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VAN KALESPNDEN BiR KAYA MEZARI
VYE
URARTULAR DA OLU-YAKMA GELENEGI

Veli SEVIN

Urartu uygarliginda olii-yakma (kremasyon) adetinin varhig:
ve bu konunun ayrintilarina yeterince egilinmis degildir. Ilk olarak
Igdir, Arin-Berd, Nor-Ares ve Altintepe nekropollerinin bulunusu
sonucunda, Urartular’in kremasyonu normal bir gémme bigimi ola-
rak kullandiklar: anlagilmig ve fakat bu gelenegin yalnizea halk ya
da Urartu kokenli olmayan kimselerce benimsendigi tartismasizca
kabul edilmigti*. Ancak yeni aragtirmalar bu goriisiin dogrulugunu
kanitlamamigtir. Bu nedenle burada yeniden gozden gecirilmesi ya-
rarli olacaktir.

Son yillarda ozellikle Adilcevaz ve Patnos yorelerindeki Urartu
nekropollerinde yapilan aragtirmalar, bu sorunlarin hi¢ olmazsa bir
boliimiine dogru coziimler getirebilecek malzemeler saglamaga bas-
lamigtir: Ornegin Ogiin (1974, 444; 1978, 645), genellikle inanila-
nin aksine, kremasyonun yalnizea halk tabakalar: tarafindan degil,
olasilikla yonetim aygitini elinde bulunduran Urartu soylularinca
da kullanilmig olabilecegine, hakli bir gekilde isaret etmis bulun-
maktadir.

Biz burada, hem de goriisii destekleyen ve hem de Urartu me-
zar mimarisine yepyeni bir tir olarak girecek olan bir kaya yapi-
sin1 tanmitmaga calisacagiz®. Soziinii ettigimiz yapi, Urartu kralligi-

1 Martirosian-Mnatsakanian, Izvestia A.N. Arm. S.8.E., 1958, no. 10, 63
vdd.; Barnett 1963, 197 vd.; Piotrovskii 1966, 46; Piotrovskii 1967, 94; van Loon
1966, 64; Ozgiic 1969, 27; Burney-Lang 152. Gerek Asur ve gerekse Babil'de
belirli mezar tiirlerini belirli halk simiflarma yakistirmamn yanhslhigl anlagil-
migtir. Ornegin Assur'da, oldukca yoksul donatilmig lahitlerin yaminda, dona-
fima ve icine konan armaganlar: yoniinden zengin olarak tamimlanabilecek ba-
sit toprak mezarlara rastlanmgtir: bkz. Haller 1954, 4.

2 Kaya odas1 ilk kez Ed. Schulz tarafindan kesfedilmis, sonradan Leh-
mann-Haupt'ca (Armenien II, 157) ziyaret edilmistir. K. Lake'in Van'daki 1938
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nin bagkenti Tugpa'nin iizerinde yiikseldigi yalcin kayaligin giiney-
dogu ucunda, bugiinkii zemini olusturan Van kenti yikintilarindan
yaklasik olarak 12.00 m. yiikseklikte yer almaktadir (Lev. I/1). Tii-
miiyle sert kalker kayaliga oyulmus yapiya, bugiin giineydeki asagi
sehirden ulagmak olanaksiz gibi goriiniiyorsa da, kayaya oyulmus
kuzeydogu-giineybat: yoniindeki merdiven kalintisi yine de girigin
glineyden yapildigina saglam bir kanit meydana getirmektedir
(Res. 1). Ortalama 1.40 m. genisliginde ve basamak yiiksekligi 0.30
m. olan merdivenin sonunda, biri kaya odasmin o6niinde, Gteki ise
bunun batisinda, kayaya oyulmus iki acik platform yer alir: Bun-
lardan batidaki 1.00 m. yiiksekliginde, boydanboya bir basamakla
iki boliime ayrilmistir; giineydeki yani ondeki dar olan kisimdan
kuzeydeki esas platforma cikis, kuzeybat: kosedeki 0.50 x 0.50 m.
boyutlarinda ve 0.60 m. yiiksekligindeki bir basamakla saglanmisg-
tir. Kaya odasi oniindeki platform ile bunun batisindaki arasinda,
2.80 m. 'lik bir seviye farki vardir; platformlarin én kismindaki ka-
yaya oyulmus basamaklar diginda, her iki platformu birlestiren
bagka bir merdiven diizenine rastlanmaz: Yani batidaki platform-
dan kaya odasinin Gniine gecebilmek icin, merdivenin alttan iiciincii
ve dordiincii basamaklar: hizasina rastlayan bati alt platformundan
merdivene ulasmak gerekmektedir (Lev. I/1, Res. 1-2).

