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Genglerde Evlilik Yasinin Uzamasi Uzerine Din
Sosyolojisi A¢isindan Bir Arastirma’

Vildan DINDAR*

Oz

Sosyolog olmak, herkesin bildigi yahut bildigini sandig1 konulara farkli bir bakis agis1
ile bakmay:r ve olam1 oldugu gibi incelemeyi gerektirir. Modernlesmenin yerini
postmodernlesmeye biraktigi, kiiresellesmenin etkisiyle diinyanin giderek kiigiildiigii,
kentlerin biiyiiyerek metropol halini aldig1, yasam standartlarinin giderek yiikseldigi bir
donemde gengligin, dindarligin ve ailenin gegcirdigi doniisim dikkatle diisiinmeyi
gerektirmektedir. Bu galisma genglerde evlilik yasinin uzamasinin nedenlerini hem dini hem
de sosyolojik bir perspektifle inceleme amaci tasimaktadir. Arastirma; kentlesme,
rasyonellesme, bireysellesme ve sekiilerlesme siireglerinin evlilik yasinin 6telenmesinde etkili
oldugunu 6ne siirmektedir. Fenomenolojik yaklagimin benimsendigi s6z konusu arastirmada
nitel arastirma yontemi kullanilmistir. Calisma, teorik ve uygulamali olmak iizere iki
boliimden olusmaktadir. Teorik kisimda, aile ve evlilik kavramlari, genglik ve evlilik yasi,
evlilik yasmin uzamasinda etkili oldugu diisliniilen siirecler ele almip tartisilmistir.
Uygulamali kisimda ise, yiiksek6grenim goérmiis, kentli, kendini muhafazakar olarak
tanimlayan 15 kisi ile miilakat yapilarak, aile ve evliligi nasil degerlendirdikleri, evliligi
geciktirmelerinde yahut evlilik kararini ge¢ vermelerinde etkili olan faktorlerin neler oldugu
saha ¢alismasi yoluyla ¢dziimlenmeye ¢alisilmistir. Kent ile kurduklar: iliskiler ve kentlilik
diizeyi baglaminda evlilik tercihleri, dini algilar1 ve dindarlik pratiklerine iliskin
degerlendirmeler yapilmustir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Din Sosyolojisi, Genglik, Evlilik, Din, Sekiilerlesme.

A Research on the Increasing Age of the Marriage of the
Youth In Terms Of Sociology of Religion

Abstract

Being sociolog requires a different perspective and a different examination from the
ordinary people. In a period in which post-modernization replaced modernization, the world
is increasingly shrinking due to the effect of the globalization, the cities turn gradually into
metropol ones and standard of living is gradually rising, the transformation of piety and
family needs to be carefully observed. The primary objective of this study is to examine the
main reasons of raising of marriage age among youth both sociologically and theologically.
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Moreover, this research was shaped by the assumption that the raising of marriage age was
affected by the process of urbanization, rationalization, invidualism, and secularization.
Furthermore, the qualitative method was used in the relevant study which adopted the
phenomenological approach. It consists of a theorical and an applied section. In the theorical
section, it was discussed the concepts of family and marriage, the marriage age, and the main
reasons of raising of the marriage age. In the applied section, it was interviewed with 15 people
who defined themselves as conservatists and were university graduate, regarding how they
approached to marriage and family and the main reasons of why they delayed their marriage.
In addition to these, their relationship with the city, their marriage preferences in the context
of urbanity level, and their religious life was evaluated.

Keywords: Sociology of Religion, Youth, Marriage, Religion, Secularization.

Ozet

Bu ¢alisma genglerde evlilik yasinin uzamasinin nedenlerini hem dini hem de
sosyolojik bir perspektifle inceleme amact tasimaktadir. Sosyal degisme
perspektifinde aile ve din konusunu ele alan pek ¢ok arastirma mevcuttur. Ancak
evlilik yaginin artisini sosyolojik ve dini bir perspektifle ele alan bir ¢alismaya
rastlanmamis olmasi, arastirmanin yapilmasimi gerekli kilmistir. Arastirma,
modernite, kentlesme, bireysellesme ve sekiilerlesmenin toplumsal degismenin
hizini ve yoniinii arttirdigl, bu degisimlerin genglerin aile, evlilik ve din
konusundaki diisiincelerini etkiledigi hipotezinden hareketle gerceklestirilmistir. Bu
temel hipotez daha sonra, “kent hayat1 ve metropol yasaminin genglerin eylem ve
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zihin diinyalarmi nasil etkiledigi”, “egitim siirecinin uzamasi ile evlilik yaginin artis1
arasinda nasil bir iligki oldugu”, “giintimiizde dini hayatta meydana gelen degisim
ve doniisiimlerin muhafazakar gencglerin evlilik ve es secim tercihlerini nasil
sekillendirdigi”, “bireysellesme, diinyevilesme ve Ozglirlesme fikirlerinin evlilik
yasmin artisini hangi sekillerde etkiledigi” gibi sorular ¢ercevesinde alt hipotezlere
ayrilmigtir. Arastirma, toplumsal degisimde aktif bir rol {istlenen, degisimin hem
0znesi hem de nesnesi olan gengligi anlamay1 kendine amag edinen arastirmacilara

151k tutmay1 amaclamaktadir.

Bilimsel bir calismada ayni anda toplumsal degismenin her alanini incelemek
miimkiin olmadigindan calisma belli bir ¢erceve ve belli bir 6rneklem grubu ile
sinirlandirilmistir. Bu agidan TUIK'in yapmis oldugu Tiirk Aile Yapisi Arastirmasi
istatistiki verilerine gore ortalama evlilik yasinin iizerinde kalan bekar kisilerle
calismanin yapilmasi planlanmistir. Segili 6rnekleme ulasmanin giigliigii ve evliligin
geciktirilmesinde etkili olan durumlarin analiz edilmek istenmesi nitel metodun
kullanilmasini gerekli kilmistir. Calisma nitel bir arastirma olup iki boliimden
olusmaktadir. Calismada veri toplama maksadiyla yar1 yapilandirilmis goriisme
teknigi ve belgelerin incelenmesinden yararlanilmistir. Birinci boliimde aile, genglik,
evlilik, din, egitim, modernlesme, sekiilerlesme gibi temalar dahilinde mevcut
literatlir taranmistir. Literatlir taramasindan hareketle miilakatlar esnasinda
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arastirmaciya yol gosterecek olan temalar belirlenmis ve sorular bu temalardan
hareketle olusturulmustur. Uygulamali aragtirma boliimiinde ise amaca yonelik
belirlenen 6rneklem grubu ile miilakat caligmasi yapilmigtir. Bu 6rneklem grubu, ana
ve alt temalara uygun olarak secilen, TUIK 2001-2018 yili kadin ve erkek ortalama
evlenme yas: istatistiklerine gore, ortalama evlilik yasinin iizerinde olan bekar,
kentli, egitimli kisilerden olusmaktadir. “Evliligi geciktirmis kisi kimdir?”
sorusundan hareketle evlilik yag istatistiklerine dayanarak ortalama evlilik yaginin
tizerinde kalan kisiler evliligi geciktirmis kisiler olarak dustintilmiistiir.
Gorligmecilerin  “genclik” kategorisi altinda degerlendirilmesi ise giiniimiizde
gengligin 30'lu yaslar1 asmis olmasi sebebiyledir. Genglik, bir toplumda toplumsal
degisme ve gelismenin yonii, seyri ve niteligini yansitmasi bakimindan 6nemli bir
kategoridir. Genglik donemi Batili arastirmacilar tarafindan ¢ocukluktan yetiskinlige
gecis donemi seklinde kabul edilmektedir. Bu donem, giiniimiizde modernitenin,
kentlesmenin ve sanayilesmenin de etkisiyle daha genis bir siirece yayilmis ve hangi
yas gruplarina karsilik geldigi noktasindaki sinir giderek muglaklagmistir.

Modernite, giiniimiizde her alanda degisim ve doniisiimler meydana
getirmistir. Bu alanlardan biri de evlilik kurumudur. Konforlu ve miireffeh bir yasam
telakkisi, genglerin daha uzun yillar1 egitim kurumlarinda gecirmelerine, kariyer ve
statil gibi kavramlara oncelik vererek evliligi daha ileriki yaslara ertelemelerine yol
acabilmektedir. TUIK tarafindan yapilan arastirmalarin istatistiki sonuglari,
Tiirkiye’de ortalama evlilik yasinin tarihsel siirecte hem kadinlar hem de erkeklerde
onemli oranlarda artis gosterdigini ortaya koymaktadir. Siiphesiz ki evlilik yaginin
artis gostermesinin arka planinda dini, sosyal, ekonomik, kiiltiirel, pek ¢ok farkl
neden bulunmaktadir. Evlilik yasinin artis gostermesi durumu toplumun her
kesiminde etkili olmakla birlikte, ¢alisma kendini muhafazakar-dindar olarak
nitelendiren toplum kesimi ile smurli tutulmustur. Bu durumun nedeni ana
temalardan birinin “din, dindarlik, degisim” olmasidir. Bu nedenle goriismecilerin
secilmesinde bir diger kriter kendini “dindar” ya da “muhafazakar” olarak
tanimlayan kisiler olmus ve kadin ve erkek her iki cinsiyet grubu 6rnekleme dahil
edilmistir. Gorlismecilere, arastirmacinin bizzat kendisi tarafindan ana ve alt
temalara uygun olarak hazirlanan acik uglu sorular sorulmustur. Gortismecinin
sorulan sorular karsisinda fikri olmamasi ya da kisa cevaplar vermesi durumunda
alternatif acic1 sorular sorularak konu daha derinlikli olarak incelenmeye
caligilmstir.

Gortismeler neticesinde katilimcilarin aile ve evlilik kavramlarma pozitif bir
yaklasim sergiledikleri gozlemlenmistir. Son yiizyilda aile ve evlilik kurumu
degisime, kiiciilmeye ve bagskalasmaya maruz kalsa da goriismecilerin bu kurumlara
“yuva”, “giiven”, “huzur”, “sevgi bagl” gibi kavramlar cercevesinde vurgular
yapmalar;, bu kurumlarn hala 6nemini korudugunu gosterir niteliktedir.
Glintimiizde toplumsal yasamin giderek daha heterojen bir hal almasi, ¢cocukluk ve
yetiskinlik arasindaki siireci uzatmis, yasamin idame ettirilmesi igin gerekli olan
beceri ve sorumluluklarin iistlenildigi yas, diger bir ifadeyle sosyal yetigkinlik siireci
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hissedilir bicimde artis gostermistir. Miilakatlar esnasinda katilimcilarin ideal evlilik
yasini  Ozellikle “olgunlasma” kavrami cergevesinde degerlendirdikleri
gozlemlenmistir. Sahadan gelen bulgular, genclerin giiniimiizde biyolojik agidan
yetiskinlik diizeyine ulasilsa da sosyal ve ekonomik erginlik diizeyine ulasilmadan
evlilik karar1 almadiklarin ortaya koymaktadir. Kent hayat1 ve metropoliin getirdigi
ozgiirliik ortaminin genglerin evliligi ertelemelerinde etkili oldugu tespit edilmistir.
Kentte gerceklesen hizli sosyal akis, bireysellesmeye olanak taniyan sosyal ortam,
yalmz yasamanin konforuna aligma gibi durumlar, genglerde evlilik yasmin
artmasina sebebiyet vermektedir. Heterojen yapisiyla karsimiza cikan kentler,
bireylerin istek ve beklentilerinin diinyevilesmesine neden olmaktadir. Egitim
seviyesi ve kentli olma pratigi arttikca evlilik yas: da artis gostermektedir.

Summary

This study aims to investigate the main reasons of why the marriage of youth
increased in terms of both a religious and sociological perspectives. There are many
research which is related to family and religion in the perspective of social change.
However, there is no other study which focused on our subject. According to this
study, moderity, urbanization, individualizm and secularization accelerated the
social change and these changes affect the approaches of youth towards the religion
and marriage. This main hypothesis consists of the questions such as ‘how urban life
affected youth’, ‘what is the relationship between the long education life and the
marriage age’, ‘how the developments and transformation of in religious life affected
the youth’s marriage’, ‘how individualism and secularization affected the marriage’.
This study aims to help to the researchers whose main target is to understand youth.

Because it is not possible to examine every aspect of a social change, this study
is limited to a particular frame and sample group. The sample group’s age is above
the average marriage age (according to TUIK). So it was utilized from qualitative
method. This study consists of two parts. Moreover, semi-scructured interview and
the documents were used. In the first part, there is literature review regarding family,
youth, marriage, religion, education, modernization and so on. The questions in the
interviews were determined with reference to the literature review. In the applied
research section, there is interview section. This sample was composed of those who
are citizen, educated and single males and females who are above marrige age
average. The main reason of why interviewees who are above 30 were assumed as
youth is due to the existing society’s approach. However, youthfulness is accepted
as passing from childhood to adulthood in the West. This period increasingly
ambiguates the limits of youthfulness due to the modernization, urbanization and
industrialization.

Modernity has changed every aspect of our life. One of these is the
phenomenon of marriage. The understanding of prosperious and comfortable life
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may be lead to the long educational life, giving priority to the carrier and status and
delaying marriage for the sake of these priorities. According to the data of TUIK
(Turkey Statistical Institute) the marriage age in both males and females increased.
There are many reasons of this situation such as social, economic, cultural and many
different reasons. Although the marriage age rised in every group society, this study
is limited to those who defined themselves as conservatist and religious. It is because
of the main themes are religiosity, religion and change. Therefore, another criterion
in choosing the interviewees is conservatism and religiosity. They were asked open
ended questions. In case of where interviewees did not answer, alternative questions
were asked in order to examine deeply.

As a result of the interviews, those who attended to the study exhibited
positive approaches. That is, they emphasized the importance of the concept of
family and marriage. Because many aspect of life have changed during the modern
period, social adulthood process prominently increased. Furthermore, the
participants evaluated the ideal marriage age in the context of the ageing. According
to the applied research, even though they are biologically eligible for marriage, they
do not want to marry without reaching to the particular social and economic level.
In addition to this, the atmosphere of urban life plays an important role in delaying
the marriage. Other reasons for the increasing of the marriage are rapid social life,
social athmosphere enables indiviualism, the attractiviness of living alone. The
heterogenic structure of cities led to the secularization of youths. The more education
and urbanity level rises, the more the marriage age increases.

1. Aile ve Evlilik Kavramlar

Aile, Tlk ¢aglardan giiniimiize uzanan siirecte yasanan toplumsal gelismelere
bagh olarak sekillenen ve her toplumda farkli yapilar sergileyen bir kurum
olmasindan dolay1 aile hakkinda kusatict bir tanim yapmak oldukca zordur. Ancak
genel bir tanimla aile, biyolojik iligkiler ile insan tiiriiniin soyunu devam ettiren,
toplumsallasmanin ilk basamagy, o giine kadar olusmus kiiltiiriin nesiller arasinda
aktarildigs, toplumsal, hukuksal, biyolojik, psikolojik yonleri bulunan toplumsal bir
birim seklinde ifade edilebilir.! Aile, tarihsel gelisim siireci igerisinde her ne kadar
degisime maruz kalsa da toplumsal yapida 6nemini hi¢bir zaman kaybetmemistir.
Bazi diisiiniirler sanayilesme ve kentlesmeye paralel olarak meydana gelen sosyal
organizasyonlarin aileyi ortadan kaldiracagini savunmustur. Bu anlamda bati, aile
kurumunun evrimini 19. yy. modern endiistriyel kapitalizminin gelisimiyle
baglantili olarak ele almigtir. Karl Marx ve Friedrich Engels gibi diisiiniirlere gore
kapitalist burjuva toplumu ortadan kalkip komiinist topluma gegilince aile kurumu
da kendiliginden ortadan kalkacaktir.2 Kapitalist toplumda ailenin kaderiyle ilgili
siipheli bir yaklasim sergileyen s6z konusu diigiiniirler burjuva ailesinin parcalanip

1 Onal Sayin, Aile Sosyolojisi (Izmir: Ege Universitesi Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Yayinlari, 1990), 2.
2 Mustafa Erkal, Sosyoloji (istanbul: Filiz Kitabevi, 1987), 77-78.
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tamamen ortadan kalkip kalkmadigini sorgulamakta, aileye meydan okumakta ve
modern dénemde bu kurumun kutsalligini yitirdigini ifade etmektedir. Aile, arkaik
toplumlardan giiniimiiz postmodern toplumlarina kadar pek ¢ok farkli fonksiyon
icra etmis ve modern toplumda ise islevlerini baska toplumsal kurumlara
devretmistir. Sanayilesme, kentlesme ve kapitalistlesme siirecinde hemen hemen
tiim toplumlarda ortak fonksiyonlari oldugu kabul edilen ailenin 6nemli bir degisim
gecirdigi, islevlerinin biiyiik bir boliimiinii kaybederek toplumun temel kurumu
olma 6zelligini yitirdigi fikri yaygin olarak tartigilmaktadir.

Evlilik kavrami ise aileye nazaran daha somuttur. “Aile” bir grup ya da
orgilite karsilik gelirken, “evlilik” ise iki kisinin ortak bir hayati paylasmak, neslin
devamini saglamak amaciyla gergeklestirdigi bir sozlesmedir. Malinowski, bu iki
kavram arasindaki fark: su sekilde ifade etmistir: “Aile bir grup ya da 6rgiit, evlilik ise
cocuk yapmak ve yetistirmek amactyla gerceklestirilmis bir kontrattir.”* Genel bir tanimla
evlilik; insanin dogustan gelen acziyeti nedeniyle hayatta kargilastigi zorluklarin
iistesinden gelebilme, hayatin yiikiinii bir bagkasi ile sirtlanabilme, gelecege daha
glivenle bakabilme, korunma ve dayanisma igerisinde olma gibi amaglar
cercevesinde yoneldigi, bireysel, psikolojik ve sosyal tatmin saglayan bir kurum
olarak ifade edilebilir.

Yahudilik, Hristiyanlik ve Islam dinleri acisindan aile kutsal bir misyon
iistlenmektedir. Ornegin Yahudilik bekar kalmay:1 biiyiik giinah saymakta,
Hristiyanlik ise aileyi meydana getiren evliligin kutsalligim1 6n plana ¢ikararak
evlenen esleri bir beden gibi kabul etmektedir.5 Islam dininde nikah ve evlilik cesitli
ayet ve hadislerle tesvik edilmekle birlikte Kuran-1 Kerim’de ailenin sevgi ve huzur
yuvasi oldugu su sozlerle ifade edilmektedir: “Kendileri ile huzur bulasimz diye sizin
tiiriiniizden esler yaratmas: ve aranizda bir sevgi ve merhamet var etmesi de O 'nun varligimin
delillerindendir. Siiphesiz bunda diisiinen bir toplum icin elbette ibretler vardir.”® Kisinin
belli bir yas olgunluguna eristiginde karsi cins ile iliski kurma ihtiyaci, toplum
nezdinde bu iki cins arasinda iliskinin kabul gormesi ve birlikteligin mesru bir
zeminde gergeklesmesi, evlilik sayesinde miimkiin hale gelmektedir. Bu agidan
Islam, gengleri evlilik ve aile hayatina tesvik etmekte, iki cins arasinda gerceklesecek
olan cinsel birlikteligin megru seyrini sosyal bir stzlesme ile giivence altina
almaktadir.

3 Ferhunde ézbay, Diinden Bugiine Aile, Kent ve Niifus (istanbul: iletigim Yayinlari, 2005), 32.

4 Birsen Gokge, “Evlilik Kurumuna Sosyolojik Bir Yaklasim”, drl. Beylii Dikegligil - Ahmet Cigdem, Aile
Yazilar1 4 (Ankara: T.C. Bagbakanlik Aile Arastirma Kurumu Baskanlig1 Yayinlari, 1991), 386.

5 Fikret Karaman, Din ve Sosyal Hayat (Ankara: Diyanet Isleri Bagkanlig1 Yayinlari, 2011), 167.

6 er-Rim 30/21.
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2. Genglik ve Evlilik Yas1

Genglik; aktif ve dinamik yapida olmasindan dolay1 bir toplumda meydana
gelen degisimin yonii ve igerigini yansitmasi agisindan énemli bir kategoridir. Her
kategori kendi igerisinde bir alt kategoriyi barmndirmakla birlikte gencligi
tanimlarken kimileri dénemsel ayrimlar yaparak biyolojik faktorlere odaklanmakta,
kimileri ise kategorik ayrimlar ekseninde tarihsel bir perspektif ile konuya yaklasim
sergilemektedir. Modernitenin, kentlesmenin ve sanayi toplumunun iiriinii olan
genclik, tarihin hicbir doéneminde bugiin oldugu kadar uzun bir siirece
yayilmamigtir. Modern sanayi toplumu, yetigkin merkezli bir toplum olmas:
nedeniyle genglige daha ¢ok ©&nem vermekte ve toplumlarin degisimlerinde
gengligin dnemine vurgu yapmaktadir.” Kentlesme, endiistrilesme ve okullasma ile
diinya genelinde genglik doneminin uzadigma vurgu yapilmaktadir. Yiiksek lisans
ve doktora yapan genglerin ¢ogalmasiyla 15-25 yas arasi olarak kabul edilen genclik
donemi 30'lu yaslara kadar uzamistir.? Genglik, ¢ocukluktan yetiskinlige adim atilan
bir yol ayrimi donemidir. Bu gegis evresi, bireyin kendini kesfettigi, bir birey olarak
var oldugunu kanitlamaya calistig1, hayat1 ve diinyay1 yeni yeni anlamlandirmaya
calistig1, biyolojik, psikolojik ve toplumsal bakimdan zor ve ¢alkantili bir zaman
dilimidir. S6z konusu dénem, gencin bir kisilik ve kimlik kazandig1, meslek secimi,
psikolojik ihtiyaglarin tatmini, idealizmin meydana getirdigi catismalar ve otorite ile
kurulan iligkiler baglaminda zorluklar yasanan bir evredir.?

