Yildiz-Akyol & Boyact (2020), 10(57), 297-320.
Turkish Psychological Counseling and Guidance Journal

RESEARCH Open Access

ARASTIRMA Acik Erisim

Cognitive Flexibility and Positivity as Predictors of Career
Future in University Students

Universite Ogrencilerinde Kariyer Geleceginin Yordayicist Olarak
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Abstract. The purpose of this study is to examine whether the career future of university students can be
predicted significantly by cognitive flexibility and positivity. The study designed for this purpose consists of 401
participants (290 female, 111 male) who attended two different universities in Ankara and Istanbul. The data of
this research were collected by using Turkish adaptation of the "Career Futures Scale (CFS)", "Cognitive
Flexibility Inventory (CFI)", and "Positivity Scale (PS)". Besides these, a personal information form was used for
collecting various demographic variables. The findings of this research demonstrated that there is a positive and
significant relationship between career future, cognitive flexibility, and positivity. As a result of the analyses
conducted in order to test the predictability of the career future by cognitive flexibility and positivity, they were
found to be a significant predictor of the career future of university students (R?= .48, p < .07). In addition to
these findings, fourth-year students' career future scores were found to be significantly higher than the second and
third grade students. Moreover, the career future scores of students who voluntarily selected their major of study
were significantly higher than those who unwillingly chose it.

Keywords: Career future, cognitive flexibility, positivity, career counseling, career adaptability

J

|

N\

Oz. Bu arastirmanin amaci, bilissel esneklik ve pozitifligin iiniversite 6grencilerinin kariyer gelecegini anlamlt
bigimde yordayip yordamadigini incelemektir. Arastirmanin galisma grubu, Ankara ve Istanbul ilinde yer alan 2
farkll tniversitede Ogrenimine devam eden 290t kadin ve 111’ erkek olmak tzere toplam 401 universite
ogrencisinden olusmaktadir. Arastirma kapsaminda veri toplamak icin katiimecilara, aragtirmacilar tarafindan
olusturulan Kisisel Bilgi Formu (KBF), Kariyer Gelecegi Olgegi (KARGEL), Bilissel Esneklik Envanteri (BEE) ve
Pozitiflik Olgegi (PO) uygulanmustir. Sonuglar, kariyer gelecegi, bilissel esneklik ve pozitiflik arasinda pozitif ve
anlamlt bir iliski oldugunu gostermistir. Bilissel esneklik ve pozitifligin kariyer gelecegini ne diizeyde yordadigint
test etmek maksadiyla yapilan analizler neticesinde biligsel esneklik ve pozitifligin, Gniversite 6grencilerinin kariyer
geleceklerinin anlamli bir yordayicist oldugu sonucuna ulagilmistir (R2 = 48, p < .07). Bu bulgularin yani sira
dordinct sinif 6grencilerinin kariyer gelecegi puanlarinin ikinci ve tiglinct sinif 6grencilerinden anlamli bigimde
daha yiiksek oldugunu bulunmustur. Ayrica sonuglar, boliimiine isteyerek gelen Ogrencilerin kariyer gelecegi
puanlarinin kendi istegi disinda gelenlerden anlamli bicimde daha yiiksek oldugunu géstermistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kariyer gelecegi, bilissel esneklik, pozitiflik, kariyer danismanligs, kariyer uyumu
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INTRODUCTION

Nowadays, the new tendencies in the world of work caused by the social,
cultural, technological and economic changes have a great impact not only on
occupational structures but on the understanding of having a job (Johnston,
2018; Nota, Ginevra & Soresi, 2012). Depending upon these changes,
individuals are required to keep on learning new skills and adapt to the new
demands of the changing business world in order to manage their careers
effectively. Moreover, they are also expected to establish effective
communication and work cooperatively with people whom they work with
even if they have different qualities (Amundson, Harris-Bowlsbey & Niles,
2005; Savickas, 2005). As the literature review shows clearly, the students who
have not stepped in the world of work yet need to improve their flexibility and
develop adaptability skills that will make it easier for them to move from
student life to the world of work while they are dealing with choosing an
occupation, finding a job, getting into it and adapting to it after high-school
and university education (Guan et. al., 2013; Yesilyaprak, 2011). The rapid
changes in the world of work have led to increasing stress for individuals at
work such as role conflicts, heavy workload, uncertainty, time pressure,
difficulty in adapting to changes and worry about being fired (Yesilyaprak,
2011). An individual’s ability to adapt to these rapid changes in his career
development has turned out to be an important factor to keep healthy their
psychological well-being (Griffin & Hesketh, 2003). All these aforementioned
changes and developments have brought up the concepts of career adaptability
and career optimism, both of which are of vital importance in planning career
tuture.

