which is thought to be connected to a cistern on a higher
level. A part of this channel extending north was excavated in 2015 (Fig. 16). During excava-
tion in this room, five large pithoi dating from the 5%-7" centuries A.D. were found. Three of
these were in a line (Figs. 17-18) (Cat. No. 17), and two filling®® vessels as well as an in situ
measuring vessel (Cat. No. 18) and a pipette (Cat. No. 19) were recovered®. The large pithoi
and other filling vessels found in this space indicate this room was a place where liquids were
sold®2. Studies concerning the example identified as a pipette amongst the filling vessels®
show this type was used to get wine from a large pithos and decant it into another vessel in
wine shops®®. Consequently, Room 8 was a wine shop in which retail wine was sold®. When
the finds recovered from Room 4 were analyzed together with Room 8, we understood that
there was a wine workshop in use in the northwest corner of the Xanthos West Agora dur-
ing the Early Byzantine period. It was abandoned in the 7 century A.D. with a winery con-
nected to it®,

Among the rooms of the north portico, the only room that preserved its structurality dur-
ing the Late Antique period was Room 9. Despite this, repairs and alterations dating from later

These Impost and Tonic capitals found in the same context fit together on top of each other. Hence, a composition
similar to the Ionic-impost capitals may have been created here, in particular as a secondary use of Ionic capitals.
See a similar example of this rare use in Herrmann 1988, fig. 181.

9 Doénmez 2016, 66, fig. 2.

For detail on the ceramic vessels uncovered in the winery, see Varkivan¢ 2015, 545-558.
Dénmez — Erdogan 2013, 63.

Doénmez — Erdogan 2013, 62; Varkivang 2015.

For the “Wine house” in Room 8, the pipette and the other ceramics, see Varkivang 2015.
Varkivang 2015, 548.

Donmez — Erdogan 2013, 63; Varkivance 2015, 549. For some wine workshops and findings, see Crawford 1990, 45,
52, fig. 35, 207-210; Jashemski 1967, 193 ff.; Mellink 1960, 67; Shear Jr. 1975, 357; Wolff 1996, 747.

%0 Donmez — Erdogan 2014, 64; Varkivanc 2015, 549.
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periods can also be seen that were made to this structure. Its facade, which had repairs, has
been destroyed. In particular, the threshold — at a height of 0,40 m compared to other thresh-
olds — was raised by filling the lower part with rubble stones in a later period. Because the
excavation of this room was carried out in the 1950s and no evaluation concerning the date of
this room was made in publications at that time, it is impossible from them to say when this
repair work was carried out. Despite this, the use of rubble stones in particular and the fact
that the level of the floor of the stoa was raised indicate this repair work was carried out in the
Early Byantine period or later. Because the excavations were carried out in 1950s for the pur-
pose of finding architectural pieces of the Inscribed Pillar Monument, only information relevant
to this was mentioned in the publications. Consequently, we have no information concerning
any other finds uncovered in the room, and so the function of this space in the Byzantine pe-
riod cannot be determined.

Room 10, located just to the east of the Inscribed Pillar Monument, measures 4,30 x 5,50 m
in size. Although the front facade of the room has been destroyed, the north and east walls
were constructed from different-sized rectangular and square-shaped travertine blocks that dis-
play the monumentality of the Roman Imperial period. Due to the fact that there was no evalu-
ation of any finds or the use of this room published by previous researchers as noted above
in respect to Room 9, it is quite difficult to determine the date of the wall. However, besides
the mortar used to strengthen the wall, the similarity exhibited with the walls of the building
with the fountain behind the east portico indicates this structure took this form in the Early
Byzantine period. The upper parts of the wall that were destroyed were raised with small rub-
ble stones and set in copious mortar. The quality of the materials employed and close similar-
ity in workmanship with the column imitations located on the east corner of the north stoa and
the filling in-between date them to the 11th-12th centuries A.D.9 (Fig. 19). Hence, from this
similarity, we can suggest that this repair work was executed in the Middle Byzantine period.
As with Room 9, this room was excavated in 1950s. Except for the pieces of the pillar, there
was no find in the publications that could aid in determining the function of this room.

West Portico

Another church with basilical plan was constructed on the western border of the agora in the
Byzantine period. It was influential in causing some physical changes to the center of the west
portico (Figs. 2-3 No. 20)°8. The building, today called the West Church or West Basilica®,
has three naves and an apse; its transepts form measures 40 x 20 m. The part of the building
directly impinging upon the agora and causing physical changes to the agora was its apse.
This protruding, semicircular apse was constructed as if to divide the portico by changing the
original architectural layout of the portico. It forms a semicircle 10 m in diameter. The stylobate
blocks separating the naves of the church are of reused material’’. The blocks measure 0,41 m
in height and 0,77 m in width. These blocks have the same measurements as the stylobate
blocks of the agora. It therefore seems probable that these stylobate blocks were removed

67 des Courtils 2003, 49.