Kaya odasmin giineye bakan cephe kisminda 0.60 m. (distan)
0.70 m. (icten) x 1.03 m. boyutlarinda dikdortgen bir kapr yer alir;
1.50 m. derinligindeki kap1 gecidi bir koridor gériiniimiindedir. Bu
alcak gecidin nasil kapatildigl konusu aciklikla anlagilamamistir.
Ancak gerek kapi gecidinin bat1 yan duvari iizerinde ve gerekse
dogu kosede, gecidin tabanina acilmis iki oyugun bir kanat diizeni-
ne ait olmasi olasidir. Cephede, kapinin iist kisminda ise diizgiin se-
kil vermeyen fakat insan eliyle bicimlendirilmig bir kaya oyugu
bulunmaktadir (Lev. I/1 / Res. 2).

Kap1 gecidinden gecilerek dikdortgen planli kaya odasina ula-
gilir: Odanin boyutlar: 4.10 x 7.00 m. ’dir. Taban ve 3.25 m. yiiksek-
ligindeki tavan diizdiir; her ikisi de oldukeca 6zenli bir kaya iscili-

yilt calismalarina ait haritasinda yapr «Cave 1» olarak isaretlenmistir; bkz.
M. Korfmann «Die Ausgrabungen von Kirsopp und Silva Lake in den Jahren
1938 und 1939 am Burgfelsen von (Tuspa) und in Kaleciks, Berytus 25, 1977,
174.
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gini gosterir. Odanmin giineydogu kogesindeki kapi gecidinin tam
kargisina, yani kuzeyine rastlayan uzun duvarla bati ve dogu kisa
duvarlar: iizerine, oda tabanindan 1.00 m. yiikseklikte, dikdortgen
planli ii¢ biiyiik nig oyulmustur. Bunlardan kuzeydeki uzun yiiz tize-
rinde olami 6.60 m. genislik, 0.70 m. derinlik ve 0.70 m. yiiksekli-
gindedir; bat1 ve dogu kisa yiizleri iizerindeki her iki nis ise 3.60 m.
genislik, 0.70 m. derinlik ve 0.70 m. yiiksekligindedir (Res. 1-3).
Kuzey biiyiik niginin tabaninda 38 adet, bati ve dogu niglerinin ta-
banlarinda ise 20 serden 40 adet oyuk bulunmaktadir; oyuklarin
caplar1 ortalama 0.16 m., derinlikleri ise 0.03 m. kadardir. Nisler
yer yer tahrip olmuslarsa da bu cukurluklarin karsiiklh ikili sira-
lar halinde yerlestirilmis olduklar1 hemen anlagilabilmektedir. Dogu
ve kuzey nigleri iizerindeki kaya catlaklar1 kesilip yuva haline ge-
tirilerek, catlaklar bu yuvalara konan tas bloklarla onarilmis, boy-
lece de oyuk sayisinin azalmasina engel olunmustur.

Kayaya oyulmus bir salonun yan duvarlarina acilmis iig genis
nis ve bunlarin icine yerlestirilmis 78 adet oyuk iceren bdyle bir oda
hangi amaca hizmet etmig olabilirdi?

Ulasilmas1 hayli giic bir kayaliga oyulmus bulunan bu kaya
odasinin islevi konusunda kanimea fazla bir kugkuya yer yoktur.
Bilebildigim kadariyla, Urartu kaya mimarhgnda, Kuzeybat1 Iran’-
daki Karmyarik kaya odas1 (Kleiss 1968, 36, Abb. 27, Taf. 12/2)
diginda, bunun benzeri bir bagka yapiya rastlanilmis degildir.
Buna karsilik mezar odalarinin iclerindeki niglerde bu sekildeki ¢u-
kurluklarin varhigim Altintepe?, Kayalidere (Burney 1966, P1. XXIV-
C) ve Palu mezarlarindan bilmekteyiz:. Ayrica kiiciik cukurluklara
sahip olmamakla birlikte, dikdortgen bir plan veren ve icine urne-
ler yerlestirilmis genis mezar nislerinin varhgin Adilcevaz H ka-