Career adaptability, which is one of the cornerstones of career construction
theory, refers to an individual’s readiness to tackle changes and developments
faced not only in business life but in other domains of life. Moreover, career
adaptability means that individuals are ready to cope with current and
oncoming career development tasks, occupational changeovers and personally-
faced problems (Savickas, 1997). According to Savickas (2005), career
adaptability consists of four basic attitudes. These are attitudes of concern,
curiosity, confidence and control. Career concern is related to an individual’s
thinking and planning about his future life and career choices. Career curiosity
means that an individual does research about and explores suitable career
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choices. Career confidence refers to the state that an individual is good at
solving career problems, and career control implies that an individual assumes
responsibility for her/his career decision and believes that s/he is competent
about this. The skill of career adaptability begins to develop at early ages
(Hartung, Porfeli & Vondracek, 2008). Besides this, those individuals who have
a higher level of adaptive skills are expected to make more planned and realistic
career decisions when compared to others (Ebberwein et al., 2004). Career
optimism, which is another important factor in planning career future, signifies
that an individual always has positive expectations as to his career future or
that s/he feels at ease about career planning as s/he always focuses on the
positive sides of events (Rottinghaus, Day & Borgen, 2005). Optimist
individuals put more effort in overcoming the problems they face on the way
to their goals when compared to pessimist individuals, and so they can become
more successful (Scheier, Carver & Bridges, 2001; Rand, 2009). Because of that
reason, having optimistic personal traits plays an important role in developing
career adaptability.

The study group in this study was composed of university students. Career
planning is fairly crucial especially in the last years of university education,
which are the years when individuals start to step in adulthood. This study
focuses on the concepts of cognitive flexibility and positivity, which are
thought to be the possible predictors of planning career future. The impact of
cognitive flexibility cannot be denied when it is considered that cognitive
flexibility refers to the skills of intelligence to come up with multidimensional
solutions for various situations (Silver et al., 2004). Individuals come across
gradually developing social environment and gradually increasing various
stimuli in time. They need to learn how to cope with these new stimuli to lead
a life of high quality, and they should learn to adjust themselves to these stimuli.
The skill to make these necessary adjustments requires cognitive flexibility
(Crone et al., 2004). Cognitive flexibility comes out when a usual course of
events ends up unexpectedly, and when an uncertainty or conflict arises. Those
individuals who have a higher level of cognitive flexibility can find the way to
overcome these uncertainties in the best way more easily (Cuhadaroglu, 2013).
It can be stated that the skill of cognitive ability plays an important role in
coping with these crises considering the rapid changes appearing in the world
of work.
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Positivity, which is the other variable of the study, is accepted to be the
building block of personal well-being and self-confidence, and it is defined as
the positive approaches adopted by individuals in all domains of their lives
(Diener et al., 2000). Positive feelings and expectations about the future life
encourage individuals to struggle with uncertainties faced in life (Caprara et al.,
2010). It can be stated that the more positive viewpoint people have about the
problems they come across in this rapidly changing and developing world
without dreading these problems, the more successful they will be in planning
their career future.

There are only few relational or experimental studies on planning career future,
and so, on career adaptability and career optimism, whereas these few studies
have been carried out in western societies. On the other hand, there are only a
limited number of studies on career adaptability that have been done in Turkey
(Buyukgoze- Kavas, 2014, 2016; Karacan-Ozdemir & Yerin-Guneri, 2017).
The researchers who anticipate that the world of work will witness a twofold
increase in size in the next 20 years (Hattie, 2008; Kao, 2007) undetline the fact
that a lot of new occupations that require expertise and a great number of new
industries will come out, while new markets, new consumers and a young pool
of skills will appear accordingly. Not only those people who currently have a
job and who are included in the world of work but also the individuals who
have not gained employment yet and who are university students now need to
be entrepreneur, skilled, decisive and talented more than before, and they are
required to deal with the hard conditions of business life (Kao, 2007).

