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Ozet

Makalede 2002-2003 yillarinda, simdiki adiyla Kiiltiir Varliklar1 ve Miizeler Genel Miidiirliigii’niin
izniyle Bursa ili Golyazi Beldesi’'nde gergeklestirilen 20 giinliik arasgtirmamin  sonuglarina
deginilmektedir. Literatiir taramasi, miize arastirmasi ve arazi ¢alismas: seklinde ii¢ boliimde siirdiiriilen
incelemeler halen devam etmektedir. Makalenin arkeolojik boliimleri ve metni Dr. S. Aybek, mimari
¢izimleri ve restitiisyon ¢aligmalari A. K. Oz tarafindan yapilmistir. Oncelikle bolgede ¢alismamiza
olanak saglayan Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlifi’na ve aragtirmalar siiresince yardimlarim esirgemeyen
Golyaz1 Belediyesi ve Bursa Arkeoloji Miizesi ¢aliganlarina tegekkiirii borg biliriz.

Marmara Denizi’nin giineyindeki yerlesim Bursa’nin yaklasik 35 km. giineybatisindadir. Apollonia Ad
Rhyndacum, Ulubat (Apolyont) Golii’niin kuzeydogusunda goliin i¢ine uzanan yarimada iizerinde
kuruludur (Fig.1-2). Anadolulu Isik Tanris: Apollon’un kentin koruyucu tanrist olmasi ve burada bir
tapmaginin  bulunmas: sehrin adimin Apollonia olarak belirlenmesinde 6énemli etkendir. Ancak
Anadolu’da bulunan aym isimli diger alti kentten ayirt edilebilmesi igin “Mustafakemalpasa Cayi
Uzerindeki Apollonia” anlamina gelen “Apollonia Ad Rhyndacum” kullamilmigtir. Mysia-Bithynia
smirindaki kente ait en eski buluntular MO 4. yy. sikkeleridir (Fig.40 Nr.1-2). Baz1 kaynaklarda
Miletos’un kolonisi olarak kuruldugu belirtilen sehir Pergamon Krallifinin giiciinii arttirdigi dénemlerde
bu giiclin hakimiyeti altina girmistir. Antik kente ait mimari kalmtilar yiizeyde kaldig1 6lgiide
goriilebilmekte ve buluntular da genellikle kagak kazilar yoluyla ele gegmektedir. Ozellikle Kizada’daki
Temenos (Fig.12-15), Antik Stadion (Fig.17), Tiyatro (Fig.16) ve Nekropol alam (Fig.18-21) sehrin
Antik Cag’da oldukga zengin ve biiyiik olduguna isaret etmektedir. '

ancient theatre and the stadium. Thus,
research on the site started in 2002. The
major objective of the work carried out in
2002-03 was to document the structures and
other archaeological remains and control
some former plans and drawings of the city.
In 2002-2003, detailed researches were
carried out in . three sections; literary
researches, fieldwork and museum work in
Bursa.

Introduction

The site is located south of the Marmara
Sea (ancient Propontis), 35 km. west of
Bursa in northwestern Turkey (Fig.1-2). Our
first visit to the site was in 2000. After this
brief visit we have decided to apply for a
research permit at the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism, especially after the habitation
area treating the site expanding towards the
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I. Topography

The most prominent feature of the
landscape is the Lake Apolyont (ancient
Apolloniatis), which is located south of
Propontis'. This is a large and shallow lake
with small islands and extensive reed beds; it
is an important habitation area for the
wetland birds during summer and transitional
periods. The reeds are found mainly on the
western and northwestern shores of the lake,
along with olive groves, scrub, and wet
meadows. The lake is linked to the sea via
the Kocagay river, while Mustafakemalpasa
river (ancient Rhyndacus) constitutes the
main river west to the lake’.