3 Ozgiic 1966, 16, Lev. VIII/2. Ozgiic Altintepe mezar odalari iginde hig
bir kremasyon gomii izine rastlanmamg oldugunu bildirmekteyse de, gerek
1938'deki kacak kazlarda bulunmus omuzu iki delikli ii¢ tun¢ vazo (R.D. Bar-
nett ve N. Gokce, AntSt 3, 1953, Pl XVI/2-4) ve gerekse kendi kazilarmda
elde edilmis, pismig topraktan, omuzu iki delikli kaplarin (bkz. K. Emre,
Belleten 131, 1969, 280, Res. 1., Lev. I/1-3) urne olduklarina kesin goziiyle ba-
kahbiliriz. Nitekim Barnett 1963, 193 vd."da bu tiir kaplar icin aynen sunlari
sbyler «The wrns were thus not a special sepulchral pottery, but were pierced
with holes apparently for the soul to emerge. Pols without ashes had no hole.»
Bu ifadeye karsin Urartularin yalmzca omuzu iki delikli kaplar:i urne olarak
kullandiklarmmi da sanmamak gerekir: bkz. Ogiin 1974, 446; Ogiin 1978, 662.
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yalig1 1 no’lu mezardan 6grenmis bulunmaktayiz (Ogiin 1978, 661,
Textabb. 7). _

Onceden de hakl olarak isaret edilmis oldugu iizere, mezar oda-
larindaki niglerin -hi¢c olmazsa biiyiik bir béliimiiniin- ister cukurlu
ister cukursuz olsun, ya tiimiiyle ya da kismen yakilmig odliilerin kil
ve kemiklerinin icine kondugu kaplarin yerlestirilmesi amaciyla ya-
pildiklar: kabul edilebilir (Ogiin 1974, 444; Ogiin 1978, 645). Boy-
lece Van kayaliginin giineydogusundaki oda ve bunun tek benzeri
olan Kuzeybati Iran’daki Karniyarik kaya salonunun birer kremas-
yon mezarl (columbarium) olmalary bizce cok olasi goriinmektedir.
Ayrica, her ne kadar Van kayaligindaki amitsal mezarlarin kapila-
rindan farkhiysa da (Lev. II/1-2), yiiksekligi yalmzca 1.03 m. olan
bu tipte bir kapinin diinyevi bir iglevi oldugu diisiiniilemez. Oysa bu
tiirde alcak kapilarin varligini pek cok Urartu mezarindan tani-
maktayiz (Krsl. Ozgiic 1969, Lev. XIV/2; Ogiin 1978, Taf. CLIII/7)
(Lev. 1/2). Nihayet, Van kayaligi iizerindeki irili ufakh yedi kaya
yapisinin birer mezar olarak hizmet gérdiigii seklindeki hakl genel
kaniya dayanarak (Piotrovskii 1966, 299 vdd.; Burney 1966, 106 vd.;
Piotrovskii 1967, 62; van Loon 1966, 60 vdd.; Ozgiic 1969, 26; Bur-
ney-Lang 107, 145 vd.), bu odanin da bir mezar olarak kullamlmis
oldugunu kabul etmek pek yanlig olmasa gerektir. Ciinkii aksi dii-
giiniilecek olursa, cok alcak kapisiyla yalnizea iic biiyiik nig iceren
bu kaya odasinin iglevi sorununa kolay bir yorum getirilemez.

Kaya odasmn bir columbarium oldugu kabul edilecek olursa,
bu columbarium’daki urneler icine konmug yamik cesetlerin de
Urartu soylularina ait oldugunu diisiinmek gerekir. Ciinkii yoksul
va da zengin halk tabakalarindan fertlerin ya da biiyiik ailelerin,
kendilerine mezar olarak bu derece biiylik ve iyi islenmis bir anit-
mezar yaptiramayacaklari, hele bu amit-mezar1 baskentin dik ka-
yalik yamaclar: iizerine insa edemiyecekleri hemen kabul edilmeli-
dir. Ayrica, bu kaya odas1 gerek boyutlar, gerek iscilik ve plan ve
gerekse cok sert olan mermerlesmis kalker cinsi gbzéniine alinarak,
halk mezarlariyla kiyaslanacak olursa aradaki farkin bir hayli bii-
yiik oldugu hemen ortaya cikar. Gerek duvarlar ve gerekse bu du-
varlara oyulmus niglerin cok o6zenli isciligini, halk mezarlarinin ka-