8 For the Western Church see Maniére-Lévéque 2012, 87, fig. 114. Maniére-Lévéque 2012, 86: “Its semicircular apse

containing a synthronon, was built into the Agora’s W portico, and this may be a part of a civil basilica. The
question remains open, since this bulding never excavated”.

99 The first excavations conducted in the West Church were not researched in detail before excavations were carried

out by A. Aydin and A. Yaman during the 2012 season; see Aydin — Yaman 2013, 67 ff.
70" Aydin — Yaman 2013, 67 ff.
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from the west portico of the agora and reused in the construction of the church”'. There are
two rows of wall extending in an east-west direction approximately 20 m from the south and
north sides of the church. These walls isolated the church from its surroundings by closing off
both directions and generating an integrated architectural composition with the agora. This
construction joined the ramparts going down to Esen Stream in the south and the north and
the south porticos of the agora in the east, as can be observed today. Consequently, access to
the church was provided via the north and south porticos of the agora. Because only super-
ficial work was conducted in the area, the available evidence does not suffice to provide us
with a date for this structure. However, the fact that the types of form including transepts are
generally dated to the 4" and 6" centuries A.D. in the Byzantine world and in the Lycian re-
gion the 5" and 6™ centuries respectively indicates that this church may have been built in the
5t century A.D.72.

Agora Square

In soundings taken in the agora square, walls dated to the Byzantine period were uncovered’?
(Figs. 2-3 No. 22). However, because as yet the whole of the square has not been excavated,
it is quite difficult to make any definitive judgement concerning the dimensions and functions
of the structures at present. However, considering the proximity of the square to the other
additional buildings connected to the church and the church on the southwest corner of the
square, these structures may be understood to be a continuation of the additional buildings
connected to the church.

Other Late Structures in the Area

The most remarkable examples of these restructurings can be seen at the points where the
east and the north porticos intersected. In this part, instead of pedestals on stylobate blocks,
imitations of these of the same sizes and apertures and strengthened with lavish mortar were
replaced. Thus, it seems most probable that the aim was to form a simple imitation of the
demolished porticos. In a later period, this unit was converted into a completely closed form
through filling apertures of these imitation columns with small-sized rubble stones (Fig. 19)74.
This closed room may have been used as residence”.

In research conducted at a height of about 2,00 m from the floor levels of the shops in the
north side of the area behind the north portico, some ceramic pieces belonged to the Late
Byzantine and Seljuk cultures’ together with five in situ small amphorae dated to the Middle
Byzantine period (11"-12" centuries) were found. The bodies of these were decorated with
striplines’”. Together architectural finds from structures belonging to structures dating from the

71 Donmez 2018, 221.

72 In the Lycian region in the cities of Patara, Tlos, and Olympos, three churches with transepts form have been

excavated, and important results have been reached. For the Patara example see Ceylan — Erdogan, figs. 3-5. For
the Tlos example see Korkut 2015, 42-47. For the Olympos example see Oztaskin — Sertel 2017, 357 ff. For general
information about basilicas with transepts, see also Akytirek 2016, 523 ff.

73 Dénmez — Erdogan 2013, 64.

74 Apertures between the columns in the east portico of the Macellum in Perge were also were infilled with similar

workmanship; see Ozdizbay 2012, 67.

75 des Courtils 2003, 49.

70" des Courtils 2007, 323 ff.

77 des Courtils 2007 ff., 321, fig. 10.
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Middle Byzantine period were recovered. Because it is not supported by architectural finds as
well as the small number of ceramic pieces dating from the Late Byzantine and Seljuk periods,
it is difficult to make any inferences about the degree of activities here’®. However, contrary to
this position, the finds from the Middle Byzantine period show that architectural buildings par-
ticularly were reused as workshops and residences’.

Many simple structures were also detected in the agora square. Entablature in one of
these restructurings uncovered in the north part of the square and the presence of a unit that
consisted of two rooms simply formed by placing other architectural pieces side by side are
known from the publications of past researchers®. These simple structures found in pieces and
restituted during environmental planning in the agora may have been used as places with an
animal-fold function in which Rhodian people bred their animals, since it is known they lived
in the area in the 18" century®'.