Apollonia ad Rhyndacum is located
northeast of Lake Apolyont. It is situated on
a peninsula, which penetrates straight into
the lake by its northern shore; it narrows at
two points, where maximum width is less
than 100 m. At its extreme it forms a low
hill, almost circular in shape, and entirely cut
off from the mainland when the water level
of the Ilake rises (Fig.3-4). Modem
Apollonia, called Gélyazi, is situated on this
part of the area(Fig.5). Golyazi is a small
fishing village with steep, narrow, and
complex streets, and tall, projecting timber-
framed houses (Fig.6-7).

II. Historical Background

The site was first identified by Hamilton
in 1842’ and during the 19. century it was
visited by a series of western travelers, who
published several brief accounts on its ruins®.
But most of them were mainly interested on
Cyzicus and Daskyleion; thus, they usually
mentioned Apollonia only in a brief manner.
Le Bas drew one small plan in 1888. He also

' REIL1, 115-15.

2 For a detailed geography of the lake and its vicinity
see Philippson 1913, 46-50; Ramsay 1896, 195-196.

3 Hamilton 1842, 80-85.

4 Le Bas 1888, 38, 117, 149, P1. 45-49, 54, Fig. 135-3;
Hasluck 1910, 68-73.

made some drawings of some of the ancient
buildings and sculptural works from the site’
(Fig.8). Nothing seriously, however, was
done until 1986, when B.Yalman wrote a
short article® concemning ancient Apollonia
and more recently Abmeier has published a
full account on Apollonia’s history,
especially concerning the epigraphic
evidence’. These publications formed a basis
for our current research. Our work focused
on the remains at Zambaktepe (St. George
Hill) and K1z Adas: since the most important
buildings of the ancient city were built there.
But also other small islets have been visited®
(Fig.2). The first season was quite productive
as we were able to draw some preliminary
conclusions concerning the interpretation of
the monuments, which will form the basis of
our prospect study.

The ancient sources do not give
information on the date and circumstances of
the foundation of city. Some additional
information, however, can be retrieved by
the numismatic and epigraphic sources. The
best evidence comes from the middle of the
2. century B.C., a decree from Miletus on the
occasion of the resumption of relations
between the colony and the main city.
According to this document Apollonia sent
envoys to Miletus to renew the tie of
‘kinship’, as it was actually one of its
colonies’. Numismatic evidence, however,
shows that the settlement was probably
establloished much earlier, even before 400
B.C.

According to Wroth'!, the earliest city
coins belong to the period betwwen 450-330

° Le Bas 1888, P1. 47.

¢ Yalman 1987, 7-12.

7 Abmeier1990, 1-16.

8 Monastary (Mutlu) Islet, Terzioglu Islet and
Arifmolla Islet contain Late Antique remains. For
detail see Otuken 1996, 14.

® Ehrhardt 1983, 135; Gorman 2001, 247.

19 Wroth 1964, 8-13.

"ibid, 8-13.
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B.C. (Fig.39, Nr.1-3). These coins provide
also with additional information on the
commercial activities of the city and
religious beliefs of the people.

The wealth and big population of the
city made it possible to be able to mint silver
coins in early periods. Usually a reverse
anchor was used on the coins during this
period. It is certainly related with cray-fish
hunting which Apollonian economy was
mainly demanding on. Another popular motif
seen n the early coins is swastika. This is
usually used at reverse side in incus. Also
gorgoneion motives are frequently used. The
Apollo sanctuary stood on the small islet,
called Kizada today. The Apollo Temple and
the cult statue were used on the coins
especially during the Roman Period (Fig.39
Nr.8-11). Moreover, Apollo head, kithara,
plektron and Sauroktonos type Apollo
depicted in his temple are used frequently
after the building of the temple for the chief
god of the city from Hellenistic period until
the end of the Late Roman Period.

