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DASKYI.EİON

FERRUH MALIKHZADE

After the victory in 546 B.C. of Cyrus över Croesus, king of Lydia, the 
Persian.s held sovereignty in Anatolia for a period of about two centuries, 
that is, until the time of the attack of Alcxander the Great on Iran'. 
4ccording to Achaemcnian inseriptions four out of thirty-one satrapie.s 
were in Anatolia, Cappadocia, Sardis, lonia and Caria^.

The Corning and going of governmental officials and artists and of the 
inliabitants of Anatolia for cducational as wcll as political purposes and for 
trade with the Persian heartland made the Anatolians familiar with 
Pcrsian arts. The satrapies, which wcre units of the Persian government, 
assisted inthi.s proccss. Conscqnently the native arti.sts of Anatolia used Pcr­
sian .styles and ınotifs in thcir plastic. arts. \Ve recognize these cffccts in tvorks 
of art which havc reınaincd froın that piiriod. Most of these traces arc to bc 
discovered in the ccntcrs of the satrapies.

'3 Speaking of Achaeınenian art,it is obvious that after construeting Susa, 
Pasargadac, Persepolis and other iınportant Achaemcnian centers, Persian 
art, and cspecially Persian arehiteeture, was introduccd gradually and in a 
modificd form. The subjected artists copied thcnı. On thi.s account the local 
artists of Asia IVlinor in creating their produets used the Achaeınenian deve- 
lopcd form of art. The royal road, one of the most imjıortant road.s in Achae- 
menid time, passed partly through Anatolia. This road began in Ephesus 
and after going through Sardis, Phrygia, Cappadocia and Cilicia eventually

I
I 
I

' A. T. OlmsleiKİ, History of che Pcrsian Empire, Chicagıı 1948, pp. 34-59, 495-505.
2 R. G. Kent, “Old Persian Inscriplîons”, JAOS LI, (1931); Llll (1933); LIV (1934);

R. N. Sharp, The inseriptions in old Persian cuneifornı of the Achaemenian Enıperors, lehraıı 
1970, pp. 30, 80, 82, 90, 116, 128. Herod., 111. 90.

The Cambridı^e Ancient History, IV. Cambridge 1960, p. 199 ff.
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ended in Susa'. This iınportant highway conneeted the Irauian cities wilh 
those of Anatolia. These contacts were political, military, comınercial and 
cultural.

Therc arc several Achaemenian ınonuınental uorks of art, as well as soıue 
inseribed documents which vere found in Anatolia. Through these objects 
one can observe mutual developments in Iran and Anatolia during the 
period of Persian Empire that could be summarized and divided into several 
catcgorics as follovs: I

I

I- Reliefs

II- Inscribed ınatcrial and impressions

III- Decorative objects

IV- Architectural remains

V- Tombs and graves

VI— Unciassified objects

I- RELİEFS:

Since Achacmenid architecture such as at Persejıolis and Pasargadae 
seems to be preplanned,the artists had to folloıvthe orderof the plan. More-
över in Achaemenian architecture, espccially in Ihe fornıal, the reliefs were
employed to decorate it according to the importance of the different units
of the whole complex. One can imaginc that the sculpture was at the service 
of architecture, especially whcn we face the architectural sculpture. It is obvious
that the artists were not free to choose their own subjects and to use their
own persoual ingenuity because they had to do what they were told. The
Aıiatolian masters, on the contrary, had nıore freedom to choose their
own subjects and could follow their own artistle desires. I

Regarding these facts, one can observe soıne motifs in Aıiatolian reliefs 
ıvhich arc missing in Persia. Sacrificial scenes, riding vomen, hunting sccncs, 
banquet scenes, ete., arc interesting and worth studying.

> Ibid., pp. 199-203; Ilerod., V, 51-2.
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Our Aıiatolian sourccs for reliefs conıc from the villages of Ergili-*,  Çavuş- 
köy-"', Yeniceköy^, Çeçtepe^ and Sardis^.

* Metıdel. cat. III, p. 564, 572; Macrİdy. -.4/1, (1912), p. 583; “Reliefs Greco-Perses 
de la region de Dascyleion” BC7/, XXXVII (1913), pp. 340-357; E. Akurgal, Die Kunst Anatoliens. 
Berlin 1961, p, 169; R; Ghirshman, Pers^ proto Iraniens, Medes^ AchemenideSy Paris 1963, pp. 
347-348 ff; E. Herzfeld, Am Tor von Asien, 1920, p. 24 ff; A, U. Pope, y4 Survey' of Persian Art.