Giiniimiizde Tiirk ailesinde yasanan degisim ve doniisiim goz oniinde
bulunduruldugunda, genglerin evlilik miiessesine yaklasimlar: dikkatle incelenmeyi
hak etmektedir. Bu agidan {izerinde 6nemle durulmasi gereken hususlardan biri de
genglerin ilk kez ka¢ yasinda evlendigini ifade eden evlilik yasidir. Evlilik yas:
toplumdan topluma ve kiiltiirden kiiltiire degisebilmekte hatta ayni toplum
igerisindeki farkli cografi bolgeler arasinda dahi farkliik gosterebilmektedir. Bu
duruma neden olan faktorler arasinda kentlesme, egitim imkanlarinin artmas: ve
yayginlasmasi, igsizlik, niifus yapismnin degismesi gibi unsurlar1 gostermek
miimkiindiir. Bu faktorler sadece aile yapisini doniistiirmekle kalmamakta, ailenin
kurulus stirecine iliskin pek ¢ok siireg {izerinde de basat rol oynamaktadir.

Islam’da kutsal bir akit olarak ifade edilebilecek evlilik, aile kurmanin esasidir.
Ancak gilinlimiizde Miisliiman aile kurumu da bir degisim igerisindedir. Bu
degisimler; tahsil gormiis ve calisan kadin sayisinin artmasi, ailenin giderek
kiigiilmesi, goriicii usulii evliliklerin azalmasi, evlilik yasmin giderek yiikselmesi
olarak siralanabilir.’® Aile sosyolojisi tarihi calismalar1 da gostermektedir ki, evlilik

7 Demet Liikiislii, Tiirkiye'de Genglik Miti (istanbul: Tletigim Yayinlari, 2009), 19-20.

8 Fatma Odabas, Genclerde Din ve Sivil Itaatsizlik (istanbul: Ragbet Yayinlari, 2016), 27.

9 Aylin Gorgiin Baran, “Geng ve Genglik: Sosyolojik Bakis”, Genglik Arastirmalart Dergisi 1/1 (2013), 11.

10 Abdel Rahim Omran, Islam Kiiltiiriinde Aile Planlamas: (Ankara: Diyanet Isleri Bagkanlig1 Yayinlari, 1997),
19-20.
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kurumu tarihin hi¢bir déneminde 18. asir sonlarindan itibaren daha goriiniir hale
gelen sehirlesme ve sanayilesme devrindeki kadar zor kurulmamigtir."

Evlilik yas1 i¢in en diisiik yas araligi ile ilgili belirli bir yarg: tiim toplumlarda
s0z konusudur. Bu yarg: genel olarak kisilerin cinsel erginlik diizeyine ulasmalar1
olarak kabul edilmekle birlikte, kisilerin bu gelisim diizeyine ulasmadan izdivag
kurmalar1 hos karsilanmamakta, kiiciik yasta yapilan evlilikler kisiyi hiirriyetinden
mahrum birakma baglaminda degerlendirilip yaptirima tabi tutulmaktadir.

Ancak evliligin gerceklestirilmesi icin cinsel erginlik tek bagina yeterli
olmamakta, ekonomik ve sosyal ac¢idan da kisilerin belirli bir gelismislik diizeyine
ulagmis olmalar1 beklenmektedir. Ekonomik diizeyden kasit; kisilerin bagkalarina
bagimli olmadan kendi maisetlerini temin edebilmeleri ve birey olarak gerek kendi
yararma gerekse toplum yararina iiretimde bulunabilmeleridir. Sosyal diizeyden
kasit ise bireyin iginde bulundugu toplumun norm ve kurallarmi igsellestirmesi,
karar alma mekanizmasini kendi basina gerceklestirebiliyor olmas: ve sorumluluk
alabilecek diizeye ulagmis olmasidir. Ancak toplumlarin statik degil, dinamik bir
yapida olmasindan dolay1 toplumsal yap1 karmasik bir hal almakta ve giiniimiizde
cocukluktan yetiskinlige gecisteki simr muglaklasmaktadir. Artik gliniimiiz
genclerinden ge¢miste oldugundan daha fazla egitim ve daha fazla uzmanlasma
beklenmektedir. Cinsel erginlik diizeyine ulasmis olan birey sosyal ve ekonomik
acgidan gerekli sartlar1 saglayamamakta, bu durum da genglik doneminin uzamasina
ve evlilik yasinin artmasmna yol agmaktadir. Dolayisiyla evlilik yas: her toplumda
tarihsel siire¢ igerisinde toplumlarin sosyokiiltiirel yapr ve oOzelliklerine gore
farklilasabilmekte, ayni toplum igin dahi farkli donemlerde inis ¢ikislar
gosterebilmektedir.!?

Gelenegin, kiiltiirin ve Islamiyetin kaynaklarindan beslenen aile
kurumunda, yerel ve kiiresel diizlemde meydana gelen degismelerin etkisiyle
birtakim baskalasimlar meydana gelmistir. Modernlesme neticesinde evlenme yasi
gitgide yiikselirken, bosanma oranlarinin da artis gostermesinin etkisiyle insanlar
evlilige sicak bakamamakta ve buna bagh olarak evlilikler de azalmaktadir. Dini
hayatta gerceklesen degismeler, manevi ve ahlaki degerlerde meydana gelen
doniisiimler aile yapisim etkilemekte, psikolojik sorunlara da neden olmaktadir.’

Genglerde evlilik yasinin uzamasinin nedenlerini anlamlandirabilmek icin
istatistiki verileri sosyolojik etmenlerle baglantili olarak diisiinmek gerekmektedir.
Yapilan aragtirmalar Tiirkiye’de evlenme yasinin giderek yiikseldigini ortaya
koymaktadir. Tiirkiye genelinde 2001 yilinda kadinlarda ortalama ilk evlenme yas1
22,7, erkeklerde 26 iken, 2018 yilina gelindiginde kadinlarda 24,8, erkeklerde ise

11 Ziyaeddin Fahri Findikoglu, “Evlenmede Giigliik”, drl. Beylii Dikegligil - Ahmet Cigdem, Aile Yazilar: 4
(Ankara: T.C. Bagbakanlik Aile Arastirma Kurumu Baskanlig1 Yaynlari, 1991), 61.

12 Hiiseyin Bustan, [slam ve Aile Sosyolojisi, gev. Zafer Aydas (Istanbul: el-Mustafa Yayinlari, 2015), 21-22.
13 Salih Aybey, “Aile ve Dini Rehberlik Biirolarina Gelen Sorular Isiginda Kadinlarin Bosanma Nedenleri
(Ege Bolgesi Ornegi)", Pamukkale Universitesi [lahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi 2/4 (2015), 111-112.
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27,8e yiikselmistir.! Istanbul genelinde 2001 yilinda kadinlarda 23,4, erkeklerde ise
26,7 olarak Olgiilen ortalama ilk evlenme yasi, 2018 yilinda kadinlarda 26,1,
erkeklerde ise 28,8 olarak belirlenmistir.!> Tiirkiye genelinde kadmn ve erkegin
ortalama evlenme yasi ise 2001 yilinda kadinlarda 23,4, erkeklerde 27,6 iken, bu oran
2018 yilina gelindiginde kadinlarda 26,5, erkeklerde ise ortalama 30,2 olarak tespit
edilmistir.'¢ Istanbul genelinde kadinin ortalama evlenme yas1 2001 yilinda 24,3, 2018
yilinda 27,6 olarak belirlenmis; erkeklerde ise 2001 yilinda 28,3 olarak belirlenen
smirin 2018 yilinda 30,9’a ¢giktig goriilmiistiir.!”

3. Evlilik Yasinin Uzamasi; Kent-Biling-Diinyevilesme iliskisi

Latince “modernus”tan alinan ve “modo”dan tiiretilen “modern” kelimesi
hemen simdi anlamina gelmekte; ayn1 zamanda eski zamanlarin toplum tipinden
gliniimiiz toplumuna uzanan bir degismeyi ifade etmektedir.’® Tarihsel olarak
modernlesme, 18. yy’dan 20. yy’a uzanan bir dizi tarihsel gelismeyi kapsayan
siirectir. Bu siirecte, kurum, inang, gelenek, {iretim iliskileri gibi pek ¢ok alanda
farklilasmalar meydana gelmistir. Modern sanayi toplumlarinda toplumsal
degisimin izini siirebilecegimiz zeminlerden biri aile kurumudur. Bu toplumlarda
endiistrilesme ve kent hayati {iretim bicimlerinin yaninda toplumsal iliskileri de
topyek{in bir degisime mecbur birakmistir. Bu durumda ailenin baglami da farkl bir
zemine oturmaktadir. Cinsler arasi esitligin artmasi ve cinsiyet rollerinin degismesi
ile kadm-erkek iligkileri kapitalist kosullarda yeniden {iretildigi miiddetce anlam
kazanmakta, kar1 ve koca bir “es” haline gelerek 6znelesmekte ve modernitenin
idealleri 6l¢iisiinde bir aile imgelemi gelistirilmektedir.!

Din, sosyal davranislar igin belli kurallar getirmesi ve agiklamalariyla
giindelik hayat tecriibesini diizenlemesi dolayisiyla sosyal davraniglar icin bir
motivasyon kaynagidir. Bu agidan din, bireyin hayati anlamlandirma, yasamda
karsilasacag: giicliiklerin {istesinden gelme, bireyi koruma ve kollama, toplumsal
yasama katilimin megsrulastirilmas: gibi durumlar agisindan temel bir referans
noktasidir.20 Ancak din ve dindarligy; ideolojilerden, cagdas fikir muhayyilelerinden,
modernlesme ve postmodernlesme parametrelerinden bagimsiz = olarak
degerlendirmek miimkiin degildir. Din ile ilgili inang, tutum ve davraniglarin
degisiminde, dini yonelimlerin ve dindarlik tezahiirlerinin sekillenmesinde kisilik
Ozellikleri ve toplumsal sartlar 6nemlidir. Ekonomik, siyasi ve diger faktorlerin
etkisiyle dindarhigin toplumdaki tezahiir etme bigimlerinde de degisiklikler

14 Tiirkiye Istatistik Kurumu (TUIK), “Evlenme Istatistikleri”” (Erisim 07 Agustos 2018).

15 TUIK, ““Evlenme Istatistikleri”.

16 TUIK, ““Evlenme Istatistikleri”.

17 TUIK, “Evlenme Istatistikleri”’.

18 Sezgin Kizilgelik - Yasar Erjem, Aciklamalr Sosyoloji Terimler Sozliigii (Ankara: Atilla Kitabevi, 1994), 299.
19 Kadir Canatan & Ergiin Yildirim (Ed.), “Toplumsal Degisme Siirecinde Aile”, Aile Sosyolojisi (Istanbul:
Acilim Kitap, 2016), 124.

20 Ergiin Yildirim, Degisen Din Anlayisinin Sosyolojisi (Istanbul, Bilge Yaymlar1, 1999), 30.
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gozlemlenmektedir.?! Buna gore geleneksel donemde insan hayatinda merkezi bir
konumda bulunan din, modern donemlere gelindiginde merkeziligini yitirmeye
baglamis ve insanin kutsal ile olan iligkisinde bagkalasimlari da beraberinde
getirmistir. Modern dénemde dinin durumu ve gelecekte ne olacagy, sekiilerlesme
tartismalarini beraberinde getirmistir. Sekiilerlesme kavrami, sosyologlar tarafindan
dini otoritenin toplumsal siirecler, kurumlar ve hizmetler iizerindeki etkisini
kaybetmesini, uhrevi amaglarin yerini diinyevi gaye ve isteklere biraktig: siiregleri
ifade etmek i¢in kullanilan bir kavramdir. Ertit'e gore sekiilerlesme, “Belli bir zaman
dilimi icerisinde dinin, dinimsi yapilarin, batil inanglarin ve halk inanglarimin toplumsal
diizeydeki prestijlerinin ve topluma etki etme giiclerinin goreli olarak azalmasi”dir.2

Sekiiler ve dindar orta sinifin birlikte yer aldigi kamusal mekanlar, dindar orta
smifin yasam bigimini, aliskanliklarii kimi zaman degistirmekte kimi zaman da i
ice gecmeye zorlamaktadir. Mekan, belirli bir toplumsal smifa ait olan dindar orta
siifin, dini aligkanliklarim1 ve dindarlik 6lgiitlerini bigimlendirmekte ve yeniden
tanimlanmasin1  gerektirmektedir. Dolayisiyla kent hayatinda simifsal olarak
dindarhigin farkli yiizleri ve farkh Olgiitleriyle ¢ok sik karsilasildigini soylemek
miimkiindiir.?® Ik bakista fiziki bir olusum olarak nitelendirebilecegimiz mekan,
insanlarin belli bir zaman ve zeminde eylemlerini gerceklestiriyor olmasindan otiirii
dikkatle incelenmeyi hak etmektedir. Insan ve toplumdan bahsedebilmek icin
mekansal bir olusumun varliginin mevcut olmast gerekir. Bu agidan insanin
mekanda olustugu ve ona doniistiigiinii sOylemek ¢ok da yanlis olmayacaktir.
Mekan, insan yonelimlerini etkiledigi gibi, bireye bir kimlik, bir deger ve referans
alan1 da saglamaktadir. Insamin konum ve statiisiine iliskin ipuglar1 veren mekan,
insan eylemini anlama ve acitklamada temel bir analiz parametresi olarak karsimiza
cikmaktadir.2* Berger ve Luckmann, “Insamin yasam deneyiminde toplumsal diinyay:
gosteren nesnellige ragmen, bu toplumsal diinya, kendisini yaratan insan faaliyetlerinden
ayr1 bir ontolojik statii kazanmaz.”? derken, toplumsal gercekligin birey bilincinden
bagimsiz bi¢cimde incelenemeyecegini hatirlatmaktadir. Bu nedenle iginde yasayan
bireyin ontolojik gercekliginden bagimsiz ele alinamayacak olan kent, rasyonel ve
bireyci bir ruha sahip olmasi dolayisiyla sosyal davrarusi sekillendirmekte ve bireyin
tutum ve davranislar tizerinde etkili olabilmektedir.

Ozellikle 1950'1i yillardan sonra kentlesme tiim diinya sathinda énemli bir
gelisme kaydetmistir. Oniimiizdeki yillarda da bu egilimin artarak devam edecegi
ongoriilmektedir. Metropol yasami aileden egitime, ekonomiden kiiltiire kadar
bir¢ok kurum iizerinde 6nemli rol oynayan degisimleri beraberinde getirmistir. Para
ekonomisinin dogrudan hissedildigi metropol ve beraberinde ortaya c¢ikan kent

2l Ahmet Onay, Dindarlik, Etkilesim ve Degisim (Istanbul, Dem Yayinlari, 2004), 20.

22 Volkan Ertit, Sekiilerlesme (Ankara: Liberte Yayinlari, 2014), 59.

23 Abdullah Ozbolat, Kapitalizme Eklemlenme, Dindar Orta Swmfta Tiiketim Kiiltiirii (Adana: Karahan
Kitabevi, 2015), 204.

24 Koksal Alver, Siteril Hayatlar (Ankara: Hece Yayinlari, 2010), 11-19.

25 Roger Trigg, Sosyal Bilimleri Anlamak, gev. Beyza Siimer - Filiz Ulgiit (Istanbul: Babil Yayinlari, 2005), 68.
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yasamyi, insani iligkileri ve kiiltiirel kodlar1 da biiyiik bir hizla doniigtiirmiistiir.2
Sehir, yalnizca fiziksel degil, ayni zamanda ahlaki rgiitlenmeye sahip bir yapidir.
Enginligi ve karmasasiyla sehrin temeli, aslinda kendisinin de bir ifadesi olan insan
dogasindan kaynaklanmaktadir. Diger yandan her ne kadar kent sakinlerinin
ihtiyaclarina paralel olarak gelisse de kendini rasyonel ve digsal bir gerceklik olarak
onlara dayatmakta ve istedigi hedef ve g¢ikarlar dogrultusunda toplumu
bi¢gimlendirmeye ¢calismaktadir.?”

Modernitenin kent hayati ve kentli bireyi doniistiiriicii etkisine iliskin
degerlendirmeleriyle 6n plana ¢ikan Simmel, “kisiligin digsal giicler karsisinda kendini
nasil uyarladi$1” sorusuna odaklanarak modern toplum analizinin temeline kiiltiirel
olusum dinamiklerini koymaktadir. Simmel’e gore 19. yy. bireylerden ge¢mise
nazaran ¢ok daha biiyiik oranda Ozgiirlesme ve uzmanlasma talep etmis ve bu
durum kir-kent arasindaki karsithigin temelini olusturmustur. Ciinkii hayatin ritmi
kirda daha yavas, daha alisildik ve daha diizenliyken, metropolde giinliik hayatin
dogas1 daha karmasik, daha hizli ve ruhsal bakimdan daha galkantilidir. Simmel,
metropoliin bireylerden daha farkl bir bilinglilik hali talep ettigini belirtmekte ve
kent tipi bireyin yiiregiyle degil zihniyle tepki verdiginden bahsetmektedir. Ona
gore para ekonomisinin hakim oldugu metropolde kirsalda olanin aksine insan
iligkileri ¢ok daha ytiizeysel ve ¢ok daha ikincil diizeyde yasanmaktadir. Metropol,
farkli gikarlara sahip pek ¢ok kimsenin bir arada yasadig1 bir alan olmasindan dolayzi,
insanlar  iliskilerini de son derece karmasik bir yap1 igerisinde
gerceklestirmektedirler. Burada nicel degerlerin nitel degerlere 6ncelenmesi s6z
konusu oldugu igin, kent insani sayilar ve rakamlarla hareket etmekte,
hesaplanabilir, dakik, zamami iyi yoOneten, disiplinli ve rasyonel bireyler
olmaktadir.® Bu anlamda kent, bireyin zihin diinyasma yon veren, kisiligini ve
eylemlerini sekillendiren, toplumsal hayatin her alanina biiyiik Olgiide etkide
bulunan bir olusumdur. M. Hauser de “Fizik cevresinin degismesi, ekonomik
organizasyonun yeni sekiller almas: yaninda sehirlesmenin kiiltiire, sosyal diizene, insanin
diisiinsel ve duygusal yapisimin degismesine, hatta davrans sekillerine de kagimilmaz etkileri”
oldugunu dile getirmektedir.?” Sehrin bir toplumsal degisme olgusu olarak ortaya
cikisi bireylerin toplumsal rolleri ve ekonomik etkinlikleri tizerinde etkili olmus ve
bu gelisme bireylerin dini algilayis sekillerinde de baskalasimlara neden olmustur.3

Modernizm ve metropol yasami, tiim diinyada oldugu gibi tilkemizde de aile
tizerinde koklii degisimlere neden olmustur. Sanayi Devrimi’nden sonra gergeklesen
kirdan kente gog, tarimdan hizmet sektoriine gegisi beraberinde getirmis ve bu

26 Ahmet Oktay, Metropol ve Imgelem (Istanbul: Is Bankas1 Kiiltiir Yaynlari, 2002), 9.

27 Robert E. Park - Ernest W. Burgess, Sehir: Kent Ortamindaki Insan Davramslarmn Arastirilmast Uzerine
Oneriler, ¢ev. Pinar Karababa Kayaligil (Ankara: Heretik Yayinlari, 2016), 40.

28 Georg Simmel, “Metropol ve Tinsel Hayat”, cev. Nazife Kalayci, Modern Kiiltiirde Catisma (Istanbul:
ileti§im Yayinlari, 2003), 85-92.