Based on the current evidence, it seems
more plausible to suggest a late 3 or early 2.
century BC. for a date for the foundation of
the city, most probably under Pergamene
influence'®. The city prospered in Roman
times until early 2. century A.D. In 124 A.D.
it was severely damaged by an earthquake,
which affected Bithynia and southern Mysia.
Later, Emperor Hadrian visited Nicomedia
and Nicaea in Bithynia, and Cyzicus in
Mysia, all of them were damaged by the
earthquake as well”’. Although the literary
sources do not mention Hadrian’s visit to
Apollonia, his visit there seems highly
plausible, as an inscription from a small,

2 Abmeier1990, 6.
13 ibid 15; Boatwright 2002, 111.
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rectangular altar (Fig.43) mentions his name
(Savior and Founder)™.

In Byzantine times Apollonia consisted
part of the diocese of Pontus with the name
of Theotokiana'®. The date of its final capture
is not certainly known, but may be placed in
the early years of the 14. century.

II1. Fieldwork

The fieldwork at the peninsula and the
island consisted of documentation and
recording of the architectural remains. In
order to make additions on the older plans,
remains of the fortification wall, Apollo
Temple, theatre, stadium, necropolis and
Byzantine settlement on the islands have
been re-determined.

1. Temenos

The portrait of Apollo was depicted on
coins from the early Hellenistic period, as he
was the city’s patron'® (Fig.39). Some
tentatively information about the cult statue
of Apollo can be extracted from them'’. The
most common type of Apollo description
was that of the Sauroktonostype; during the
reign of Galliano III., the depiction of Apollo
inside a tetrastyle temple became the most
dominant type'® (Fig.39 Nr.11).

To the southwest of the village, at a
slight distance from the shore, the low island
called Kizada, still partly preserves the
massive quay walls of a Hellenistic femenos.
These walls formed a rectangle measuring

14 Abmeier 1990, 15; “ ATAGE TYXE
AYTOKPATOPI KAIZAPI AAPIANQ OAYMIII

Q ZQTE PI KAI KTIZTH ”

15 Otiiken 1996, 5; Yalman 1987, 10.

16 Wroth 1964, 9, Nr. 10

'7 Fritze 1913, 77, Nr.237, K.37, Taf. IV, 24
Antoninus Pius; SNG, Mysien 1050-1458, Berlin
1957, Nr. 1066 Gallienus.

'8 Hasluck 1910, 72; SNG, Nr. 1066; Fritze 1913, Nr.
237.
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approximately 100 x 140 m. The entrance-
way was arranged in a semi-circle shape,
with steps leading towards the island
(Fig.11).

The temenos wall originally stood about
1.50 m. above the water level. According to
the old drawings made by Le Bas'’, the
temenos wall was provided with three sets, at
different heights, of pierced corbels for
mooring the boats. Also within the wall he
found two fragments of Ionic columns, and
one piece from the entablature from which he
restored a hexastyle temple within a
colonnade, surrounded by an exedrae®
(Fig.9). After the preliminary examination of
this plan we first thought that it was an
output of a completely imaginary work. But
the topographic plan drawn by Goélyazi
Municipality in 1995 seems to confirm Le
Bas’s temenos (Fig.10). Last year we were
not able to walk inside the temenos due to
the intensive vegetation covered the area.
Although some aspects of Le Bas’s
suggestions seem to be authentic, more work
need to be done in order to clarify this
building and its function. Based on current
evidence, it would not seem inappropriate to
suggest that Apollo Temple might actually
have stood on this islet. Another interesting
indication of the semi-circular entrance
described by Le Bas is the arrangement of
the reeds as they grow only in water; their
shape is quite clear and informative (Fig.11).

In the first part of the semi-circular
entrance, the encircling wall was built with
huge limestone blocks and did not use any
clamp (Fig.13-14). There are many limestone
sources in the vicinity of the lake. Most of
the buildings of the city were built with the
same material, such as the femenos, the
theatre and the stadium. The northeast corner
is damaged, although comer blocks can be

1 Le Bas 1888, P1.45-49.
2 ibid., Pl. 1-11,2 (Architecture).

4

identified clearly under the water (Fig.12).
The east side is the best-preserved part. Its
maximum height is 1.50 m. In the eastern
wall some in-situ boat-moorings are still
visible (Fig.15).