London 1938, p. 103; X, Dolunay, “Reliefs discoverd at Dascyleion (Ergili)” tstanbul 
Arkeoloji Müceleri Yıllığı (Aunual of the 2\.rchaeological Museums of İstanbul) 13-14, (1966),

der hoııar-i irukhamanaslıi” Kevue de la Faculte des
Lettres et des Sciences Humaines, No. 1-2, s. 16, Tehran pp. 82-123.

Mendelcat. 111, p. 275 No. 1054; Macrİdy, BCH XXXVII, (1913), pp. 355-6; E.
, p. 172; JIIS XXVi, (1906), p. 26; R. Ghirshman, op. cit..

,1. A. Munro, JIIS XXXII, pp. 66-7; Rodeınvaldt, Griechische Reliefs in Lykien, 1933, 
pp. 5 ff.

’ N. Eırath, “Uşak-Selcikler kazısı ve çevre araştırmaları 1966-1970” Türk Arkeoloji 
Dergisi^ XIX-II (1972), pp. 121-2; .1. Borehhardt, “Epichirisehe, graeco-pcrsisch beeinflusste 
Relief in Kilikicn”, Istanbulcr Mitteilungen, 18, (1968), p. 209; P. Bernard, Syria, 42, (1965), 
\V. Ramsay, AJA, (1891), p. 504; M. Chamonard, BCIf 17, (1893), p. 39-51; Mellink, AJA 
72, (1968), p. 144.

\V. H. BuckIcr, Sardis Vf Part II, London 1924, p. 36, pl. IV; II. Th. Uosscrl, Altana- 
tolien, Berlin 1942, p. 27, No. 192.

S. A. Montgomery, JAOS XXVII (1907), pp. 164-7.
A. Dııpont Sommer, “Une inscriplion Arameenne in€dile de Bahadırlı (CiHcia)'* Jahr- 

bttch fiir Kleinasiatische Forschung, Band TI-Heft 1-2, (1965), pp. 200-209.
A. Dupont Sommer, Jahrbuchfiir Kleinasiatisrhe Forschung^ (1951),pp.44-46.
Charles C. Torrey, “An Aramaic inscriplioıı fronı Cilicia in the Muscnın of Vale Lnivcr- 

sity” JAOS XXXV, (1915), pp. 370-374.
Th. Nöldeke, Zeitsckrift fiir Assyriologie, Flf (1892), pp. 350-353.
W. II. BuckIcr, Sartİis, VI, Part II, Leyden 1924. pp. 1-3; Paul Kahle, Eerdinand Som- 

mer, “Dic Lydisch- Araınaische bilinguc” Kleinasiatische Forsehung^ Band 1, Heft 1, 1972, p. 80.
A. Dupont-Soınmer, “L’Inscription/kraınecn de Daskylcİon” ./InnnaZ of the Archaeolo~ 

gical Museums of İstanbul. 13-14, (1966), p. 97-112.

II- INSCRİBED MATERIAL AND İMPRESSİONS:

Inscriptions from the Persian period in Anatolia, which are writtcn in 
the Aramaic language, were discovered at Göznc^», Bahadırluo, Hemitcn, Kese-
gek-Köy*-  and Saraidiıd^ (in Cilicia); at Sardis’** 
Phrygia.

(Lydia) and at Ergiliıs in

Thcre is however only one wlıich is written in okl Persian. TlıLs inscrip- 
tion belongs to the Achaemenian kİng Xerxes5 in twenty-seven lines, in a 
reccs.s in the wall of the fort at Van. Elamitc and Babylonian inscriptioııs 
in the same number of lines are engraved alongsidc.

p. 97-112; F. Malckzadeh, “Nogosh zan

Akurgal. Dic Kunst Anatoliens 
p. 317-348.

6

a
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13
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The hııllae which wcre discovcrcd froın Ergili arc about 300 in nunıber, 
and ıno.stly show the struggles betwcen man and lion, or pricst (i.e.,Mog) 
and lion. These scene.s are almost similarto the reliefs of Persepolis. Further- 
morc, among these scenes there are soıne ıvhich are known as legcnds in old 
Persian or Aramaic. İn a nunıber of these legends the name of Xerxes can be 
read<®.

III DECORATIVE OBJECTS:

The golden objects, such as riugs, bracelı-.ts, ueckIaces, and golden shects
for application on ıvooden furnitııre 
di.scovcrcd in a scientifie excavation>7.

eoıne froın tlıe Sardis collection.

IV- ARCHITECTURAL REMAINS:

From the remains of the foundations of the palaoe at Larisa, (palace 1), 
it is evident that thc plan has been made under the influence of the Persian 
Apadanas’8. In general it is similar to the plan of “Bit-IIilani”.

