Seleucia

Say1 VI -2016

_';‘\\ a—

Olba Kazist Serist




Seleucia V1

Olba Kazis1 Serisi






Olba Kazis: Serisi

Seleucia VI

Seleucia, uluslararas: hakemli dergidir ve her yil Mayis ayinda bir say1 olarak
basilir. Yollanan ¢aligmalar, giris sayfalarinda belirtilen yazim kurallarina uygunsa
yayinlanir, calismast yayinlanan her yazar, caligmanin baski olarak yayinlanmasini
kabul etmis ve telif haklarini Seleucia yayinina devretmis sayilir. Seleucia kopya
edilemez ancak dipnot referans gosterilerek yayinlarda kullanilabilir.



Seleucia, uluslararas: hakemli dergidir ve her yil Seleucia

Mayis ayinda bir say1 olarak basilir. Yollanan Olba Kazis1 Serisi VI
calismalar, 7. sayfada belirtilen yazim kurallarina Say1: 6

uygunsa yayinlanir, ¢aligmasi yayinlanan her

ISSN: 2148-4120

yazar, ¢aligmanin bask: olarak yayinlanmasin
kabul etmis ve telif haklarini Seleucia yayinina

devretmis sayilir. Seleucia kopya edilemez Kapak Tasarim
ancak dipnot referans gosterilerek yayinlarda Tuna Akgay
kullanilabilir.

Yazigma Adresi
Editorler Okt. Murat Ozyildirim
Emel Erten Mersin Universitesi Fen - Edebiyat Fakiiltesi
Diane Favro Arkeoloji Bolimi, Ciftlikkdy Kampiisii, 33343,
Murat Ozyildirim Mersin - Turkiye
Tuna Akgay Tel: 00 90 324 361 00 01 - 4735

E - posta: muratozyildirim@mersin.edu.tr
Bilim Kurulu

Prof. Dr. Salim Aydiiz

Prof. Dr. Halit Cal

Prof. Dr. Cigdem Diirtigken
Prof. Dr. Efrumiye Ertekin

Prof. Dr. Emel Erten

Prof. Dr. Diane Favro

Prof. Dr. Turhan Kagar

Prof. Dr. Giilgiin Kéroglu

Prof. Dr. Erendiz Ozbayoglu
Prof. Dr. Aygiil Stiel

Prof. Dr. Harun Tagkiran

Prof. Dr. Fikret K. Yegiil

Dog. Dr. Sedef Cokay-Kepge
Dog. Dr. Sema Sandalat

Dog. Dr. Hacer Sibel Unalan
Dog. Dr. Mehmet Fatih Yavuz
Yrd. Dog. Dr. Figen Cevirici-Cogkun
Yrd. Dog. Dr. Merih Erek

Yrd. Dog. Dr. Deniz Kaplan

Yrd. Dog. Dr. Fikret Ozbay

Yrd. Dog. Dr. Hiiseyin Murat Ozgen
Yrd. Dog. Dr. Muammer Ulutiirk
Ogr. Gor. Dr. Tuna Akgay

Dr. Vujadin Ivanisevic

Adres

Homer Kitabevi ve Yayincilik Ltd. $ti.
Yeni Cars1 Caddesi, No: 12/A
Galatasaray, Beyoglu, 34433, Istanbul
Tel: 0212 249 59 02
www.homerbooks.com

e-mail: homer@homerbooks.com

Basks

Altan Basim San ve Tic. Ltd. Sti.
Yiizyil Mah. Matbaacilar Sitesi No: 222
Bagcﬂar/istanbu_l

Sertifika No: 11968

Dagitim

Homer Kitabevi ve Yaymcilik Ltd. Sti.
Yeni Carg1 Caddesi, No: 12/A
Galatasaray, Beyoglu, 34433, Istanbul
Tel: 0212 249 59 02