Coins

The coins recovered from the agora excavations are in poor condition. Despite this, those
coins that are legible conform with the historical process indicated by other evidence from
the north workshops of the agora. All six coins in the catalogue are dated to the 4" and
5t centuries A.D. (Cat. Nos. 20-25). As a result of being recovered at ground level in the
north workshops of the agora and in strata close to this level, it is evident they come from the
same stratigaphy as the storage vessels recovered that date the rooms. The earliest coin re-
covered dates from the reign of Delmatius Caesar (A.D. 335-337) and the latest from the reign
of Honorius (A.D. 393-423). The names of the legible mints on these coins are Thessaloniki,
Nicomedia, and Antiochia®?.

General Evaluation and Conclusion

From the evaluation of the above evidence, significant conclusions have been reached con-
cerning the changes made to and the transformation of the Xanthos West Agora during the
Byzantine period. However, from this new evidence arises several points worthy of further
discussion.

Archaeological finds from the area show the function of the Roman State Agora ended in
the first half of the 5" century A.D. when the agora was converted into an area of commercial
activity. It contained shops and workshops as well as additional buildings with functions that
differed from those of the Roman Agora. It also had a religious area containing two churches,
one of which was located at the southwest corner of the area (Fig. 3 No. 17)%, the other in the
west portico (Fig. 3 No. 20)%%, and a chapel (Fig. 3 No. 18)®. In particular, the finds from these

78 Armstrong 1998, 327 states in her study in which she evaluated the Seljuk-period ceramics recovered in Xanthos
that users of these ceramics had left no archaeological finds except for these poorly fired ceramics. A reason for
this situation is that the Turks who came to Xanthos at that time would have used the units already standing
without building any new structures in the city, since they led a nomadic life.

79 Doénmez 2017 et al., 49-54.

80 des Courtils 1998, 461, fig. 5 ff.

81 des Courtils 2003, 49.

82 Donmez 2014, 60.

83 For the Agora Church, see Maniére-Lévéque 2012, 88, fig. 115, no. 44.

84 For the Western Church, see Maniere-Lévéque 2012, 87, fig. 114.

For the Chapel in the agora, see Maniére-Lévéque 2012, 88, fig. 115, no. 51.
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different building groups show that the rooms in the north and the religious structures were
both built in the first half of 5" century A.D.%® from contextual correlations established through
excavation. Both were simultaneously abandoned in 7" century A.D.%’. The following ques-
tions can be asked on the basis of the available data. Were the alterations made to the West
Agora in the Early Byzantine period executed as planned, or were they independent of each
other? Why was this identified as a religious complex by Maniere-Lévéque®®? In other words,
why were so many churches and other additional structures concentrated particularly in this
area? Can there be a living relationship between the religious complex and the rooms on the
north portico? Alternatively, did new structures emerge as a result of the physical alterations
made in the agora, and are the urban units independent of each other and to be evaluated by
themselves?

We know from the examples of Thasos and Selge that churches were built on the edge
of agoras in the 4"-5" centuries A.D. as Lavan stated in his article about Late Antique ago-
ras®. However, the Xanthos example differs from them in that the Agora Church was built
exactly in the square of agora. Additionally, it is not just one church but such a complex that
consists of another large church and additional religious structures. Thus, there should be a
reason for constructing so many religious structures in the area. It would be correct to associ-
ate this reason with the area’s previous function as an agora since the Church in the course of
Christianization regarded squares such as the agora and the forum as sources of corruption and
immorality?®. Hence, the function of Roman agora must have been ended when the churches
were constructed in the area, thus preventing non-Christian activities that might otherwise have
taken place in the agora. However, this argument may not be regarded as a sufficient reason
by itself because, although the agoras and similar public buildings were those spaces in which
pagan beliefs were intensely expressed, they continued to be used for a while during the Early
Byzantine period”!. Then they were converted into the units generally consisting of shops and
rooms with a residential function through physical alterations made in the 5" and 6™ centuries
A.D?. This phenomenon shows itself in the new architectural forms behind the north and east

80 The chapel is located on a passage between the Western Church and the Agora Church, thus indicating that it was
built later than the churches; see Maniere-Lévéque 2012, 95, 97. In addition, Metzger states that during the dark
period of the 7" century A.D. the church of the agora was destroyed as a result of the invasion, as in the case of
the eastern basilica. This small chapel must have been built afterwards; see Metzger 1956, 160.

87 Fort the events in 7™ century A.D. in Xanthos, see Foss 1994, 9 ff.; 1996, 26-27.
88 Maniére-Léveque 2000, 341 ff.
89 Lavan 2006, 234.

90 Saradi-Mendolovici 1988, 365 ff.; Kiriliov 2007, 18.

o1 Lavan 2006, 230 ff; Kiriliov 2007, 18. For paganism in public spaces in the Late Antique period, see Lavan 2009,

439 ff.