TOMBS AND GRAVES:

Tombs with high structures are found at Xanthos in Lycia, wherc the 
chambers of the graves were built in thc upper part”. At Xanthos in Lycia
there are also graves in other styles, among which thc “Nereids” can be
ınentioned.20 In tlıe province of Gölbaşı in Trysa, there are Heroa^ı.

1 A J. Bochlau, “Larûsa hafriyatı hakkında rapor, ilkbahar 1932”. TTAED, I, (1933), pp.

’’ Fcllows, Journal

I

K. Balkan, “İnscribed Bulinc froın Daskylcion” Anatolia IV, (1959), p. 123-128.

>’ C. Bntler, Sardis I, 1922, p. 124 ff; C. D. Cıırtis, Sardis XIII, Roma 1925, pp. 11-15, 
36-40, 44-46.

107-112; Mükerrem Usman, Antik devir Küçük Asya evleri, İstanbul 1958, pp. 13-18.

*’ E. Akurgal, Ilie Kunsl Analoliens.......... .  p. 294-297.

in Asta Minor^ 1838, p. 233.

2' F. Vi’inlcr, Kunstgescbicbte in Bildern. Neue Bearbeilung. T. Leîpzig, p. 262; F. Eichlcr, 
Die Beliefs des Ileroon von Cjölbascbi Trysa^ Wien 1950, p. 7-8, 48 tafel I; Rcndorf-Nicnıann, Das 
ileroon von Gjölbascbi-Trysoy^^ ivn 1889, P. 51: F. Kocpp, Zum irestfries des Heroon von Cjölba~ 
scbi, XXn, 1907, P. 70-77.
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A grave near tlıe village of Foça has its bıu’ial chaınbcr locatcd in the 
lower part22. The upper part is made in iınitation of the toınb of Cyrus in 
l’asareadae.h'

“The Sareophagus of the Satrap” wlıich was diseovcrcd in Sidon has 
reliefs on four sides. These reliefs show scenes ofhunting, feasts, ete. It was 
built to the order of a Persian satrap, therefore the Anatolian artist has used 
Persian motifs on the sareophagus^^.

VI- UNCLASSIFIED OBJECTS:

There are some other works renıaining froın thi.s period:

A fire altar, froın Bünyan illage in Cappadocia, was made for 
religious purposes. Ali four sides of this altar are decorated with reliefs, 
among which a figüre of a Mog can be distinguishcd--'. This altar resemble.s 
very much thc one secn at Narjsh- i-Rustam.

İn all of the scenes, even hunting and fighting, there exists a tone of ıjuiet- 
ness. Almost all of the figures have clothes similar to those of the Medians.

.Vs seen above, ınost of the historical documents of thc Achaemenian 
period in Anatolia have been found in Ergili village or it.s en^'irons.

Objects shovıdng Persian influence were first discovcrcd at Yeniceköy 
and Çavuşköy near Manyas.

The last of those stelae entered the İstanbul Archacological Museunı in 
1904. Photographs show that reliefs were found at Yeniceköy, but they arc 
probahly lost. In 1907 objects in the Grcco-Persian stylc were found at Ergili, 
on the south-cast of the lake of Manyas, and transferred to the İstanbul 
Archacological Mnseum in the same year.

In 1953 researehes made at Ergili by Ekrem Akurgal and Nezih Fıratlı 
led to thc discovery of a relicf Iragnıcnt in the Greco-Persian stylc.

23

C. \Veber, “Trois ToınbeauK Jİrchîiirjucs” RA, (1885), p. 129-136; Pcrrot-Chipicn, 
Historie de l'art dans RAntiquite, P, Paris^ p. 67-69; E. Akurgal, Die Kunsl Anato/icns.p, 
294-295.

Hamdı Bcy-Tlıcodore Reinaclı, Hnc necropole Royalea Sîdorty Paris 1892, p. 187; Mcndel 
cal, I, p. 33 ff; Klccınaım, Der Salrapen - Sarbophag aus Sıdon, Bcrliu 1958, p. 9 ff.

2"* K. Bittcl, Türk Arkeoloji Dergisi, Vl-2, (1956), p. 43-45; E. .Akurgal, Die Kıtnsf 
Analoliens..., Bcrliu 1961, p. 173. Fig 120; F. Malekzadclı, “Atashdani -\z duran Mad ya Hak- 
lıamauc-shi der Kapadukya” Alejelleye Barrasikâ-ye 7«n7,7u (Historical Studies of Iran), Vol. 
VI-2, (1971), p. 2-32.
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In 1955 during researches made in the cnvirons of the saıne exeavations 
another fragment of a stela was found. The horseman, his two attendants 
and the moldings conform e.vactly to those of that first stela.