2. Theatre (Fig.16)

The rock-cut theatre was built onto the
south slope of Zambaktepe. It overlooks the
modern settlement and it is hardly damaged
(cavea is completely damaged). Most of its
seat blocks (scaenae) were reused in the late
antique city wall. The diameter of the cavea
is approximately 75 m. It had two diazomata
and a capacity of an approximately 4000
spectators. In terms of dimensions, this
calculation derives from a similar theatre at
Metropolis in Ionia; which could host 4000
spectators. We found two seat blocks near
the building; their average height is 36 cm.
and their width 67 cm. (Fig.42). Evidence for
an analemma walls were also traced.

3. Stadium (Fig.17)

The Stadium is located on the northern
side of the Zambaktepe . But unlike the
theatre only its west side was built on the
slope. Le Bas’s plan indicates the location of
the seats on the west side, though nowadays
nothing is visible anymore. Unfortunately,
nothing can be said for the eastern side. The
stadium 1is still in use for the sport activities
of the village. Seat blocks have an average
height of 33 cm and are 65 cm in length
(Fig.42). Some architectural features of two
social buildings (theatre and stadium) are
common.

4. Necropolis

The Necropolis is located in the eastern
part of Zambaktepe, on both sides of the
ancient road. The road was vital for the city
as it was the only connection with the
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mainland (Fig.18). The width of the road is
2.50 m. and probably it was connected in the
north with the Prusias-Cyzicus main route.
Numerous milestones have been found along
this route, especially near Cyzicus and
Prusias®’ which forms the modermn Bursa -
Erdek and Gélyazi road.

Deep wheel tracks and holes indicate
that it was used intensively during the
ancient times. Particularly holes are
interesting (Fig.19), as they might have
supported planks to help bye the
transportation of stone blocks from the
quarry to the city. All of them were carved
onto the slope”” (Fig.20). The necropolis is
damaged due to the illicit excavations. We
have detected three tombs with podia along
the ancient road (Fig.21). But more buildings
must have existed in the vicinity. There are
other indications for that, such as a single
sarcophagus or inhumations, at the south side
of the road.

5. Modern Settlement

We believe that the ancient city must
have occupied the same area as the G6lyazi
village today. Interestingly enough, it seems
that the village follows the ancient grid
plan® (Fig.40, 47). Some ruins in this part
indicate connection with the antiquity. The
most impressive example is the ‘podium

! French 1992, Fasc.2, an Interim Catalogue of
Milestones Part 1, Map 10, Istanbul sheet, especially
213, 214, 216, 218, 221, 302, 304, 305 and 306
numbered mile stones refers to this route.

I would like to thank J. J. Coulton for helping us to
clarify their probable function. For similar
restitution drawings see Orlandos 1968,24.

This subject was determined in the report of
conservation and improvement plan of Gélyazi
Village by E. Goksu in 1998. It is mentioned there
,that insula system and grid plan of the island can be
seen in the settlement plan of the modern village.
Measurements of insula might have been taken
approximately 30/30 m. Goksu 1998.

2

[¥]

23
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house’ (Fig.22-23, 41). One can think of it as
a small temple, a tomb, a monument or even
part of the harbour installments. It is
preserved in situ and its location is correlated
well with the ancient city plan. It is difficult
to tell what the function of this building was.
But its close proximity to the lake might
have something to do with it.

The modern settlement is encircled by
the fortification wall (Fig.47). Some parts of
the wall date in the Hellenistic / Roman
period and the rest in late antique and
medieval times; in the latter case re-used
materials can easily be detected. Another
striking monument is undoubtedly the square
tower, the so-called Kastro, a free-standing
building nowadays, located back of the Town
Mosque. Inscribed  epistyle  blocks™,
presumably from a stoa erected in honor of
Hadrian, can be found in the Kastro as
secondary use (already mentioned above).
The southern tower was visible at the
beginning of the 19. century and was drawn
by Le Bas”. Today, almost half of it left
under the ground (Fig.24-26).