4  Assur’da, Yeni Aséur ddnemine ait cok az sayida kremasyon mezardan
biri (Grab 673) ii¢ taraf: tasla cevrili bir nis icine yerlestirilmisti: bkz. Haller
1954, 53, Abb. 63. )
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baliga kagan aceleciligiyle kiyaslamak olas1 degildir. Hele bu ikineci
tiirdeki mezarlarin cogu kez pek yumusgak tif ya da nerdeyse tebe-
gir yumusakhgindaki holosen kalker cinsi kayalara ve daima yer
altina oyuldugu diigiiniilecek olursa, kiyas olanaginin giderek azal-
dig1 belirginlesir. Bu nedenlerin 1si1ginda, Van kalesinin giineydogu
eteklerindeki kremasyon odasini, halk mezarlarindan ¢ok, yine aym
kayaliktaki 6teki mezar odalanyla karsilagtirmanmin daha dogru
olacagl aciktir. Bu yiizden de kremasyon mezarinin, Urartu halkin-
dan c¢ok Urartu soylularina ait oldugunu soéyleyebiliriz.

Bu kaya yapisi sayesinde Urartularin yeni bir mezar tipini de
6grenmis bulunuyoruz. Kuzeybat: Iran’daki Karniyarik mezarinin
da ayni isleve, yani kremasyon mezari (columbarium) olarak gorev
yaptigina inanmak gerekir. Gerg¢i her iki columbarium arasinda,
Karniyarik'taki derin cukurun varhgi ve urnelerin, salonun yan du-
varlarina oyulmus nigler yerine, banklar iizerine yerlestirilmig ol-
mas1 yiiziinden, baz farklar goézlenebilmekteyse de, bu ayrintilarin
mezar odasimmn islevi sorununa degisik bir ¢oziim getirecegini san-
miyorum.

Sonuc olarak, Urartular’in kremasyon gérenegini, en iistten en
alt tabakaya degin, ayirim gozetmeksizin uygulamig olduklarina
inandigimiz1 belirtmek isteriz.

Bizim bu yapiy: bir kremasyon mezari olarak nitelememize kar-
sin, Urartular doneminde mezar salonunun tabanina yakilmamig is-
kelet de birakihip birakilmadigl konusunda hic bir bilgiye sahip de-
giliz. Ancak Urartu prens ve kral mezarlarinda, halk mezarlarindan
farkh olarak (bkz. Ogiin 1974, 446; Ogiin 1978, Textabb 7), ceset-
lerin mezarin tabanina geligigiizel yatirilmayip, 6nceden hazirlan-
mis tekneler ya da yiiksekce platformlara yerlestirilmis oldugunu
bilmekteyiz: Van kalesindeki Ickale, Neft-Kuyu ve «Great Cavesde
denen Dogu mezarlariyla (C.F. Lehmann-Haupt, Armenien 1I, 146-
47, 150-51; Piotrovskii 1966, fig. 60, 62-3), Kayalidere A mezarinin
3 no’lu odasindaki kayaya oyulmusg tekne (Burney 1966, Res. 22,
Lev. XXIIIc) ve Altintepe lahitleri (Ozgiic 1969, Res. 18, Lev. XV)
bunun en giizel kanmitlarin temsil ederler. Bu verilerden hareketle,
Van Kalesinin giineydogu ucundaki yapiya yalnizea yakilmig kim-
selerin goémiilmiis oldugunu kabul etmenin daha dogru olacagini
O6nermek istiyorum.



A ROCK-CUT COLUMBARIUM FROM VAN KALE
AND THE URARTIAN CREMATION RITE

Veli SEVIN

The cremation rite has not yet been satisfactorily established
in the Urartian civilisation. In the light of some early excavated
Urartian cemeteries such as Igdir, Arin-Berd, Nor-Aresh and Alfin-
tepe it has been asserted that cremation was only practised by or-
dinary citizens or soldiers, while members of the Urartian nobility
were inhumed?. But the evidence now available necessitates a re-
examination of this problem.

Recently B. Ogiin (1974, 444; 1978, 645), who notably worked
on the Urartian cemeteries at Adilcevaz and Patnos areas, had some
positive evidence of the Urartian cremation rite: for instance, he
rightly proposed, as a result of his excavations, that cremation was
applied amongst all classes of people, rich and poor, ordinary and
noble, without distinction.