Seleucia | Say1 6 | May1s 2016

The Question of Romanization — To Be
or not To Be (Roman): An Introductory
Study

Romallasma Sorunu - (Romal) Olmak ya da
Olmamak: Bir On Degerlendirme

Fikret K. Yegiil

11
Olbada Kremasyon

Cremation Burials in Olba

Tuna Akgay
21

Yelten Asklepiosu
Asclepius of Yelten
Unal Demirer - Ahmet Yarag

45

Olba 2015 Kazilarindan Yeni Bir Buluntu:
Roma Mozaigi

A New Discovery from Olba Excavations: The
Roman Mosaic

Emel Erten

61

Edirne Mizesi’'nden Figtrli Madalyona
Sahip Cam Kulp

Glass Handle with Figured Medallion from
Edirne Museum

Emre Tagtemiir

93
Olba: Tapinak Devletinden Sehir

Devletine
Olba; From Priest State to City State
Mustafa H. Sayar

107

Olbada Yahudi Varliginin Kaniti: Menorah
Kabartmali Sunak

Evidence of Jewish Presence in Olba: Altar with
Carved Menorah

Murat Ozyildirim

119

Olba Kazisinda Ele Gegen Erken Bizans
Doénemine Ait Bir Tilsim

An Amulet of Early Byzantine Period from Olba
Excavations

Giilgiin Kéroglu

137

Kuva-yi Milliye Mizesi'nde Yer Alan
Artuklu Beyligi'ne Ait Figiir Tasvirli
Sikkeler

Figural Coins of the Artugids from Kuva-yi
Milliye Museum/Balikesir

Ceren Unal - Betiil Teoman

161

Olba Manastir1 2015 Yili Kazilar

ve Kuzey Kilisesi'ndeki Calismalarin
Degerlendirilmesi

2015 Excavations at Olba Monastery and
the Evaluation of the Fieldwork at the North
Church

Murat Ozyildirim

181
Olba Manastir'nda Islik Kazisi ve

Sonuglarin Degerlendirilmesi

The Excavations at the Workshop in Olba
Monastery and its Results

Yavuz Yegin

203
Kurul Kalesi (Ordu) V1. Mithradates

Dénemi Yerlesimi Uzerine On
Degerlendirmeler

Kurul Castle (Ordu) Preliminary Assessment on
the Mithridates VI Period Settlement

S. Yiicel Senyurt - Atakan Akgay

221

Klazomenai Buluntusu Pigmis Toprak
“Oturan Kadin” Figtirinlerine ili§kin
Digtinceler

Considerations on the “Seated Woman” Terracotta
Figurines from Klazomenai

Aslihan ()zbay

249



Dogu Daglik Cilicia Mezarlari, Olbadan
Yeni Mezar Tipleri ve Terminoloji
Onerileri

Tombs in Eastern Rough Cilicia, New Burial
Types from Olba and Suggestions of Terminology
Tuna Akgay - Burak Erdem

261

Ziyaret Tepe Kalesi ve Nekropolisi'nden
Kiigiik Arkeolojik Buluntular

Small Archaeological Finds from Ziyaret Tepe
Castle and Necropolis

Akin Bingél

287

Kars-Anide Tespit Edilen Savunma
Sistemleri Uzerine Oneriler

Suggestions on Defense Systems Identified in
Ani, Kars

Ayhan Yardimciel

301

Cingirt Kayas: Erken Bizans Dénemi Cam
Buluntularn

Early Byzantine Glass Findings from Cingurt
Kayas

Ayse Fatma Erol - Deniz Tamer

319

Mersin Deniz Miizesi'nden Osmanlt
Cesmesine Ait Tag Tekne

Ottoman Stone Basin from the Naval Museum
of Mersin

Candan Ulkii

361

Mersin Olba Antik Kenti - Zooarkeoloji
Caligmalar:

Zooarchaeological Research in Mersin Olba
Oksan Bagoglu

381

Olba Tugla Ornegi: Arkeolojik ve
Arkeometrik Yaklagim

Olba Brick Samples: Archaeological and
Archacometric Approaches

Murat Ozyildirim - Ali Akan Akyol

395

Olba Kazis1 Seramik Buluntular:
Arkeometrik Analizleri

Archaeometric Analysis of Ceramic Finds from
Olba Excavations

Ali Akin Akyol - Mahmut Aydin

413

Kitap Tanitimi
Book Review

Inanca Yolculuk Mersin
Ahmet Emirhan Bulut

433

Arkeolojik Veriler Isiginda Tiirkiye'nin En
Eski Kiltirleri

Yavuz Yegin

439

Gegmisten Giintimize Bir Gegit Zeugma
Emel Erten

443

Bizans Sikkelerinde Kutsal Kisi Tasvirleri
Murat Ozyildirim

447
Milas Yazitlar1 Rehberi

Hiiseyin Ureten

451



PRAEFATIO

Seleucia dergisinin altinct sayisini (2016) sizlere sunmaktan gurur duyariz. Her gegen
gin dergimize gosterilen ilginin artisindan dolay: tesekkiirlerimizi sunariz.

Olba kazilarini 2015 dénemi ¢aligmalari bizim i¢in heyecanli gecti. Sezonun 6dild
hi¢ beklemedigimiz bir yerde ve hi¢ beklemedigimiz bir anda ortaya ¢ikti. Bu, manastir
kazilar: sirasinda agiga ¢ikartilan ve daha erken tarihli bir Roma yapisina ait olan Roma
mozaigiydi. Once geng bir hanim goriinimiiyle Tryphe (likstin personifikasyonu), sonra
geng adam Bios (yasamin personifikasyonu), son olarak da ilk banyoyu temsil eden bir diger
gen¢ hanim goértindi. Onlar: biri lir, ikincisi ¢ifte aulos ¢alan, Gglincist de kayaliklarda
képegiyle kogan eroslar izlediler. Bu mozaik taban Olbada Severuslar Dénemi’'nde yasanan
liks yagamu yansitmaktaydi.

Mozaik taban ile ilgili olarak yapilan degerlendirme ile birlikte Olba kazilarinda elde
edilen yeni bulgularin yer aldigi caligmalar ve diger bircok degerli makale bu sayida yer
almaktadir. Meslektaglarimiza caligmalarii bizimle paylagmaktan ¢ekinmedikleri icin
stikran borgluyuz. Ayrica, Homer Kitabevi'nin sahibi Aysen Boylu'ya ve Seleucia’yr yayina
hazirlayan Sinan Turan’a da tesekkiirlerimizi sunariz.

Editorler:

Prof. Dr. Diane Favro

Prof. Dr. Emel Erten

Okt. Murat Ozyildirim (MA)
Dr. Tuna Akgay

PREFACE

We are proud to present the sixth issue (2016) of Seleucia and wish to express our
gratitude for the growing interest to our journal.

The 2015 season of Olba excavations was an exciting one. We were awarded with a
spectacular find at a very unexpected location and at a very unexpected moment. That was
a Roman mosaic pavement belonging to an earlier Roman building discovered during the
excavations at the monastery. First appeared Tryphe (as a young lady, personification of
luxury), later Bios (as a young man, personification of life) came along. The third figure
was the personification of the “first bath” represented by another young lady. They all were
followed by erotes, one with a lyr, the other playing double aulos, third running with a
dog. The mosaic pavement was a reflection of sumptuous life at Olba during the reign of
Severans.

The evaluation of the mosaic pavement along with other recent discoveries from Olba
excavations as well as many valuable studies on various topics will be presented in this issue.
We appreciate our colleagues for not hesitating to share their works with us. Finally, Aysen
Boylu, owner of Homer Books and Sinan Turan who prepared Seleucia for publication
deserve special thanks from us.

Editors:

Prof. Dr. Diane Favro

Prof. Dr. Emel Erten

Okt. Murat Ozylldlnrn (MA)
Dr. Tuna Akgay



Olba Kazis1 Serisi
Seleucia

Makale Bagvuru Kurallar1

Seleucia, Olba Kazisi yayini olarak yilda bir sayr yayinlanir. Yayinlanmasi istenen

makalelerin en ge¢ Subat ayinda gonderilmis olmasi gerekmektedir. Seleucia, arkeoloji,
eski ¢ag dilleri ve kiltiirleri, eski ¢ag tarihi, sanat tarihi konularinda yazilan, daha énce
yayinlanmayan yalnizca Tirkge, Ingilizce ¢aligmalar: ve kitap tanitimlarini yayinlar.