Recently, the issue of examining people’s career development by means of
increasing their level of personal well-being and positive development has
attracted much attention (Buytkgoze- Kavas, 2016; Santilli et al., 2017; Taber
& Blankemeyer, 2015; Zacher, 2014). Considering the fact that career
adaptability has an important potential to improve young people’s positive
development and career readiness shows the importance of examining
cognitive flexibility and positivity. There are young adults who have difficulty
in stepping in the business life because of the increasing unemployment, and
they need to learn how to build up their career, foresee the possible difficulties
they might face about their career in the future before determining the ways to
overcome these difficulties and steer their future positively. In this context, this
study aims at identifying if cognitive flexibility and positivity predict the career
future or not. Moreover, the relation of career future with the variables of
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satisfaction with the current university, motivation to choose major of study
and year of schooling at university has been examined within the framework of
this study.

METHOD

In this study, a correlational research design was used to determine the
relationships between cognitive flexibility, positivity and career future.

Study Group

The study group consists of students from a total of 401 university students,
290 women and 111 men, who are studying in two different state universities
in Ankara and Istanbul. The average age of the participants was calculated as
20.83. Descriptive information about the participants is presented in Table 1.

Table 1. Descriptive statistics of the study group

Variables Category n %
Female 290 72.3
Gender Male 111 27.7
With Family 119 297
Living place Dorm/hostel 216 53.8
Own Home 66 16.5
First 66 16.5
Second 63 15.7
Grades Third 112 27.9
Fourth+ 160 39.9
Choosing Yes willingly 281 70.1
Department Willingly  No unwillingly 76 18.9
Not Sure 44 11
Total 401 100

Ethical Statement

The authors declare that they have carried out the research within the
framework of the Helsinki Declaration and with the particiapation of volunteer
students.
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Data Collection Tools

The data of this research were collected by using ““Personal Information Form
(PIF)”, Turkish adaptation of the "Career Futures Scale (CES)", "Cognitive
Flexibility Inventory (CF1)" and " Positivity Scale (PS)".

Personal Information Form (PIF). In order to collect demographic
information from the study group, a personal information form created by the
researchers was used. The form includes questions about the study groups'
gender, age, satisfaction with the university, satisfaction with the department,
romantic relationships and grade levels.

Career Futures Scale (CFS). CEFS developed by Rottinghaus, Day and
Borgen (2005) was used to evaluate the positive career planning attitudes of the
study group. The adaptation of the CFS to Turkish was done by Kalafat (2012).
The CFES consists of three sub-scales referred to Perceived Knowledge (PK),
Career Optimism (CO) and career adaptability (CA). In addition, the CFS is
five point likert-type scale consists of 25 items. The adaptation study of CFS
555 university students from different universities participated in Turkey
(Kalafat, 2012). In internal consistency analysis to evaluate the reliability of
CES, the reliability coefficient is Career Adaptability 0.83; Career Optimism 0.82,
Perceived Knowledge was 0.62 and 0.88 in total. The suitability of the three-factor
structure of CFS in its origin for the Turkish sample was confirmed as a result
of confirmatory factor analysis to test the validity of the scale (Kalafat, 2012).
For this study, the reliability coefficients of the CFS were recalculated. The
Cronbach’s alpha coefficients were found CA, CO, PK and total as .84, .81, .60
and .89. The Cronbach’s alpha coefficient for the reliability of instruments
should be over .70 (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2013). In this context, it can be said
that The CFES is reliable in terms of both the subscales CO, CA and the whole
scale except PK.

Cognitive Flexibility Inventory (CFI). The Cognitive Flexibility Inventory
(CFI) developed by Dennis and Vander Wal (2010) was used to measure the
cognitive flexibility of the study group. Adaptation of CFI to Turkish was done
by Gilum and Dag (2012). CFI developed to test the adaptive, alternative,
balanced and appropriate thinking abilities of individuals who encounter
difficult life events. Designed as a 5-point Likert-type measurement tool, CFI
consists of two sub-scales, Alternatives (13 items) and Contro/ (7 items). As the
score obtained from CFI increases, cognitive flexibility increases. The reliability
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of the CFI was evaluated with the Cronbach alpha test. The Cronbach alpha
value for the total of scale was .90; the alternatives subscale was 0.91 and the
control subscale was 0.84 (Gilim & Dag, 2012). For this study, the reliability
coefficients of the CFS were recalculated. The Cronbach’s alpha coefficients
were found adaptability, control and total as .87, .77 and .86.