We will try here to present confirmative evidence on the sub-
ject together with a new type of rock-cut building which is unique
among the Urartian tombs so far considered. This building is
situated on the south-east end of the citadel rock of famous Tushpa,
and rises roughly twelve meters above the ruined remains of the

1 H. Martirosian and H. Mnatsakanian, Izvestic A.N. Arm. S8.8.R., 10,
1958, 63 ff.; Barnett 1963, 197 f.; Piotrovskii 1966, 46; Piotrovskii 1967, 94;
van Loon 1966, 64; Ozgiic 1969, 72; Burney-Lang 152. It is known that there is
no distinctive tomb type for the different classes of people in both Assur and
Babylon: for example, besides richly equipped simple earth graves, there are
some poorly gifted sarcophagi in Assur, as well: see Haller 1954, 4.
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Turkish city of Van, destroyed by the Russians in 1916 (PL I/1)%
The building, completely hewn out of the hard crystalline limesto-
ne, is placed on such a rocky slope that the entrance from the south
today seems quite inaccessible but, the rock-cut stairs from the
northeast-southwest direction indicates that access was from the
south (Fig. 1). At the end of the stairs, approximately 1.40 m in
width and 0.30 m in height, are two open-air platforms, one on the
front of the rock building and other on its west, again carved into
the rock. The latter is divided into two sections by a step, 1.00 m
in height; at the northwest corner of the southern section of the
platform a raised area, 0.50 m in depth and 0.60 m in height, leads
to the upper or northern part of it. 2.80 m above the floor of the
western platform lies eastern platform. Apart from the rock-cut
stairs, there is no trace of a connection between the two platforms.
So that, in order to reach the eastern platform from the west it is
necessary to take the stairs from the lower component of the wes-
tern platform (PL I/1, Fig. 1-2).

The door of the building is towards the south and the doorway
itself is of the rectangular form and measures 1.03 m in height and
0.60 - 0.70 m in width (the entrance 1.50 m long). It is carved out
of the vertically cut rock face, and there are two small hollows in
the corridor, one on the western face of its wall, and other on the
bottom. The precise significance of these hollows, however, remains
uncertain. Above the front of the door stands a roughly carved niche
of which the function is again unknown (Pl I/1/Fig. 2).

The door leading from the outside is located in the corner of
the southeast wall of the chamber of which measures are 7.00 me-
ters long and 4.10 meters wide. The height of the chamber is 3.25
meters, and the flat roof and its floor shows graceful workmanship.
The outstanding features of the chamber are the three rectangular,
large, rock-cut niches in the north, west and east walls: long north

2 The rock-cut chamber was found by E.F. Schulz, and later visited by
C.F. Lehmann-Haupt. There is, however, only incorrect and insufficient knowled-
ge about the building: see Armenien II, 157. The rock-cut chamber is indicated
on K. Lake's plan made in 1938 as «Cave 1», see M. Korfmann, «Die Ausgrabun-
gen von Kirsopp und Silva Lake in den Jahren 1938 und 1939 am Burgfelsen
von (Tuipa) und in Kalecik», Berytus 25, 1977, 174..
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niche is 6.60 m in width, 0.70 m in depth and 0.70 m in height; the
west and east short niches are 3.60 m in width, 0.70 m in depth and
0.70 m in height (Fig. 1-3). These niches are unique in having to-
tally no less than seventy-eight small bowl-shaped, round-bottomed,
circular (0.16 m in diameter) depressions cut in their floors. The
stepped ledges in the niches are probably simply cut out of faulty
areas of the bedrock for insertion masonry filling.

What was the exact function of such an inaccessible rock-cut
chamber containing only three large rectangular niches together
with seventy-eight circular depressions in it?

The function of the chamber, hewn out in such inaccessible
place, I think, is beyond doubt. As far as I know, no similar building
has as yet been found in Urartian territory except the rock-cut
chamber near the foot of Karniyarik, a hill overlooking the plain
of Shahpur, in nortwestern Iran (Kleiss 1968, 36, Abb. 27, Taf. 12/
2). Nevertheless we are not unfamiliar with niches having such dep-
ressions from Altintepe®, Kayalidere (Burney 1966, Pl. XXIV-C) and
Palu®. On the other hand, at the necropolis of Adilcevaz (Ogiin 1978,
661, Textabb 7) it was found out that large tomb niches showing no
depressions were used for the urns by Urartians,

It seems quite possible that the tomb niches with or without
depressions were made for the urns (Ogiin 1974, 444; 1978, 645).
Hence it seems most likely that both, the chambers of Van and Kar-
niyarik, are the rooms used for the cremated bodies. Though it

3 Ozgiic 1969, 67, Pl. VII/2. Though Ozgiic reports no trace of crema-
tion in the tomb chambers of Altintepe, both the three double holed bronze
vessels found during the illegal digging in 1938 (R.D. Barnett and N. Gékee,
AntSt 3, 1953, Pl. XVI/2-4), and the same kind terra cotta vessels unearthed
in his excavations are certainly cremation urns (see K. Emre, Belleten 131,
1969, 280, fig. 1, PL. I/1-3). As a matter of fact, Barnett 1963, 193 ff. comments
on the same kind of vessels as follows : «The urns were thus not a special
sepulchral pottery, but were pierced with holes apparently for the soul to
emerge. Pots without ashes had no holes. Despite Barnett’'s statement, it seems
unlikely that the Urartians only used two holed urns for their cremated bodies:
see Ogiin 1974, 446; Ogiin 1978, 662.