2 Gokge, “Evlilik Kurumuna Sosyolojik Bir Yaklagim”, drl. Beylii Dikegligil & Ahmet Cigdem, 397.

30 Mehmet Ozay, Sekiilerlesme ve Din (istanbul: iz Yayincailik, 2007), 85.
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durum gecimini emegini satarak saglamaya calisan kesimin kentlerde biiyiik bir
niifus yogunlugu olusturmasina neden olmustur. Kentlerde artan niifus yogunlugu
da metropollesmeyi beraberinde getirmis ve bu durum geleneksel genis ailenin
modern c¢ekirdek aileye doniismesinde basat bir rol oynamistir.® Bu anlamda
Tiirkiye’de kentlesmeye paralel olarak cekirdek aile modelinin yaygin oldugu
kentsel aile tipinin ortaya ¢iktigini soylemek miimkiindiir. Kent ailesi, her bakimdan
kirsaldan farklilik gosteren bir goriiniim arz etmektedir. Kent ailesi, gelecekten
beklentisi yiiksek, istek ve ihtiyaclar1 farklilasmis bir ailedir. Bu durum kadinin
calisma hayatina katilmasini bir zorunluluk haline getirmekle birlikte, aile yapisinda
degisimlere sebep olmakta ve geleneksel genis aile yerini kentlerde modern ¢ekirdek
aileye birakmaktadir. Ozkalp, endiistri toplumlarinda ailenin artik bir iiretim birimi
olmaktan ¢ok tiiketim birimi haline geldigi, kiiciik ailenin degisen fonksiyonlarinin
evlilik kurumuna da yansidigs, evliligin daha bireysellestigi ve kisilerin kendi
kararlarina birakildig1 tespitini yapmaktadir. Ayrica biiylik kentlerde ortalama
evlilik yasinin yiiksek olmasinin nedeni olarak bir is sahibi olabilmek igin kisinin
uzun egitim yillarim1 kat etmesi zorunlulugunu gostermektedir.3? Burada
metropoliin kendi yasam kosullarmi yaratirken, insan dogasmndan kaynaklanan
dogal diirtiileri bastirdig1 gercegini goz ardi etmemek gerekir. Modern kent
yasaminin bastan ¢ikariciligi karsisinda birey, kent hayatinin dayattig ahlaka bilingli
yahut bilingsiz bir bicimde katilmaktadir. S6zgelimi metropol hayatinda gelecegin
varisleri olarak kabul edilen ve yiiksek bir deger atfedilen ¢ocuklar, ebeveynleri
agisindan biiylik bir sorumluluk meselesi haline gelmektedir. Bir baba, kirsalda
ciftlik gecindirmenin, sehirde aile gecindirmekten daha zor oldugunu diisiinebilir.
Tim bunlar evliligin sehirde daha ge¢ yaslarda gerceklesmesini beraberinde
getirdigi gibi, bazen hi¢ gerceklesmemesiyle de sonuglanabilir.3

4. Amag ve Yontem

Genglerde evlilik yasinin uzamasimin ardinda yatan sosyokdiiltiirel ve dini
etmenlerin aragtirilmasi, bu c¢alismanin temel amacidir. Belirlenen kuramsal
cerceveden hareketle saha arastirmasinin kurgusunun tiniversite mezunu, kentli ve
egitimli birey iizerinden temellendirildigini ifade etmekte yarar vardir. Kent hayat
bireye belli bir hayat tarzi sunarken, birey bilingli bir se¢imle kente katilmakta ve
kentin degerlerini igsellestirmektedir. Kentli olma, bireyin statiisiinden, sosyo-
ekonomik durumuna; dini tutum ve davranislarindan kiiltiiriine uzanan ¢izginin
ipuglarini yansitmaktadir. Bu agidan insan eylemini anlama ve agiklama noktasinda
kent onemli bir analiz parametresi sayilabilir. Aragtirmanin alt amaclan ise,
modernite ile birlikte hayatimiza giren sekiilerlesme, egitim siirecinin uzamasi,

31 Firdevs Giimiisoglu, 21. Yiizyil Karsisinda Kent ve Insan (Istanbul: Baglam Yayinlari, 2001), 306.

32 Enver Ozkalp, Sosyolojiye Giris (Eskisehir: Anadolu Universitesi Egitim Saglik ve Bilimsel Arastirma
Calismalar1 Vakfi Yayinlari, 1995), 116-121.

3 Park - Burgess, Sehir; Kent Ortamindaki Insan Davraniglarimin Arastirilmasi Uzerine Oneriler, 83.
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bireysellesme, rasyonellesme gibi siireclerin genclerin evliligi geciktirmelerinde
etkili olup olmadiginin belirlenmesidir. Modernite, hiz ve haz odakl: bir hayat
anlayig: telakki ettiginden “daha iyi bir yasam” mottosu gengler agisindan egitim
kurumlarinda gegirilen siirenin artmasimi zorunlu kilmaktadir. Egitim hayatinda
gecen yillarin evliligin geciktirilmesinde dnemli bir unsur oldugu diisiiniildiigiinden
orneklem grubunda segilen kisilerin en az iiniversite mezunu olmasina dikkat
edilmistir. Arastirma Nisan-Temmuz 2019 tarihleri arasinda gergeklestirilmistir.

Aragtirmada nitel aragtirma yontemi kullanilmigtir. Toplumsal olaylar
heterojen bir goriiniim sergilemekte ve bir olaymn meydana gelmesinde birden ¢ok
sebep etkili olabilmektedir. Bu agidan nitel arastirma nicel arastirmaya gore daha
derinlemesine analizler yapma imkéani saglamaktadir. Calismada genglerin evliligi
ertelemesinin arka planinda bulunan muhtemel sebeplerin agiga ¢ikarilmas:
amagclandigindan dolay1 olgubilim yani fenomenolojik yaklasim benimsenmistir.
Olgubilim (Fenomenoloji); kavramlari, olaylari, durumlari veya tecriibeleri yasanti
ve anlamlardan hareketle agiklamaya ¢alisan bir yaklasim tiiriidiir.>* Calismada veri
toplamak maksadiyla yar1 yapilandirilmis goriisme teknigi ve belgelerin
incelenmesinden yararlanilmistir. Mevcut literatiir, aile, evlilik, genglik, din, kent,
egitim, statii, modernlesme, sekiilerlesme, bireysellesme gibi temalar cercevesinde
taranmistir. Genglerdeki evlilik yas artisini istatistiki bir bigimde ortaya koyma
amaciyla TUIK'in diizenli araliklarla yapmis oldugu Tiirk Aile Yapist
Aragtirmasi’'ndaki istatistiklerden faydalanilmigtir. Yapilan okumalardan hareketle
miilakatlarda arastirmaciya yol gosterecek olan temalar belirlenmis ve sorular bu
temalardan hareketle olusturulmustur. “Aile ve Evlilik Olgusu”, “Din-Dindarlik-
Degisim”, “Evlilik Yasinin Uzamas1” olmak {izere ii¢ ana tema belirlenmistir. Ana
temalar alt temalara boliinmiis ve bu temalardaki bilgilere ulasma maksadiyla
miilakat sorular1 hazirlanmistir. Uygulamali aragtirma béliimiinde ise, amaca
yonelik 6rneklem metodu kullanilmistir. Goriismeler, bizzat arastirmacinin kendisi
tarafindan gerceklestirilmistir. Miilakatlar neticesinde elde edilen veriler sdylem
analizi ile ¢oztimlenmistir.

4.1. Arastirma Bulgular ve Tartisma
4.1.1. Demografik Bilgiler

Calismada amaca yonelik drneklemin kullanilmasina karar verildikten sonra,
TUIK 2001-2018 yili kadin ve erkek ortalama evlenme yast istatistiklerine bakilarak,
ana temalar ve alt temalara uygun yas gruplarmna ulagilmas: hedeflenmistir.
Calismanin yapildig: tarihe gore en son arastirma 2018 yili oldugundan, Tiirkiye
ornekleminde erkekler i¢in ortalama ilk evlenme yasi1 27,8, kadinlar igin 24,8 sinir
olarak belirlenmis ve bu yas {izerindeki bekar kisilere ulasilmas: hedeflenmistir.

3 M. Zeki Ilgar-Semra Coskun Ilgar, “Nitel Bir Arastirma Deseni Olarak Gémiilii Teori (Temellendirilmis
Kuram), "izU Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi 2/3 (2013), 201.
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Katilimailarin yas, cinsiyet, meslek, egitim durumuna yonelik dagilimlar: asagida
Tablo 1’de verilmistir:

Tablo 1: Demografik Bilgiler

Sira | Cinsiyet | Yas | Egitim Durumu Meslek Yasanilan Yerlesim
No Birimi
G1 Kadin 28 Doktora Ogretmen Kent
G2 Kadin 34 Yiiksek Lisans Psikolog Kent
G3 Kadin 42 Doktora Akademisyen Kent
G4 Kadin 29 Yiiksek Lisans Fizyoterapist Kent
G5 Kadin 30 Yiiksek Lisans Memur Kent
G6 Kadin 28 Lisans Avukat Kent
G7 Kadin 36 Yiiksek Lisans Ogretmen Kent
G8 Erkek 30 Doktora Akademisyen Kent
G9 Erkek 34 Doktora Akademisyen Kent
G10 Erkek 30 Lisans Sanatci Kent
G11 Erkek 34 Yiiksek Lisans Memur Kent
G12 Erkek 34 Doktora Memur Kent
G13 Erkek 36 Yiiksek Lisans Bilgisayar Kent
Miihendisi
G14 Erkek 31 Lisans Dis Ticaret Kent
Sorumlusu
G15 Erkek 46 Lisans Memur Kent

4.2. Evlilige Yaklasim Bigimi ve Ideal Evlilik Yas Algis1

Evlilik yasmnin uzamasinda etkili olan faktorleri incelemeyi amaglayan
aragtirmanin ilk boliimiinde Oncelikle katilimcilarin aile ve evlilik kavramlarina

yaklagim bigimleri incelenmeye calisilmis, bu nedenle oncelikle aile ve evlilik

kavramlarimin kendileri i¢in ne anlam ifade ettigi sorusu ile aragtirmaya baslanmaistir.
Verilen cevaplara bakildiginda aileye iliskin “giivenli bir siginak”, “sicak yuva”,
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“kendini gergeklestirebilecegin bir alan”, “aidiyet” vurgulari, evlilik igin ise;
“zorunlu bir reaksiyon”, “iki farkli evrenin kesismesi” tanimlamalar1 dikkat
cekmektedir. Goritismecilerin ortak bir bigimde aile ve evliligin bilinen tanimlarini 6n
plana c¢ikardiklari, daha sonra siklikla yasanan degisim ve doniisiime, islevsel
ozelliklerine, yeni aile tiplerine vurgular yaptiklar: gézlemlenmistir:

Aile deyince, insanin kokiiniin nereden geldigi, nereye aidiyet hissettigi ve nereye
bagli kalmas: gerektigi aklima geliyor. Evlilik denince de iki farkli dlemin bir
kesismede yasamas, iki diinyay1 ileriye gotiirme ¢abasi. Evlilik bence budur. (G10,
Lisans, Sanatci, E, 30).

Aile insanin kendini iginde gilivende hissettigi, kendisi olabildigi, sirti
dayayabildigi en kiigiik sosyal kurumdur. Kendin olabildigin yerdir aile; maskesiz
olabildigin, kendini gercgeklestirebildigin alan. Evlilik de insanin kendindeki
yansimasini karsisinda bulabildigi ve birlikte yol alabildigi kisiyle gerceklestirilen
birliktelik... (G2, Yiiksek Lisans, Psikolog, K, 34).

Aile saglikli bir toplumun olmazsa olmazi, toplumsal dayanismanin en kiigiik yap1
tasidir diyebilirim. Dogal olarak evlilik de bu yap1 tasinin olusmasindaki zorunlu
reaksiyon. Neleri cagristirdigina gelince, her ne kadar son geyrek yiizyilda yasanan
doniisiim ve aile kavramindaki deformasyon bu diisiincemi saldir1 altinda birakmig
olsa da aile benim i¢in dis diinyada yasanan savastan kagabilecegin bir siginak. (G12,
Doktora, Memur, E, 34).

Aile, her bireyin igerisine dogdugu, her birey icin ayr1 anlam ve 6neme sahip
bir kurumdur. Dogumundan yetiskinligine kadar etkilesim halinde oldugu bu yap1
ile ilgili tanaimlamalar, kiginin aile ile ilgili kurdugu fiziksel, psikolojik, ekonomik
iliskiden bagimsiz olarak diistiniilememekte hatta toplumsal konjonktiire bagh
olarak dahi farkliliklar gdzlemlenebilmektedir. Goriismecilerin muhafazakar, bekar,
egitimli, kentli kisilerden olustugu g6z oniinde bulunduruldugunda evlilige iliskin
diisiince ve hayal evrenlerinin toplum gercekliginden bagimsiz sekilde olusmadigi
tespit edilmistir. Baz1 katilimailarin evliligin belli bir yastan ve belli asamalardan
gectikten sonra kurulacak bir kurum oldugunu ifade etmesi, bazilarinin ise tek
yasamanin konforuna alistig1 icin mesafeli durdugu bir alan oldugunu dile getirmesi
bu goriisii destekler niteliktedir:

Evlilik ise belli bir yastan, belli bir asamadan sonra kuracagin kurumun adidir. (G5,
Memur, Yiiksek Lisans, K, 30)

Aile ve evlilik hem kendim tek yasamamdan hem de iiniversite hayatinda da disarida
olmamdan dolayi, oldukca yakin gelip, ama ayni zamanda planlamay1 tam da
netlestiremedigim, 6n géremedigim bir kurum. (G8, Akademisyen, Doktora, E, 30).

Arastirmacilarin aile ve evlilik kurumunu nasil degerlendirdikleri tespit
edildikten sonra goriismecilere ideal evlilik yasiin ne olmas: gerektigi sorularak,
erken ve ge¢ evlenmeyi nasil yorumladiklar analiz edilmek istenmistir. Sahadan
gelen bulgular, katilimcilarin evlilik yasi ile ilgili cinsiyete gore farkli rakamlara
isaret ettigini ve evliligin ideal yasim1 “olgunlasma” kavrami c¢ercevesinde
degerlendirdiklerini ortaya koymaktadar.
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Ideal evlilik yas1 kisiden kisiye degisse de diinya {izerinde empoze edilen 6zgiir hayat
algisiyla insanlar tek yasama gayreti icerisindeler. Ideal yas benim icin 28'dir.
Olgunlasmanin 28'den sonra oldugunu diistiniiyorum. (G14, Lisans, Dis. Tic.
Sorumlusu, E, 31).

Ideal yas sudur demek bence yanlis. Kisinin kendini evliligin getirecegi sorumluluga
hazir hissetmesi cok 6nemli. Eger bunu 25 yasinda hissediyorsa 25’tir, 30’sa 30, 20"yse
20’dir. Bence en 6nemlisi bu: Kendini hazir hissetmek, sorumlulugu alabilmek. Kendi
agimdan sdylemek gerekirse ben kendi adima geg kaldim diyebilirim. (G1, Doktora,
Ogretmen, K, 28).

35-40 yasina gelen bir erkek birey, askerlik ve is sorununu genelde asmis oluyor.
Genglikteki toyluk bitmis, maddi imkani ve hayat tecriibesi artmis oluyor. Yas ve
hayat tecriibesi nedeniyle sorumluluk duygusu artiyor ve diinyevi birtakim zevklere
doymus oluyor. Artik o eski hiz ve arzular yerini aile kurma, ¢ocuk sahibi olma gibi
duygulara birakiyor. (G15, Lisans, Memur, E, 46).

Evliligin olgunlasma ile irtibath olarak diisiiniilmesinin nedeni sorumluluk ve
kendini hazir hissetme duygulari ile alakalidir. Kadin ve erkek igin isaret edilen ideal
yas araliklar1 donemsel kategorik ayrimlar ile ifade edilmistir. Katihmcilarin ¢ogu
kadinlarda 22-30, erkeklerde 25-35 yas araliginin evlilik i¢in “uygun” yas oldugunu
sOylemis, bu durumun gerekgesi olarak; ilerleyen yasla birlikte bireylerin duygudan
ziyade mantik penceresinden hayata bakmalari, bu nedenle de zorluklar karsisinda
katlanilabilirlik seviyesinin daha yiiksek oldugunu belirtmiglerdir. Diger yandan
bireyin kendini ve ¢evresini tam olarak algilamadan, baska bir deyisle birey olma
bilincine varmadan gergeklestirilecek evliliklerin hem kendileri igin bir yiik hem de
dogacak cocuklar icin saglam olmayan bir aile zemini olusturmasi, evliligin ideal
yaginin 25-35 yas arasinda gosterilmesinde bir gerekgedir. Katihimcilarmin
sOylemleri incelendiginde erken yaslarda evlenmenin erken yasta ebeveynlik
rollerine sahip olma konusunda avantaj sagladigi, ancak olgunlasmadan yapilacak
evliliklerin bosanma ihtimalini gii¢lendirdigi ortak vurgusu goriilmektedir. 25-35
arasi donemde olgunlasma ile kisinin keskin ve sivri karakter ozelliklerinin
torpiilendigi, alttan alabilme kabiliyetinin gelistigi, bu nedenle evlilikte uyumun
daha kolay yakalanabilecegi, goriismecilerin isaret ettikleri diger noktalar
arasindadir:

Geg evlendiginizde, dogru kisiyi secme olanagmiz da yiiksek olabilir. Bir taraftan
bakildiginda ne istediginizi kendiniz de daha iyi tanimlayabildiginiz i¢in diinyay1 da
daha iyi tanimlayabilmeniz miimkiin. Bu ihtimaller igerisinde de daha kendinize
yakin profili segmeniz miimkiin. O kurumun getirdigi yiikimliiliikleri, insan olma
sorumlulugunu ve evliligin getirdigi sorumluluklar1 sirtlanabilirsiniz  belki
kolaylikla. (G3, Doktora, Akademisyen, K, 42).

Literatiir kisminda evlilik yasi ile ilgili olarak cinsel erginlik diizeyine
ulagmanin temel dl¢iit oldugu, ancak bu durumun tek basina yeterli olmadigi, sosyal
ve ekonomik diizey agisindan da bireyin gecimini temin edebilme yetisine sahip
olmasi gerektigi belirtilmisti. Sahadan gelen bulgular da giintimiizde genglerin cinsel
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erginlik diizeyine ulagsalar da sosyal ve ekonomik agidan yeterli diizeye ulasmadan
evlilik karar1 almadiklarini gostermektedir. Yetigkinlik, bir ise sahip olabilme, bir
ailenin sorumlulugunu {istlenebilme olarak ifade edebilecegimiz siirecin genel
adidir. Ancak yukarida genglik ve yetiskinlik donemlerinin farkli rakamlarla ifade
edilmesi, giiniimiizde genglik ve yetiskinligin hangi yas araliklarina karsilik geldigi
hususunda kavram karmasasi yasandigini gostermektedir.

4.3. Biiyiikk Kentlerde Ortalama Evlilik Yasinin Yiiksek Olmasinin
Nedenleri

Biiyiik kentlerde ortalama evlilik yasinin yiiksek olmasini, kentin kendi yasam
kosullarini yaratmasi iizerinden degerlendirmek miimkiindiir. Kentler toplumun
bir¢ok kesimini bir arada barindiran, heterojen yapisi ile 6n plana ¢ikan
olusumlardir. Bu heterojenlikte birey de kimligini siirekli bir bi¢cimde yeniden
tanimlamaya mecbur kalmaktadir. “Ben kimim?” sorusuna verilecek olan cevap
kentte her defasinda farklilastigindan, evlilige hazir olup olmama hali de buna bagh
olarak sekillenmektedir. Kentte yasamanin evlilik yasinin uzamasinda etkili oldugu
hipotezimizin arka planinda, yukarida teorik kisimda da ifade edilen mekanin
bireyin tutum ve davraniglarini etkilemesi, bireye bir kimlik ve bir referans alani
saglamas: diisiincesi yatmaktadir. Bu nedenle kentte yasamay1 tercih ve tecriibe
etmis olan katilimcilara evliligin geciktirilmesinde kent hayatinin nasil bir etkisi
oldugunu belirlemek amaciyla “Size gore biiyiik kentlerde ortalama evlilik yaginin
yliksek olmasinin nedenleri neler olabilir?” sorusu sorulmustur.

Kentlerin biiylik ve toplumun farkli kesimlerini bir arada bulunduran
mekanlar olmasi, kozmopolit yapisi ve kaotik bir ortam olusu karsisinda bireyler
zorunlu reaksiyonlar vermek durumunda kalmaktadir. Katihmer; (G7, Yiiksek
Lisans, Ogretmen, K, 36) ‘nin: ”Geleneksel toplumlarda ya da kir toplumlarinda diyelim
insanlar kendileri gibi olan insanlarin icerisine dogard:. Biitiin bir kéyiin sosyo-ekonomik
seviyesi ii¢ asagt bes yukari belliydi. Bu yiizden evlilik tercihleri soz konusu oldugunda da
cok uzaga gitmezdiniz, evlenece§iniz kizi ya da erkegi, belki kendi kyiiniizde belki de civar
koylerde bulabilmeniz miimkiindii. Ama giiniimiiz kentlerinde bu tamamu ile farkli bir hal arz
ediyor.” ifadeleri bu durumu Ornekler niteliktedir. Simmel’e gore modern toplum, hiz
haz ve akigskanlig1 ile bireyi etkilemektedir. Birey gilindelik yasamda ayni anda o
kadar ¢ok uyariciya maruz kalir ki bir noktadan sonra artik duyarsizlasir. Birey artik
cevresindeki insanlara oldugu kadar ¢evresine de yabancilasmistir.> Bu durumda
kentte gerceklesen sosyal akisin girdabina kapilip giden birey, evlenmeyi aklina dahi
getirmemekte, daha ice doniik, daha bireysel yasamlari tercih edebilmekte ve evliligi
oteleyebilmektedir. Ay katilimcr kentte yasanan sosyal akigin girdabina kapilan ve
tiiketim anlayisina entegre olan bireyin, evlilik karar1 almadaki etkisini de su sozlerle

35 Melike Akbiyik, Sosyolojide Giindelik Hayat: Mekin ve Reklam (Istanbul Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler
Enstitiisii, Doktora Tezi, 2018), 184-185.
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dile getirmektedir: “Kentte ok hizli bir sosyal akis var, siirekli tiiketmek iizerine kurulu bir
sistem. Tiikettikce mutlu oldu§unuzu sandi§imiz bir hayat anlayis: dayatiyor bir sekilde.
Bircok seye sahip olmamiz, bir aileye sahip olmamiz gerektigi gerceginin iizerini perdeliyor
cogu zaman. O akiga kapilip gidiyorsun ve evlenmen gerektigi aklina gelmiyor.”