These kind of physical alterations show themselves on large public buildings dating from the Roman Imperial
period in many Mediterranean cities in the 5" and 6" centuries. The buildings were converted into areas of
commercial activity or dwelling places that consisted of small, side-by-side rooms by being restored; see Cameron
1993, 106. In this context, we find the same in the Xanthos Agora as in the Lower Agora at Sagalassos. At this time,
new side-by-side rooms were added to the porticos of the agora, and the area was converted into a significant
commercial center in which there were shops; see Putzeys et al., 164 ff., fig. 5. Another example of this is the
Byzantine shops adjacent to the south wall of the Bath-Gymnasium complex at Sardes. The area became an
important area of commercial activity with the addition of many shops side-by-side to the portico of this building
in the 5" century A.D., which was a colonnaded street in the Imperial Period; see Crawford 1990, fig. 2 ff. Another
example is the Perge Agora where some alterations were made to the propylon and shops in the Byzantine period.
All of the entrances to the agora except for the west propylon were walled off. Some of the shops in the east
were converted into vaulted rooms. The north propylon was probably used as a small chapel; see Ozdizbay 2012,
67, fig. 54 ff. A further example is the Andriake Harbor Agora (Plakoma). In the first half of the 5" century, the
north spaces of the building through alterations were converted into murex workshops, and the south side of the
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portico of the area, as also in the West Agora. In this context, some rooms on the north por-
tico, thought to have served as an andron in the Roman Imperial period, were converted into
shops, a storeroom, a winery, and workshops by undergoing substantial physical alterations. A
structure thought to have functioned originally as a propylon in the east portico was converted
into a structure where there were probably fountain buildings dated to the later decades of the
Early Byzantine period.

There should therefore be some different reasoning for the presence of a religious complex
in this area. This reason can be associated with the longstanding cultic significance of this area,
which it had possessed since the Classical period?®. The fact that this particular area of the city
was chosen, when there were other relatively flat areas upon which a religious complex could
have been built elsewhere in the city, was most probably was due to its sacred character from
the Classical period onwards. This spatial cultic memory was preserved through this area being
converted into a state agora in the Roman Imperial period”®, an association extending into Late
Antiquity.

The architectural alterations that occurred in the same period in many cities around the
Mediterranean region support the idea that physical alterations made in the Xanthos agora
were irregular and independent of each other. In addition, it is difficult to say that agora was
transformed into a monastery or a similar religious complex in a planned and integrated man-
ner, since both the distance from the north to the religious structure and the findings that
should link the two building groups have not yet been found. Along with the administrative
changes that began in the 4" century A.D., public structures such as agoras and porticos were
transformed into private property areas with physical changes®. Therefore, the space in the
north may have been transformed into a private business activity area due to the monopoly
of one of the city’s administrators. However, although not the entire agora, nevertheless, the
Agora Church and other additional structures around it were transformed into a religious com-
plex, as Maniere-Lévéque has stated”®. At this point, West Church (No. 20), within the frame-
work of similar examples should be the center of this complex, and other structures around it
must be additional structures connected to it?”. In addition, the rooms®® on the passage from
the West Church to the Agora Church are very important for understanding the function of the
complex. However, because of the fact that the Western Church has not yet been excavated, it

building was employed as dump area for these workshops; see Aygiin 2016, 50, pl. 10. For the transformation of
agoras in the Late Antiquity, see Lavan 20006; Jacobs 2013, 120-124.

93 As is known from the ancient Greek inscription on the Inscribed Pillar Monument, it is understood that the area

had the function of an agora in the Classical period. An enclosure wall with a kind of title consisting of holiness
was recorded as a “pure temenos” (ra3 0QdL Tepével); see TL 44c (22). This shows this area was a sacred place.
Additionally, there is information concerning the twelve gods of the agora among these same inscriptions. Bryce
1986, 96 writes, “Since the time when the ocean separated Europe from Asia, no Lycian ever yet raised such a stele
to the Twelve Gods in the holy temenos of the agora”. In addition, the pillared tombs of monumental dimensions
belonging to dynast members, some of which were encircled by temenos walls in this area clearly exhibit the
sacred aspect of this area. For a tomb example with temenos in this area, see Donmez — Schiirr 2016, 119-149.

94 Dénmez 2018, 231.
95 Saradi 2008, 319.

96 Maniére-Léveque 2012, 86 ff.

97 Additional religious units on the sides of the Early Byzantine basilica-planned churches are a common feature in

the religious architecture of Lycia in Late Antiquity; see Aydm 20006, 40-45; Akyiirek 2016, 524-25. For the similar
examples in Lycian region, see Ceylan — Erdogan 2016, 212, figs. 2-3; Akyiirek 2016, 524, fig. 4; Tiryaki 2016,
tigs. 1-2.