4 One of the very few cremation tombs of the Neo-Assyrian period from
Assur was placed in a niche surrounded by stone slabs on its three sides (Grab
673): see Haller 1954, 53, Abb. 63,
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differs from the other doors of the monumental tombs of Van Kale
(Pl. II/1-2), such type a low door cannot have been used for pro-
fane purposes. As a matter of fact, we are not unfamiliar with small
doors, examples of which are known from a number of recently
excavated Urartian tombs at the Patnos region (Cf. Ozgiic 1969,
Pl XIV/2; Ogiin 1978, Taf. CLIII/7) (Pl I/2). Taking into account
the general assumption that the four rock-cut buildings, so far
known, still standing on the citadel of Van, once served as tombs
rather than living quarters (Piotrovskii 1966, 299; Burney 1966,
106 f.; van Loon 1966, 60 ff.; Piotrovskii 1967, 62; Ozgiic 1969, 26;
Burney-Lang 107, 145 £.), we can finally say that the rock-cut room
considered above seems to have been employed as a columbarium.

If this assumption is correct, it can be accepted that the cre-
mated bodies, placed to the urns of columbarium, may well have
been those of Urartian nobles. For neither wealthy nor poor classes
of ordinary people can have had the privilege of building a monu-
mental tomb on the citadel of Tushpa, the Urartian capital. On the
other hand, judgeing from the dimensions, workmanship and also
the quality of the rock, it can be inferred that the columbarium
shows entirely different characteristics to the tombs of ordinary
people. It is not possible to compare the graceful touch of its walls
and niches with those of the roughly and quickly shaped ordinary
tombs. These tombs, built always under the earth, are very often
cut in a poor quality of voleanic tufa. In the light of above men-
tioned evidence, it is obvious that the columbarium is more related
to the other tombs of the Van citadel rather than the simple rock-
cut graves unrevealed in many legal or illegal excavations, especially
in the Patnos region and its environs. So it may well be said that
the owners of the columbarium were not ordinary citizens but nob-
les.

Thanks to the rock-cut building, we have learned of a new type
of Urartian tomb. It can be accepted that the tomb near the foot of
Karmyarik Tepe was also used as a columbarium by the Urartians,
and its function was presumably the same. Although there are some
differences between both of these tombs, any other function for
the chambers remains much more speculative, owing to the plun-
dering of the tombs and the absence of any comparative evidence.
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We finally want to propose, in the light of present evidence,
that cremation was practised by all classes of Urartian people, from
top to bottom, without distinction.

Despite our suggestion upon the rock-cut building of Van Kale
we have no evidence for whether the inhumed burials were laid out
on its floor. Contrary to the simple graves (see Ogiin 1974, 446;
Ogiin 1978, Textabb 7), however, in the tombs of the king and prince
bodies were not disorderly placed on to the floors but placed in some
sarcophagi or on raised platforms as seen at Van Kale (Ickale,
Naft—kuyu, Great Cave) (Armenien II, 146-47; 150-51, Piotrovskii
1966, figs. 60, 62-3), Kayalidere, Tomb A Room 3 (Burney 19686,
Fig. 22, Pl. XXIIIc) and Altintepe, Tomb III (Ozgiic 1969, Fig. 18,
Pl. XV). As a result, it can be pointed out that only the cremated
bodies were buried in the rock-cut building of Van Kale.
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V.SEVIN Levha/Plate I

1 Kremasyon mezarmmin genel gdriiniigii, cepheden.
General view of the columbarium, srom front.

2 Dedeli’den bir Urartu mezarimin girisi.
Entrance of an Urartian tomb from Dedeli.



Levha/Plate IT _ V. SEVIN

1 Dogu Mezar1 giris kapisi, cepheden.
Entrance to the Great Cave, from
front.

2 Neft-Kuyu Mezar giris kapisi,
icten.
Entrance to the Neft-kuyu cave,
from inside.