Kentte yasamanin beraberinde getirdigi diger onemli bir konu ise kirdan
farklilasan giindelik hayattir. Kentte yasamak, modern diinyanin bir gergekligi
olarak karsimiza ¢ikar ve modernite kendi anlam diinyasini iiretir. Bu nedenle kentte
oncelikler kirdakinden farklidir ve hayata yalnizca evlilik odakh bakilmamaktadir.
Kentin bireye sundugu imkanlar, sosyokiiltiirel imkanlarin tiirii ve cgesitliligi,
sosyallesmenin kolay olmas: ve gevresel faktorler, katilimcilar tarafindan evliligin
Otelenmesine neden olarak isaret edilen gostergeler arasindadur:

Biiyiik kentlerde yasayan insanlar daha g¢ok bireysel yasayan insanlar. Kiigiik
kentlerdekiler biraz daha aile baskis1 altinda yasiyormus gibi hissediyorlar. Ama
biiyiik kentte yasadigin zaman aileden uzaksin, ¢evreden uzaksin, bakiyorsun senin
cevren de evlenmemis sana siradanlasmis gibi geliyor. Cevresel faktorler etkili.
Benim ¢evremdeki insanlarin da hepsi bekar. Ama bir bakiyorum Cankiri'ya
gittigimde benim yasimdaki tiim arkadaslarim evli. (G4, Yiiksek Lisans,
Fizyoterapist, K, 29).

Herkes kendi derdinde yani kadini da erkegin de... Oncelikle kariyer, 6ncelikle para.
Biz evliligi siinnet oldugu igin istiyoruz. Yoksa baktigin zaman evlilik aptallik oluyor.
Yani bir bagkasinin ailesine giriyorsun, bagkasinin derdini tistleniyorsun. O anlamda
bakildig1 zaman aptallik. Su anki devirde de insanlar bu ¢erceveden baktig1 icin
evliligi erteleyebildigi kadar erteliyor. Dini argiimanlarim olmasa beni smurlayan,
niye evleneyim ki. Ben evliligin bana katacagi birok seyi evlenmeden de yapabilirim.
(G6, Lisans, Avukat, K, 28).

Kentlesmenin artisina paralel olarak metropol yasaminda daha goriiniir hale
gelen bireysellesme, evlilik yasinin uzamasinda meydana gelen doniisimii
gozlemleyebilecegimiz diger bir tartisma konusudur. Bireysel (individual) ve
bireysellik (individuality) terimleri, Latince individius sozcligiinden tiiremistir.
“Béliinmemis” ya da “bdliinemez” anlamma gelen terimler, Ingilizceye
Fransizcadan girmis ve ilk kez 17. yy. baglarinda kullanilmistir.?¢ Giindelik yagsamda
belki defalarca kez kullanilan “ben” sdzciigii, 19.yy. sonu sosyal bilimler alan1 analiz
ve tartismalarinin odak noktasmni olusturmaktadir. Bu agidan “ben” yahut
“kendilik”, modern ve postmodern Kkiiltiiriin temel sorunlarindan biri olarak
nitelendirilebilir.?” Goriismecilere “Kentte yasamak sizi daha 6zgiir, daha bireysel,
daha akilc diisiinen bireyler haline getiriyor mu?” sorusu sorulmus ve bireyselligin
evlilik fikrini 6teleme iizerindeki etkisi anlasilmaya ¢alisilmistir. Yapilan ¢alisma ile
kentte Ozgiir bir birey olarak kendini gerceklestirme ¢abasinin evlilik kurumuna

3 lan Watt, Modern Bireyciligin Mitleri, gev. Mehmet Dogan (Istanbul: Bogazici Universitesi Yaynlari,
2016), 159.

37 Nick Mansfield, Oznellik: Freud’dan Haraway’a Kendilik Kuramlari, ¢ev. Hiisamettin Cetinkaya & Rahmi
Durmaz (izmir: Aralik Yayinlari, 2006), 11.
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bakisi doniistiirdiigii gozlemlenmistir. Kentin daha genis bir ozgiirliikk alani
sunmasinin bireyselligi besleyen bir unsur oldugunu ifade eden katilimcilardan baz:
ornekler sunlardir:

Kent yasami istemeseniz de sizi daha bireysel hareket etmenizi daha fazla akilc
diistinmenizi istiyor. Buna ne kadar kars1 durma gayreti igerisinde olsaniz da bir ¢1g
gibi sizi oniine katip gotiiriiyor. (G14, Lisans, D1s Tic. Sor. E, 31).

Birey olma kiiltiiriiniin ve 6zgiirlitk arzusunun daha yiiksek olmasi, toplumsal
baglarin zayiflamasi, ekonomik ozgiirliikler, kariyer ¢abasi, kentin kargasasinin
insanlarin yasam alanini daraltmas: gibi etkenler 6nemli rol oynamaktadir. Ayrica
gliniimiiz diinyasinda olgunluk yas1 yiikselmekle birlikte gelenekten uzaklasma -ki
bu durum kirsala da sirayet emis olsa dahi kent igin daha belirgindir- evlilik
konusuna bakisi da kokten degistirmistir. (G12, Doktora, Memur, E, 34).

Kentte yasaymnca hayata sadece evlilik odakli bakmiyorsun. Eskiden askere git,
tiniversiteyi bitir hemen evlen idi. Okulun sinr1 yok zaten doktora dogent diye
gidiyor. Simdi yapacak cok sey var, sosyal faaliyetler var, dernekler, kuruluslar var,
is olarak farkli imkanlar var onun igin evlilik tek yapilacak sey gibi gelmiyor bana.
(G2, Yiiksek Lisans, Psikolog, K,3 4).

Modernlesme siirecinin Tiirk toplumu tarafindan igsellestirilmesi bircok
acgidan giigliikler barindirmis ve uzun bir siirece yayilmistir. Bunun nedeni olarak
Islam’m ve kapitalizmin ontolojik, epistemolojik ve etik dncelikleri agisindan farkh
toplumsal sistemler olmasi ve bu iki farkli sistemin Tiirk toplumuna entegre
edilmesinin bir¢ok celiski, paradoks ve gerilimi barindirmasimni gostermek
miimkiindiir. S6z konusu entegrasyon neticesinde ortaya kendine has, renkli ve
ironik birlesimler cikmaktadir.® Doniisiimiin Islami kesimdeki yansimalarin
“Islam’m yeni kamusal yiizleri”® seklinde tanimlayan Gole, kiiltiirel agidan
kendisini sekiiler kesimlerden net bir sekilde ayiran dindar Miisliiman kimliginin
kamusal alandaki farkliliginin goriiniir olmasmi talep etmekte oldugunu
belirtmektedir. Bu yeni kimlik toplumsal hayatin bir¢ok alaninda, aktif faaliyetlerle
gorliniirliigiinii ispat etmekte ve kendini tanimlarken kolektif bir Islam kimligine
gerek duymamaktadir. Dolayisiyla yeni dindar kimliginin bireysellesen bir Islami
kimlik oldugu tespitini yapmak miimkiindiir.# Katilimcilarin evliligi Otelemesi
hususunda da benzer bir durum s6z konusudur. Bir katilimcinin kentte goriiniirliigii
sosyallesme kavramui {izerinden somutlastirmasi ve “evlilik yapilacak tek seymis gibi
gelmiyor bana” ifadesi, Islam ailesinin ve evliligin degisen yiiziinii gdzler 6niine
sermektedir. Modern dénemde giiclii bir sekilde var olan bireycilik miti, yalmizlik ve
narsisizmi beslemekte, bu da genglerin toplum ile biitiinlesememesini ve ¢atismasini
beraberinde getirmektedir. Ozgiirliigiine diiskiin olma diirtiisii gengleri evlilik
karar1 alma ve bir aile kurma hususunda ihtiyath davranmaya sevk etmekte ve hem

3 Bahattin Aksit vd., Tiirkiye’de Dindarlik: Sosyal Gerilimler Ekseninde Inang ve Yasam Bicimleri (Istanbul:
ileti§im Yayinlari, 2012), 280.

% Ayrintili bilgi igin bk. Niliifer Gole, Islam’m Yeni Kamusal Yiizleri (Istanbul: Metis Yaynlar1, 2000).

40 Ozbolat, Kapitalizme Eklemlenme, Dindar Orta Sumifta Tiiketim Kiiltiirii, 98.
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dini hem de toplumsal agidan yeni tutum ve davranislarin ortaya ¢ikmasina neden
olmaktadir. Sekiiler bireycilik mitinin ortaya c¢ikardigi tutum ve davraruglarin
gostergelerinden biri de artan refah seviyesi ile bireylerin kendi konforunu
oncelemesi ve bu durumun evlilige bakis {izerinde de etkili olmasidir. Goriismeci
(G1, Doktora, Ogretmen, K, 28)'in 2000 lira maas aliyorsam bunu kendi giderlerime, kendi
zevkime, hobilerime harcryorum. Bu rahatli§a alismisken baska bir insanun kontrolii altina
girmek fazla gelebilir. Bu erkek icin de boyle kadin icin de yle. Bence ekonomik gelirin artmast
ve bireysel gelir elde etmek kisiyi bireycilestiriyor.” ifadesi bu durumu Ornekler
niteliktedir.

4.4. Kentte Sekiilerlesmenin izini Siirmek: Evlilik Tercihlerinde Sekiiler

Yoénelimler

Arapga “din” kelimesine Farsca “dar” ekinin eklenmesi sonucu olusan
“dindar” kelimesi, sozlitkte “Allah’a inanmis ve baglanmis kimse” anlamina
gelmektedir. Dindar kelimesine “lik” ekinin getirilmesi ile olusan “dindarlik” ise
“kisinin dinine bagli olma durumu”nu ifade etmektedir. Dindarlik olgusu bireysel,
toplumsal, zamansal anlamda 6nemli degisim ve farkliliklara sahne olan dinamik,
hatta diyalektik bir olgudur.#® Bu nedenle “dindarlik” dendiginde her bireyin
aklinda farkh bir tanim gekillenmekte, her birey dindarhig: farkli 6lgiitlere gore
degerlendirebilmektedir. Yukarida teorik cercevede de ifade edildigi iizere din
sosyal davranuslar i¢in bir motivasyon kaynagidir. Sosyal davrarsi sekillendirirken,
sosyal birtakim farklilasmalardan da bagimsiz degildir. Rasyonellesme, uzmanlagma
ve is boliimii, kurumsallasma gibi énemli degisimlerin meydana geldigi sehirlesme
ve modernlesme siirecinde geleneksel dindarlik formlarinda da ciddi degisimler
meydana gelmektedir.®? Muhafazakarlar agisindan din-dindarlik kriterlerinin evlilik
tercihleri s6z konusu oldugunda 6n planda tutuldugu bilinmektedir. Giiniimiizde
din-dindarlik formlarinda meydana gelen degisim, kisilerin tutum ve davraniglarina
da yansimaktadir. Arastirmanmn bu boliimiinde, kentte yasiyor olmanin zihin ve
eylem diinyalar {izerinde nasil bir etkide bulundugunu anlamak igin katilimcilara
sekiilerlesmenin genel bir tanumla “dini olann yerine diinyevi olanin tercih edilmesinin
genel adi” oldugu bilgisi verilmis ve ardindan evlilik tercihi s6z konusu oldugunda
dini tercihlerin mi yoksa diinyevi tercihlerin mi éncelikli oldugu sorusu sorulmustur.
Verilen cevaplar zihniyet doniisiimiiniin dinle irtibatinin analiz edilmesi hakkinda
belirli ipuglar1 olusturmustur.

Din sosyologlar tarafindan sekiilerlesme tanimlarinda vurgulanan bir nokta;
“Dinin, toplumsal sistemin isleyisinde marjinal hale gelmesi ve doga iistiine bagl faktorlerin

#1 Unver Giinay & Celaleddin Celik (ed.), “Dindarligin Sosyolojisi”, Dindarligin Sosyo-Psikolojisi (Adana:
Karahan Kitabevi, 2006), 8.

42 Kemaleddin Tas, “Dindarligin Tipolojileri Uzerine Tipolojik Bir Arastirma”; Giinay & Celik, Dindarligin
Sosyo-Psikolojisi, 186-187.



[lahiyat Akademi Dergisi 277

kontroliinii dagitmak suretiyle toplumun isleyisi icin esas fonksiyonlarin rasyonellesmeye
baslamasi”dir# Bu yorum, ayni zamanda karmasik ve ekonomik agidan daha
gelismis toplumlarda kurumlarin giderek kendi 6zerkligini ilan ettigi bir siirece de
vurgu yapmaktadir.# Sekiilerlesme siireci, sanat, edebiyat, felsefe gibi alanlarda dini
etkinin kaybolusu, bunun yerine bilimsel bir perspektifin hdkim olmas: olarak
diisiiniilebilir. Sekiilerlesme yalnizca kiiltiirel ya da yalnizca diisiinsel alanla da
smirll degildir. Aym sekilde bilincin sekiilerizasyonundan® da bahsetmek
miimkiindiir. Bu, bagka bir ifadeyle modern Bati diinyasinin dini formasyondan
bagimsiz bir bicimde diinyay1 ve kendi yasamlarin1 yorumlayan ve sayilar: gittikge
artan bireyler viicuda getirdigi manasina da gelmektedir.# Bu noktadan hareketle
muhafazakar gengligin es segerken dini faktorleri mi Onceledigi, yoksa diinyevi
beklentilere mi 6n sirada yer verdigi meselesi, aile kurumunda sekiilerlesmenin
yansimalarini gozlemleme agisindan bizlere katk: saglayacaktir.

Evlilige giden yolda atilacak adimlardan biri stiphesiz ki es se¢imidir. Es
se¢me ve bir este olmasi gereken 6zellikler tilkeler aras: sosyokiiltiirel seviyeye gore
farklilagssa da cinsiyetlerden kaynaklanan bazi farkliliklarin ortak oldugu
bilinmektedir. Akkaya’ya gore, kadmnlarin erkeklerden beklentileri iyi bir finansal
durum, caliskanlik, iyi bir sosyal durum, kendinden yasca biiytikliiktiir. Buna karsin
erkekler kadinlardan ¢ogunlukla cinsel arzular ve {ireme agisindan saglikli olma gibi
beklentiler igerisindedir.#” Miilakatlar esnasinda kadin katihmcilarin egitim, kariyer,
maddi gii¢ erkeklerin ise fiziksel goriiniim, gorsellik gibi kavramlari 6n plana
cikardiklar: goriilmiistiir. G10'un “giizellik” kavramina, G2'nin ise “gili¢” kavramina
yaptig1 vurgu, aslinda ilk boliimde teorik ¢ercevede tartisilan, bu boliimde ise sahada
karsiligini aradigimiz husus olan es secim tercihlerinde diinyevi bazi onciillerin dini
motivasyona oncelendigi gergegi ile Ortiisiiyor goriinmektedir. G2'nin ifadelerinde
yer alan “... sahip oldugum seyleri devam ettirmem lazim, altina inersem mutsuz olurum.”
ifadesi, evliligin getirecegi manevi haz ve mutlulugun, maddi beklentilerin
saglanmasina bagli olarak gergeklesecegini ima ediyor goriinmektedir. Verilen
cevaplar arasindan evlilik tercihlerinde diinyevilesme egiliminin hakim olmasi
anlaminda bilincin sekiilerizasyonuna vurgu yapan ornekler asagida sunulmustur:

%80 diinyevi tercihler yapiyoruz. Bu orani ¢ok net sdylityorum. Boy, pos, giizellik,
kariyer, egitim, bana tabi olur mu? Benim evdeki alanlarima hizmet eder mi? Mideme
hizmet eder mi? Cinselligime hizmet eder mi? Hazlarima ve aileme hizmet eder mi?
Benim kendimi gergeklestirme siirecimde yardim eder mi? Bu siirece katki saglar m1?
Entelektiiel zihinlerde de genelde bu var. (G3, Doktora, Akademisyen, K, 42).

# M. Ali Kirman & fhsan Capcioglu, Sekiilerlesme Klasik ve Cagdas Yaklagimlar (Ankara: Otto Yayinlari,
2015), 12.

44 Michale Dillon (ed.), Din Sosyolojisi EI Kitabt (Istanbul: Paradigma Yayinlari, 2014), 31.

45 Peter L Berger, Kutsal Semsiye: Dinin Sosyolojik Teorisinin Ana Unsurlari, gev. Ali Cogkun (Istanbul: Ragbet
Yayinlari, 2015), 197.

46 Ali Coskun, Sevgi Sosyolojisi (Istanbul: Ragbet Yayinlari, 2012), 110-111.

4 Nursen Adak (ed.), Es se¢imi ve Evlilik (Degisen Toplumda Degisen Aile), (Ankara: Siyasal Kitabevi, 2016),
155.
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Bu olayda tamamiyla giin gectikce sekiilerlesmeye giden bir siire¢ oldugunu
diistiniiyorum ve bu makas giin gectikce daha ¢ok agiliyor. Yapilan birlikteliklerde,
dini vecibelerin gerektirdigi nedir? Aile kurmak, yuva kurmak... Tamam, giizel, hos.
Ama madem dini vecibeler yerine getiriliyorsa diinyevi seylerin de yapilmamasi
lazim. Nedir yani? Bir diigiiniin yapilma maliyeti nedir? Bu ¢ok esnek. Esya aliniyor
mesela... Bir arkadasimdan duymustum. Nisanlanma déneminde ayrildi. Kiz evi
biitiin esyalar1 Bosch marka istemis. Sart koymus Bosch olacak diye. Buna bundan
daha iyi bir 6rnek verilemez herhalde. Bu diinyeviligin en kral versiyonudur. (G8,
Doktora, Akademisyen, E, 30).

1950'1i yillardan itibaren artarak devam eden kentlilesme stireci, dindarligin
cehresinde de birtakim degisimleri beraberinde getirmistir. Sanayilesme;
akilcilasma, sehirlesme ve sekiilerlesmeyi besleyen makro siirecler olarak daha ¢ok
karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bu durum geleneksel dini kiiltiirde ¢oziilme ve farklilasmay1
da beraberinde getirmistir. Tiirk toplumunda sekiilerizm, toplumsal siireclerde
meydana gelen ¢oziilme ve farklilasma siirecini ifade etmektedir. Aydinalp’e gore
“geleneksel toplumda din “0zne” konumundayken, modern toplumlarda “nesne”,
postmodern toplumlarda ise “meta” haline “gelmis, bu durum “geleneksel donemde ayet
anlamdi, modern dénemde slogana doniistii, post modern donemde ise reklam olma yolunda”
seklinde ifade edilmistir.## Capcioglu ise Islam diinyasinda sekiilerlesmenin daha
¢ok dini hayattaki degisme, bireyin dindarlik, biling ve dini deger diinyasinda ayrica
kamusal alandaki goriiniirliigiiniin degismesi cercevesinde ele alindigimi ifade
etmektedir. Ona gore Tiirk toplumunun sekiilerlesme egilimleri séz konusu
oldugunda kimi zaman geleneksel degerler yerini sekiiler degerlere birakmakta,
kimi zaman ise tam tersi bir durum s6z konusu olmakta, bu nedenle modern-
muhafazakar seklinde melez bir desenin varhigmdan soz edilebilmektedir.#® Bu
durum katilimcilarin “Gegenlerde bir seyde izlemistim. Normalde Kuran’t Kerim indi, ama
biz Kurant Kerimi aldik duvara astik. Ne zaman ki Kuran’t Kerim’i duvardan alir
kalplerimize indirebilirsek, o zaman normal kabul ettiimiz seylerin hepsi gerceklesir.”
ifadelerinde de karsilik bulmustur. Evlilik kurumu s6z konusu oldugunda da siirecin
sekiiler egilimlerin hakim oldugu bir duruma evrildigi yoniindeki saha bulgular
literatiirde bahsedilen durumla Ortiismektedir. Genel olarak gegmisle
kiyaslandiginda evlilikte “bir oda evim olsun ama mutlulugum olsun” anlayist yerini
“3+1 ev, su marka salon takimi, su kadar altin” gibi bir anlayisa birakmuistir.
Muhafazakarlarin ihtiyag yerine israf ve litks anlayisma hizmet eden
motivasyonlarla hareket etmeleri, goriismeler esnasinda siklikla vurgulanmustir. Bir
katilmai bu durumu su sozlerle ifade etmektedir:

Simdi ben biraz sert konusurum. Cok net sdyleyeyim Istanbul’da dindar diye birisi
yok. Krali gelsin anlatirim... Nasil dindarsin? Cebinde zaten bir kart varsa... Bir
diigiine gittim; 170 milyar harcamis diigiine, ben diinyay1 gezerim o paraya, esimle

48 Halil Aydmalp, ‘Ozerk Diinyevilesmeler’ Ekseninde Din ve Diinyevilesme (Istanbul: Camlica Yayinlari,
2018), 210-211.
49 fhsan Capcioglu, “Sekiilerlegsen Toplumda Bireysellesen Aile”, Turkish Studies 13/2 (2018), 24.