Le Bas saw one more piece and made a
sketch of another inscribed epistyle blocks in
secondary use which is now missing at
Kizada (Fig.27). This was probably another
part of the stoa or portico epistyle inscription
(see fn. 24). In addition, the rectangular altar
mentioned above (see Fig.43 fn. 14), now re-
used in a modern house, bears an interesting
inscription where Hadrian is mentioned as
savoir and founder.*®

2 Abmeier1990,15;
[AYTOKPATQ KA] IZAP TPAI[ANOX AAPI]
ANOX AY[TOY]ZTOX ©EOY [TPAIANOY
NIJOZ @EOYNE[PQNA NIONOZX THN ZTOAN ?]
THI TIOAEIKA [TEZKEYASEN].

25 Le Bas 1888, 38, PI. 48.

% Abmeier 1990, 15.
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It seems that the northern wall was used
as a terrace wall at the same time, where
buildings probably once stood. The eastern
wall can be seen in situ, with boat moorings
on it (Fig.30). The western wall was
completely repaired in the late antique times
with ancient building materials, such as the
stadium seat blocks and arch stones (Fig.28-
29).

6. Modern Greek Church (Fig.31)

We know that the major church of the
town was on top of the Zambak Tepe called
H. Georgios (Fig.8) but it was destroyed in
the late 19. century. Afterwards, another
church built on the southern shore of the lake
with the same name. It is dated in the 19.
century and restoration work is going to start
next year. Our main interest of the building
was mostly on the reused wooden pillar base,
the round Roman altar, and the Byzantine
capitals® (Fig.32-34). During our fieldwork
we have also visited three islands. The
Monastery Island, in particular, seems to be
rather interesting, as it appears to have
hosted a huge late antique complex. Other
islands also include some late antique ruins®.

IV. Museum Work

During our work at the Bursa
Archaeological Museum we recorded all
archaeological materials and coins from
Apollonia. There were 34 small finds
(mostly unguentaria) and 20 coins®® (most of
them from the Roman Period). Three coins
belong to other cities such as Metropolis in
Ionia, a city of Lydia and a Roman colonial

" For the same fragments from Knidus see Bruns-
Ozgan 2002, 101, Fig.126.

8 Otiiken 1996, 178, BM9, Taf.29,3.

% ibid, 14, for findings see also 40-41.

% Some of them published in BMC Greek Coins,
NumChron and Historia Numerum.

city likely Antiochia ad Pisidium or Apameia
Myrleia®. These might be commercially
related regions with Apollonia.

The armored statue®® (Fig.35), Attis
relief as a table supporter’(Fig.36) and terra
cotta grotesque figure rython™ (Fig.37) are
important finds from the city. In addition, a
Gorgoneion relief on a sarcophagus located
at Zambaktepe Hill (near the theatre) is very
interesting because of the similarity between
the Gorgoneion head style and the city coins
of the early periods® (Fig.39, Nr.1-3). This
fragment originally belongs to the Roman
period but since it represents the continuity
in the artistic manner, it bears additional
importance (Fig.38).

V. Conclusion

Although the modern inhabitants of
Apollonia protect the lake environment and
its natural surroundings, the archaeological
heritage is almost neglected. This is very
striking, since as even today people at
Golyazi have a similar way of living to that
of the people in antiquity; their economy
mainly demand on cray-fish hunting in the
same lake, they are using the same recreation

! We thank to K. W. Harl for this evaluations.

32 It has been dated by Vermeule and more recently by
Stemmer in the Late Hadrianic-Early Antonine
Periods (c. 130-150 A.D.). A head of Apollo on
pteryges, Zeus and an eagle: Vermeule 1959, 57,
Nr.202, P1. XIV, Abb. 50; Stemmer 1978, 39, Taf.
23.3; Mendel 1908, 16, nr. 10, Fig. 8; Reinach 1930,
364, nr. 3.