98 Maniere-Lévéque 2012, 86, fn. 110.
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is currently impossible to go beyond hypotheses and make clear inferences about the function
of the complex?.

The finds recovered from this units enable us to make some observations about the Middle
Byzantine period. In this period there was some activity associated with fresh habitation in
this area in the 11" and 12" centuries A.D. Despites alteration in the Early Byzantine period,
the architectural structures from the Roman Imperial period had been somewhat preserved.
However, between the 7" and 10" centuries these were completely abandoned, and the shops
in the north part were covered in a strata of dirt fill. Rooms enclosed by walls of simple work-
manship were built on top of this filling. In addition, the workshops on the north portico and
residential rooms on the northeast corner of the portico show that this area became a small
settlement at that time. Also, the small chapel (Fig. 3 No. 18), which is problematic in terms of
dating, must have been built during this period!'®’. Finds dating from the Late Byzantine period
are quite scarce in this area compared with the finds from the Early and Middle Byzantine peri-
ods. This is to such an extent that only a few ceramics date from the Late Byzantine and Seljuk
periods, indicating that the people inhabiting this area at that time had a nomadic culture as
Armstrong has stated!%!,

Catalogue

Cat. No. 1 Measuring / Mixing Vessel

Inventory : Xnths'11-03

Findspot : West Agora. North Portico. Room 4a. Trench
No. 9; +10 cm

Sizes R.D.: 55 ¢cm Ht.: 23 cm B.D.: 43 cm

Description It has conical body, horizontal handle, flat
base with a small triangular beads band
bossing of handle-length at rim edge.

Clay 5 YR - 7/6 reddish yellow

Fabric Description
Date

: Well-fired, hard, non-porous, untempered, clean.

47t centuries A.D. (dating from context).

Cat. No. 2 Filling / Filtering Vessel

Inventory : Xnths'11-04

Findspot : West Agora. North Portico. Room 4a. Trench
No. 9; +10 cm

Sizes R.D.: 48 cm Ht.: 28 cm B.D.: 38 cm

Description It has conical body, horizontal handle, flat

base with a small triangular beads band
bossing on handle-length at rim edge and a
pouring hole at the base.

99 The religious buildings of Xanthos dating from the Byzantine period are being evaluated by E. Ustiindag, a PhD
student at Ko¢ University within the scope of a doctoral thesis. Research conducted by Ustiindag will hopefully
enlighten problems concerning the West Church.

100 A small-sized chapel was built into or alongside the basilica-shaped churches which were destroyed for various

reasons due to the economic collapse of the Lycian region in the Middle Ages. One of the examples of this situa-
tion, which has many representations, is confronted in the city basilica of Patara; see Ceylan — Erdogan 2016, 213,
fig. 24. For the list of the other examples, see Hellenkemper — Hild 2004.

101 gee fn. 78.
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Clay
Fabric Description
Date

Cat. No. 3
Inventory
Findspot

Sizes

Description

Material
Comp. Ex.
Date

Cat. No. 4
Inventory
Findspot
Sizes

Description

Material
Comp. Ex.

Date

Cat. No. 5
Inventory
Findspot

Sizes

Clay

Fabric Description
Comp. Ex.

Date

Cat. No. 6
Inventory
Findspot
Sizes

Clay

: Xnths'11-06
: West Agora. North Portico. Room 4a. Trench No: 9;

: RD.: 7.3 cm Ht.: 18 cm B.D.: 8.5 cm
. It consists of three-pieces, flat base, round body,

. Copper
: Giumlia-Mair 2004, figs. 10-14.
. 1923 centuries A.D.

: Xnths'13-10

. West Agora. North Portico. Room 4a.

: R.D.: 85 cm Ht.: 25 cm B.D.: 10 cm

. It is clover-rimmed and the neck widens

. Copper
. Demirer 2013, 189, fig. A2; Gaitzsch 2005, 9,

: XNT. 2011/05

. West Agora. North Portico. Room 4a.

: RD.:5cm.: Ht.: 18 cm B.D.: 5,4 cm

: 5 YR - 7/6 reddish yellow

. Well-fired, hard, non-porous, untempered, clean.
. Korkut 2007, no. 11, fig. 2, no. 33, fig. 6;

: Late Roman-Early Byzantine period

© 5 YR - 7/6 reddish yellow
. Well-fired, hard, non-porous, untempered, clean.
: 4™-7% centuries A.D. (dating from context).

Pitcher

+10 cm

long neck, convex lip, ovoidal form, single
handle and the handle is decorated.