[lahiyat Akademi Dergisi 279

biitiin diinyay1 ¢ok rahat gezerim o kadar net sdylityorum. Iber Ortayl diyor ki
“evlenip mobilya diikkani gezeceginize evlenip esinizle diinyay:1 gezin”. Adam
aslinda diyor ki agin goziiniizii, diinyay1 bir goriin, kafanizi kumdan ¢ikartin. (G10,
Lisans, Sanatci, E, 34).

Literatiirde kent hayati bireylerin davramis kaliplarinda kente 0&zgii
degisimlerin incelendigi ve toplumsal doniisiimlerin meydana geldigi bir yap1 olarak
ele alinmaktadir. Kent hayat1 tizerine “Bir Yasam Bicimi Olarak Kentlilesme” adli
calismast ile {inlenen L. Wirth’e gore kent hayat1 “insani dogasimdan uzaklastiran bir
mekan”dir. Ona gore kentsel yasam bigimi, yiiz ylize iligkilerin yerini dolayl
iligkilerin aldig1, akrabalik baglarimin ve ailenin 6neminin azaldigl, komsulugun
kaybolmaya basladig1 bir yapidir. Benzer sekilde Simmel de kente 6zgii uzmanlasma
olgusunun insan iligkileri {izerindeki etkisine odaklanmaktadir. Ona gore kent insan1
kalbinden ziyade duygulariyla hareket eden, akilci, hesapgi, dakik bireylerdir.5
Evlilik tercihleri s6z konusu oldugunda kentin bireylerin zihin diinyalarim
sekillendirmesi bu baglamda diisiiniilebilir.

Sonug

Bu calisma, genglerde evlilik yasiin uzamasinin ardindaki sosyokiiltiirel ve
dini etmenlerin neler olduguna odaklanmis, modernlesme parametreleri ile evliligin
geciktirilmesi arasindaki iliskiyi niteliksel arastirma yontemi ile incelemeyi
hedeflemistir. Aile, evlilik, genglik, din, kentlesme, sekiilerlesme gibi kavramlar
tizerinden yapilan literatiir incelemesinden hareketle saha bulgular1 birlikte
degerlendirilmeye caligilmistir. TUIK in diizenli araliklarla yapmis oldugu Tiirk Aile
Yapis1 Aragtirmalari’nin sonuglar istatistiki anlamda, Tiirkiye’de genglerde evlilik
yasinin siirekli bir bicimde artma egiliminde oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Modern
diinya kendi anlam ve deger sistemi ile geleneksele ait olan anlam ve zihin diinyasini
tahrip etmistir. Aile kurumu ve evlilik miiessesesi, bu tahribati
gozlemleyebilecegimiz somut alanlardan biridir. Evlilik yapr ve anlam olarak
giiniimiizde bir gesit bagkalagima ugramistir. Toplumda evlili§e olan ihtiyacin
azalmasi, evlilik yasinin giderek uzamasi sonucunu da beraberinde getirmistir. Dinin
ve dindarligin siireg icerisinde gecirdigi degisim ve doniisiimler de bu iki meseleyi
birbiri ile baglantili olarak ele alma ihtiyacini dogurmustur. Bu durum elbette ki
modernlesmenin kendi dinamiklerinden bagimsiz olarak degerlendirilemeyecegini
ortaya koymaktadir.

Yapilan alan arastirmasinda modern diisiince ile 6n plana ¢ikan kentlesme,
bireysellesme, sekiilerlesme gibi siireclerin genglerin aile, evlilik ve din konusundaki
alg1 ve diistincelerinin degismesine yol agtig1 belirlenmistir. Bu diistinceye paralel
sekilde katilimailar gliniimiizde evliligin dini motivasyondan ziyade diinyevi istek
ve beklentilere gore sekillendigini ifade etmektedir. Bir katiimcinin goriisii bu

50 Celaleddin Celik, Geleneksel Sehir Dindarligindan Modern Kent Dindarligina, (Istanbul: Hikmetevi
Yayinlari, 2013), 50-53.
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durumu Ozetler niteliktedir: “Az esya ¢cok huzur” anlayis1 yerini “cok esya az huzur”
anlayisina birakmug, “nohut oda bakla sofa” giiniimiizde gegerliligini yitirmistir.
Ancak geng yaslarda istek ve beklentiler daha fazla ve cesitli iken, ilerleyen yasla
birlikte beklentiler daha asagilara ¢ekilmektedir. Yine de goriismeciler tarafindan
aile ve evlilik miiesseselerinin dnemi vurgulanmis, bu kurumlar “sicak yuva”,

“giiven”, “yol arkadaslig1”, “sigmabilecegin bir liman” kavramlari cercevesinde
degerlendirilmistir.

Kent hayat1 ve metropol yasaminin gengler {izerinde daha farkl bir biling hali
yarattigi, kentin heterojen ortaminin kendi sartlarin1 dogurdugu ve bireyleri bu
imkanlar dogrultusunda hareket etmeye sevk ettigi tespit edilmistir. Kentte
gerceklesen hizli sosyal akis, 6zglirliik ve bireysellesmeye olanak taniyan sosyal
baglam, tek yasamanin ve yalnizca kendinden sorumlu olmanmn sundugu konfor,
gengleri evlilik konusunda gekinceli davranmaya sevk etmektedir. “Evlilik yapilacak
tek seymis gibi gelmiyor bana”, “Kentte yasayinca sadece evlilik odakli bakmiyorsun
hayata” gibi ifadeler, kentte her an yeni bir imge ve sanal gerceklik bombardimanina
maruz kalan bireylerin zihin ve eylem diinyalar: iizerinde kentin ne derece etkide
bulundugunu gostermesi bakimindan 6nemli degerlendirmelerdir. Ozellikle
ozgiirliik fikrinin evliligi ertelemedeki pay1 miilakatlar sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan ve
onemle {iizerinde durulmas: gereken bulgulardan biridir. Giiniimiiz modern
toplumunda bireye sonsuz bir 6zgiirliik anlays: telakki edilmekte ve mutlu olmanin
yolunun 6zgiir olmaktan gectigi anlayisi hem sekiiler hem de muhafazakar kesimleri
etkisi altma almaktadir. Gengler, iyi bir is, iyi bir egitim, iyi bir kariyer, diinyay1
gezme, yeni ufuklara yelken agma gibi hedefler sonrasinda evlilik planlarini
sekillendirmektedir. Katilimcilarin biiyiik bir ¢ogunlugunda yalniz yasamanin
konforuna alisildigindan evliligin ertelendigini gézlemlemek miimkiindyir.

Dikkat cekici bir diger husus, dindarligin kapsamu ile ilgilidir. Dindarhigin
yalnizca kitabi ve sekilsel boyutta anlasilimasmin yanlis oldugunu ifade eden
katilimcilar, es olarak sececekleri kimsenin ibadetlerini yerine getiriyor olmasinin her
sey demek olmadigini, dindarligin temsil boyutuyla 6n plana ¢ikmas: gerektigini
ifade etmislerdir. Bu anlamda dindarhk kavraminin din sosyologlar1 tarafindan
gliniimiizde tekrar konusulmasi gerekmektedir. Giiniimiiz sartlarinda karsiligini
bulabilecek yeni dindarlik tipolojilerine, yeni dindarlik kavramsallastirmalarina
ihtiyacitmiz vardir. Egitim seviyesi ve kentli olma pratigi arttikca, yas ilerledikge
evlilik tercihlerinin bu denli degismesi, dindarligin yeni baglamlarda diistiniilmesi
gerektigi gercegine isaret etmektedir.

Sonug olarak, dindarlig1 sosyolojik bir unsur olarak kabul ettigimizde farkl
toplum katmanlarinda karsimiza ¢ikan dini tecriibeleri anlamak, aciklamak ve diger
dini tecriibelerden ayirt etmek miimkiin olmaktadir. Kisinin yasam tarzina, sosyal
cevresine, kiiltiirel ve entelektiiel gelisimine bagli olarak dindarlik anlayislarinda
tutum farklhiliklar1 gozlemlenebilmektedir. Dinin toplumsal anlamda kurumlar
diizeyindeki temsil giicliniin azalmasi sekiilerlesme tartismalar1 baglaminda
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degerlendirilebilecek bir durumdur. Aile kurumu ve evlilik miiessesesi agisindan
diisiindiigiimiizde “muhafazakar, kentli, egitimli” bireyler arasinda evliligi
ertelemenin bir “trend” haline geldigi ve biling diizeyinde sekiiler temayiillerin
hakim olmaya basladig: ifade edilebilir.
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A Study on the Advanced Marriage Age Among
Youngsters from the Perspective of Religious Sociology”

Vildan DINDAR*

Abstract

Being sociolog requires a different perspective and a different examination from the
ordinary people. In a period in which post-modernization replaced modernization, the world
is increasingly shrinking due to the effect of the globalization, the cities turn gradually into
metropol ones and standard of living is gradually rising, the transformation of piety and
family needs to be carefully observed. The primary objective of this study is to examine the
main reasons of raising of marriage age among youth both sociologically and theologically.
Moreover, this research was shaped by the assumption that the raising of marriage age was
affected by the process of urbanization, rationalization, invidualism, and secularization.
Furthermore, the qualitative method was used in the relevant study which adopted the
phenomenological approach. It consists of a theorical and an applied section. In the theorical
section, it was discussed the concepts of family and marriage, the marriage age, and the main
reasons of raising of the marriage age. In the applied section, it was interviewed with 15 people
who defined themselves as conservatists and were university graduate, regarding how they
approached to marriage and family and the main reasons of why they delayed their marriage.
In addition to these, their relationship with the city, their marriage preferences in the context
of urbanity level, and their religious life was evaluated.

Keywords: Sociology of Religion, Youth, Marriage, Religion, Secularization.

Genclerde Evlilik Yasinin Uzamasi Uzerine Din
Sosyolojisi A¢isindan Bir Arastirma

Oz

Sosyolog olmak, herkesin bildigi yahut bildigini sandig1 konulara farkl: bir bakis agisi
ile bakmayr ve olani oldugu gibi incelemeyi gerektirir. Modernlesmenin yerini
postmodernlesmeye biraktigi, kiiresellesmenin etkisiyle diinyanin giderek kiiciildiigi,
kentlerin biiyiiyerek metropol halini aldigi, yasam standartlarinin giderek yiikseldigi bir
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dénemde gengligin, dindarhgin ve ailenin gecirdigi doniistim dikkatle diisiinmeyi
gerektirmektedir. Bu ¢alisma genglerde evlilik yasinin uzamasinin nedenlerini hem dini hem
de sosyolojik bir perspektifle inceleme amaci tasimaktadir. Arastirma; kentlesme,
rasyonellesme, bireysellesme ve sekiilerlesme siireglerinin evlilik yasinin 6telenmesinde etkili
oldugunu 6ne siirmektedir. Fenomenolojik yaklasimin benimsendigi s6z konusu arastirmada
nitel arastirma yontemi kullanilmistir. Calisma, teorik ve uygulamali olmak tizere iki
boliimden olusmaktadir. Teorik kisimda, aile ve evlilik kavramlari, genglik ve evlilik yasi,
evlilik yasmmin uzamasinda etkili oldugu diisliniilen siiregler ele alimip tartisilmistir.
Uygulamali kisimda ise, yiiksekogrenim gormiis, kentli, kendini muhafazakar olarak
tanimlayan 15 kisi ile miilakat yapilarak, aile ve evliligi nasil degerlendirdikleri, evliligi
geciktirmelerinde yahut evlilik kararimi ge¢ vermelerinde etkili olan faktorlerin neler oldugu
saha ¢alismasi yoluyla ¢oziimlenmeye ¢alisilmistir. Kent ile kurduklar: iliskiler ve kentlilik
diizeyi baglaminda evlilik tercihleri, dini algilar1 ve dindarlik pratiklerine iliskin
degerlendirmeler yapilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Din Sosyolojisi, Genglik, Evlilik, Din, Sekiilerlegme.

Summary

This study aims to investigate the main reasons of why the marriage of youth
increased in terms of both a religious and sociological perspectives. There are many
research which is related to family and religion in the perspective of social change.
However, there is no other study which focused on our subject. According to this
study, moderity, urbanization, individualizm and secularization accelerated the
social change and these changes affect the approaches of youth towards the religion
and marriage. This main hypothesis consists of the questions such as ‘how urban life
affected youth’, “‘what is the relationship between the long education life and the
marriage age’, "how the developments and transformation of in religious life affected
the youth’s marriage’, ‘how individualism and secularization affected the marriage’.
This study aims to help to the researchers whose main target is to understand youth.

Because it is not possible to examine every aspect of a social change, this study
is limited to a particular frame and sample group. The sample group’s age is above
the average marriage age (according to TUIK). So it was utilized from qualitative
method. This study consists of two parts. Moreover, semi-scructured interview and
the documents were used. In the first part, there is literature review regarding family,
youth, marriage, religion, education, modernization and so on. The questions in the
interviews were determined with reference to the literature review. In the applied
research section, there is interview section. This sample was composed of those who
are citizen, educated and single males and females who are above marrige age
average. The main reason of why interviewees who are above 30 were assumed as
youth is due to the existing society’s approach. However, youthfulness is accepted
as passing from childhood to adulthood in the West. This period increasingly
ambiguates the limits of youthfulness due to the modernization, urbanization and
industrialization.
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Modernity has changed every aspect of our life. One of these is the
phenomenon of marriage. The understanding of prosperious and comfortable life
may be lead to the long educational life, giving priority to the carrier and status and
delaying marriage for the sake of these priorities. According to the data of TUIK
(Turkey Statistical Institute) the marriage age in both males and females increased.
There are many reasons of this situation such as social, economic, cultural and many
different reasons. Although the marriage age rised in every group society, this study
is limited to those who defined themselves as conservatist and religious. It is because
of the main themes are religiosity, religion and change. Therefore, another criterion
in choosing the interviewees is conservatism and religiosity. They were asked open
ended questions. In case of where interviewees did not answer, alternative questions
were asked in order to examine deeply.

As a result of the interviews, those who attended to the study exhibited
positive approaches. That is, they emphasized the importance of the concept of
family and marriage. Because many aspect of life have changed during the modern
period, social adulthood process prominently increased. Furthermore, the
participants evaluated the ideal marriage age in the context of the ageing. According
to the applied research, even though they are biologically eligible for marriage, they
do not want to marry without reaching to the particular social and economic level.
In addition to this, the atmosphere of urban life plays an important role in delaying
the marriage. Other reasons for the increasing of the marriage are rapid social life,
social athmosphere enables indiviualism, the attractiviness of living alone. The
heterogenic structure of cities led to the secularization of youths. The more education
and urbanity level rises, the more the marriage age increases.

Ozet

Bu calisma gengclerde evlilik yasinin uzamasinin nedenlerini hem dini hem de
sosyolojik bir perspektifle inceleme amact tasimaktadir. Sosyal degisme
perspektifinde aile ve din konusunu ele alan pek ¢ok arastirma mevcuttur. Ancak
evlilik yasinin artisin1 sosyolojik ve dini bir perspektifle ele alan bir ¢alismaya
rastlanmamis olmasi, arastirmanin yapilmasimi gerekli kilmistir. Arastirma,
modernite, kentlesme, bireysellesme ve sekiilerlesmenin toplumsal degismenin
hizini ve yoniinii arttirdigi, bu degisimlerin genglerin aile, evlilik ve din
konusundaki diisiincelerini etkiledigi hipotezinden hareketle gerceklestirilmistir. Bu
temel hipotez daha sonra, “kent hayati ve metropol yasaminin genglerin eylem ve

L/

zihin diinyalarmi nasil etkiledigi”, “egitim siirecinin uzamasi ile evlilik yaginin artis:
arasinda nasil bir iligki oldugu”, “giintimiizde dini hayatta meydana gelen degisim
ve doniisiimlerin muhafazakar genglerin evlilik ve es secim tercihlerini nasil
sekillendirdigi”, “bireysellesme, diinyevilesme ve Ozgiirlesme fikirlerinin evlilik
yasinin artisin1 hangi sekillerde etkiledigi” gibi sorular ¢er¢evesinde alt hipotezlere
ayrilmistir. Arastirma, toplumsal degisimde aktif bir rol {istlenen, degisimin hem
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0znesi hem de nesnesi olan gengligi anlamay1 kendine amag edinen arastirmacilara
151k tutmay1 amaglamaktadir.

Bilimsel bir calismada ayn1 anda toplumsal degismenin her alanini incelemek
miimkiin olmadigindan calisma belli bir ¢erceve ve belli bir 6rneklem grubu ile
sinirlandirilmistir. Bu agidan TUTK'in yapmis oldugu Tiirk Aile Yapist Aragtirmasi
istatistiki verilerine gore ortalama evlilik yasmnin iizerinde kalan bekar kisilerle
calismanin yapilmasi planlanmistir. Secili 6rnekleme ulasmanin giigliigii ve evliligin
geciktirilmesinde etkili olan durumlarin analiz edilmek istenmesi nitel metodun
kullanilmasini gerekli kilmistir. Calisma nitel bir arastirma olup iki boliimden
olusmaktadir. Calismada veri toplama maksadiyla yar1 yapilandirilmis goriisme
teknigi ve belgelerin incelenmesinden yararlanilmistir. Birinci boliimde aile, genglik,
evlilik, din, egitim, modernlesme, sekiilerlesme gibi temalar dahilinde mevcut
literatiir taranmistir. Literatlir taramasindan hareketle miilakatlar esnasinda
aragtirmaciya yol gosterecek olan temalar belirlenmis ve sorular bu temalardan
hareketle olusturulmustur. Uygulamali arastirma boliimiinde ise amaca yonelik
belirlenen 6rneklem grubu ile miilakat ¢calismasi yapilmistir. Bu 6rneklem grubu, ana
ve alt temalara uygun olarak secilen, TUIK 2001-2018 yili kadin ve erkek ortalama
evlenme yas: istatistiklerine gore, ortalama evlilik yasinin iizerinde olan bekar,
kentli, egitimli kisilerden olusmaktadir. “Evliligi geciktirmis kisi kimdir?”
sorusundan hareketle evlilik yasi istatistiklerine dayanarak ortalama evlilik yasinin
tizerinde kalan kisiler evliligi geciktirmis kisiler olarak diistiniilmiistiir.
Gorligmecilerin  “genclik” kategorisi altinda degerlendirilmesi ise giinlimiizde
gengligin 30'lu yaslar1 asmis olmas: sebebiyledir. Genglik, bir toplumda toplumsal
degisme ve gelismenin yonii, seyri ve niteligini yansitmasi bakimindan 6nemli bir
kategoridir. Genglik donemi Batili arastirmacilar tarafindan ¢ocukluktan yetiskinlige
gecis donemi seklinde kabul edilmektedir. Bu dénem, giiniimiizde modernitenin,
kentlesmenin ve sanayilesmenin de etkisiyle daha genis bir siirece yayilmigs ve hangi
yas gruplarina karsilik geldigi noktasindaki sinir giderek muglaklagmistir.

Modernite, giiniimiizde her alanda degisim ve doniisiimler meydana
getirmistir. Bu alanlardan biri de evlilik kurumudur. Konforlu ve miireffeh bir yasam
telakkisi, genglerin daha uzun yillar egitim kurumlarinda gecirmelerine, kariyer ve
statii gibi kavramlara oncelik vererek evliligi daha ileriki yagslara ertelemelerine yol
acabilmektedir. TUIK tarafindan yapilan aragtirmalarin istatistiki sonuglari,
Tiirkiye’de ortalama evlilik yasinin tarihsel siirecte hem kadinlar hem de erkeklerde
onemli oranlarda artis gosterdigini ortaya koymaktadir. Stiphesiz ki evlilik yasinin
artis gostermesinin arka planinda dini, sosyal, ekonomik, kiiltiirel, pek ¢ok farkl
neden bulunmaktadir. Evlilik yasmin artis gostermesi durumu toplumun her
kesiminde etkili olmakla birlikte, calisma kendini muhafazakar-dindar olarak
nitelendiren toplum kesimi ile smirli tutulmugtur. Bu durumun nedeni ana
temalardan birinin “din, dindarlik, degisim” olmasidir. Bu nedenle goriismecilerin
secilmesinde bir diger kriter kendini “dindar” ya da “muhafazakar” olarak
tanimlayan kisiler olmus ve kadin ve erkek her iki cinsiyet grubu 6rnekleme dahil
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edilmigtir. Gorlismecilere, arastirmacinin bizzat kendisi tarafindan ana ve alt
temalara uygun olarak hazirlanan agik uglu sorular sorulmustur. Goriismecinin
sorulan sorular karsisinda fikri olmamasi ya da kisa cevaplar vermesi durumunda
alternatif acic1i sorular sorularak konu daha derinlikli olarak incelenmeye
calisilmistir.