3 It must be from late 2.-3. century A.D., with
polished surface and deeply carved with drill hair;
Schwertheim 1978, 826, Taf. CXCVII, 37,
Vermaseren 1987, 85, Nr. 261, Pl. LII. For earlier
Pergamene examples see also Winter 1908, 358,
Fig. 458b. Further parallels are of Cyzician origin:
Reinach 1930, 471, Fig. 1, IV; 292, Fig.3; Mendel
1908, p.67-68.

** In light of the parallel Agora figurines and rythons it
belongs to the 2. century A.D. and made in local
workshops; Grandjouan 1961, Fig. 1036, 1041,
1043, 1045.

35 Wroth 164, Nr. 3, 4, 6 (ac. 450-330 B.C.).
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areas (stadium), and using the same route for
transportation. They live and walk in the
same streets every day. It would be a great
profit to inspire them to protect the heritage
of this historical site.

We hope to return to Apollonia this
summer with a larger team for a more
intensive research; in particular we would
like to explore on Kizada in detail. Hopefully
we will be able to find some more
architectural elements, which will help us to
reconstruct the building once stood there
(Fig.44).
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circ. B.C.450 — circ. B.C.330
Nr. | Metal. | Wt. | Obverse. Reverse. Picture
, AR | 579 Anchor inverted; to r.,|Swastika within incuse of
cray-fish the same form
. : Gorgoneion(grotesque);
" AR | 435 Anchor inverted; 1o r. mouth wide open. Later
2 cray-fish; to 1. A. o
style; no incuse.
Anchor inverted in incuse
3 AR |226.4 l}m[:i":do(;lf ;\pollo L., laur.; circle; to r. cray-fish; to 1. A,
rotied. and |ESIAS
Apollo seated 1. on|Anchor inverted; to r., cray-
4 AE - |omphalos; r. hand rests|fish; to I, A and
on bow, |. on omphalos |[NJAYKYAHZ
2.-1.¢c. B.C.
3 AE - Head of Apollo r., laur. |Kithara; AtoAloviatov
ROMAN EMPIRE PERIOD
ATIAAQN TATONPVN
AVTNEPBAKAIZAP | Apollo, in citharoedic dress,
6 AE - |ZEBAZXTOZ Head  of|standing, looking l; in r.,
Nerva r., laur. plectrum; in |. lyre, which
rests on tripod.
ATIOAAQNIATQON Bearded
®AVCTEI CEBACTH |"Vér:80d (Rhyndacus),
7 |AE - L wearing himation over limbs,
Bust of Faustina, jun. r. o ¢ .
reclining 1.; in r., reed; . rests
on urn.
AVKAIAAVPH AIO| \ 1164 AQNIATONIIPOC
COVHPOC Bust of L. PVNAAKD Apoll Ked
8 |AE - | Verus T wear. — .i)olo, lbna ed,
paludamentum and | ™ leaning with 1. elbow on
cuirass; head bars. pillar; both arms extended.
ATIOAA Q NIATQON
®AVCTEINA Ap(;:’lo naked,.lll., !egn:nghwrltjh
AE ~ [CEBACTH Bust offls SWOW 00 PLS,ID & fand,
9 Faiistin. iin: ¢ bow; I. hand on hip; to 1., tree,
U £ round is coiled the Python
with an arrow in his head.
AVKAIMAVPHA AIIOA AQNIATQN Apollo
KOMMOAOC Bust of | naked, standing L.; r. foot rests
10 |AE - Commodus r., laur.,|on altar; in r. hand, branch; I.
wear.  paludamentum | hand rests on hip, before him,
and cuirass. raven looking back.
ITOVAIKTAAAHNON | Cult statue (Apollo
11 | AE - CE K O Bust of|Sauroktonos) in tetrastyle
Gallienus r. temle.
Figure 39
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