Pitcher / Oinochoe?

gradually starting from the rim and end on the
body. The body is biconical and it has a concave
high base.

Abb. 3b, Taf. 73, 9b; Oransay 2006, 43, fig. 2,
pl. V, A5; Richter 1915, 111, pl. 98, 2700-2701;
Waldbaum 1983, 93, pl. 35, 526; Wright 2000,
167, fig. 12.a.2.

. 5ot centuries ALD.

Pitcher (Olphe)

Rocheron-Blanco 2014, 691, pl. 3, 1.

Oil-lamp

: XNT. 2013/14

: West Agora. Room 4a.

: Ht.: 3.3 cm L.: 8.5cm B.D.: 5.6 cm
: 5 YR - 7/6 reddish yellow
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Description

Comp. Ex.

Date

Cat. No. 7
Inventory
Findspot

Sizes
Clay
Fabric Description

Comp. Ex.

Date

Cat. No. 8
Inventory
Findspot

Sizes
Clay
Fabric Description

Comp. Ex.
Date

Cat. No. 9
Inventory
Findspot

Sizes

Clay

Fabric Description

Comp. Ex.
Date

: It is made of ceramic, brick-colored

: Varkivang 2001-2002, 143, fig. 14;

Aytac Donmez

burnished and has a buff fabric.
Discus protrudes upward and has
round body with a perpendicular
handle from discus to body.

Bailey 1998, pl. 91/x 171-173; Hayes
2007, fig. 14.14/N9; 15.1/32-39;
Turker 2010, 137-152, fig. 12; Cevik —
Bulut 2014, fig. 39.

. 671 centuries A.D.

Mug?

: XNT. 2011

: West Agora. Room 4a. Trench 9

K.19 0.00/-0.10 m

: H.D.: 6,5 cm. Ht.: 14 cm
: 5 YR — 7/6 reddish yellow
: Well-fired, hard, non-porous, untem-

pered, clean.

. Ozdemir 2009, 22 vd. cat. no. 89;

Robinson 1959, pl. 30 M 300; Atik - -
1995, 146, fig. 22, cat no. 59.

. 57t centuries A.D.

Bowl/Pot

: XNT. 2012
: West Agora. Room 6.A 20 trench -

120 cm

: B.D.: 14,5 cm: Ht.: ?
: 5 YR - 7/6 reddish yellow
: Well fired, hard, non-porous, un-

tempered, clean.

: See No. 7.
. 517t centuries A.D.

Bowl

: XNT. 2011

: West Agora. Room 4a. Trench 8 K/5 +40/ 0 cm
: BD.: 6 cm: Ht.: 4 cm

: 5 YR - 7/6 reddish yellow

: Well-fired, hard, non-porous, untem-

~ KX

pered, clean.

: Rocheron — Blanco 2014, 691, pl. 3, 1; Korkut 2007, no. 11, fig. 2.
: Late Roman-Early Byzantine period



Xanthos West Agora ll: Alteration and Transformation in the Byzantine Period

Cat. No. 10
Type
Inventory
Findspot
Sizes
Material
Comp. Ex.
Date

Cat. No. 11

Type

Inventory
Findspot

Sizes

Clay

Fabric Description

Comp. Ex.
Date

Cat. No. 12

Type

Inventory
Findspot

Sizes

Clay

Fabric Description

Comp. Ex.

Date

Cat. No. 13

Type

Inventory
Findspot

Sizes

Clay

Fabric Description

Comp. Ex.

Date

Steelyard

: Constantinople

: XNT. 2011

. West Agora. Room 4a. Trench X, K28.
: L:25cm

. Bronze

. Franken 1993, 91, fig. 11.

;57 centuries AD.

Amphora

: Spatheia 3B

: XNT. 2013/11

. West Agora. North Portico. Room 4c¢

: RD.: 6,7 cm Ht.: 47 cm B.D.: 2,3 cm

: 5 YR - 7/6 reddish yellow

. Well-fired, hard, non-porous, untem-

pered, clean.

. Keay 1984, 80, fig. 20-4; Kassab

Tezgor et al. 2003, pl. V, no: 25

. 67t centuries A.D.

Amphora

: Samos

: XNT. 2013/14

. West Agora. North Portico. Room 4c¢

: R.D.: 13 cm Ht.: 55 cm

: 5 YR - 7/6 reddish yellow

. Well-fired, hard, non-porous, untem-

pered, clean.

: Kassab Tezgor et al. 2003, pl. VI,

no: 27; Robinson 1959, pl. 32, no:
M328; Papadopoulos 1989, 89-92;
Radulescu 1976, pl. VII, no: 3

. 4hegth centuries A.D.