Positivity Scale (PS). The Positivity Scale (PS) developed by Caprara et al.
(2012) was used to measure the positivity levels of the study group. PS was
adapted to Turkish by Cikrikei, Ciftci and Gengdogan (2015). PS is a 5-point
Likert-type measurement instrument consisting of 8 items. Cronbach alpha
coefficient applied to test the internal consistency of PS was determined as .73
additionally, the test-retest reliability coefficient of PS was determined as .91.
The construct validity of the PS was examined by confirmatory factor analysis
and it was concluded that the goodness of fir indices were sufficient. Also,
criterion-related validity was examined and it was concluded that there was a
positive relationship between PS, happiness and life satisfaction (Cikriket,
Ciftci & Gengdogan, 2015). For this study, the reliability coefficient of the PS
was recalculated and the Cronbach’s alpha coefficients was found .75.

Process and Data Analysis

Within the scope of the research, legal and ethical permissions required for the
implementation of measuring instruments were obtained. Then, the data
collection form (PIF, CFS, CFI and PS) created within the scope of the
research was applied to the study group by the researchers at different times in
the classroom environment within an average of 20 minutes. The data were
obtained from a total of 427 university students studying in different classes
and departments. Before the data analysis started, the forms filled out by the
study group were coded into the SPSS 21 package program. While the data was
transferred to the computer environment, 9 of them was removed from dataset
that were filled in incorrectly or incompletely. After the coding process, it was
evaluated whether the data were suitable for the multiple regression analysis. At
this stage the z test performed before starting the analysis, a total of 12 data
that were determined to deviate from the range of +3 and -3 were also taken
out of the data set in order to maintain normal distribution. Also, Mahalanobis
distance coefficients were examined and 5 data were excluded from the analysis
considering the Mahalanobis distance coefficients. As a result of the analysis,

303 Turkish Psychological Counseling and Guidance Journal - 2020



Yildiz-Akyol & Boyaci

the distributions were accepted as normal because the skewness and kurtosis
coefficients (highest = .243 lowest = -.324) were within acceptable limits, and
variable errors were normally distributed in the histogram and p-plot charts
examined (George & Mallory, 2016; Tabachnick & Fidell, 2013).

Before starting the regression analysis, the assumption of multiple linearity was
tested, the Variance Inflation Factors (VIF) were checked by examining the
VIF values so that it was examined whether variance inflation occurred. It was
observed that there was no problem in VIF, all values were below 10 and there
was no value approaching 0.10. After the Durbin-Watson test results in which
auto-correlation between variables was tested showed that there was no auto-
correlation risk in the research (DW = 1.193), data were analyzed in the data
set in line with the research problem by frequency, percentage and multiple

regression analysis. The analysis of the data was performed on the remaining
401 data.

FINDINGS

Firstly, correlation analysis was conducted in order to test the relationship
between career futures, cognitive flexibility and positivity. The relationships
between variables were examined by Pearson Product-Moment Correlation analysis
and test results are presented in Table 2 below.

Table 2. Pearson correlations among career future, cognitive flexibility and
positivity

Variables X ss r
7 2 3 4 5 6
*
1. Career 86.00 1290 - 8o gome sz 02T s
future-total *
*
2. CA 3886 6.35 R A U
*
3. CO 3837 676 B
*
4, PK 8.84 2.16 - '33 206*F
5. Cognitive ok
flexibility 74.58 9.21 45
6. Positivity 28.43 4.54 -
% p< 03, % p< 01
304

Turkish Psychological Counseling and Guidance Journal - 2020



Predictors of Career Future

As can be seen in Table 2, there is a positive and moderately significant

relationship between "career future" and their "cognitive flexcibility" scotres (r = .62, p

<.07). Similarly, there is a positive significant relationship between “career future’
and “positivity” scores (r = .56, p <.07). Also, there are positive and significant

relationship among the sub-dimensions of the career future and cognitive

flexibility scores of the study group, “CA” (r = .59, p <.01), “CO” (r = .51, p

<.07) and “PK” (r = .35, p <.07). As presented in Table 2, there is a positively

significant relationship between positivity and sub-dimensions of career future

scale, “CA” (r= .49, p <.07), “CO” (r = .50, p <.07) and “PK” (r=.26, p <.07).
After the correlation analysis, multiple regression analysis was applied to

determine whether the variables "cognitive flexibility" and "positivity" predict the

“career future" variable significantly. In the model created to perform hierarchical

multiple regression analysis, cognitive flexibility was first entered into the model as

a predictive variable, and in the second stage positivity was included in the

model and it was analyzed at what level the variables predicted the career

future of university students. The results of the applied stepwise multiple

regression analysis are given in Table 3 below.