In the excavations made at Ergili by Ekrem .Akurgal in 1954 and 195.5 
were found hundreds of bullae in the Greco-Persian style, some of which 
are in old Persian and Aramaic seript.

Ekrem ıVkurgal, rciying on the bullae which he discovered, ascertaincd 
that Ergili occupies the site of Daskyleion, the centre of the Satrapy of Pro­
pontis. The Aramaic and old Persian inseriptions discovered in those e.xca- 
vations were published later by Kemal Balkan, whü ascertaincd that a largc 
number of them belonged to the corrcspondcnce exchangcd between Xerxcs 
and the satrap of Daskyleion.

In 1964, three more stelae were brought to the .Archaeological Museum 
at İstanbul. On one of them Aramaic writing was present. These writiugs 
were studicd by Dupont Sonımer, and an articlc about ali three was published 
by Necati Dolunay.

We can say the following aboııt the Persian period of Daskyleion. The 
Hellespontine and Propontis rcgion.s ıverc incorporated into the Achaenıenid 
Empire alrcady by Cyrus after his conquest of Lydia in 546 B.C.

The Capital of the Satrapy of Hellespontine Phrygia or Tyaiy Drayahuya
4&IThose of the Sea”, was Daskyleion.; the first rccordeıl satrap of Daskyleion
was Mitrobates who was assassinated during the reign of Cambyses II by 
Orottes, the satrap of Sardis.

Darius I after getting rid of the confusion caused by Bardia, had recstab- 
lished his rule över the satrapies of westcrn Asia Minör, Sardis, lonia and 
Daskyleion. During Darius, canıpaign in Scythia, the seat of Daskyleion’s 
satrapy was occupied by the satrap Megabazus. Despite the disturbances 
toward the end of the reign of Darius, Megabazus kept loyal to the Empire.

According to Herodotus a certaiıı Megabates was ruling as satrap in Das­
kyleion after the dcfeat of the Persian arıny at Plataca. However, he was rc-
placsd soon hy the Pcrsian noble Artabazus in 476 B.C. as a reward for his 
successful retreat froın Greeoe. This .4ıtabazus founded a herediîarv line of



t

daskyleion 139

satraps in Daskyleion. The royal correspondence witnessed by the royal scal 
impressions on the bullae was perhajıs addressed to these last two satraps. 
The greater part probably wentto Megabates who seems to havc rulcd during
the period of the jıreparation for war and the fighting.

Hasluck tbinks that Daskyleion is somewhere near Bursa. On the other 
hand Munro thinks froın the Grcco-Persian style reliefs found in Ergili, Yenicc- 
köy, and Çavuşköy, that Daskyleion must be situated somewhere east of or 
south-cast of Lake Manyas.

I
Neither of them took into consideraticn a bili found near Ergili. Picaro 

has written an articlc that fjuestions whether Ergili is Daskyleion. Kirşten 
has also written on this subjcct. Macridi and Mendel agree with Munro on 
this subjcct and continue on the same lines. They, too, did not notice the 
hili called Hisar Kalesi. Hisar Kalesi accords well with Kenophon’.s
description of the area.

Since a Satrap’s castle and palaee, bccause of its importance, must be built 
on top of a bili and near an important highvvay, it is probable that this palaee 
was situated on this very hill. ThLs bili is bctween the soutb and north 
higbways.

K. Bittcl believes that during the long history of the satrapy ol 
Daskyleion the site of the palaee ınight also havc been situated elsetvhere than
Ergili, very likely on the south-eastern or Southern shore of Lake Manyas.
But bullae ean be taken as an indication that during the reign of Xerxes I the
Seat of the Satraps of Daskyleion 
Hisar Kalesi.

was probably situated on the ınound of

The excavations at the ınound of Ergili on the southshore of Lake Manyas 
made it possible to determine on the one hand that in this region the Greck
settlenıents wcre founded at İcast by the beginning of the seventh century
(no other documcnts were found belonging to an earlier period), and on
the other hand that the city of Daskyleion was buried under the ınound
of Hisar Kalesi near Ergili. Thus the ancient Daskyleion, the Capital of a 
Persian Satrapy, has been now definitely located at the modern Ergili.