Gortismeler neticesinde katilimcilarin aile ve evlilik kavramlarma pozitif bir
yaklagim sergiledikleri gozlemlenmistir. Son yiizyilda aile ve evlilik kurumu
degisime, kiiclilmeye ve bagskalasmaya maruz kalsa da goriismecilerin bu kurumlara
“yuva”, “gliven”, “huzur”, “sevgi bag1” gibi kavramlar cercevesinde vurgular
yapmalary, bu kurumlarin hala Onemini korudugunu gosterir niteliktedir.
Glintimiizde toplumsal yasamin giderek daha heterojen bir hal almasi, ¢ocukluk ve
yetiskinlik arasindaki siireci uzatmis, yasamin idame ettirilmesi i¢in gerekli olan
beceri ve sorumluluklarin iistlenildigi yas, diger bir ifadeyle sosyal yetiskinlik siireci
hissedilir bicimde artis gostermistir. Miilakatlar esnasinda katilimcilarin ideal evlilik
yasini  Ozellikle “olgunlasma” kavrami cercevesinde degerlendirdikleri
gozlemlenmistir. Sahadan gelen bulgular, genglerin giintimiizde biyolojik agidan
yetigkinlik diizeyine ulagilsa da sosyal ve ekonomik erginlik diizeyine ulasilmadan
evlilik karar1 almadiklarini ortaya koymaktadir. Kent hayat1 ve metropoliin getirdigi
Ozgiirliik ortaminin genglerin evliligi ertelemelerinde etkili oldugu tespit edilmistir.
Kentte gerceklesen hizli sosyal akis, bireysellesmeye olanak taniyan sosyal ortam,
yalmz yasamanin konforuna aligma gibi durumlar, genglerde evlilik yasmin
artmasina sebebiyet vermektedir. Heterojen yapisiyla karsimiza ¢ikan kentler,
bireylerin istek ve beklentilerinin diinyevilesmesine neden olmaktadir. Egitim
seviyesi ve kentli olma pratigi arttikca evlilik yas: da artis gostermektedir.

1. Concepts of Family and Marriage

Making a comprehensive definition of family is challenging since the concept
of family has been shaped in line with the social developments since the early ages
and displayed different characteristics in different societies. However, from a general
perspective, family can be explained as the social unit that maintains the continuation
of human race through biological relationships, that serves as the first step of
socialization, that is used as a place where the culture formed thus far is passed down
to following generations, and that has social as well as legal, biological and
psychological aspects.! Family has never lost its social importance no matter how
many changes it has been exposed to. Certain philosophers believed that the social
organizations emerging in parallel to industrialization and urbanization would
terminate the concept of family. Accordingly, the west has examined the revolution
of the institution of family in connection with the development of industrial
capitalism from the 19th century. According to certain philosophers such as Karl

1 Onal Sayin, Aile Sosyolojisi (Izmir: Ege Universitesi Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Yayinlari, 1990), 2.
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Marx and Friedrich Engels, the institution of family will eradicate itself after the
capitalist bourgeois society is abandoned and communist society form is adopted.?
Displaying doubtful approaches regarding the destiny of family in the capitalist
society, these philosophers question whether the bourgeois family has been totally
terminated, challenge the institution of family, and state that this institution has lost
its holy aspect during the modern era. Family has performed many functions
between the eras of archaic societies and post-modern societies, and it has transferred
its functions to other social institutions. The idea that family, which is accepted to
have common functions in all societies in the periods of industrialization,
urbanization and capitalization, has undergone a significant transformation and that
it lost its function of being the basic institution of the society is commonly discussed.3

Marriage is more concrete compared to the concept of family. “Family”
represents a group or organization, while “marriage” is the agreement between two
people to share a common life and maintain the lineage. Malinowski reflected the
difference between these two concepts as follows: “Family is a group or organization,
while marriage is an agreement made to have and raise a child.”* As a general definition,
marriage can be explained as an institution of personal, psychological and social
satisfaction people prefer to overcome the problems they encounter in their lives due
to their natal weakness, to share the burden of life with somebody else, to feel safer
for the future, and to act in a protecting and cooperating manner.

Family has a holy mission for the religions of Judaism, Christianity and
Islam. For instance, Judaism considers staying single as a great sin, while Christianity
highlights the importance and holy aspect of marriage that forms family and
considers the married couples as a single body.> Marriage is promoted through
different verses and hadiths in Islam, and Quran reflects that family is the place of
love and peace with the following verse: “And of His signs is that He created for you
from yourselves mates that you may find tranquility in them; and He placed between you
affection and mercy. Indeed in that are signs for people who give thought.”® Meeting the
need for establishing a relationship with the other gender after a certain age,
receiving social acceptance toward such a relationship, and establishing this
relationship on a legit ground becomes a reality with marriage. Accordingly, Islam
encourages young people to marry and guarantees the legitimacy of a sexual
relationship between two genders through the agreement of marriage.

2 Mustafa Erkal, Sosyoloji (Istanbul: Filiz Kitabevi, 1987), 77-78.

3 Ferhunde Ozbay, Diinden Bugiine Aile, Kent ve Niifus (Istanbul: fletisim Yayinlari, 2005), 32.

4 Birsen Gokge, “Evlilik Kurumuna Sosyolojik Bir Yaklagim”, ed. Beylii Dikegligil - Ahmet Cigdem, Aile
Yazilar1 4 (Ankara: T.C. Bagbakanlik Aile Arastirma Kurumu Bagkanlig1 Yayinlari, 1991), 386.

5 Fikret Karaman, Din ve Sosyal Hayat (Ankara: Diyanet Isleri Bagkanlhig1 Yayinlari, 2011), 167.
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2. Youth and Marriage Age

As youth has an active and dynamic structure, it represents a significant
category and period since it reflects the direction and content of social changes. Every
category contains a sub-category, with some of these sub-categories focusing on the
biological factors while defining the period youth by making periodical segregations.
Moreover, certain sub-categories approach to the topic from a historical perspective
on the axis of categorical segregations. As the product of modernity, urbanization
and industrial society, youth has covered a longer period than ever. The modern
industrial society is an adult-based society and therefore values the youth more and
stresses the importance of youngsters in terms of social changes.” Moreover, it is
emphasized that the period of youth increased on a global scale with the processes
of urbanization, industrialization and schooling. With the higher number of
youngsters who undergo master’s and doctoral education, the period of youth which
was accepted to be between 15 and 25 years now reaches 30s.8 Youth is the period
between childhood and adulthood. This period of transition means a biologically,
psychologically and socially challenging and complicated time when people explore
themselves, aim to prove their presence as an individual, and start to make efforts to
assign new meanings to life and world. This period is also a stage when young people
gain an identity and personality and have difficulties in terms of profession selection,
satisfaction of psychological needs, conflicts arising from idealism, and relationships
with the authority.?

Considering the changes and transformations experienced in the Turkish
families of the modern times, youngsters’ approach to the institution of marriage
necessitates a research. Accordingly, one of the points to be investigated is the
marriage age, indicating young people’s age when they get married for the first time.
Marriage age varies by society to society, and culture to culture, even showing
differences in different regions within the same society. The factors causing such a
change include urbanization, increased and common educational opportunities,
unemployment, and changed populational structure. Not only do these factors
transform the family structure, but they also play a primary role regarding the
foundation of families.

Being considered as a holy agreement in Islam, marriage is the essential part
of establishing a family. However, the Muslim family institution has been changing
in the current day. These changes can be ordered as the higher number of educated
and employed women, families becoming smaller, decreased number of arranged
marriages, and higher marriage age.'0 Studies on the history of family sociology

7 Demet Liikiislii, Tiirkiye'de Genglik Miti (Istanbul: fletisim Yayinlari, 2009), 19-20.

8 Fatma Odabas1, Genglerde Din ve Sivil Itaatsizlik (Istanbul: Ragbet Yaynlari, 2016), 27.

9 Aylin Gérgiin Baran, “Geng ve Genglik: Sosyolojik Bakis”, Genglik Aragtirmalar: Dergisi 1/1 (2013), 11.

10 Abdel Rahim Omran, Islam Kiiltiiriinde Aile Planlamas: (Ankara: Diyanet Isleri Baskanlig1 Yayinlari,
1997), 19-20.
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indicate that the institution of marriage has never been established in a challenging
manner as the period of industrialization and urbanization that became more visible
after the 18th century.!!

All societies have certain judgments regarding the youngest age range for
marriage. This judgment is generally accepted as reaching the period of sexual
maturity, and establishing a marriage before reaching this period is socially
disapproved. The marriages performed as a relatively young age is considered as
depriving people of their freedom, with various sanctions imposed upon these
marriages.

However, sexual maturity is not solely enough for performing marriage;
people are also expected to have reached a period of financial and social maturity.
The intention behind the concept of finance here is people’s ability to meet their own
needs without depending on others and to perform production both for the benefit
of themselves and the society. Furthermore, the intention behind the concept of social
here is the internalization of the social norms and rules and the ability to make one’s
own decisions and to take responsibility. However, as societies have a dynamic form
rather than being static, the social structure gains a complicated form and the limit
between childhood and adulthood becomes ambiguous. Modern youngsters are now
expected to be more educated and specialized. Having reached sexual maturity,
people cannot meet the necessary conditions from social and financial perspectives
in certain cases, which results in delayed and higher marriage age. Therefore,
marriage age differs in every society based on socio-cultural structure and traits, with
ups and downs at different periods even within the same society.!2

The institution of family, which is fed by the traditions, culture and Islam,
has undergone certain transformations with the impact of changes occurring on the
local and global scale. The marriage age has been increasing as a result of modernity,
and people are now not that interested in marriage with the increased rate of
divorcement; therefore, the number of marriages decreases. Changes in the religious
life as well as the transformations in the spiritual and ethical values affect the family
structure and cause psychological issues. 3

To assign meaning to the increased marriage age among the youngsters, the
statistical data should be considered in line with the sociological factors. Studies
indicate that the marriage age has been on the rise in Turkey. The mean first marriage
age in Turkey was 22.7 for females and 26 for males in 2001, and these rates rose to

11 Ziyaeddin Fahri Findikoglu, “Evlenmede Giigliik”, ed. Beylii Dikegligil - Ahmet Cigdem, Aile Yazilar: 4
(Ankara: T.C. Bagbakanlik Aile Arastirma Kurumu Baskanlig1 Yayinlari, 1991), 61.

12 Hiiseyin Bustan, Islam ve Aile Sosyolojisi, trans. Zafer Aydas (Istanbul: el-Mustafa Yaynlari, 2015), 21-
22.

13 Salih Aybey, “Aile ve Dini Rehberlik Biirolarina Gelen Sorular Isiginda Kadinlarin Bogsanma Nedenleri
(Ege Bolgesi Ornegi)", Pamukkale Universitesi [lahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi 2/4 (2015), 111-112.
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24.8 for females and 27.8 for males in 2018.1* The mean first marriage age in Istanbul
was 23.4 for females and 26.7 for males in 2001, and these rates rose to 26.1 for females
and 28.8 for males in 2018.% The mean marriage age in Turkey was 23.4 for females
and 27.6 for males in 2001, and these rates rose to 26.5 for females and 30.2 for males
in 2018.16 The mean marriage age in Istanbul was 24.3 for females and 28.3 for males
in 2001, and these rates rose to 27.6 for females and 30.9 for males in 2018.17

3. Advanced Marriage Age; City-Awareness-Profanation Relationship

Being derived from the Latin terms “modernus” and “modo”, the concept of
“modern” means “right now”, reflecting a change covering the social structure of
previous and current times.'® From a historical perspective, modernization covers a
series of historical developments from the 18th to the 20th century. In this period,
differentiations have occurred in many fields including institution, beliefs, traditions
and production relations. One of the grounds on which we will investigate the traits
of social changes in modern industrial societies is the institution of family.
Industrialization and urban life necessitated holistic changes in production forms as
well as social relationships, which positions the context of family to a different
ground. With the increased equality between genders and changed sexual roles,
relationships between both genders gain a meaning as long as they are established
under capitalist conditions, and spouses become “partners” while gaining a
subjective form and developing a familial image in line with the ideals of
modernity."®

Religion serves as a motivational source for social behaviors as it brings certain
rules for social attitudes and organizes the daily life experiences. Accordingly,
religion will be a key referential point for people in terms of assigning a meaning to
life, overcoming the problems of daily life, protecting the self, and legalizing the
participation in social life.20 However, religion and religiousness cannot be assessed
separately from ideologies, modern ideological imaginations, and modernization
and post-modernization parameters. Personality traits and relevant conditions are
important in terms of changing religion-related beliefs, attitudes, behaviors and
shaping religious orientations as well as religiousness manifestations. The forms of
religious reflection on the society change with the impact of economic, political and

14 Tiirkiye Istatistik Kurumu (TUIK), ““Evlenme Istatistikleri”” (Date Accessed: 07 August 2018).

15 TUIK, ““Evlenme Istatistikleri”.

16 TUIK, ““Evlenme Istatistikleri”.

17 TUIK, ““Evlenme Istatistikleri”’.

18 Sezgin Kizilgelik - Yasar Erjem, Agiklamali Sosyoloji Terimler Sozliigii (Ankara: Atilla Kitabevi, 1994), 299.
19 Kadir Canatan & Ergiin Yildirim (Ed.), “Toplumsal Degisme Siirecinde Aile”, Aile Sosyolojisi (Istanbul:
Acilim Kitap, 2016), 124.

20 Ergiin Yildirim, Degisen Din Anlayisinin Sosyolojisi (Istanbul, Bilge Yayinlari, 1999), 30.
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other factors.2! Accordingly, having a central position in human life during the
traditional period, religion has lost its central traits during the modern day and
resulted in transformations in people’s relationships with the holy concepts and
subjects. The current and future position of religion has caused secularization
discussions. The concept of secularization is used by the sociologists to explain the
lost impact of religious authority on social processes, institutions and services, as well
as the process where the religious purposes have been replaced by the mortal
purposes and desires. According to Ertit, secularization is the “reduced social prestige
of religion, religious structures, superstitions, and public beliefs as well as the impactful
power of religion on the society”.22

The public spaces where the secular and religious middle classes coexist
sometimes change the lifestyle and habits of the religious middle class and cause
these classes to engage in certain cases. Spaces shape and necessitate the re-definition
of religious habits and religiousness criteria belonging to a certain religious middle
class. Therefore, it is safe to state that different aspects and criteria of class-based
religiousness are encountered often in the urban life.23 The concept of space, which
can be considered as a physical environment at first, requires a meticulous
examination as people perform their actions in a certain period and on a certain
ground within a space. The presence of a spatial formation is a must to mention the
existence of people and society. Accordingly, it is safe to state that people are born in
spaces and even gain spatial forms. Spaces influence people’s orientations, and they
provide a field of identity, value and reference to people. Giving tips regarding
people’s position and status, spaces serve as a main analysis parameter in terms of
understanding and explaining people’s actions.2* The following statement by Berger
and Luckmann reminds that the social reality cannot be examined independently
from the people’s awareness: “Despite the objectivity that reflects the social world in
people’s experiences, this social world does not gain an ontological status separate from the
activities of the people having a creator role in this regard.”2% The concept of city which
cannot be reviewed independently from the ontological reality of its dwellers has a
rational and individualist soul and therefore it may be effective in shaping the social
behavior and people’s attitudes and behaviors.

Urbanization has developed significantly on the global scale particularly after
1950s. It is understood that this change will increase in size and continue in the
following years. Metropolitan life has resulted in significant changes playing a role
in many institutions ranging from family to education, or economy to culture. The

21 Ahmet Onay, Dindarlik, Etkilesim ve Degisim (Istanbul, Dem Yayinlari, 2004), 20.

22 Volkan Ertit, Sekiilerlesme (Ankara: Liberte Yayinlari, 2014), 59.

23 Abdullah Ozbolat, Kapitalizme Eklemlenme, Dindar Orta Simfta Tiiketim Kiiltiirii (Adana: Karahan
Kitabevi, 2015), 204.

24 Koksal Alver, Siteril Hayatlar (Ankara: Hece Yayinlari, 2010), 11-19.

25 Roger Trigg, Sosyal Bilimleri Anlamak, trans. Beyza Stimer - Filiz Ulgiit (Istanbul: Babil Yaynlari, 2005),
68.
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metropolitan and urban life where the monetary economy can be directly felt has
transformed the human relationships and cultures codes rapidly.26 A city is a
structure that includes not only a physical but also an ethical organization. The urban
basis with no bounds and simplicity arises from the nature of people who are actually
a reflection of the city themselves. Although the city has been developed in parallel
to the needs of urban dwellers, it still dictates itself as a rational and external reality
and aims to shape the city based on its targets and interests.2”

With his assessments on the modernity and impact of modern that transforms
the urban life and people, Simmel focuses on the question “how does personality adapt
itself to the external powers?” and assigning the cultural formation dynamics to the
basis of modern social analysis. According to Simmel, the 19th century required
more freedom and specialization from people, which resulted in the opposition
between the rural and urban sides because the rhythm of life is slower, more familiar
and organized in the rural area, while it is more complicated, faster and spiritually
controversial in the metropolitan area. Simmel states that the metropolitan areas
demand a different form of awareness from people and notes that people of the urban
life act with their intelligence, now with their emotions. Accordingly, human
relationships are more superficial and secondary in the metropolitan area where the
monetary economy is more significant. As metropolises are the places where people
with different interests coexist, people experience their relationships in an extremely
complicated structure in these locations. As the qualitative values are prioritized over
the qualitative values here, urban people act with numbers and as those who are
accountable, punctual, able to manage the time well, disciplined and rational.?®
Accordingly, a city is a place that directs the intelligent world of people, that shapes
people’s personality and actions, and that exists in every part of the social life. M.
Hauser makes the following statement in this regard: “In addition to the change of
physical culture and new shapes assigned to the economic organization, the inevitable effects
of urbanization on culture, social order, changes in the intelligent and emotional structure of
people, and even people’s behavioral patterns”2? Emergence of cities as social change
phenomenon has been effective on the social roles and economic activities of people,
and this development has resulted in transformations in people’s religious
perceptions.30

Modernism and metropolitan life has deeply changed the families in Turkey
and other countries. The migration from rural to urban areas following the Industrial
Revolution caused the transition from the agricultural to service sector, which

26 Ahmet Oktay, Metropol ve Imgelem (Istanbul: Is Bankas1 Kiiltiir Yaynlari, 2002), 9.

27 Robert E. Park - Ernest W. Burgess, Sehir: Kent Ortamindaki Insan Davramslarin Arastiridmas: Uzerine
Opmeriler, trans. Pinar Karababa Kayaligil (Ankara: Heretik Yaynlari, 2016), 40.

28 Georg Simmel, “Metropol ve Tinsel Hayat”, trans. Nazife Kalayci, Modern Kiiltiirde Catisma (Istanbul:
Iletisim Yayinlari, 2003), 85-92.

29 Gokge, “Evlilik Kurumuna Sosyolojik Bir Yaklagim”, ed. Beylii Dikegligil & Ahmet Cigdem, 397.

30 Mehmet Ozay, Sekiilerlesme ve Din (Istanbul: iz Yayinalik, 2007), 85.
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resulted in large populational concentrations in cities due to the class that used to
live by selling their physical efforts. The increased populational concentrations in
cities also caused a metropolitan form, which played a key role in the transformation
from traditional to nuclear family.3!" Accordingly, it is safe to state that the nuclear
family type is common in Turkey, which is in line with the urbanization trend, and
that a new urban family type has emerged. Urban families differ from the rural
families in every aspect. Urban families have high expectations from the future and
different desires and needs. This difference obligated the female participation to
working life and caused changes in family structure, and the traditional broad
families were replaced by the modern nuclear families. Ozkalp states that families
have become a unit of consumption, rather than production, in the industrial
societies, that the varying functions of small families reflect on the institution of
marriage, that marriage is now more individual, and that people are now given the
option to make their own decisions. Moreover, Ozkalp explains the reason for older
mean marriage age in metropolises as the obligation to study for long to have a
decent job.32 The fact that metropolises suppress the natural instincts of human
nature while creating their own living conditions should be remembered at this
point. People consciously or unconsciously participate in the morality dictated by the
urban life against the temptation of the modern urban life. Additionally, children
who are considered as the successors of the future and attributed a high value in the
modern metropolitan life, are a great responsibility for their parents. A father may
think that running a farm is more challenging than running a family in the city. These
may result in marriages occurring at older places or even not occurring at all.33

4. Objectives and Methods

Examining the sociocultural and religious factors for the advanced marriage
age among youngsters is the purpose of the present study. Based on the theoretical
frame, it should be noted that the field study is based on the urban and educated
people who are university graduates. While the urban life offers a specific lifestyle to
people, they consciously join the city and internalize the urban values. Being a city
dweller reflects the tips regarding people’s status, socio-economic position, religious
attitudes, behaviors and cultures. Accordingly, city can be regarded as a significant
analysis parameter in terms of understanding and explaining human actions. The
sub-purposes of this study include determining whether the periods such as
secularization, prolonged education, individualization and rationalization were
effective in the delayed marriage among youngsters. As modernity promotes a
lifestyle based on speed and pleasure, the motto of “a better life” obligates the

31 Firdevs Giimiisoglu, 21. Yiizyil Kargisinda Kent ve Insan (Istanbul: Baglam Yayinlari, 2001), 306.

32 Enver Ozkalp, Sosyolojiye Giris (Eskisehir: Anadolu Universitesi Egitim Saglik ve Bilimsel Aragtirma
Calismalar1 Vakfi Yayinlari, 1995), 116-121.