Table 3. Result of stepwise multiple regression

Dep. Indep.

2 2
variable Variables © ~ SHB B ‘ F R R AR

Constant  21.25 414 .62 5.13** 248.62%*¢ .62 .38 .38

Cognitive .86 .05 15.76%*
C Flexibility
areer  “Constant 917  4.04 226%%  184.77% 69 48 48
Future

Cognitive .65 .05 46  11.51%*
Flexibility
Positivity .99 11 34  8.65%*

% p< .05, ¥ p< 01

As seen in Table 3, "cognitive flexibility" scores explain %38 of the variance of
the "career future" scores [F: 248.62, R = .62, R2 = .38, p<.017]. In the second
stage, with the inclusion of positivity in the independent variable group
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explaining rate of career future variance of the independent variables rises
to %48 [F: 2841, R = .69, R* = 48, p< .01]. In other words, cognitive
flexibility have a higher predictive effect compared to positivity. Besides
cognitive flexibility and positivity scores together explain %48 of the total
variance of career future.

Examining career future, cognitive flexibility and positivity scores
according to satisfaction with undergraduate education, department
choosing motivation and grades.

According to the results of ANOVA test, career future and cognitive flexibility
scores don’t differ significantly according to the satisfaction from
undergraduate education. On the other hand, positivity was found to be
significantly higher in students who are satisfied with university education than
those who are not satisfied. According to the grade level, the career future
scores of the participants differ significantly in favor of those studying in the
fourth grade. The results of the ANOVA test is presented in Table 4 below.

Table 4. One-way ANOVA analysis results of career future scores by grades

Grades N i’ o r (D;g]-z, ; g )c e
First (1) 66 86.28 3 4.66  .00%% 4.2 4.3
Second (2) 63 82.82 397

Third (3) 112 84.03 400

Fourth (4) 160 88.73

% p< .05, ¥ p< 01

In Table 4, whether the career future scores of university students differ
according to university grades is analyzed with one-way ANOVA test and it is
seen that there is a statistically significant difference [F(3-397) = 4.66,
p=.00<.07]. Scheffe test was performed to determine the source of the
difference. According to Scheffe test results, there was a significant difference
between 2nd grade, 3rd grade and 4th grade in favor of 4th grade. In other
words, fourth-year students' career future scores are significantly higher than
second- and third-year students. Whether there is a significant difference
between the career future scores of the participants according to the
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motivation to the department was tested with one-way ANOVA and the
results are presented in table 5 below.

Table 5. One-way ANOVA analysis results of career future scores according
to motivation to department

deparimens N % s P p  Diftrence
Yes willingly (1) 282 8753 2 755 .00%* 1-2
Unwillingly (2) 76 8121 398

Not sure (3) 43 85.29 400

* p<.05, *¥*%: p<.01

In Table 5, whether the career future scores of university students differ
according to their motivation to the department was analyzed with the one-way
ANOVA test and it was seen that there was a statistically significant difference
[F(2-398) = 7.55, p=.00<.07]. Scheffe test was performed to determine the
source of the difference. According to Scheffe test, there was a significant
difference between those who willingly selected the department and those who
unwillingly selected in favor of willingly.

DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

In recent years, the number of experimental studies on career adaptability has
been increasing in many countries while the western countries take the lead in
that, and it is possible to see studies that examine the relation between career
adaptability on one side and many other variables on the other side
(Bityiikgoze- Kavas, 2016; Karacan-Ozdemir & Yerin-Giineri, 2017; Rudolph,
Lavigne & Zacher, 2017; Santilli et al., 2017; Taber & Blankemeyer, 2015;
Zacher, 2014). This study focuses on the relation between planning career
future on one side and cognitive flexibility and positivity on the other side in
order to examine the contributions of these factors to planning career future.
Besides these variables, it has been investigated if people’s year of schooling at
university and their motivation to choose the major of study willingly creates a
significant difference in planning their career futures.