The Persians settied in this place and later on 
surrounded it with a strong wall.

enlarged the eity and
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E. Akurgal, who excavatcd iu Ergili, K. Balkan, wliü studi'.îd tkc 
bullae, and N. Dolunay, wlıo put forward lıis opinions concerning the ııewly 
excavated reliefs, all agree that this placc is the old Daskylcion.

I would likc to see further excavatioııs in Ergili and the surroun- 
ding areas in order to be assured of the exaet origin of Daskylcion.
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DİE GLASEGNDE AUS PITANE (ÇAVDARLI)* *

AuBcr den in der Bibliograplıie des Jalırbııehs des Deutsehcn Arcbaologisehen Instilııls 
aııfgeführtcn Abkiirzungen und Sigelu wcrden hier folgende benutzt: Fossing = P. Fossing, 
Glass Vcssels before Glass-BIo\ving (Kopenbagen 1940). Hardan = D. B. Hardcn, Arch .J. 125, 
1968, 46 ff., Ancient Glass, 1: Pre-Koınan. Mladenova = J. Mladcnova, in J. Venedikov u. a., 
Apollonia. Les fouillcs dans la necropole d’Apollonia en 1947-49 (Sofia 1968) 305 ff. Neubttrg 
F. Neuburg, Antikes Glas (Darnıstadt 1962). Fascuaî = M. V. Pascııal, El vidrio en cl mund» 
antiguo (Bibi. arch. VII, Madrid 1969). V'oSHnhıa — I. Voseinina, in: Die griechische Vase, 
Wiss. Zeitsehr. der Universital Rostock 16, 1967, Hcft 7/8, 555 ff., Frühantike GlasgefaŞe in 
der Frnıitage.

Erst nach Absehlup mciucs Manuskripts erschien der Kalalog von A. v. Saldern-B. ıSültc- 
P. La Baurne - T.K. Haevernick, Clascr der Antike, Samınlung Erwin Oppenlander (1974). 
In diesem Katalog sind vielfaltige Paralleîen zu fast ailen irn Folgenden bchandeltcn Glasem 
zu finden, er kann als eine Art Handbuch füz dieses Gcbiet gclten. Andererseits wird gerade bei 
der Vorlage dieser einınaligen Sammiung autiker Glâser offenbar, wic wichtig die Publikation 
eines in Fundort und Fundzusammenbângen gcsichcrten Komplexcs gerade für dicscn Zweig 
des antiken Kunstge\\erbes ist.

* Zu den bei Fossing 48 f. aufgczalıltcn Beispiclen koınmcu ıı.a. A. von Salderu, Ancient 
Glass of the Boston (1968) Taf. 4 (aus Assos?), G. Langmaıın, in; Festsclırift für F. Eichlcr 
(1967) 113 Abb. 46, 3/4 (aus Ephesos).

vgl. Fossing passiın CIRb. 1 70 Abb. 54. CIKb. III 164 Abb. 156; 17.3 .4bb. 166; 204
Abb. 201; 207 Abb. 204; 213 Abb. 210; 247 Abb. 144; 281 Abb. 277. CIKb. IV 93 Abb. 76; 99 
Abb. 85; 102 Abb. 89; 128 Abb. 108; 138 Abb. 131; 208 Abb. 221; 210 Abb. 223; 237 Abb. 256; 
271 Abb. 297. CIRb. VI-VII I, 329 Abb. 71. CIRb. VI-VII 2, 513 Abb. 40. CIRb. VIII 95 Abb. 
81; 97 Abb. 83. G. Ilavidson \\'einberg, in; Melangcs offerts â K. Micbalowski (Warscbau 1966) 
709 ff. Dies. Dcition 24, 1969 A, 143 ff.

BRİGITTI'; FKEYER- SCHAUENBUKG

Unter den reiclıeu Schalzen, die uns Grabuııgcıı uııd Zufallsfuıule an iler
kleinasiatiscben Wcstkü.ste geschenkl baben, isi cine Denınalergattung l»is- 
ber auffallend schwacb veriretcn: die Glasgcfafic arebaiseber und klassi.scbcr 
Zeitb Auffallend i.st diescr Befund sebon dann, wenn wir an die überau.s
zalılreiclıen (Tİasgcfii^e von Rhodos, iler Kleinasicn unmitlelbar benacb- 
barten inse], dcnkcıP. Zum Tcil wiı d er sicberlicb darauf beruben, da^ gerade 
aus Nekropolen - aus denen die Sandlv mgefiiŞe wübl iiberwiegend herstam- 
mcn2“ - Zufalisfunde oft unkonlrolliert und unverz.eicbnet in jMuseen und

*

I

2

2a vgl. bierzu Anın. 93“.