33 Park - Burgess, Sehir; Kent Ortamindaki Insan Davraniglarimin Arastirilmasi Uzerine Oneriler, 83.
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increase in the duration spent in educational institutions. Considering the fact that
the years spent during educational periods can be considered a significant factor in
prolonging marriage, efforts were made to make sure the people in the sample were
at least university graduates. This qualitative study was conducted between April
and July 2019. Social events display a heterogeneous appearance, and the emergence
of an event may be based on multiple factors. Accordingly, qualitative studies enable
more in-depth analyses than quantitative studies. As the purpose was to reveal the
potential reasons in the background of youngsters’ preference of delaying the
marriage, a phenomenological approach was adopted. Phenomenology is a
discipline that aims to explain the concepts, events, situations or experiences based
on the meanings.34 To collect data, semi-structured interview method and document
analyses were used. The current literature was scanned based on the themes of
family, marriage, youth, religion, city, education, status, modernization,
secularization and personalization. To statistically represent the increased marriage
age among the youngsters, the statistics in the Turkish Family Structure Research
conducted regularly by TUIK were utilized. Based on relevant evaluations, the
themes that will guide the researcher were determined, and the research questions
were formed accordingly. Three main themes were determined: “Concept of Family
and Marriage”, “Religion-Religiousness-Change”, “Advanced Marriage Age”. The
main themes were divided into sub-themes, and interview items were prepared to
access the information in these themes. In the stage of applied research, the purposive
sampling method was used. Interviews were conducted by the researcher. The data
obtained in the interviews were analyzed through discourse analysis.

4.1. Results and Discussion
4.1.1. Demographic Data

After deciding to use the sample suiting the purpose, the aim was to access the
age groups in line with the main and sub-themes considering the statistics of TUIK
in regard to the mean marriage age for females and males between 2001 and 2018. As
the latest relevant study dated 2018 during the period the study was conducted, the
mean first marriage age of the males in Turkey was found to be 27.8, while it was
24.8. These figures were accepted as the threshold, and contacting people over these
ages was the aim. The Table 1 regarding participants’ age, gender, occupation and
education is provided below:

Table 1: Demographic Data

Serial | Gender | Age Educational Occupation Place of Residence
No. Status
I1 Female 28 Doctoral Teacher City

34 M. Zeki Ilgar-Semra Coskun Ilgar, “Nitel Bir Arastirma Deseni Olarak Gémiilii Teori (Temellendirilmis
Kuram), "izU Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi 2/3 (2013), 201.
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12 Female 34 | Master’s Degree Psychologist City
I3 Female 42 Doctoral Academic City
14 Female 29 | Master’s Degree | Physiotherapist City
I5 Female 30 | Master’s Degree Civil servant City
Ie Female 28 Bachelor’s Lawyer City
Degree
17 Female 36 | Master’s Degree Teacher City
I8 Male 30 Doctoral Academic City
19 Male 34 Doctoral Academic City
I10 Male 30 Bachelor’s Artist City
Degree
I11 Male 34 | Master’s Degree Civil servant City
112 Male 34 Doctoral Civil servant City
113 Male 36 | Master’s Degree Computer City
Engineer
114 Male 31 Bachelor’s Foreign Trade City
Degree Specialist
I15 Male 46 Bachelor’s Civil servant City
Degree

4.2. Form of Approaching Marriage and Perception of Ideal Marriage Age

In the first section of the study aiming to examine the factors behind the
advanced marriage age, efforts were made to assess participants’ approach to the
concepts of family and marriage, and the study was initiated with the question of
what the concepts of family and marriage meant for them. Based on the results, the
following phrases were used to reflect the family: “a safe shelter”, “a warm home”,
“a field for self-realization”, “belonging”. Regarding the concept of marriage, the
following phrases caught attention: “an obligatory reaction”, “intersection between
two different universes”. It was observed that interviewees highlighted the known
definitions of family and marriage, and stressed the often-experienced

transformations and changes, functional traits, and new family types:

When the concept of family is mentioned, I think about where our roots are based on,
where we belong to, and where we should be committed to. Regarding the marriage,
coexistence of two different universes in a single intersection, and the efforts to push
two different worlds forward. I believe this is the definition of marriage. (I10,
Undergraduate, Artist, M, 30).

Family is the smallest social unit where people feel safe, act as themselves, and trust
in other people. Family is where you can be like who you are, where you can reveal
and realize yourself. Marriage, on the other hand, is the establishment of a
relationship with a person who reflects the same or similar traits with the other party
and who succeeds in getting along with that party... (I2, Postgraduate, Psychologists,
F, 34).
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Family is essential in a healthy society and the smallest building stone of the social
solidarity. Naturally, marriage is the obligatory reaction for the formation of this
stone. In terms of what marriage indicates, although the transformation and
deformation of the concept of family has been attacking my thoughts, family is still a
shelter for me where I can avoid the war in the external world. (I12, Doctorate, Civil
Servant, M, 34).

Family is an institution in which people are born and which has particular
meaning and importance for people. Definitions regarding this structure with which
people interact from birth to adulthood are not considered as independent from the
physical, psychological and economic relationships people establish with their
families, and even differences may be seen owing to the social conjuncture.
Considering the result that interviewees consisted of conservative, single, educated
and urban people, it was understood that the marital thoughts and imaginations did
not emerge independently from the reality of society. Certain participants stated that
marriage is an institution to be established after a certain age and stage and that they
were not that interested toward marriage as they were accustomed to the comfort of
living alone, which supports the aforenoted point:

Marriage is the name of the institution one establishes after a certain age. (I5, Civil
Servant, Postgraduate, F, 30)

Family and marriage seem quite relevant to me since I live alone and in a different
country due to my university education, but it is still something that I cannot clearly
and distinctively plan and foresee. (I8, Academic, Doctorate, M, 30).

After determining how the interviewees assessed the institution of family and
marriage, they were asked about the ideal marriage age and how they interpreted
early and delayed marriage was analyzed. Results from the field study indicated
significant figures in terms of the marriage age based on the gender factor and they
assessed the ideal age of marriage in accordance with the concept of “maturation”.

The ideal marriage age varies by person, but people make effort to live along upon
the perception of free life imposed over the world. The Ideal age is 28 years for me. I
think maturation takes place after 28. (I14, Undergraduate, Foreign Trade Specialist,
M, 31).

I think setting an ideal age is wrong. It is important for people to feel ready for the
responsibilities that will arise from marriage. If they feel ready at 25, then the ideal
marriage age is 25 for those people; if it is 30, then it is 30, and if it is 20, then it is 20.
I think the most important thing is: feeling ready and being able to take responsibility.
From my perspective, I believe I am a bit late. (I1, Doctorate, Teacher, F, 28).

A male person aged 35-40 years generally has no military or employment problems.
Immaturity of the youth is generally over during those years, and people happen to
have financial opportunities and life experiences. Owing to the age and life
experiences, people’s responsibility increase and they reach those ages with most of
the mortal pleasures already experienced by them. The old life pace and desires are
replaced by the emotions and plans of establishing a family and having a child. (I15,
Undergraduate, Civil Servant, M, 46).
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The reason marriage is believed to be associated with maturity is related to the
responsibility and feeling of readiness. The ideas age intervals mentioned for males
and females were reflected through periodical categorical segregations. Most of the
participants said the ages between 22 and 30 years are suitable for women, while this
range covered 25 and 35 years for men, and as the reason for this suitable age detail,
they noted that people start to look at the life from the perspective of logic rather
than emotions, and therefore their tolerance increases against the challenges at
advanced ages. Moreover, the marriages which are established before people
perceive themselves and their environments fully or without reaching the awareness
of being an individual will be a burden for both parties and a non-solid family for
the children to be born, which is another reason why the ages between 25 and 35
years are reflected as the ideal marriage age. Statements of the participants jointly
indicate that marrying at an earlier age provides an advantage in terms of having
parental roles at earlier ages and that marriages performed without parties becoming
mature increases the probability of divorcement. With the maturation between the
ages of 25 and 35, people’s distinctive and strict characteristics become milder.
Additionally, their capability of assuming a humble attitude develops and thus they
can achieve marital harmony better, as reflected by the interviewee:

Your chance of selecting the correct person may increase when you marry at an
advanced age. You can also define the world better as you can define your desires
better. You can choose the profile that is close to you among these probabilities.
Maybe you can easily undertake the domestic responsibilities as well as the liability
of being a human and marital responsibilities. (I3, Doctorate, Academic, F, 42).

The relevant literature indicates that reaching the sexual maturity is the main
criterion for the marriage age despite not being the only factor, and that people need
to have the financial capability of maintaining their marriages from social and
economic perspectives. Results of the field study show that modern youngsters do
not make the decision of marriage without achieving social and financial sufficiency
even if they achieve sexual maturity. Adulthood is the general name of the process
which can be defined as having a job and undertaking the responsibility of a family.
However, presenting the youth and adulthood periods with different numbers
indicates that there is a conceptual complexity in terms of the ages corresponding to
these periods.

4.3. Reasons for Older Mean Marriage Age in Metropolises

Older mean marriage age in metropolises can be assessed from the point that
these cities create their own living conditions. Cities are the places that contain
multiple social classes and come to the forefront with their heterogeneous structure.
Within this heterogeneity, people become obligated to re-define their identities. The
answer to be given to the question “Who am I?” varies in the cities, and therefore the
status of readiness to marriage is shaped according to that answer. The hypothesis
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that living in the city increases the marriage age is based on the spatial impact on the
attitudes and behaviors of people as noted above and the idea that spaces assign an
area of identity and reference to people. Therefore, participants who preferred and
experienced living in the city were asked the following question to understand how
the urban life affected delaying the marriage: “What are the reasons for older mean
marriage ages in metropolises?”

The fact that cities are the large, cosmopolitan and chaotic spaces that host
different sections of the society direct people to give obligatory reactions as
understood from the following statement by a participant. (I7, Postgraduate,
Teacher, F, 36): " People of the traditional or rural societies used to be born among the people
like them. The socio-economic level of the entire village was quite the same. Thus, they did not
look further in terms of finding a partner; they could find the man or woman they would
marry in their own village or neighboring villages. However, the situation is totally different
in the modern cities.” According to Simmel, modern society affects people with its
pace, pleasures and habits. People are exposed to so many stimulants in the daily life
that they become insensitive from a certain point. They become alienated to the
people around as much as their environment.35 In this case, they get into the social
flow of the cities and do not think about getting married; instead, they prefer more
introverted and personal lives, and they can delay marriage. The same participant
reflects the impact of the urban social flow and consumption culture on people’s
decision of marriage as follows: “There is a rapid social flow in the city, based on
continuous consumption. A lifestyle where you think you get happier as you consume is
dictated to you. Having multiple things often overshadows the reality that we need to have a
family. You get into the social flow and forget that you need to have a family.”

Another important topic arising from coexisting in the city is the daily life
that is different than the rural life. Living in the urban area is a reality of the modern
world, and modernity generates its own meaning of world. Therefore, the urban
priorities are different than those of the rural ones, and urban people do not primarily
focus on marriage. The possibilities presented by the city to people as well as the type
and variety of the socio-cultural opportunities, easy structure of socialization, and
environmental factors are among the indicators suggested as the reasons for delaying
marriage:

People living in metropolises are those who generally live individually. Those living
in smaller cities feel the pressure of their families on their lives. In metropolises,
people are away from their families and environments. They see their friends and
relatives do not often get married, and not getting married sounds ordinary to them.
Environmental factors are important. All of the people around me are single. But, I
realized in Cankir that all my peers are married. (I4, Postgraduate, Physiotherapist,
F, 29).

35 Melike Akbiyik, Sosyolojide Giindelik Hayat: Mekin ve Reklam (Istanbul University, Institute of Social
Sciences, Doctoral Thesis, 2018), 184-185.
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Everybody is minding their own business... Career and money is the priority. We
want marriage as it is sunnah. Other than that, marriage seems irrational. You get
into the family of a foreign person and undertake their problems. From that
perspective, marriage is irrational. As most modern people approach to marriage
from this perspective, they delay it as much as possible. My religious arguments
direct me to marriage, or else why should I marry? I can do most of the things that
marriage adds to me without getting married. (I6, Undergraduate, Lawyer, F, 28).

Becoming more visible in the metropolitan life in parallel to the increased
urbanization, individualization is another topic of discussion where we can observe
the transformation causing the advanced marriage age. The concepts of individual
and individuality are derived from the Latin concept of individius. Meaning
“undivided” or “indivisible”, these terms joined English from French and were first
used during early 17th century.36 The concept “me” that is used for numerous times
in the daily life constitutes the focal point of the social analyses and discussions from
the late 19th century. Accordingly, “me” or “selfhood” can be regarded as the main
problems of modern and postmodern culture.3” The following question was asked to
the interviewees to understand the impact of personality on delaying the idea of
marriage: “Does living in the city make you those who are more liberal, individual
and rational?” Results indicated that the efforts to realize the self as a liberal urban
dweller changed the perception of the institution of family. Some of the examples
from the participants who claimed that a broader freedom in the urban area is an
element supporting the individualism are as follows:

Urban life directs you to be more individualist and rational, even if you do not wish
so. No matter how much efforts you make to resist, you just get involved in the flow.
(I14, Undergraduate, Foreign Trade Specialist, M, 31).

Greater desires in having the culture of being an individual and having freedom as
well as weaker social ties, economic freedoms, career efforts and complexity of the
city restricting people’s living spaces play key roles. Furthermore, the age maturity
increases in the modern world, and staying away from traditions, which is more
distinctive for the cities even if it also reflects on the rural areas, changes the
perspective toward the concept of marriage. (112, Doctorate, Civil Servant, M, 34).

You do not look at the life solely from the perspective of the marriage when you live
in the city. People used to say “Do your military service, complete your higher
education, and marry right after your graduation.” There is also no limit in terms of
studying; you can undergo a doctorate program or associate professorship. But now
there are many things to do. There are social activities, associations, organizations, or
various opportunities. Thus, marriage does not look like the only action to be
performed. (I2, Postgraduate, Psychologist, F, 34).

36 Tan Watt, Modern Bireyciligin Mitleri, trans. Mehmet Dogan (Istanbul: Bogazici Universitesi Yayinlari,
2016), 159.

37 Nick Mansfield, Oznellik: Freud’dan Haraway’a Kendilik Kuramlari, trans. Hiisamettin Cetinkaya & Rahmi
Durmaz (Izmir: Aralik Yayinlari, 2006), 11.
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Internalization of the modernization period by the Turkish society included
challenges from many perspectives and covered a long period. The reason is that
Islam and capitalism are two different social systems based on ontological,
epistemological and ethical priorities and that integrating these two systems into the
Turkish society contain many conflicts, paradoxes and tensions. There are pure,
colorful and ironic combinations arising from the integration.3® Defining the
reflection of the transformation as “Islam’s new public faces”,39 Gole notes that the
religious Muslim identity that distinctively and culturally separates itself from the
secular sections demands that it is visible in the public area. This new identity proves
its visibility with active activities in many fields of the social life, and it requires no
collective Islam identity when defining itself. Therefore, it is safe to state that the new
religiousness identity is actually an Islamic identity.#0 A similar point is present in
the issue of delaying marriage by the participants. Materialization of the urban
visibility through the concept of socialization by a participant and the statement
“marriage does not seem like the only thing to be done” represents the changing
aspect of Islamic family and marriage. The myth of individualism that is firmly
present in the modern era feeds loneliness and narcissism, which prevents the
youngsters from integrating themselves to the society and results in them conflicting
with the society. The fondness of freedom directs youngsters to make the decision of
performing marriage and establishing a family more meticulously and causes new
attitudes and behaviors to emerge both in terms of religious and social perspectives.
One of the indicators of attitudes and behaviors arising from the secular personality
myth is that people prioritize their own comfort with the increased wealth and that
this issue affects the perception of the marriage. The following statement by an
interviewee is an example in this regard: (I1, Doctorate, Teacher, F, 28) “If I receive a
salary of 2000 liras, I spend this for my own expenses, pleasure and hobby. Getting into the
control of other people when I am accustomed to this comfort may be too much, which is valid
for both genders. I believe the increase in income level and obtaining personal income makes
people more individualist.”

4.4. Following the Trace of Secularization in the City: Secular Orientations
in Marriage-Related Preferences

The Turkish term “dindar”, formed by combining the Arabic term “din” and
Persian suffix “dar” lexically means the person “who believes in and is connected to
Allah”. The concept of “dindarlik” formed by adding “lik” to the concept of “dindar”
means “devotion to the religion”. The concept of religiousness is a dynamic and even
dialectic phenomenon that has significant changes and differences from personal,

38 Bahattin Aksit et al., Tiirkiye’de Dindarlik: Sosyal Gerilimler Ekseninde Inang ve Yasam Bicimleri (Istanbul:
Iletisim Yayinlari, 2012), 280.

39For more details, see Niliifer Gole, Islam’in Yeni Kamusal Yiizleri (Istanbul: Metis Yayinlari, 2000).

40 Ozbolat, Kapitalizme Eklemlenme, Dindar Orta Sumifta Tiiketim Kiiltiirii, 98.
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social and time-wise perspective.4! Therefore, in terms of “religiousness”, every
person makes a different definition and assesses religiousness based on different
criteria. As noted in the theoretical frame above, religion is a source of motivation for
social behaviors. While shaping the social behavior, it does not become independent
from certain differentiations. Severe changes occur in the traditional religiousness
forms during the period of urbanization and modernization when important
transformations such as rationalization, specialization, cooperation and
institutionalization occur.4? It is known that religion-religiousness criteria are
assigned a primary position by the conservatives in terms of marriage-related
preferences. The changes that occurred in the forms of religion-religiousness also
reflect on people’s attitudes and behaviors. In this section of the study, participants
were informed that secularization is the “general name of preferring what is mortal over
what is religious” to understand how living in the city affected participants’ intelligent
and actual worlds, and the question of whether the religious or mortal preferences
are important in terms of marriage was asked to them. The answers given provided
certain tips in terms of analyzing the relationship between the ideological
transformation and religion.

Another point stressed by religious sociologists in the definitions of
secularization is as follows: “The religion gaining a marginal structure for the operation
of the social system and main functions becoming rational to terminate the control of
supernatural factors” .43 The aforenoted point also reflects the period when institutions
have declared autonomy in the complicated and economically developed societies.#4
The period of secularization can be considered as the religious impact disappearing
in certain fields such as art, literature and philosophy, and as the scientific
perspective dominating in place of religion. Secularization is not only limited to the
cultural or ideological disciplines. Similarly, the secularization of awareness can also
be mentioned 4%in this context. This also means that the modern western world
created increasing number of figures who interpret the world and their lives with no
relation to the religious formation.#8 Accordingly, the issue of whether the
conservative youngsters prioritized religious factors or mortal expectations while
selecting a partner will provide contributions in terms of observing the reflections of
secularization on the institution of family.

41 Unver Giinay & Celaleddin Celik (ed.), “Dindarligin Sosyolojisi”, Dindarligin Sosyo-Psikolojisi (Adana:
Karahan Kitabevi, 2006), 8.

42 Kemaleddin Tas, “Dindarligin Tipolojileri Uzerine Tipolojik Bir Arastirma”; Giinay & Celik, Dindarligin
Sosyo-Psikolojisi, 186-187.

43 M. Ali Kirman & Thsan Capcioglu, Sekiilerlesme Klasik ve Cagdas Yaklasimlar (Ankara: Otto Yayinlari,
2015), 12.

44 Michale Dillon (ed.), Din Sosyolojisi El Kitab: (Istanbul: Paradigma Yayinlari, 2014), 31.

45 Peter L Berger, Kutsal Semsiye: Dinin Sosyolojik Teorisinin Ana Unsurlari, trans. Ali Cogkun (Istanbul:
Ragbet Yayinlari, 2015), 197.

46 Ali Cogkun, Sevgi Sosyolojisi (Istanbul: Ragbet Yayinlari, 2012), 110-111.
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One of the steps taken in the path to marriage is undoubtedly the selection of
spouse. Selecting a partner and the characteristics a partner should have differ by the
sociocultural level between the countries, but it is known that there are common
differences arising from the genders. According to Akkaya, what females expect from
males is a good financial status, being hardworking, a good social status, and being
older than them. However, men expect women to be healthy in terms of sexual
desires and reproduction.4” During the interviews, women highlighted the factors of
education, career and financial power, while men stressed the concepts of physical
appearance and visuality. The emphasis over the concept of “beauty” by I10 and over
“power” by 12 seems to match certain mortal concepts and actions prioritized with
the religious motivation in terms of selecting a partner discussed in the theoretical
frame in the first section and investigated in the field study as presented in this
section. Statement of 12 “... I need to maintain what 1 have; if 1 fail to do so, I will be
unhappy.” seems to imply that the spiritual pleasures and happiness to arise from
marriage can be achieved by meeting the financial expectations. The examples
stressing the secularization of awareness in terms of the orientation of profanation
being dominant in marriage-related preferences are as follows:

We make mortal preferences at a rate of 80%. I can mention this rate clearly. May
height as well as beauty, career and education be subject to me? Do these serve for
my domestic fields? Do these serve for my appetite? Do these serve for my sexuality?
Do these serve for my pleasures and family? Do these help me realize myself? Do
these contribute to that process? These questions are generally in intellectual minds.
(I3, Doctorate, Academic, F, 42).

I'believe there is an orientation toward secularization every passing day, and this gap
is getting greater in my eyes. What do the religious obligations require in terms of
people’s relationships? Establishing a family... Okay, this is fine. But if religious
obligations are to be fulfilled, then all mortal actions and habits need to be avoided.
Right? What is the cost of organizing a marriage? This is quite flexible. People buy
goods and stuff, for instance... I heard something from a friend of mine. He left his
fiance. She said she wanted all white appliances to be a Bosch product. She actually
laid this down as a condition. I think there is no better example. This is the greatest
indication of profanation. (I8, Doctorate, Academic, M, 30).