Amphora

: Samos

: XNT. 2013/15

: West Agora. North Portico. Room 4c¢

: RD.: 14 cm Ht.: 71 cm

: 5 YR - 7/6 reddish yellow

. Well-fired, hard, non-porous, untem-

pered, clean.

. Kassab Tezgor et al. 2003, pl. VI,

no. 27; Robinson 1959, pl. 32, no.
M328; Papadopoulos 1989, 89-92;
Radulescu 1976, pl. VII, no. 3; Bass —
van Doornick 1971, pl. 2, fig. 8.

o 41-7% centuries A.D.

-

Y LU
”
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Cat. No. 14
Type
Inventory
Findspot
Sizes
Material
Clay

Fabric Description

Comp. Ex.

Date

Cat. No. 15
Inventory
Findspot

Sizes

Material

Clay

Fabric Description

Comp. Ex.

Date

Cat. No. 16
Inventory
Findspot
Sizes

Clay

Fabric Description
clean.

Date

Cat. No. 17
Inventory
Findspot

Clay

Fabric Description

Aytac Donmez

Amphora

: Samos

: XNT. 2013/16

: West Agora. North Portico. Room 4c
: RD.: 34 cm Ht.: 69

: Ceramic

: 5 YR — 7/6 reddish yellow

: Well-fired, hard, non-porous, untempered,

clean.

: Kassab Tezgor et al. 2003, pl. VI, no. 27;

Robinson 1959, pl. 32, no. M328;
Papadopoulos 1989, 89-92; Radulescu 1976,
pl. VII, no. 3; Bass — van Doornick 1971,
pl. 2, fig. 8.

. 4M-7th centuries A.D.

Amphora

: XNT. 2013/17

: West Agora. North Portico. Room 4c

: R.D.: ? Ht.: 40

: Ceramic

: 5 YR — 7/6 reddish yellow

: Well-fired, hard, non-porous, untempered,

clean.

: Kassab Tezgor et al. 2003, pl. VI, no. 27;

Robinson 1959, pl. 32, no. M328;
Papadopoulos 1989, 89-92; Radulescu 1976,
pl. VII, no. 3; Bass — van Doornick 1971,
pl. 2, fig. 8.

4170 centuries A.D.

Pitcher?

: XNT. 2013/17

: West Agora. North Portico. Room 4c¢

: R.D.: 13 cm Ht.: 35

: 5 YR — 7/6 reddish yellow

: Well-fired, hard, non-porous, untempered,

;417 centuries A.D. (dating from contexu).

Pithos

: XNT. 2012

: West Agora. Room 8. Winery. Floor

: 5 YR — 7/6 reddish yellow

: Well-fired, hard, non-porous, untempered,

clean.

No: 4

AMEEE NN

No: 7
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Description

Date

Cat. No. 18
Inventory
Findspot

Sizes
Clay
Fabric Description

Comp. Ex.

Date

Cat. No. 19
Inventory
Findspot

Sizes

Fabric Color
Fabric Description

Comp. Ex.

Date

Cat. No. 20
Inv.

FS

BS

Metal

Weight

Diameter

Direction

Findspot

Level

Excavation Inv. No

: XNT. 2012
: West Agora. Room 8. Winery.

: R.D.: 13 cm Ht.: 20 cm?
: 5 YR - 7/6 reddish yellow
. Well-fired, hard, non-porous,

. Broneer 1935, 240, pl. XL, fig. 16;

: XNT. 2012

. West Agora. Room 8. Winery. Floor

: RD.: 2.5 cm Ht.: 35 cm

: 2.5 YR 6/8 light red

. Well-fired, hard, non-porous, untempered,

. Bailey — Craddock 2003, 1 ff., fig. 1.1-1.4;

. This pithos of Ht. 85 cm and Dia. 80 cm at its widest point has a base of

5 cm diameter and a cylindrical base of the same height on the exterior of
approximately 20 cm diameter and a base with a curve to the body in
the interior. Rim diameter is 30 cm.

;47 centuries A.D. (dating from context).

Measuring / Filling Vessel

Floor

untempered, clean.

Broneer 1947, 71 ff. fig. 14 ff,
Gokay-Kepge 20006, 66 ff., 137 BZ31; Hayes 2008, 100. 264 (no. 1564)
61.266 (no. 1585) 101 ff. 267 (no. 1595); Kogler 2005, 56, fig.14.

: 517! centuries A.D. (dating from context).

Pipette

clean.