Yazim Kurallar1

Makaleler, Times New Roman yazi karakterinde, word dosyasinda, baglik 12 punto, bag

harfleri buytik harf, metin 10 punto, dipnot ve kaynakea 9 punto ile yazilmahdir. Caligmada
ara baglik varsa, bold ve kiigiik harflerle yazilmalidir. Tiirkce ve Ingilizce 6zetler, makale
adinin altinda 9 punto olarak ve en az iki yiiz sozciik ile yazilmalidir. Ozetlerin altinda
Ingilizce ve Tiirkge beser anahtar sézciik, 9 punto olarak “anahtar sozciikler” ve “keywords”
bashiginin yaninda verilmelidir.

Dipnotlar, her sayfanin altinda verilmelidir. Dipnotta yazar soyads, yayin yili ve sayfa
numarast siralamasi agagidaki gibi olmalidur.

Demirig 2006, 59.
Kaynakga, calismanin sonunda yer almali ve dipnottaki kisaltmay: agiklamalidur.

Kitap i¢in:
Demirig 2006 Demirig, B., Roma Yazininda Tarih Yazicihgi, Ege Yay., Istanbul.

Makale i¢in:
Kagar 2009  Kagar, T., “Arius: Bir ‘Sapkin’in Kisa Hikayesi”, Lucerna Klasik Filoloji
Yazilari, Istanbul.

Makalede kullanilan fotograf, resim, harita, ¢izim, sekil vs. metin icinde yalnizca (Lev.
1), (Lev. 2) kisaltmalar: bigciminde “Levha” olarak yazilmali, makale sonunda “Levhalar”
bashig1 altinda sirali olarak yazilmalidir. Biitiin levhalar, jpeg ya da tift formatinda 300
dpi olmalidir. Alint: yapilan levha varsa sorumlulugu yazara aittir ve mutlaka alint1 yeri
belirtilmelidir.

Latince - Yunanca sozciiklerin yaziminda 6zel isimlerde; varsa Turkge ek virgtlle
ayrilmali, 6rnegin; Augustus’un, cins isimler italik yazilmal, varsa Turkge ek, italik
yapilmadan sozciige bitisik yazilmalidir, 6rnegin; caveanin.

Tarih belirtilirken MO ve MS nokta kullaniimadan, makale bagliklari ile yazar ad ve
soyadlarinda sadece bas harfler biytik harf olarak yazilmalidur.



Olba Excavations Series

Seleucia

Scope
Seleucia is annually published by the Olba Excavations Series. Deadline for sending

papers is February of each year. Seleucia features previously unpublished studies and book
reviews on archaeology, ancient languages and cultures, ancient history and history of art
written only in Turkish or English.

Publishing Principles

Articles should be submitted as word documents, with font type Times New Roman,

font sizes 12 points for headings (first letters should be capitalized), 10 points for text,
and 9 points for footnotes and references. Abstracts written in both Turkish and English
should appear below the name of the article, should be of size 9 points and the minimum
word count is 200 words. Below the abstracts, a minimum of 5 keywords for both languages
should be included (of size 9 points) below the headings “anahtar sézciikler”and “keywords”.

Footnotes should be given under each page. The ordering of author surname, year of
publication and page number should be as follows:

Demirisg 2006, 59.

The reference list should appear at the end of the study and should explain the

abbreviation given in the footnote.

Book format:
Demirig 2006 Demiris, B., Roma Yazininda Tarih Yazicih§i, Ege Yay., Istanbul.

Article format:
Kagar 2009  Kagar, T., “Arius: Bir ‘Sapkin'in Kisa Hikayesi”, Lucerna Klasik Filoloji
Yazilar, Istanbul.