The study findings show that students’ career future is related to their cognitive
flexibility and positivity at a relatively high level. In other words, the students
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who have a high level of cognitive flexibility and positivity can be said to plan
their career future better. In addition to these findings, it has been found out in
this study that fourth-grade students’ score of career future is higher than that
of third-grade and second-grade students at a statistically significant level.
Moreover, the score of those students who have chosen their major of study
on their own will is higher than others at a statistically significant level. In
general terms, these findings show that the students who have a high level of
cognitive flexibility and positivity, who are fourth-grade university students and
who have chosen their major of study willingly have a higher score of career
future. The findings of the study are discussed respectively.

One of the study findings shows that cognitive flexibility is the most
statistically significant predictor of career adaptability. This result of the current
study is in line with the result of a meta-analysis study carried out by Rudolph
and others (2017), who took career adaptability and adaptive behaviours as a
base in their study and found out that "career adaptability has a statistically
significant positive relation with cognitive flexibility.” Similarly, Schmidt and
Hunter (2004) carried out a study in which they examined the impact of
general mental ability on individuals’ occupational gains and performances and
they found out that cognitive flexibility has a statistically significant positive
relation with people’s adaptability and performance at work. Moreover,
Savickas and Porfeli (2012) emphasized in their study that adaptive behaviour,
which constitutes the basis of career construction theory, is a personal quality
that requires individuals to be flexible in cognitive terms and to welcome
changes. In line with the results of this study, Griffin and Hesketh (2003) also
carried out a study that aimed at revealing the relation between adaptive
behaviours on one side and success at work and career adaptability on the
other side, and they concluded that cognitive flexibility, which is an important
component of behavioural adaptability, has a statistically significant positive
relation with success at work and career adaptability. In the light of these
studies, it is clear that the result of this study, which signifies that university
students’ level of cognitive flexibility predicts their career future plans at a
statistically significant level, is consistent with the findings of other studies in
the literature. With reference to these findings, it can be stated that cognitive
flexibility has a great impact on individuals’ career adaptability and career
future planning accordingly, and that an increase in individuals’ level of
cognitive flexibility leads to an increase in their career adaptability as well.
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Another finding of the study is that positivity is a significant predictor of career
future. As far as the literature review shows, there isn’t any study that directly
supports this study finding; however, there are studies that support the study
finding indirectly. This result obtained in the current study is similar to other
studies that have examined the relation between career adaptability and other
positive tendencies such as optimism (Biytikgoze-Kavas, 2016; Dutfty, 2010,
Karacan-Ozdemir & Yerin-Guneri, 2017), hope (Biyiikgoze-Kavas, 2016) and
well-being (Plimmer et al., 2000). Creed, Patton and Bartrum (2002) also
carried out a study in which they concluded that high school students who
have a high level of optimism has a higher level of career planning and career
search as well. Moreover, Bohemn and Lyubomirsky (2008) aimed at revealing
the impact of happiness on various variables about work in their study and
they found out that happiness has a statistically significant relation with career
success. Considering the fact that positivity is the building block of personal
well-being, and so, positive tendencies such as happiness, optimism and hope
(Diener et al.,, 2000), the finding of the current study is consistent with the
other study findings in the literature. In this sense, positivity can be said to be
an important variable in individuals’ planning their career future.

The study findings show that fourth-grade students’ score of career future is
significantly higher than the score of third-grade and second-grade students.
University students’ ability to make career decisions in line with their values,
areas of interest and personal qualities, which are all very important for career
choice, towards the end of their undergraduate education is accepted to be a
factor that makes career development easier (Ulas, 2016). Also, it is
emphasized in the literature that towards the end of the university education,
career adaptability influences individuals positively in terms of finding a job
(Guan et al, 2013; Johnston, 2018). According to another finding of the
current study, career future scores of those students who have chosen their
major of study on their own will have higher scores at a statistically significant
level than those who have chosen their major of study unwillingly. Similarly,
academic satisfaction and job satisfaction are issues that attract the attention of
researchers all over the world (Duffy, Douglass & Autin, 2015). Johnston
(2018) carried out a correlational survey on career adaptability and concluded
that academic satisfaction has a positive relation with career adaptability and
job satisfaction. Because of that reason, when psychological counsellors who
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work at schools as a school counsellor help students know themselves better
and contribute to their life in terms of ensuring them to receive education in a
field from which they will derive satisfaction, this comes forward as a
significant variable for their career futures.