The process of urbanization that continued in a growing form after 1950s
resulted in certain changes in terms of religiousness. These changes catch attention
as the macro processes feeding industrialization, rationalism, urbanization and
secularization, which resulted in dissolution and differentiation of the traditional
religious culture. Secularism reflects the dissolution and differentiation of the social
processes in the Turkish society. According to Aydinalp, “religion was the ‘subject’ in
the traditional society, but it turned into the ‘object’ in modern societies and ‘meta’ in post-
modern societies,” which was interpreted as follows: “verse was the meaning in the

47 Nursen Adak (ed.), Es secimi ve Evlilik (Degisen Toplumda Degisen Aile), (Ankara: Siyasal Kitabevi,
2016), 155.
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traditional era, but it turned into a slogan in the modern era, and it is on the path to becoming
an advertisement in the post modern era” 48 Capcioglu states that the secularization in
the Islamic world has been examined in line with the changes in the religious life,
and with the change of visibility in the religiousness, consciousness and religious
values as well as public visibility of the people. According to Capgioglu, in terms of
the secularization orientations in the Turkish society, traditional values are
occasionally replaced by the secular values, and sometimes the contrary becomes the
case and a hybrid design exists in a modern and conservative manner.4° This is also
reflected in the following statements of participants: “I watched something the other day.
Quran normally descended but we have hung the book on the wall. When we can get the book
from the wall and position it into our hearts, then what we accept as normal will take place.”
In regard to the institution of marriage, the results of the field study that the process
turned into a form where secular orientations. When compared with the previous
times, the idea “we want happiness even if we have a one-room house” was replaced by
the idea “we want a 3+1 house, a living room furniture of this brand, or this gram of gold” .
Conservatives acting in the motivations of wasting and luxury rather than meeting
the needs were often mentioned in the interviews. One participant explains the topic
as follows:

I may talk in a bit harsh manner. I want to make it clear that there are no religious
people in Istanbul. I can even explain this to the person who considers themselves as
the most religious one.... How religious are you? When you already have money in
your pocket... I went to a wedding the other day. They spent 170,000 liras for the
wedding. I could have wandered around the world with my wife. Believe me. Ilber
Ortayl1 says “instead of visiting a furniture shop, you should visit other countries”.
He actually says open your eyes, see what is happening in the world and get your
heads out of the sand. (110, Undergraduate, Artist, M, 34).

The literature reviews the urban life as a form of living where the urban
transformations are reviewed in people’s behavioral patterns and where social
transformations take place. According to L. Wirth, who gained popularity with his
book Urbanism as a Way of Life, urban life is a space that cause people to deviate from their
nature. Accordingly, the urban lifestyle is a structure where face-to-face relationships
are replaced by indirect relationships, where kinship ties and family lost their
importance, and where the neighborhood ties got lost. Similarly, Simmel focuses on
the impact of the phenomenon of urban specialization on people’s relationship.
According to Simmel, urban people are rational, accountable and punctual persons
who act in line with their intelligence rather than their emotions.50 In terms of

48 Halil Aydinalp, ‘Ozerk Diinyevilesmeler’ Ekseninde Din ve Diinyevilesme (Istanbul: Camlica Yayinlari,
2018), 210-211.

49 fhsan Capcioglu, “Sekiilerlesen Toplumda Bireysellesen Aile”, Turkish Studies 13/2 (2018), 24.

50 Celaleddin Celik, Geleneksel Sehir Dindarhiindan Modern Kent Dindarliging, (Istanbul: Hikmetevi
Yayinlari, 2013), 50-53.
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marriage-related preferences, the intellectual worlds of people shaped by the cities
can be considered in this regard.

Conclusion

This study focused on the sociocultural and religious factors behind the
advanced marriage age of youth, and it aimed to examine the relationship between
modernization parameters and delaying the marriage through the qualitative
research method. Based on the literature review performed for the concepts of family,
marriage, youth, religion, urbanization and secularization, results of the field study
were assessed collectively. The results of the Turkish Family Structure Researches
conducted regularly by TUIK statistically indicate that the marriage age is oriented
to increase constantly in Turkey. The modern world has destroyed the ideological
and meaning aspects of the traditional world with its own meaning and value
system. The institution of family and marriage are among the fields where we can
observe this damage clearly. Marriage has structurally and lexically changed in the
modern times. Decrease in the need for marriage in society resulted in older marriage
age. The changes and transformations religion and religiousness have undergone in
time necessitate reviewing these two topics in an interconnected manner, which of
course suggests that modernization cannot be assessed independently from its own
dynamics.

Processes such as urbanization, personalization and secularization that come
to the forefront with the modern ideology changed youngsters’ perceptions and
thoughts in the topics of family, marriage, and religion. In parallel to this ideology,
participants indicated that modern marriages are shaped by mortal desires and
expectations. An opinion by a participant explains the aforenoted point: The idea
“fewer goods, more peace” was replaced by the idea “more goods, less peace”, and
“a peaceful house with small rooms” lost its validity in the modern times. Despite
the higher number of wishes and desires in the earlier ages, expectations are kept low
in the advanced ages. Nevertheless, the importance of family and marriage was
stressed by the interviewees, and they were assessed using the phrases of “a warm

i v

home”, “trust”, “fellowship”, “a safe harbor”.

It was determined that urban life and metropolitan life result in a different
type of awareness among the youth, and the heterogeneous environment of the city
generates its own conditions and urges individuals to act in line with the possibilities
it provides. The social context enabling the rapid social flow occurring in the city as
well as the freedom and individualization, and the comfort arising from living alone
and being solely responsible for the self cause young people to be hesitant in terms
of marriage. Statements like “Marriage is not the only thing one must do in their life”
and “You do not live your life in a marriage-oriented manner in the city” are quite
important as they reflect how much urban life affects the opinions and actions of
individuals who are constantly exposed to new images and virtual realities in the
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city. The share of the thought of freedom in delaying the marriage is one of the results
found at the end of interviews. A limitless freedom ideology is reflected to the people
of the modern societies, and the idea that the path to happiness is associated with
being free affects both the secular and conservative classes. Youngsters shape their
marriage plans following the targets of a good job, education, career, world tour and
new horizons. Most of the participants delayed marriage as they were accustomed to
the comfort of living alone.

Another interesting point is related to the context of religiousness. Stating that
assessing religiousness only from its literal and formal dimensions is wrong,
participants reported that the habit of praying is not so important in terms of
selecting a partner and that religiousness should come to forefront in an essential
form. Accordingly, the concept of religiousness should be re-assessed by the modern
religious sociologists. There is a need for the new religiousness typologies and
concepts that can correspond to the modern conditions. As the educational status,
practice of being an urban dweller, and age increases, marriage-related preferences
change significantly, which indicate that religiousness should be considered in new
contexts.

In conclusion, understanding as well as explaining and separating the
religious experiences in different social layers becomes a reality when religiousness
is accepted as a sociological element. Based on people’s age, social environment, and
cultural and intellectual development, attitude-based differences can be seen in
people’s understanding of religiousness. The weaker social representation of religion
on the institutional scale is a topic to be assessed in the context of secularization
discussions. From the perspective of family and marriage, delaying marriage became
a trend among the “conservative, urban, educated” people, and secular bias started
to dominate people’s awareness level.
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Genglerde Evlilik Yasinin Uzamasi Uzerine Din

Sosyolojisi A¢isindan Bir Arastirma
Vildan DINDAR

Oz

Sosyolog olmak, herkesin bildigi yahut bildigini sandig1 konulara farkli bir bakis
agisi ile bakmay1 ve olani oldugu gibi incelemeyi gerektirir. Modernlesmenin yerini
postmodernlesmeye biraktigi, kiiresellesmenin etkisiyle diinyanin giderek
kiigtildiigii, kentlerin biiyliyerek metropol halini aldig1, yasam standartlarmin
giderek ytiikseldigi bir donemde gengligin, dindarligin ve ailenin gecirdigi doniisiim
dikkatle diistinmeyi gerektirmektedir. Bu c¢alisma genclerde evlilik yasinn
uzamasinin nedenlerini hem dini hem de sosyolojik bir perspektifle inceleme amaci
tasimaktadir. Arastirma; kentlesme, rasyonellesme, bireysellesme ve sekiilerlesme
siireglerinin evlilik yasinin Otelenmesinde etkili oldugunu One siirmektedir.
Fenomenolojik yaklagimin benimsendigi sz konusu aragtirmada nitel arastirma
yontemi kullamilmistir. Calisma, teorik ve uygulamali olmak {izere iki boliimden
olusmaktadir. Teorik kisimda, aile ve evlilik kavramlari, genglik ve evlilik yasi,
evlilik yasinin uzamasinda etkili oldugu diistiniilen siiregler ele aliip tartisilmistir.
Uygulamali kisimda ise, yliksekogrenim gormiis, kentli, kendini muhafazakar olarak
tanimlayan 15 kisi ile miilakat yapilarak, aile ve evliligi nasil degerlendirdikleri,
evliligi geciktirmelerinde yahut evlilik kararmi ge¢ vermelerinde etkili olan
faktorlerin neler oldugu saha calismasi yoluyla ¢6ziimlenmeye calisilmistir. Kent ile
kurduklar iligkiler ve kentlilik diizeyi baglaminda evlilik tercihleri, dini algilar1 ve
dindarlik pratiklerine iliskin degerlendirmeler yapilmaistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Din Sosyolojisi, Genglik, Evlilik, Din, Sekiilerlesme.

Ozet

Bu calisma genglerde evlilik yasinin uzamasinin nedenlerini hem dini hem de
sosyolojik bir perspektifle inceleme amaci tasimaktadir. Sosyal degisme
perspektifinde aile ve din konusunu ele alan pek ¢ok aragtirma mevcuttur. Ancak
evlilik yasinin artisini sosyolojik ve dini bir perspektifle ele alan bir ¢alismaya
rastlanmamis olmasi, arastirmanin yapilmasini gerekli kilmistir. Arastirma,
modernite, kentlesme, bireysellesme ve sekiilerlesmenin toplumsal degismenin
hizini ve yoniinii arttirdigl, bu degisimlerin genclerin aile, evlilik ve din konusundaki
diisiincelerini etkiledigi hipotezinden hareketle gerceklestirilmistir. Bu temel hipotez
daha sonra, “kent hayati ve metropol yasaminin genglerin eylem ve zihin

i

diinyalarini nasil etkiledigi”, “egitim siirecinin uzamasi ile evlilik yasinin artist

v

arasinda nasil bir iligki oldugu”, “giintimiizde dini hayatta meydana gelen degisim
ve doniisiimlerin muhafazakar genglerin evlilik ve es secim tercihlerini nasil

pY Y /Y s



olis )b dnal (iaassSYI SLAYD Ul

sekillendirdigi”, “bireysellesme, diinyevilesme ve Ozglirlesme fikirlerinin evlilik
yasinin artisini hangi sekillerde etkiledigi” gibi sorular gergevesinde alt hipotezlere
ayrilmigtir. Arastirma, toplumsal degisimde aktif bir rol iistlenen, degisimin hem
0znesi hem de nesnesi olan gengligi anlamay1 kendine amag edinen arastirmacilara
151k tutmay1 amaglamaktadir.

Bilimsel bir ¢alismada ayn1 anda toplumsal degismenin her alanini incelemek
miimkiin olmadigindan calisma belli bir ¢erceve ve belli bir 6rneklem grubu ile
stnirlandirilmistir. Bu agidan TUIK'in yapmis oldugu Tiirk Aile Yapisi Aragtirmast
istatistiki verilerine gore ortalama evlilik yasinin {izerinde kalan bekar Kkisilerle
¢alismanin yapilmasi planlanmuistir. Segili 6rnekleme ulasmanin giigliigii ve evliligin
geciktirilmesinde etkili olan durumlarin analiz edilmek istenmesi nitel metodun
kullanilmasini gerekli kilmistir. Calisma nitel bir arastirma olup iki boliimden
olusmaktadir. Calismada veri toplama maksadiyla yar1 yapilandirilmis goriisme
teknigi ve belgelerin incelenmesinden yararlanilmistir. Birinci boliimde aile, genglik,
evlilik, din, egitim, modernlesme, sekiilerlesme gibi temalar dahilinde mevcut
literatiir taranmistir. Literatir taramasindan hareketle miilakatlar esnasinda
aragtirmaciya yol gosterecek olan temalar belirlenmis ve sorular bu temalardan
hareketle olusturulmustur. Uygulamali arastirma béliimiinde ise amaca yonelik
belirlenen 6rneklem grubu ile miilakat ¢calismasi yapilmistir. Bu 6rneklem grubu, ana
ve alt temalara uygun olarak secilen, TUTK 2001-2018 yili kadin ve erkek ortalama
evlenme yasi istatistiklerine gore, ortalama evlilik yasinn {izerinde olan bekar,
kentli, egitimli kisilerden olusmaktadir. “Evliligi geciktirmis kisi kimdir?”
sorusundan hareketle evlilik yasi istatistiklerine dayanarak ortalama evlilik yaginin
tizerinde kalan kisiler evliligi geciktirmis kisiler olarak disiliniilmiistiir.
Goriismecilerin “genglik” kategorisi altinda degerlendirilmesi ise giiniimiizde
gengligin 30’'lu yaslar1 asmis olmasi sebebiyledir. Genglik, bir toplumda toplumsal
degisme ve gelismenin yonii, seyri ve niteli§ini yansitmasi1 bakimindan 6nemli bir
kategoridir. Genglik donemi Batili arastirmacilar tarafindan ¢ocukluktan yetiskinlige
gecis donemi seklinde kabul edilmektedir. Bu donem, giiniimiizde modernitenin,
kentlesmenin ve sanayilesmenin de etkisiyle daha genis bir siirece yayilmis ve hangi
yas gruplarma karsilik geldigi noktasimndaki sinir giderek muglaklagmustir.

Modernite, giintimiizde her alanda degisim ve doniisiimler meydana
getirmistir. Bu alanlardan biri de evlilik kurumudur. Konforlu ve miireffeh bir yasam
telakkisi, genglerin daha uzun yillar1 egitim kurumlarinda gegirmelerine, kariyer ve
statii gibi kavramlara oncelik vererek evliligi daha ileriki yaslara ertelemelerine yol
acabilmektedir. TUIK tarafindan yapilan arastirmalarin istatistiki sonuglari,
Tiirkiye’de ortalama evlilik yasinin tarihsel siiregte hem kadinlar hem de erkeklerde
onemli oranlarda artis gosterdigini ortaya koymaktadir. Siiphesiz ki evlilik yasinin
artis gostermesinin arka planinda dini, sosyal, ekonomik, kiiltiirel, pek ¢ok farkl
neden bulunmaktadir. Evlilik yasmin artis gostermesi durumu toplumun her
kesiminde etkili olmakla birlikte, calisma kendini muhafazakar-dindar olarak
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nitelendiren toplum kesimi ile smirl tutulmustur. Bu durumun nedeni ana
temalardan birinin “din, dindarlik, degisim” olmasidir. Bu nedenle goériismecilerin
secilmesinde bir diger kriter kendini “dindar” ya da “muhafazakar” olarak
tanimlayan kisiler olmus ve kadin ve erkek her iki cinsiyet grubu 6rnekleme dahil
edilmigtir. Gorlismecilere, arastirmacinin bizzat kendisi tarafindan ana ve alt
temalara uygun olarak hazirlanan acik uglu sorular sorulmustur. Goriismecinin
sorulan sorular karsisinda fikri olmamasi ya da kisa cevaplar vermesi durumunda
alternatif acgic1 sorular sorularak konu daha derinlikli olarak incelenmeye
caligilmistir.

Goriismeler neticesinde katilimcilarin aile ve evlilik kavramlarina pozitif bir
yaklagim sergiledikleri gozlemlenmistir. Son yiizyilda aile ve evlilik kurumu
degisime, kiiclilmeye ve bagskalasmaya maruz kalsa da goriismecilerin bu kurumlara
“yuva”, “gliven”, “huzur”, “sevgi bag1” gibi kavramlar cercevesinde vurgular
yapmalary, bu kurumlarin hala Onemini korudugunu gosterir niteliktedir.
Glintimiizde toplumsal yasamin giderek daha heterojen bir hal almasi, ¢ocukluk ve
yetiskinlik arasindaki siireci uzatmis, yasamin idame ettirilmesi i¢in gerekli olan
beceri ve sorumluluklarin iistlenildigi yas, diger bir ifadeyle sosyal yetigkinlik siireci
hissedilir bicimde artis gostermistir. Miilakatlar esnasinda katilimcilarin ideal evlilik
yasini  Ozellikle “olgunlasma” kavrami cercevesinde degerlendirdikleri
gozlemlenmistir. Sahadan gelen bulgular, genglerin giintimiizde biyolojik agidan
yetigkinlik diizeyine ulasilsa da sosyal ve ekonomik erginlik diizeyine ulasilmadan
evlilik karar1 almadiklarini ortaya koymaktadir. Kent hayat: ve metropoliin getirdigi
ozgiirliik ortaminin genglerin evliligi ertelemelerinde etkili oldugu tespit edilmistir.
Kentte gerceklesen hizli sosyal akis, bireysellesmeye olanak taniyan sosyal ortam,
yalniz yasamanin konforuna alisma gibi durumlar, genglerde evlilik yasinin
artmasina sebebiyet vermektedir. Heterojen yapisiyla karsimiza cikan kentler,
bireylerin istek ve beklentilerinin diinyevilesmesine neden olmaktadir. Egitim
seviyesi ve kentli olma pratigi arttikca evlilik yas1 da artis gostermektedir.

A Research on the Increasing Age of the Marriage of the
Youth In Terms Of Sociology of Religion

Abstract

Being sociolog requires a different perspective and a different examination from
the ordinary people. In a period in which post-modernization replaced
modernization, the world is increasingly shrinking due to the effect of the
globalization, the cities turn gradually into metropol ones and standard of living is
gradually rising, the transformation of piety and family needs to be carefully
observed. The primary objective of this study is to examine the main reasons of
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raising of marriage age among youth both sociologically and theologically.
Moreover, this research was shaped by the assumption that the raising of marriage
age was affected by the process of urbanization, rationalization, invidualism, and
secularization. Furthermore, the qualitative method was used in the relevant study
which adopted the phenomenological approach. It consists of a theorical and an
applied section. In the theorical section, it was discussed the concepts of family and
marriage, the marriage age, and the main reasons of raising of the marriage age. In
the applied section, it was interviewed with 15 people who defined themselves as
conservatists and were university graduate, regarding how they approached to
marriage and family and the main reasons of why they delayed their marriage. In
addition to these, their relationship with the city, their marriage preferences in the
context of urbanity level, and their religious life was evaluated.

Keywords: Sociology of Religion, Youth, Marriage, Religion, Secularization.

Summary

This study aims to investigate the main reasons of why the marriage of youth
increased in terms of both a religious and sociological perspectives. There are many
research which is related to family and religion in the perspective of social change.
However, there is no other study which focused on our subject. According to this
study, moderity, urbanization, individualizm and secularization accelerated the
social change and these changes affect the approaches of youth towards the religion
and marriage. This main hypothesis consists of the questions such as ‘how urban life
affected youth’, ‘what is the relationship between the long education life and the
marriage age’, ‘how the developments and transformation of in religious life affected
the youth’s marriage’, ‘how individualism and secularization affected the marriage’.
This study aims to help to the researchers whose main target is to understand youth.

Because it is not possible to examine every aspect of a social change, this study
is limited to a particular frame and sample group. The sample group’s age is above
the average marriage age (according to TUIK). So it was utilized from qualitative
method. This study consists of two parts. Moreover, semi-scructured interview and
the documents were used. In the first part, there is literature review regarding family,
youth, marriage, religion, education, modernization and so on. The questions in the
interviews were determined with reference to the literature review. In the applied
research section, there is interview section. This sample was composed of those who
are citizen, educated and single males and females who are above marrige age
average. The main reason of why interviewees who are above 30 were assumed as
youth is due to the existing society’s approach. However, youthfulness is accepted
as passing from childhood to adulthood in the West. This period increasingly
ambiguates the limits of youthfulness due to the modernization, urbanization and
industrialization.
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Modernity has changed every aspect of our life. One of these is the phenomenon
of marriage. The understanding of prosperious and comfortable life may be lead to
the long educational life, giving priority to the carrier and status and delaying
marriage for the sake of these priorities. According to the data of TUIK (Turkey
Statistical Institute) the marriage age in both males and females increased. There are
many reasons of this situation such as social, economic, cultural and many different
reasons. Although the marriage age rised in every group society, this study is limited
to those who defined themselves as conservatist and religious. It is because of the
main themes are religiosity, religion and change. Therefore, another criterion in
choosing the interviewees is conservatism and religiosity. They were asked open
ended questions. In case of where interviewees did not answer, alternative questions
were asked in order to examine deeply.

As aresult of the interviews, those who attended to the study exhibited positive
approaches. That is, they emphasized the importance of the concept of family and
marriage. Because many aspect of life have changed during the modern period,
social adulthood process prominently increased. Furthermore, the participants
evaluated the ideal marriage age in the context of the ageing. According to the
applied research, even though they are biologically eligible for marriage, they do not
want to marry without reaching to the particular social and economic level. In
addition to this, the atmosphere of urban life plays an important role in delaying the
marriage. Other reasons for the increasing of the marriage are rapid social life, social
athmosphere enables indiviualism, the attractiviness of living alone. The heterogenic
structure of cities led to the secularization of youths. The more education and
urbanity level rises, the more the marriage age increases.
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