Photographs, pictures, maps, drawings, figures etc. used in the article should be referred
to in the text as (Fig. 1), (Fig. 2) as abbreviations, and an ordered list of these items
should appear at the end of the article under the heading “Figures”. All figures should
be in JPEG or TIFF format with 300 dpi. If there are figures cited, the responsibility
lies with the author and citation should be explicitly given.






The Question of Romanization — To Be or not To Be
(Roman): An Introductory Study

Fikret K. Yegul

Abstract

The issue of ‘Romanization” has inspired a long, and occasionally controversial,
discourse in classical studies. The straightforward dictionary meaning of the
word, “making non-Romans Roman” has positive and negative connotations. In
a world where we cherish our “differences” we view the eroding of individual,
tribal or racial cultures through military conquest, as an undesirable aspect of
imperialism. Conversely, there are many instances where the Roman presence
has brought the advantages of peace and prosperity to nations and the created
opportunities for the masses. In sum, Romanization is a complex process which
is hard to define in simple, unilateral, or polarized views. The process and its
results were far different in Roman Britain than in Roman Greece or Asia
Minor. Geography, history and local tradition mattered. At best, Roman con-
quest and annexation resulted in a gradual amalgamation of Roman and native
traditions—not in a seamless whole—but, a reasonably harmonious coexistence
of the conquered and the conqueror with shared benefits and shared pains.

Keywords: Romanization, Roman empire, imperialism, native cultures

Romalilagma Sorunu - (Romali) Olmak Ya da Olmamak: Bir On

Degerlendirme

Oz
Klasik dénemlerle ilgili olarak yapilan ¢aligmalarda, ‘Romalilagma’ kavrami
Uzerine uzun ve kimi zaman tartigmali agiklamalar yapilmistir. Basit anlamuyla,

%

Fikret K. Yegiil, Professor, Greek and Roman Architecture, University of California, Santa
Barbara, CA. 93106, USA. Department of the History of Art and Architecture. E-posta:
fyegul@gmail.com.
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Fikret K. Yegiil

“Romali olmayanlarin Romalilagtirilmalari” diye tanimlanabilen bu sézctige
pozitif veya negatif acidan yaklasabiliriz. Farkliliklarimizi besledigimiz, el
Ustiinde tuttugumuz bir diinyada, bireysel, kabileye ait veya etnik kiltiirlerin
askeri fetihler yoluyla eritilmesi ya da tamamen yok edilmesi, emperyalizmin
istenmeyen 6zelliklerinden birisidir. Buna kargilik, Roma varlig1 ve idaresi birgok
topluma barig ve refah getirmis, emekgi kitlelerine yeni bir yasam i¢in imkan
olusturmugtur. Bu imkan cok defa Romanin teknolojik ve idari becerisinin
paylagilmastyla gergeklesmistir. Kisacasi, Romalilagma basit ve kutuplagmig
tanimlamalara sigmayacak kadar ok yonlii ve kompleks bir sosyo-politik yapi-
dir. Bu gelisim imparatorlugun biitiind i¢inde, Britanya’da bagka, Yunanistan
ve Anadolu’da bagka tiirli olmugtur. Cografya ve tarihe dayali gelenekler fark
yaratirlar. En olumlu anlamiyla Romalilagma, Roma ve yerli kiltiirlerin siz-
dirmaz bir butiinlegmesi degil; makul ve gercekei bir uyum ve ortaklaga gelisen
fayda ve zarar gergevesi i¢inde birlesmesi, beraber yagayabilmesidir.

Anahtar Sézciikler: Romalilasma, Roma Imparatorlugu, emperyalizm,
yerel kiltarler.

Few issues in current Roman scholarship proved more engaging and en-
during (and occasionally controversial and disruptive) than the discourse
on Romanization.! The perception of being Roman, or not Roman, in a
world that was dominated, or at least administered by the Roman state,
is a question of central importance to all aspects of Roman studies in
art, architecture, literature, history. The concept not only opens the door
for politically relevant discourse on the nature of cultural and national
identities, but defines the way we look at art and architecture made by
groups with different identities, Romans or others. It seems opportune
to add our voice to the chorus here in a generalized and introductory
way to offer an overview, although this resourceful subject will continue
to be discussed and developed in many historical and regional contexts
in future studies, including my own.