Devries 1973, XXXX; Dunham 1963, fig. 71 ff.;
Fernandez 1984, 43 ff., fig. 8, pl. VI, no. 166-1;
McGovern 2007, 274; Kephalidou 2003, 64 ff.,
fig. 2 ff.; Seele 1974, 9 fig. Sa-b; Tigner 1974,
437, fn. 16; Trofimova 2007, 95 no. 16;
Williams 1991, 7, 10, 62 ff., 67, 74, 78, 87, 157 fig. 21a-d, 87c, 92¢, 121d,
126b, 159, 171c, 289a.

. 47 centuries A.D. (dating from context).

: XNT. 2011

Flavius Julius Constans, A.D. 337-350

. Head with diadem to the right; “D N CO[NSTA NS P F AVG]”
: In wreath; “VOI[T] XX [M]V[LT] XXX” In exergue, “SMN[A]”

: AE

: 1,39 g

;19 mm

11

. Agora; Room 4a, K23/2011
: 124 m
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Mint
Unit

Cat. No. 21
Inv.

FS
BS

Metal

Weight

Diameter

Direction

Findspot

Level

Excavation Inv. No
Mint

Unit

Cat. No. 22
Inv.

FS
BS

Metal

Weight

Diameter

Direction

Findspot

Level

Excavation Inv. No
Mint

Unit

Cat. No. 23
Inv.

FS
BS

Metal

Weight

Diameter

Direction

Findspot

Level

Excavation Inv. No
Mint

Unit

. Surface

Aytac Donmez

: Nicomedia
. AE 4

: XNT. 2012

Valens, A.D. 364-378

: Bust with diadem to the right; “[D N] VAL[EN]S P F AV[G]”
: Emperor resting his right hand on shield and a banner in his left while

walking to the right; “{GLIO[RIJA ROIMAN]O[RVIM

. AE

1,70 g

: 11 mm

12

: Agora, Room 7
: -80/-95cm

: XNT. 2012

Valentinian I, A.D. 364-375

. Bust with diadem to the right; “D N V[ALENTINIANVS P F AVG]”
: Victory proceeds to the left and keeps wreath and palm; “SE[CVRITAS

REIPVIBLICAE”; In exergue, “[TIESA”

. AE

: 1.8 ¢

;11 mm

. 10

: Agora, Room 6
: - 105 cm

. Thessaloniki?
. AE 3

: XNT. 2012

Dalmatius Caesar 335 — 337 A.D.

: Bust of Dalmatius Caesar to the right; “[FL. DALMAITIS NOB C”
: Two standing soldiers with their spears; “{GLORIA EXERCIITVS” In

exergue, “SMTS”

. AE

1 0,83g

: 18 mm

11

. Agora, Square

. Thessaloniki?
. AE 3
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Cat. No. 24

Inv. : XNT. 2014
Arcadius, A.D. 383-408

FS : Bust with pearl diadem to the right; “[D N ARCADIIVS [P F AVG]”

BS . Arcadius is standing, leans on the spear with his right hand, his head
towards right, Nike crowns him; “VIRTVS [EXERCIJTT

Metal . AE

Weight 0 225¢g

Diameter : 18 mm

Direction : 5

Findspot . West Agora. Room 11

Level ;- 140 cm

Excavation Inv. No

Mint : Antioch/Antiochia; AN (?)

Unit . AE 3

Cat. No. 25

Inv. : XNT. 2012
Honorius, A.D. 393/423

FS . Emperor’s bust with pearl diadem to the right; “[D N HIONORI[IS P F
AVG]”

BS . Emperor is standing, his head towards to the right and holds globus in his
hand; “{GLORIA ROMA|NORVM”

Metal . AE

Weight 475¢g

Diameter : 21 mm

Direction 11

Findspot . West Agora. North Portico

Level . Surface

Excavation Inv. No
Mint : 7
Unit : AE 3
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Fig. T Xanthos, general view (Aerial photograph)

Fig. 2 West Agora (Aerial photograph)
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Ksanthos West Agora
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Fig. 4 Room 13

Fig. 3

West Agora plan

(Drawn by A. Dénmez —

E. Can, Agora Church and
Chapel taken from Maniere-
Lévéque 2013, 113, fig. 143)
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Fig. 6 West Agora, north side (Aerial photograph)
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Fig. 7
Room 4c
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Fig. 9
Room 4c, find
group: amphorae

Fig. 10
Room 4c, amphora

Fig. 11
Room 4c, find
group: amphorae
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Fig. 12
Room 4b, floor pavement

Fig. 13
Room 8, jamb detail
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Fig. 15 lonic-impost capital (Photo E. Ustiindag)
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Fig. 16
Water system

R ;»\"'Vater canal

Water reclamation
tank * 8-

Fig. 17
Room 8, winery: pithoi

Fig.18
Room 8, winery:
pithoi and filling vessels
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Fig. 19 Portico, northeast corner