Adult teenagers start to think seriously about what kind of a job they would
like to have all throughout their life and they make attempts to construct their
career plans (Arnett, 2007). The studies on career adaptability put forward that
the individuals who have a high level of career adaptability are more likely to
find better job opportunities, make more successful transitions as to their jobs
and be more successful at work (Klehe et al., 2012; Koen, Klehe & Van Vianen
2012). The competitive education system in Turkey causes a gradual increase in
the number of graduates each and every day, but the fact that job opportunities
do not increase in line with the increasing number of graduates makes the
problem of unemployment worsen every day (TUIK, 2017). Today,
requirements of a job change very quickly and this change leads to an
uncertainty. This causes individuals to experience more difficulties during
transition periods in their career path. Because of this reason, career
adaptability is of vital importance for young individuals to adapt to new
conditions easily, overcome the transition periods more comfortably and
healthily. It is essential to identify the factors that influence the planning of
career future in order to help university students to have a successful career in
the future in terms of deciding on a job and receiving education in that field so
as to get ready for the world of work, and it is also crucial to provide students
with career counselling about these identified factors.

ol

It is recommended in the light of the study findings to focus on
psychoeducation activities for the sake of bringing up individuals with a high
level of cognitive flexibility and positivity under the leadership of Guidance
and Psychological Counselling Services at schools starting from the pre-school
education. Moreover, university students who have chosen their major of study
willingly have higher career future scores when compared to others. Because of
that reason, this study once more underlies the importance of vocational
guidance and career counselling activities that are performed in order to help
people know themselves better and choose the most suitable job for
themselves. These results reveal the necessity of guidance and psychological
counselling services at schools to carry out activities on career development
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and vocational guidance starting from the preschool period, but especially
during the secondary education.

This study also has some limitations besides its significant contribution to the
literature of career future. Firstly, this study focuses on the variables that might
be related to the career future. In other words, this study has a correlational
survey model and it does not give a clue about which variables are causes and
which are results. Because of that reason, a future study might be designed to
be experimental, and the impact of cognitive flexibility and positivity on career
future can be investigated experimentally. Moreover, the study group is
composed of university students who have not stepped in the world of work
yet. Future studies might focus on participants who have a job.
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Genigletilmis Tiirkge Ozet

Giris: Bu aragtirmanin amac, biligsel esneklik ve pozitifligin tniversite 6grencilerinin
kariyer gelecegini anlamli bicimde yordaylp yordamadigini incelemektir. Kariyer
gelecegi, kariyer uyumlulugu, iyimserlik ve kariyerle ilgili bilgi birikimini tanimlamak
icin kullandan bir kavramdir. Modern egitim anlayisina sahip Ulkelerin gelisimini
saglamak icin i3 yasaminda, bireylerin kariyerlerini etkili bir sekilde yonetebilmeleri,
sirekli yeni beceriler &grenmeyi strdiirmeleri ve gelismekte olan is diinyasinin
taleplerine uyum saglayabilmeleri gerekmektedir. Bu nedenle bireyler kendilerini iyi
tamimali, kendilere uygun meslege yonelebilmeli ve bu meslekte potansiyellerini en st
diizeyde sunabilmelidirler. Giintimiizde, bir meslegin gerektirdiklerinin hizla degistigi
ve bu degisimin giinden giine daha belirsiz hale geldigi dustintldiiginde bu durum
bireylerin kariyer gecislerinde ¢ok daha fazla zorlanmalarina neden olmaktadir. Bu
baglamda, kariyer damismanlii ve mesleki rehberlik calismalart 6nem kazanmaya
baglamistir.

Yontem: Bu calismada bilissel esneklik, pozitiflik ve kariyer gelecegi arasindaki
iliskileri belitflemek amaciyla nicel arastirma modellerinden iliskisel desen kullanilmustir.
Arastirmanin calisma grubu, Ankara ve Istanbul ilinde yer alan 2 farklt iiniversitede
Ogrenimine devam eden 290’1 kadin ve 1111 erkek olmak tizere toplam 401 Universite
Ogrencisinden &grenciden olusturmaktadir. Veriler toplanirken kolaylikla ulasilabileni
ornekleme yontemi  kullandmustir.  Arastirma  kapsamunda  veri  toplamak  igin
katilimcilara, arastirmacilar tarafindan olusturulan Kisisel Bilgi Formu (KBF), Kariyer
Gelecegi Olgegi (KARGEL), Bilissel Esneklik Envanteri (BEE) ve Pozitiflik Olgegi
(PO) uygulanmistir. Verilerin analizinde frekans, yiizde, ANOVA, korelasyon and
coklu lineer regresyon analizlerinden yararlanilmistir. Elde edilen verilerin analizinde
IBM SPSS 21 paket programlar kullanilmustir.