A state which ruled from Syria to Scotland, which called the entire
Mediterranean its own, and organized and urbanized vast communities of

1 'This is the introductory part of a larger study on the subject. As a general, thematic essay
based mainly on my own thoughts and ruminations, I prefer not to give specific footnotes,
except when I quote a source or give a direct reference, I include it in the text in parenthe-
sis. Instead, I give a fairly wide bibliography on the subject, some of which helped me to
formulate my ideas. See, forthcoming book by Yegiil and Favro.

12



The Question of Romanization — To Be or not To Be (Roman): An Introductory Study

peoples of different religion, language and background under its sway in
impersonal ways, is bound to attract considerable criticism, both ancient
and modern. This is particularly true in our times when our more liberal
sensibilities find world empires and colonial practices distasteful and dis-
dainful, although often basing judgement, inappropriately, on nineteenth
century models from the great era of Western colonialism. Romanization,
or the process of becoming Romanized has positive as well as negative
connotations. To take the straightforward dictionary meaning of the word,
Romanization is about “making non-Romans Roman,” or subjecting them
to the influence of Roman culture and technology. The process is faintly
suspect: in a world where we celebrate and cherish our differences, the goal
of eroding the individual or tribal culture in order to consolidate unity,
appears anything from insensitive to oppressive. It becomes all the more so
when the attempt of “making Roman” was imposed on a group, as it often
was, as a result of military conquest. This was clearly the view expressed by
Calgacus, the Briton chieftain, when the he lashed out against the Roman
armies conquering Britain:

Robbers of the world, now that their universal plunder exhausted the
land, they rifle even the sea. If the enemy be rich, they are rapacious; if
he be poor, they lust for his country. Neither the East nor the West has
been able to satisfy their lust. Alone among mankind they covet with
equal glut poverty and riches. To plunder, robbery, slaughter—they mis-
name as empire; they make desolation and call it peace (excerpts from

Tacitus, Agricola 30).

One can add many more unfortunate and tragic consequences of military
conquest and occupation by the expanding Empire—loss of life, property,
liberty, identity. Not just the Britons of Britain but also the Marcomanni
of Germany, Gauls of France and Belgium, Berbers of Africa, Bedouins
of Syria, and nomads of everywhere had their tale of woe to tell—those
tales resonate in our childhood memories of the delightful stories of
Asterix the Gaul and his brave friends fighting and outsmarting Caesar’s
cloddish legions.

There are, however, many stories also that represent Romans in a
positive light. Roman conquest and presence often brought the advan-
tages of peace and prosperity to Romans and locals alike. In terms of
agriculture, there is hardly a land which did not enjoy substantial in-
creases in productivity under Roman administration as a result of Roman

13
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technological know-how, admittedly, in many cases in cooperation with
local traditions. In an atmosphere of expanding economy, hard-work
promoted social mobility. Consider the story of an unexceptional native
laborer from Mactar (in modern Algeria):

I was born of poor parents. My father had neither money nor his own
house. From the day I was born I lived cultivating my land; neither I nor
my plot of land had any rest. When harvest time came, I was always the
first to lead the gangs of harvesters who came to hire themselves out as
far as Cirta, the capital of Numidia. Leaving my home, for twelve years, I
toiled in fields under a fiery sun; for eleven years I was the chief harvester
of my gang all over the Numidian plains. Thanks to my hard labor, and
my thrift, I finally became the master of a house and a well-equipped
farm. Today I live comfortably. I have even achieved honors: I was called
to sit in the Senate of my city, and even though I was once a modest
peasant, I became a municipal censor. I have watched my children and
grandchildren grow up around me; my life has been well spent, peaceful,
and honored by all. (ILS, no.7457).

This rags-to-riches story of the ‘Mactar Harvester, who started his life as
a day-laborer and ended it as a member of his local Senate—and proudly
inscribed his tale on stone—may be an exception, but underscores what
was possible. In Timgad, where an entire semi-nomadic city of local
tribes grew around the orderly veteran’s colony, the opportunities were
shared by many, while allowing individual choices. In all of the provinces
intermarriage between Roman veterans and local aristocracy brought
mutual benefits: the advantages of Roman citizenship to the natives and
the acceptance into local high society and wealth to the retired soldiers,
who often came from unexceptional Italian backgrounds.

It is true that evidence for rapacious soldiers and tax collectors har-
assing villages is widespread. So is the evidence for the opposite: an
unprivileged Jewish widow in Judea (c 130 CE) could seek her rights and
ask for justice in a complex legal case by presenting before the Roman
judges a maze of documents going back in time half-a-century (known
as the Babatha Archives they were found in a cave west of the Dead Sea
where Babatha had taken refuge, and died, during the turbulent years
of the Bar Kokhba rebellion). As commented by G. Bowersock, “the
most striking feature of the evidence is the thorough Roman character
of the law which is being applied in this frontier territory of Semitic and

14
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Hellenic traditions (Bowersock 1983, 79; see also Yadin 1962, 239-244;
idem, 1971, 222-253). A local governor of Syria would send a letter to
a village in the Hauran (volcanic area in southwestern Syria) offering
protection against any wrongdoing by marauding soldiers and officials,
and encouraging them to stand up for their rights, and exhibit the decree
in a public building for all to see.

(From the governor) Julius Saturninus, to those of Phaena, the ‘mother-
village’ (metrocomia) of Trachon, greetings! If a soldier, or even a civilian,
should try by force to secure lodgings in your village, notify me and
your right shall be protected. For neither do you owe any contribution
to strangers, since you have public guest-houses. Display this commu-
nication of mine in a prominent location at your village, so that no one
may plead ignorance as an excuse. (L G.R. III, no. 1119; see, also H. I.
MacAdam, 1986, 55).

Imposing legal and administrative standards across the land, offering
unrestricted access to and equal protection before law—privileges not
many are lucky to enjoy in our world, especially in the lands that Babatha
and her friends lived—were also what Romanization was about.
Romanization followed a complex scenario involving the play of
numerous indigenous and imported sources, a multi-directional process
of integration, experimentation and exclusion across a large landscape.
Especially in the Hellenized provinces of Greece, Asia Minor and the
eastern Mediterranean it was far from being a unilateral and deliberate
imposition of the culture of the conqueror upon the conquered. Geography
mattered. Regarding the city of Sagalassus and the larger Pisidia as a
“case study,” M. Waelkens offers a closely observed narrative of how the
Roman conquest of this remote region in southern Asia Minor resulted
in a gradual but steady amalgamation of Greek and Roman traditions of
administration, governance, law and civic structure into—not perhaps
a seamless whole—but, a reasonably harmonious integration and coex-
istence of the willing (Waelkens 2002, 311-368; Yegiil 2000, 133-153).
As argued by G. Woolf (whose work generally illuminates some of the
negative consequences of Roman conquests), Greek identity was founded
on common history, origins, language and literary self-definition and
reasonably immune to the material world created by Romans; they could
“become Roman while staying Greek” (Woolf 1994, 116-143). Staying
Greek, they could assimilate and enjoy the material benefits of Roman

15
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rule: the reorganization of land and agriculture; the creation of good roads,
bridges, harbors, emporia; the establishment of institutions of justice,
order and security (while keeping the hard military in the background);
the encouragement of social mixing of the local élite with imported Ro-
man populations; the foundation and development of cities and urban
structures to a fault—and, most cogently, to make all this possible, the
creation of a porous society through the granting of Roman citizenship
first to individuals, groups, and then to masses—these were some of the
key concerns of the multifarious agenda of what we call Romanization.