Bulgular, Tartisma ve Sonug: Arastrmanin bulgulari, OJgrencilerin  kariyer
geleceklerinin, biligsel esneklikleri ve porzitiflikleri ile gbreceli olarak yiiksek diizeyde
iliskili oldugunu gostermektedir. Bilissel esneklik ve pozitifligin kariyer gelecegini ne
oranda yordadigim test etmek adina ¢oklu regresyon analizi uygulanmustir. Sonuglar,
“kariyer gelecegi” puanlarinin yordanmasinda, “biligsel esneklik” ve “pozitiflik”
puanlarinin birlikte “kariyer gelecegi” puanlarina ait varyansin toplam % 48’ini
acikladigini ortaya koymustur. Yapilan ANOVA testinin sonuglarina gore tniversite
Ogrencilerinin lisans egitiminden memnuniyet durumuna gére kariyer gelecegi ve
biligsel esneklik puanlari anlamlt olarak farkldasmamaktadir. Ancak, pozitifligin
Universite egitiminden memnun olan kisilerde memnun olmayanlara gbre anlamh
bicimde daha ylksek oldugu goriilmustir. Ayrica, dordinct sinifta okumakta olan
katilimcilarin kariyer gelecegi puanlarinin ikinci ve dgiincld sinif 6grencilerine gore
anlamli bicimde daha yiiksek oldugu bulunmustur. Bunlarin yani sira, bolimlerini

Turkish Psychological Counseling and Guidance Journal - 2020 318



Predictors of Career Future

isteyerek secen Ggrencilerin kariyer gelecegi puanlari, istemeyerek secenlere oranla
anlamli derecece yuksek ctkmustir. Arastirma bulgularina gbre, 6grencilerin biligsel
esnekliklerinin ve pozitifliklerinin yitksek olmast kariyer geleceklerini olumlu yénde
etkilemektedir. Bu baglamda, arastirmadan elde edilen bulgular baglaminda okul éncesi
egitimden baglanarak Okul Psikolojik Danisma ve Rehberlik (PDR) servisleri
onculigiinde bilissel esnekligi ve pozitifligi yiksek bireyler yetistirmeye yonelik psiko-
egitim calismalarina agirlik verilebilir. Ayrica 6grenimine devam ettigi programa kendi
istegiyle gelenlerin istemeyerek gelenlere gére kariyer gelecegi puanlart daha yiksektir.
Bu sebeple insanlarin kendilerini taniyarak kendilerine en uygun alanlara yénelmesi
amactyla yiritilen mesleki rehberlik ve kariyer danismanlii calismalarinin énemi bu
aragtirmayla bir kez daha ortaya ¢tkmistir. Bu sonuclar okul PDR servislerinin okul
oncesi dénemden itibaren baslayarak 6zellikle ortadgretimde kariyer gelisimi ve
mesleki rehberlik konusunda ¢alismalar yapmasinin gerekliligini ortaya koymustur. Bu
arastirmanin kariyer gelecegi ile ilgili literatire Snemli katkilarinin yami sira baz
sinirliliklart da vardir. Oncelikle mevcut arastirma iliskisel bir arastirma olup hangi
degiskenlerin neden veya sonug¢ oldugu hakkinda bir fikir vermemektedir. Bu nedenle
ileride yapilacak arastirmalarda deneysel desende bir aragtirma tasarlamip biligsel
esnekligin ve pozitifligin kariyer gelecegi tizerindeki etkisi deneysel olarak sinanabilir.
Ayrica, bu galismanin 6rneklemini heniiz ¢aligma dinyasina adim atmamis Universite
ogrencileri olusturmaktadir. Gelecek arastirmalarda hali hazirda bir iste calismakta olan
bireyler gibi farkls katilimei gruplarina odaklanilabilir.
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