While reflecting on the peace and prosperity of the countryside (where
well-to-do urbanites could take occasional refuge), Romans ultimately
believed that civilization and civilized life was synonymous with cities.
They conquered vast territories, and for the most part strove to build
cities to carry their civilizing mission, as they understood it, even in the
farthest corners of their empire. Law, order, technology were among the
fundamental aspects of Romanization, but so were the temples and ba-
silicas, markets and libraries, theaters and baths. “God made the country,
human art built the town,” Varro wrote (De re rustica, 3.1), and that is
the sense in which we best understand the essence of Romanization—as
urbanization. And that is basically how Aelius Aristides, a Sophist from
Smyrna in Asia Minor, must have seen it:

... Neither does the sea nor the great expanse of land keep one from
being a citizen regardless of whether it is Asia or Europe. All is open
to all men. No one is a foreigner who deserves to hold office or to be
trusted, but there has been established a common democracy of the world,
under one man, the best ruler and leader, and all men assemble here as
it were at a common meeting place, each to obtain his due. What a city
is to its boundaries and territories, so Rome is to the whole inhabited
world, as if it had been designated its common town (Aelius Aristides,

To Rome 26.60-2).

These are powerful words. Aristides of Smyrna was as much a “foreigner”
to Rome as Calgacus the Briton was, but his city and land were not under
Roman attack. Furthermore, as mentioned above, the province of Asia,
especially its western coast was a special case of Romanization where the
seller and the buyer were in agreement. As a primary exponent of the
literary-rhetorical Sophist culture of Asia, he enjoyed his privileges and
used his pulpit to reiterate the loyalty of the provinces (or, at least of Asia)
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to the Emperor. Deeply rooted in the Hellenized culture of the land,
Aristides and his friends could be and feel like Romans without any loss
of their Greek identity and paideia: for them, Rome had created an urban
culture in which it was difficult to feel like an outsider. Up to a point this
was true for Annobal Tapapius Rufus or Iddibal Kafada Aemilius of Af-
rica, or Malé, son of Yarhai, of Palmyra, and perhaps, for the children and
grandchildren of Calgacus, all ordinary native sons, who lived in Roman
cities far from Rome, owned land in the country, prospered under Roman
law, and became leaders of their provincial communities—and left a record
of their achievement in proud, bi-lingual inscriptions.

Ours is not an encomium to Rome, nor an obloquy to its denigration.
As architects and architectural historians (writing a book on architecture
and cities), we unabashedly admire the many benefits Roman cities and
urban life offered to its denizens—the heated toilet seat, the standard of
weights and measures in the market, the tribunal in the basilica, and the
“speakers-podium” in the forum—were all real and symbolic parts of the
city defining this civilization. We recognize the lasting and transformative
value of granting Roman citizenship, legal rights and equal protection, to
native populations—a privilege of real and symbolic significance from the
earliest, legendary days of Romulus to Septimius Severus, which smoothed
the way to “becoming Roman” (Beard 2015, 66-69, 233-241). Yet, we are
also aware that these benefits sometimes came at a price. They did not
reach all; many people experienced poverty, inequality, and oppression.
Clearly, there was a world less fortunate, less Romanized, less explored by
scholars beyond the reach of the aqueducts. A tribal chieftain who rebels
against the outrage of Roman occupation, an élite philosopher who extols
the virtues of the life he has known under Roman rule—these represent
extreme positions born of special conditions. For most people, from na-
tive Italians to foreign-born of all cultural and racial backgrounds on the
borderlands, the satisfaction index must have been somewhere in between,
changing over time, place, and circumstance—and for the most part, the
benefits and misfortunes of life under a great ecumenical umbrella, shared
alike. Italo Calvino’s Despina is a city that can be reached either by ship
or camel. What the camel driver sees and takes away from it are quite
different from what the sailor does though each perceives it as a “border
city between two deserts™-of land and of sea. Ultimately, even the funda-
mentally different perceptions of Romanization by Calvino’s camel-driver
and sailor must have merged in the everyday concerns of their everyday

lives (Calvino 1974, 17-18).
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